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INTEODUCTION. 



The present volume, completing Part III. of the English 
Charlemagne Eomance series, requires but little introduction. I 
have already referred to it in my edition of Sir FerumbraSf Introd. 
pp. viii, ix. It contains the whole life of Charlemagne, with a brief 
sketch of the early kings of France, and includes all the incidents 
narrated in Sir Ferumbras, TJie Sowdone of Babyloyne, Roland and 
VemagUy and the Song of Roland, 

Caxton's " Lyf of the Noble and Crysten Prynce, Charles the 
Crete " survives only in the unique copy preserved in the British 
Museum (Press Mark c. 10, b. 9). It is a folio volume, containing 
96 leaves, the signatures running from A ij to M viij, and is perfect, 
but without title-page. The colophon tells us that the " werke was 
fynysshedf in the reducyng of hit in to Englysshe the xviij day of 
Juyn, the seconcP yere of kyng* Eychar(J the thyrd, and the yere of 
our lord MCCCCLXXXV, and enprynted the fyrst day of decembre 
the same of our lord, & the fyrst yere of kyng Harry the seuenth." 

The type is that classed by Mr. Blades as 4*. The pages have 
two columns, each containing 39 lines, and each line measuring 2| 
inches. There are neither folios nor catchwords. The initial wood- 
cut letters are 3 lines deep. 

In 1743 the volume was sold by E. Harley to Osborne the book- 
seller, the price not mentioned. In 1773 it became the property of 
J. Eatcliffe at a cost of £13, and in 1776 it was sold by him to 
George HI for £4. 4. 0. 

As Caxton himself tells us, the work here reprinted is a translsr 
tion of the French prose romance of Fierabras, itself a compilation 
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partly from the Speculum Hwtariale of Vincent de Beauvais, and 
partly from the old French romance of Fierabras. The exploits of 
Charlemagne were related in numerous histories and romances, both 
in French and Latin^ in prose and in verse, as early as the 12th and 
13th centuries. From the envoy of the anonymous author of the 
original French version we learn how Henry Bolomyer, a canon of 
Lausanne, induced him to gather together into one connected narra- 
tive these disjointed fragments. A comparison of his work with that 
of Vincent of Beauvais shows clearly that his researches were by no 
means confined to the Speculum Historiale. I have already given a 
short account of the original French work.' One version in the 
Grenville Library, 10531, is doubly unique, being not only the only 
copy of that particular version known to be in existence, but also 
the only production of the press of Symon du Jardin, at Geneva, 
which has come down to us. Brunet had heard of it, but doubted 
its existence (SuppL II. p. 231). It is undated and without signa- 
tures, pagination, or illustrations. 

A second version of the original French is also preserved in the 
same library, No. 10532. It also is a folio volume of 65 leaves, 
signatures running from A j to L v. On L v & is a woodcut similar 
to that at the end of the copy already described. This also is 
unique, and has the following colophon : " Cy finist Fierabras imprime 
a lyon Ian de grace mil qualtre cens quatre vingtz et seize. Le xx 
iour de nouembre." There are numerous woodcuts throughout the 
work, evidently copied from the same source as those in the Royal 
Fierabras described below, but much coarser and plainer. They are 
also frequently reversed, and, as in the royal copy, the same woodcut 
is at times made to serve for two or more incidents of a similar 
character. 

In the library of the late Mr. Huth is a version, undated, in folio, 
black letter, with woodcuts, and the colophon : " Cy finist Fierabras. 
Imprime a lyon par maistre Guillaume le roy. Le cincquiesme Jour 
du moys de Juilliet. Deo gracias." It contains 108 leaves, and is 
the copy described by Brunet. It appears to have belonged originally 

' Introd. to Sir FenimbraSj pp. vi, vii. 
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to the library of the Academy at Lyons. In the same library is a 
version in German containing 53 leaves, of which another copy is in 
the British Museum.^ 

The copy of the French Fierahras which I have used for com- 
parison with the English translation, is that preserved in the Eoyal 
Library (Press mark, C. 6, b. 12). It is a folio volume of 115 leaves, 
without title-page. Woodcuts are freely introduced. On the back 
of sign. A i. is a large one representing Fierabras on horseback, and 
another on 5 representing Charlemagne on his throne, and sur- 
rounded by his douzeperes. The preface begins on A ij, the index 
on A ij &, and the text on A vj. The colophon runs : " Cy finist 
Fierabras. Imprime a genesue Par maistre Loys Garbin bourgois de 
la dicte cite. Lan mil cccc. Ixxxiij. et Le xiij iour de moys de Mais. 
Deo gracias. Amen." The woodcuts are in many cases most 
comical : perhaps the most ludicrous are those which are intended to 
represent Floripas killing Britamont, and Eichard swimming the 
torrent of Flagot. In one in which the sacred relics are shown, only 
three nails appear, and in two others the Saracens are represented as 
bombarding the tower of Aigremont with cannons. 

In a few instances the same cut is employed to represent two 
incidents of a similar character. Thus that representing Oliver 
before Balan is also used for Guy before the Sultan. 

In his translation, Caxton has followed his original so closely and 
even slavishly, that at times it is difficult, if not impossible, to 
understand his meaning without a reference to the language of the 
original. Frequently he has used the very words of the French 
author, and still more frequently he has merely given them an 
English dress. Caxton probably is responsible for the introduction 
of more French words into our language than any other writer. 

In his epilogue Caxton tells us that he undertook the rendering 
into English of this Lyf of Charles the Grete at the instigation of " a 
good and synguler frend, Maister wylliam daubeny, one of the 
tresirers of the lewellys of the noble and moost crysten kyng*, our 
naturel and souerayn lorcJ late of noble memorye kyng Edward the 
fourth." I have endeavoured to identify this Sir William Daubeny, 

* See Sir Fervmbra$, Introd. p. vii. 
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and to ascertain the nature of the duties pertaining to his office as 
keeper of the jewels. As to the latter — 

The copy of the Ldher Niger Domua Regis Angliey believed to be 
that of Edward lY. in the Harleian MS 642, has the following 
section on leaf 49, &c. on the Keeper of the Jewels, his clerk, 
yoman^ groom, chariot, &c. 

©Witt of %tmt\\iw%t 

hath an Architector callid Clarke of the Kinged or keeper of Joyalx, 
or Theasaurer of the Chambre : this officer taketh bui Indenture 
betwixt him and the Kinge, all that he findes in his office of gold, 
siluer, pretious stones, and the marker of euery thinge. Alsoe he 
receaueth the yearely guiftes by Record of the Chamberlaine. Item 
he receaueth by Indenture of the Thesaurer of England, And by 
ouersight of the Chamberlaine sitting in the Kingis Chambre or in 
the hall with a person of like seruice. And for his Chambre at night 
dimidtwm cheate loafe, one quart wyne, one gallon of ale ; And for 
winter Liuerey, one perche de wax, one candle wax, two candels paris, 
one dimidmm tallwood, and present in Court vijf . ob. [leaf 49 hack^ 
In CheckerroUe and cloathing with howsold for winter and sommer, 
or of the Countinghouse xl :". : his Liuerey is as Knightea, and if he be 
sicke, he taketh in eating daies like the Squires for the bodie when 
they bin lett blood or sicke, &c. Also in this offise is a clarke vnder 
him in the hall eatinge, taking for his liuerey at night, dimidmm 
gallon ale, one candle pa^'is, dimidmm tallwood, shide and cloathing 
by the Countinghouse, or yerely twentie shillinge^. And if he be 
sike, he taketh for all day one loafe of bread, one messe of gret 
meate, ^middum gallon ale. And for this office a yoman eating in 
the hall with yomen of Chambre, taking for his wages in the 
Countinghouse, if he be present, allowed by the CheckerroUe, 
threepence ; And cloathing with the housold winter and summer for 
chances and all other part, or eighteene shillinge^, besides his reward 
of the Jewelhouse for sure and diligent keeping of the Kinge* 
Joalxe yerely &C. And if he be sicke, he taketh such Liuerey as 
doth the Clerke. Also in this office a groome eating dayly in the 
office, taking for his liuerey one loafe, one messe of grete meate, 
dimidium gallon ale : And he setteth in the Liueries \leaf 50]. For 
this office in season, one candle wax, two candles paris, one tallwood 
dimidtt£7n. And Bushes and litter for this office all the yeare of the 
Sergeant Vsher of hall and Chambre. Also this groome fetting 
nightly for this office one gallon of ale : he helpeth to trusse and 
beare to the Charriott, and awaiteth thervpon the safeguard ; and the 
yoman also to attend vpon this carriage. And this office hath also 
lodgeing in the Countrie towne for all these horses and seruante* 
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suffisauntly by the herbergier. And the chiefe of this office The mauter 
to haue into this Court two waiters, and the Gierke one Se^cfeSw *** 
honest seruant. The remenant goo to theire lodgeing in <»« aeruant. 
the Countrey. And the yoman and groome haue one seruant. And 
for this office is assigned a Charriott with seauen horses and ^^*"*®* 
all there apparell, horse-meate, shooeing, and the yomen and horses, 
groomis wagis therf ore, f oundyn of the charge of Thesaurer of housold 
to Carrie the stuff of the Kinges in this office, and none other mans, 
by the ouersight of the Controller, betwixt the Thesaurer of housold, 
and this officer, be many interchaunges of siluer yessell, hoole and 
brooke, receaued or deliuered by officers by Indentures &c. As it- 
wiU appeare in \leaf 50, hacTf\ The Accompt of housold. And as 
for othir thinge* touching this office, behold in the title De Ohlor 
tionihus^ Regis capitulid before, all thinge« of this office inward or 
outward, cometh and goeth by the knowledge of the Kinge, and by 
the Chamberlaines Record. Also if any Knight or Squire presume to 
weare the Kinges liuerey, but if he come ther by authoritie, or ellys 
by record in this office./ 

Thanks to the kindness of Mr. Selby of H.M. Record Office and 
Mr. Fumivall, I have been enabled to identify Sir W. Daubeny, and 
to give some interesting particulars relating to him. We first meet 
with his name in 1480-1, when he w:as appointed Searcher in the 
Port of London.^ The substance of the Patent Roll is as follows : 

' Vide de hoo antea : folio. 15. h. [On Gifte by the King in charity, &c.] 
' The following note is derived from a bundle of Searchers' Accounts for 
the period: — 

[Ancient MUoellanea, (Bxch. Q. B.) Searchers* Accounts. Bundle 692. 
J. P. B. 2110.] 

1 — 6 7 London. — ^Account by John Lyn who was appointed by 

Hen. YII j letters patent dated 22 Sept 1 Hen. VJJL Searcher in the 

port of London, to wit, from 22 Sept. / to Mich. 6 Hen. 

YII., William Dawbeney late Searcher. / membrane. 

This Account extending over five years and 8 days gives the sum received 

asm?. 

This record states the duties to be — "ad exploranduiTt per se in propria 
persona sua, et non per substitutt^m, omnes naves et batellas extra regnum 
Anglie transeuntes, et ad idem regnum venientes in portubus et locis predictis 
[i. e, in portu Oivitatis Londonie], et ad sorutinium iwsmi&wnh de omnibus 
navibus et batellis hujusmodi, et de personis de quibus sinistra suspioio haberi 
poterit, quod lane, pelles lanute, coria, panni, aut mercimonla custumabilia 
non cokettata nee custumata in eisdem navibus, aut aurum vel argentum in 
pecunia numerata, aut masa vel plata seu focalia oarcata seu posita fuerunt ; 
vel si alique persone bullas litteras instrumenta vel processus vel aliqua alia 
Bogi vel suditis Begis prejudioialia infra vel extra r^^um Begis predictum, 
detuleri contra proclamaciones et inhibuciones ex parte Begis inde factor, Ha- 
bendt^iTt et occupandi^m offioium predictum quamdiu Begi placuerit, una cum 
medietat^ forisfaotura predicte." 
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9 Novr, 20 Edw. IV, 1480. Memb. 21. Appointment of Wm. 
Daubeny as Searcher in the Port of London & other places adjoin- 
ing the same, with the usual fees & emoluments, & also the half 
of all forfeit, was seized to the King's use. His substitute or substi- 
tutes may act for him. 

About the same time in a ''KoU of Accounts, Michaelmas, 20 
Edw. IV," there is an entry that John Barker of London, Goldsmith, 
had received 1001 from William Daubeney in part payment of 80 
butts of malmsey purchased by him for the use of the King's 
army.^ 

In 1483-4 he was re-appointed to the office of Searcher of the 
Port to Eichard III. In the Patent Roll his previous appointment 
to the same office under Edward V. is referred to, and he is further 
described as Clerk of the Jewels. In the Calr. of the Patent Eolls, 
Hie. III. Appx. to 9th Eeport of Deputy Keeper of Records, p. 34, 
the following particulars relating to Sir W. Daubeny are given : 

I Ric. IIL, p. 2, 1483-4. Membrane 20 (4) 16 Dec. Appoint- 
ment of William Daubeny, clerk of the jewels, as searcher in 
the port of London, with a grant of half of all the forfeitures, in 
as full a manner as William Merston, esq. enjoyed the same : 
which office the said William Daubeney fills by virtue of a patent 
of Edward V. the bastard [entry 39], ib, p. 39, Membrance 
7 (19). 

II Mar. Release to William Daubeney (or Dabeney), searcher in 
the port of London, of all arrears of accounts, &c. to 6 March 
last [entry 133]. 

ib, p. 42, Membrane 2 (24). 

8 April. Appointment of John Wode, knt. Treasurer of England, 
Robert Brakenbury, Constable of the Tower of London, Master 
"William Lacy, Master William Dawbney, and Master Robert 
My don, as Commissaries General in the office of the Admiralty in 
England. . . 

ib. p. 67, Memb. 17 (9). 1 Ric. Ill, p. 4, 1483-4. 

24 ApriL Grant to William Dawbeney, clerk of the jewels to 
Edward IV., of an annuity of lOZ. out of a farm in Watford 
(Northampton), (2) by the hands of Eustace of Burneby and 
Matill his wife, to hold the same until the gift, for life, of an 
office of 201 yearly value ; further grant in survivorship to the 

' Exchequer Issue Roll, Hen. III. to Edw. VI, ed. F. Devon, Appendix, 
p. 600. 
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said William Dawheney and Joan his wife of an annuity of 
20 marks, the former patents of 22 June, 21 Edw. IV. (p. 2, 
m. 12), and 1 May,i 21 Edw. IV. (p. 1, m. 6), granting to them 
the said annuities, having been surrendered. 

An order under the Privy Seal of Henry VIL in 1485 to the 
Treasurer and Chamberlaine of his Exchequer orders them to 
allow to his " beloved cousin John, arl of Oxenford," the sums 
of 100 marks and 100,£ out of his purchase-money of 800 marks 
for the manors of the late Wm. Alyngton during his son's 
minority, and the marriage of this son : This, because the Earl 
had paid 100 marks to EicL Gardyner, alderman of London, 
"for so moche money by the said Richard Gardyner late lent 
unto Richard, due of Gloucester, late, in dede and not of righte, 
kind of England, upon pledge of a salt of gold with a cover. . , 
the which salt . . . was delivered unto the said Richard Gardynere 
by one, William Daubeney, knight^ keeper of the juelx with tJie 
foresaid pretensed king . . . and also the summe of c. tL parcell of 
xxiiij ®. fi by the said late pretensed king borowed of the maire 
and aldermen of our said citie of London . . . and for suertie 
and contentaciom of the said xxiiij °. ti. the said late pretensed 
king laide in plege to the said maire and aldermen a coronalle 
gold garnished with many other grete and riche juelx, as by a 
bille endented betwix the said maire and aldremen, on that one 
partie, and the foresaid William Daubeney, then keper of juelx 
of the said pretensed king on that othre partie thero made, more 
plainly doth appere.^ 

In Sept. 1484 we find the following orders : " Parcelles of 
clothing [&C.1 to be delivered by the said bishop to the said erle 
[of Desmond]. . . . Item, a nother lettre direct to Mr. William 
Dawheney y clerk of the kinges jueUes, to delivere unto the said 
bisshop for the said erle of Dissemond, a coler of gold of xx*^ 
oz., xxx*^ ii. — Letters and Papers t. Rich. III. & Hen. VI, ed. 
Gairdner, Rolls Series, 1861, p. 713. 

There is no William Daubeny's will of Caxton's time at the 
Probate Office, but the following items culled from various sources 
appear to refer to Caxton's friend, and his family : 

Dame Joan Dawbeny, wife of Sir Wm. Dawbeny, was buried at 
the Augustine Friers Church, Broadstreet Ward, London, [no date 
given].^ John, son and heir of Sir Giles Dawbeny, is buried in the 
same church. 

* 1 March : in the patent roU of 21 Edw. IV. 

' Memorials Illustrative of the Reign of Henry VII^ p. 214. (Bolls 
Series.) 

' Stowe's ^u/rvay of London^ 1633, p. 186, col. 2. 
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Sii Wm. Stanley, William Dawbeney late of London, gentleman, 
& others were attainted of treason for rebelling against Henry YII. 
Act of Attainder in the Bolls of Parliament, vol. 6, p. 503. 

Mr. Walter Eye says that this may be the same man as Sir 
William, because, in an official document like the above, the title of 
Knight conferred by the usurper, KicL III, would probably not be 
acknowledged. (But compare the order under the Privy Seal in 1485, 
on the preceding page.) 

Mr. Eye also thinks our Wm. D. was connected with the 
l^orfolk Dawbeneys. In Blomfield's Norfolky Wm. Dawbeney, of 
l^orth Burlingham, after 1428 bought a property which his grandson 
Thomas sold in 1528. ^^ 

The Series of English Charlemagne Eomances will be completed 
by the issue next year of the romances of Roland and Vemagu and 
Sir Otfiel, from the Auchiuleck MS., and the curious poem of Rauf 
Coilyar from the unique printed copy. 

Sidney J. Hbbrtagb. 
MiU HiU, N. W., October 1881. 
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[CAXTON'S INTRODUCTIOK] 
1 ^ Aynt Poul, doctour of very te, say th to vs that al since, as st Paul 

t^^^^ savs " all BcriD' 

k-/ thynges that ben reduced? by wrytyng ben wry ton tures are written 
to our doctryne, And? Boece maketh mencion that the **' **"' **™ "** 

4 helthe of euery persone procedeth dyuercely. Thenne 
sythe it is soo that the cristen feyth is affermecP and? 
coTToberedl by the doctours of holy chyrche, Neuertheles 
the thynges passed? dyuersley reducecJ to remembraunce 

8 engendre in vs correctio/i of vnlauful lyf. For the 
werkes of the auncient and? olde peple ben for to gy ue and the uves of 

,.,._- ^ . the ancients give 

to VS ensaumple to lyue m gooa & vertuous operacions as an example 
digne & worthy of helth, in folowyng the good? and **^ ^^ 

12 eschewyng* the euyl. And also in recountyng* of hye 
hystoryes the comune vnderstondyng* is better content 
to the ymagnacion local than to symple auctoryte to 
which it is submysed?. I saye this gladly, For oftymes 

16 1 haue been excy tec? of the venerable man messire henry i have, at the per- 

aaasion of the 

bolomyer, chanonne of lausawne, for to reduce for his venerable canon 

, , , 1 . 1 i p . Henry Bolomyer, 

playsyr somme hystoryes as wel m latyn & in romaunce 
as in other facion wryton, that is to say of the ryght 
20 puyssaunt, vertuous, and? noble charles the grete, kyng transhited this 

history of 

of frawnce ancP emperour of Rome, Sone of the grete chariemagrne and 
Pepyn : And of his prynces & barons. As Rolland, 
Olyuer, an(J other, touchyng* %omme werkes haultayne 
24 doon & commysed by their grete strength & ryght 
ardaunt courage, to the exaltacyon of the crysten fayth 

* sign. A ij\ • col. 2. 

CHABL. BOM. III. B 



/^" 



I, 



to the best of my 
ability, cliiefly 



from the Speeu' 
turn HUtoriaU* 



2 oaxton's reasons for translating and pubushinq the work. 

ancJ to the confusyon of the hethen sarazyns and? mys- 
creaunts, whiche is a werk wel contemplatyf for to lyue 
wel. And bycause the saycP henry Bolomyer hath seen 
of thys mater and the hystoryes dysioyned wythoute 4 
ordre, therfore at his request, after the capacyte of my 
lytel entendement, And after thystoryes and? mater that 
I haue founden, I haue ordeynecP this book folowyng*. 
And it myght soo haue ben that yf I hacJ ben more 8 
largely enfonne(J and al playn I had better made it, For 
I haue not eayd ony matere, but I haue therof ben 
enformed, Fyrst by an autentyke book named myrrour 
hystoryal, as by the canownes and somme other bookes 12 
whiche make mencyon of the werke folowyng*. And 
by cause I may haue a lytel parte of honourable fou7ide- 
mewt I shal touche of the first cristen kyng of frauwce. 
For the moste parte of this book is made to thonour of 16 
the fre7?ssh men and for prouffyte of euery man, and 
after the desyre of the redar and herer there shalle bo 
founden in the table all playne the mater of wliycho 
the persone shal haue desyre to here or rede wythoute 20 
grete ate[n]dacyon, by ^the playsyr of god, to whome I 
submytte al myn ente^zte to write no thyng^ that ought 
to be blamed ne but that it be to the helthe & sauacion 
of euery persone. 24 

THenne for as moche I late had fynysshed in en- 
prynte the book of the noble & vyctoryous kyng* 
Arthur, fyrst of the thre moost noble & worthy of crysten 
kynges, and also tofore had reduced into englisshe the 28 
noble hystorye & lyf of Godefroy of boloyn kyng< of 
Iherusalem, last of the said iij worthy, Somme persones 
of noble estate and degree haue desyred me to reduce 
thystorye and lyf of the noble and crysten prynce 32 
Charles the grete, kyng of fraunce^ & emperour of Eome, 
the second of the thre worthy, to thende that thystoryes, 
actes, & lyues may be had in our maternal tongue, lyke 
as they be in latyn or in frensshe. For the moost 
' A ij, back. ' Ed, frauuce. 



A8 1 have before 
printed the Lives 
of Arthur, and of 



Godfrey of 
Boulogne, 



I now print this 
that all may be 
able to read it in 
our mother- 
tongue. 



caxton's address to the reader. 3 

quantyte of the people vnderstonde not latyn ne frensshe 
here in this noble royame of englond. And for to 
satysfye the desyre & requeste of my goo(J synguler 
4 lordes & specyal maysters ancP frendes I haue enprysed? 
an(J concluded in my self to reduce this saycP book in to 
our englysshe, as all alonge ancP playnely ye may rede, 
here, ancJ see in thys book ^here folowyng, besechyng And i ask an my 

.<, . . T, readers to pardon 

8 al them that shal fynde laute in the same to correcte and? any imperfections 
amende it, And also to pardone me of the rude & symple 
reducyng*. and? though so be there be no gaye termes, 
ne subtyl ne newe eloquence, yet I hope that it shal be 
12 vnderstonden, & to that entente I haue specyally which i have done 
reduced? it after the symple connyng* that god hath lente learning, 
to me, wherof I humbly & wyth al my herte thanke 
hym, & also am bounden to praye for my fader ancP for which i wess 

_ myfitherand 

16 moders soules that in my youthe sette me to scole, by mother, who sent 
whyche, by the suffraunce of god, I gete my lyuyng* I 
hope truly. An(J that I may so do & contynue I byseche 
hym to graurtte me of his grace, and? so to laboure ancP 

20 occupye my self vertuously that I may come out of dette 
& dedely synne, that after this lyf I may come to hys 
blysse in heuen. AMEN. 

24 IF 2 Here begynnen the chapytres & tytles of this The contents of 

tihiB book 

book folowyng* nombred for to fynde the more lyghtly 
the mater therin comprised?. 

IF Here begynneth the first book whyche conteyneth of book i. 
28 thre partyes by the chapytres folowyng declared. 

II The fyrst partye of the fyrst book conteyneth v Pti contains v 
chapytres & speketh of the begynnyng* of fraunce ancJ 
of kyng* Cloys. 
32 Of the kynges of fraunce paynyms vnto kyng* cloys of the first kings 

of France. 

the first crysten kyng* : capitulo primo 

How kyng* cloys beyng a paynym had? to wyf ofKingaoys. 

clotildis doughter of the kyng of bourgoyne & meruayl- 

lously : capitulo ij 

> col. 2. ' A iy. 
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4 THE CONTENTS OP THE FIRST BOOK. PT. I, CH. II — PT III, OH. I. 



Of the conversion 
of Cloys by his 
wite. 



and of his 
baptism. 



Pt II contains v 
chapters. 



or King Pepin. 



How Charles was 
mtuie Emperor of 
Rome. 



orhisflgure. 



children. 



and pursuitst 



Pt ni contains 
iii cliapterd. 



How Charles 
helped tlie 
Patriarch of 
Jerusalem, 



and brought home 
the holy relics. 



How the kyng was admonested of the quene clotildis 
afPectuously that he shold byleue in the cristen fayth & 
other maters : ca. iij 

How kyng Clois was vyctorious on his enemyes by- 4 
cause he hyleued in Ihesu Cryst : ca. iiij 

How the kyng was haptysed by saynt remyge, ^ in 
his baptesme was brought by myracle the holy ampulle 
by an aungel fro heuen wyth whyche all kynges of 8 
fraunce ben enoynted at Eaynes : capitulo. v. 

IF The seconcP party e of the book conteyneth v 
chapytres & speketh fyrst of kyng* pepyn & of Charle- 
mayn hys sone. 1 2 

How Pepyn by hys prudence ^was chosen kyng of 
frau[n]ce whan the lygne of Cloys faylledl in sucession : 
capitulo primo 

Of kyng Charles whyche made many constytucyons 16 
wyth the pope Adryan and? how he was made emperour 
of Kome : ca. ij 

Of the corpulence of kyng cnarles and of the manere 
of his lyuyng : capitulo iij 20 

To whome the kyng* Charles & his chyldren sones 
& doughters were dedyed : capitulo iiij 

Of the studye of kyng Charles, & hys lyuyng* and 
charytable werkes, and? other maters : ca. v 24 

H The thyrd? partye of the fyrst book conteyneth iij 
chapytres, & telleth how by deuyne reuelacyon Charles 
delyuerd the holy londe from the hondes of the hethen 
and myscreauntes, and conteyneth thre chapytres. 28 

How the patryarcke of Iherusalem sente to charles 
that he shold gyue to hym socours after that he was 
caste oute by the turkes : capitulo primo 

How. Charles with a grete companye went for to 32 
conquere the holy londe & other maters : ca. ij 

Of the relyques whyche themperour Charles brought 

fro'constantynoble & fro the holy londe, & of myracles 

there doon : [ca.] iij 

' col. 2. 
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IT Here begynneth the ij book whyche conteyneth Book ii contain- 
ing ill parts. 

tnre partyes by chapytres ewsyewyng declared. 

f The first partye of the second ^book conteyneth Pt i contains xvj 

chaptdrs. 

4 xvj chapytres an(J speketh of the bataylle bytwene 
Olyuer and Fyerabras, a meruayllous gyaunt. 

IT How in a place named Mormyonde Charles 

ensyewecJ his warre ayenst the paynyms, after a lytel of 

8 the prologe : ca. prime 

Of fj'erabras how he came to exercyte charles : of Pierabras 

.. , ... [FerumbrasJ. 

capitulo IJ 

How Eychard of Normondye sayd to themperour 

12 what maner man was Fyerabras : capitulo iij 

The answer of KoUand to themperour ouer sode3naly : Dispute between 
ca. iiij 

How kyng charles & KoUandl ben reprysed by charies and Ro- 
16 thauctour & excused? somwhat vpon the 'debate afor- 
saycJ : capitulo v 

How Olyuer was dysposed to fight ayenst fyerabras How ouver, 

1 . r T • against the wish 

notwythstondyng* that he was hurt : [ca.] vj of his father, 

20 How Olyuer was requyred by hys fader that he with Fierabras. 
shold not fy3t with the geaunt, but for al that he went 
forth : capitulo vij 

How Olyuer spake fyrst to fyerabras, whych set no 
24 thyng* by hym, with other desputaciows. viij 

How after many dysputacions olyuer ayded fyerabras 
to arme hym, and of the ix meruayllus swerdes, & how 
Olyuer named hym self by his propre name : [ca.] ix 
28 How Olyuer & fyerabras bega??. to fyght, and? of the of the fight, 
prayer of Charles for Olyuer, and other maters : capitulo x 
How Olyuer made hys prayer 2 to god whan he felte 
hym hurte : Capitulo xj 

32 How after a grate bataylle Olyuer gate the bame & andofthebottiea 

of holy balm. 

dranke at his ease, & how he dyd whan his hors was 

slayn: capitulo xij 

How fyerabras & olyuer fou3t togyder on fote mer- 

' A ijj, bk. « col. 2. 



6 THB CONTENTS OP THE SECOND BOOK. PT I, C. XIII. — PT II, C. Vil. 



How Oliver over- 
came FierabrM, 



but was himself 
taken by the 
Saracens. 



Pt n contains 
zvij chapters. 



How Oliver was 
thrown into 
prison. 



and after released 
by Floripas. 



Of the messongers 
sent by Charles 
andBalan. 



Ofthe Bridge of 
Mantrible. 



uayllo^sly, & the prayer that charles maad for Olyuer : 
capitulo xiij 

How at this bataylle fyerabras was vaynquysshed 
by Olyuer after that he had recouerd one of the swerdes 4 
of Fyerabras. [ca.] xiiij 

How Fyerabras beyng* vaynquysshed byleued in godf, 
and how he was borne by Olyuer, & how Olyuer was 
assayled of the sarasyns & tormented : ca. xv 8 

How Olyuer W8is taken & hys eyen blynfeld pye- 
tously, which coude not be socoured by the frensshe 
men : capitulo xvj 

U The second? party e of the ij book conteyneth xvij 12 
chapytres, & speketh of the torment of the barons of 
fraunce & how they that were not taken went for to 
speke to ballant thadmyral. 

U How fyerabras was founde by Charles and after 16 
baptysed & heled of his woundes : ca. j 

How Olyuer and hys felowes were prese^ited to ballant 
thadmyral and cruelly passyoned by pryson : capitulo ij 

Of the pryson where the frensshe men were lodged 20 
and how they were vysyted by fayr Florypes, ^doughter 
of thadmyral, & of the beaulte of hyr : capitulo ^ iij 

How the frensshe men were had oute of pryson and 
vysyted by the fayr floripes, & of the beaute of hyr 24 
chambre : capitulo iiij 

How kyng charles sent to badlawt thadmyral vij 
peres of fraunce, whyche wold not gladly haue goon 
thyder : capitulo v 28 

How thadmyral sent xv kynges sarasyns to charles 
to haue ageyn Fyerabras, the whyche were recounted by 
the peres of fraunce & put to deth : ca. vj 

Of the meruayllous brydge of mantryble, of the 32 
tribute that must be there payed for the passage, & how 
with fayr wordes the frensshe men passed ouer. [ca.] vij 

How the barons cam & spake to thadmyral, and 
what message they made to hym : capitulo viij 

' A iiii. * Ud, tapitulo. 
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THB CONTENTS OP THE SECOND BOOK. FT II, CH. VIII — XVII. 7 

How by the moyen of Floripes al the frensshemen How Fiorfpas 

saved the French 

were saued & lodgea? to-gyder & knowen by her, & knights. 

resonned & of thereliques shewed to them, & other 
4 maters : capitulo ix 

How lucafer, neuewe of thadmyral, vyolently ewtrecJ or the death of 

in to the chambre & after was slayne by due naymes in 

blowyng^ of the cole : capitulo x 

8 How by the counceyl of floripes the frenssh men and the capture of 

the castle of 

dyslodgecJ thadmyral fro his paleys strongely by grete Aigremont, 

bataylle, & how by enchauwtement a gyrdel was taken 

^fro his doughter : capitulo xj 

12 How the barons were assyeged? in that toure with wWchwasbe- 

floripes and her maydens whiche sufifred grete hungre, 

& how the goddes were by them confounded : ca. xij 

How the peres of fraunce came oute of the toure, & 

16 what grete batayll they made in which they mette & 

recouwtred xx sommyers with vytaylle : capitulo xiij 

How guy of burgoyne was taken with the sarasyns, ofthe capture of 
beten vylaynously & examyned of ballant thadmyral, "^* 
20 & the complayntes that floripes made for hym, & other 
maters : capitulo xiiij 

How the paynems had purposecJ to haue hanged guy and Ws rescue, 
of burgoyn, seyng< the crysten men, whyche socouredl 
24 hym puyssantly. [ca.] xv 

How the peres of fraunce tofore sayd were purueyed? 
of vytayl, & after restored, & after assyeged, & iou^t 
with the paynyms xvj 

28 How the toure was brente & a quarter fyl doun by of the burning of 
enchauntmewt, & how the frewsshe men were in grete B^ianT^' ^ 
peryl of deth & restored by assault that they made vpon 
the paynyms : capitulo xvij 

32 Here begynneth the thyrd parte of the second book pt ui contains 
the which conteyneth xvj chapytres & speketh how the * *^ *p "• 
barons of fraunce ^ made to them socours, and? the pay- 
nems confused & destroyed. 

Of the mocyon of the peres of fraunce for to sende 
' col. 2. * JSd, frauuce. 
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THE CONTENTS OP THE SECOND BOOK. PT III, CH. I — VIII. 



How the French 
determined to 
•end Richard to 
Charies for help. 

or the death of 
Clarion, 



How Richard 
passed the river 
Flagot, 



and reached 

Charles. 



How the French 
army passed the 
bridge of Man- 
trible. 



Of Amyot 
the giantess. 



and sfiewe ^tlieyr afifayres vnto kyng Charles, & how 
rychardl of Normondye wsis ordeyne<J for to goo to hym : 
capitulo primo 

How after that Rychard was departed the kyng* 4 
claryon, the ryght puyssaunt kyng, rode after hym, the 
whiche was slayn hy the sayd rychard valyauntly, & 
other maters : capitulo ij 

How the hors of rychard cam & retomed thrugh 8 
thexcersyte of thadmyral & was seen & knowen of the 
peres of fraunce, in so moche that they supposed he had 
ben deed, & how the brydge of mantryble was kept : 
ca. iij 12 

How rychard of l^ormandye passed the ryuer of 
flagot by myracle by the meane of a whyte herte : 
capitulo iiij 

How Charles was in purpoos for to haue retomed 16 
wythoute goyng* ony ferther, by the counceyl of the 
traytre ganellon & other his felowes : ca. v 

How after the complaynte of Charles rychard of 
normandye came to hym, which recounted the grete 20 
necessytees of the peres of fraunce & in what fere they 
were in : capitulo vj 

How by the moyen & counceyl of rychard of 'Not- 
mandye with iij other barons the stronge brydge of 24 
mantryble was wonne, not wythoute payne, & what 
manere man was galafre : ca. yij 

How by force of mortalyte & of batayll Charles entred 
into man^tryble after that Galafre was deed, not-with- 28 
stondyng that alorge the traytre was contrarye to hym, 
& many other maters, [ca.] viij 

How amyot the geantesse wyth an huge grete sy the 
dyd gretely hyr deuoyr ayenst the cristen men, & how 32 
hyr ij sones were baptysed, & of ballant thadmyral 
whan he knewe the tydynges : ca. ix 

How the peres of fraunce were assayled more 
» A iiij, bk. • col. 2. 



THE CONTENTS OP THE SECOND BOOK. PT III, OH. IX — ^XVI. 9 

strongely than euer they were, and how the toure was of the fortunes 

- , * of the knights 

quasi smyten doun to the erthe & after recomforted hy besieged by 
the holy relyques by them adoured?, and? other maters : * 
4 capitulo X 

How the frenssh men in the toure had tydynges of and how they saw 

the hoost of Charles & thadmyral also, and how Ganel- to their aid. 

Ion bare hym meruayllously whan he was sent forth 

8 allone & what he dyd : [ca.] xj 

How Charles themperour ordeyned x bataylles, & 

how they recountred the bataylles of puyssaunce of 

Ballant thadmyral, where as themperour dyd meruaylles, 

12 & other maters : ca. xij 

How in this bataylle folowyng* Sortybrawt the kyng How Reyner slew 
was slayn by Eeyner fader of Olyuer, and how after- 
ward thadmyral dyd meruaylles and grete ennoye to the 
16 frensshe men : capitulo xiij 

How the peres of fraunce that were in the toure cam or the capture of 

Balan, 

oute whan they sawe thoost of Charles, & how thad- 
myral wsis taken and holden prysoner : ca. xiiij 
20 ^ How ballant thadmyral for all the admonycion that 

was made to hym he wold not be baptysed but was and his death, 

oTn»iit 1 -lOA and of the baptism 

slayn, & Flonpes hys doughter wsis baptysed & after and marriage of 
wedded to guy of burgoyne, & guy crowned kyng & ^ ^"' 

24 she queue of that centre : capitulo xv 

How Florypes gaf the reliques to themperour, & how 

they were assayed & proued by myracle, & of the 

retoumyng* of charles & the ende of this book : ca. xvj 

28 U Here begynneth the iij book whiche conteyneth Book in contains 

4 parts. 

ij partyes by the chapytres folowyng declared. 

H The first partye of the iij book conteyneth xiiij Pt i contains xiy 
chapytres & speketh of the warres in spayne & of two 
32 grete geantes. 

How saynt lames appyered to Charles, & how by How at the wd- 

011 lAffij -i • ^^^S Of ^^ James 

the moyen & by the conduyte of the sterres he went in ciwries invaded 
to Galice, & what citees he there subdued j ca. primo 

» Av. 



10 THE CONTENTS OP THE THIRD BOOK. PT I, CH. I — Xlll. 



and of the church 
which he built to 
tlie saint. 



How Aigoland 

chullenged 

Charles, 



by whom he waf 
vanquished. 



OfFerraguBthe 
giant. 



and his duel with 
Boland« 



Of cytees goten in spayne by Charles, & how somme 
of theym were by hym cursed : capitulo ij 

Of a greto ydolle whyche was in a cyte that myght 
not be beten doun, and? of the sygnes & condycyons 4 
therof : capitulo iij 

Of the chyrche of saynt lames in Galyce, & of other 
chyrches that he dyd there do founda : [ca.] iiij 

How after that Aygolant the geaunt had taken 8 
spayne & destroyed and put to deth the crysten men 
Charles recouerd it, & other maters : capitulo v 

^How aygoland sent to Charles that he shold feably 
come to hym with lytel peple to make Juste warre, & 12 
how Charles in habyte dissimyled spake to hym, & 
other maters : capitulo vj 

How Charles accompanyed with moche peple retomed 
to the place forsaid & took the cite of agewne, & other 16 
maters : capitulo vij 

Of the vertuous operacions that charles dyd whan 
he was retorned in to fraunce, & what barows he had in 
his companye, and of theyr puyssaunce : capitulo viij 20 

Of the tryewes of charles & of aygolant & of the 
deth of his peple, & wherfore aygoland was not bap- 
tysed : ca. ix U Of the deth of aygolawt & of his peple, 
& how moche people of the cristen men were dede by 24 
cowcupyscence of money, & the crysten fouwden dede 
by myracle : ca. x U Of ferragz^ the meruayllous geant, 
bow he bare awaye the barons of frauwce with out 
dauwger, & how afterward rolland foujt ayenst hym : 28 
ca. xj 

How on the mome rolland and ferragus foughten 
to-gyder, and of their desputyng of their fayth, and by 
what meane Ferragus was slayn by rolland : ca. xij 32 

How Charles went to cordube where as the kyng of 
that place & of cibylle abode bym, & of their destruc- 
tyon: ca. xiij 

" col. 2. 
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How the chirche of saint James was halo wed & of the church 

bnilt by Charles 

sacred by turpin tharchebisshop, & thother chirches ^of to st James. 

spayne subgettes to the same, & of y® pryncypal 
4 chyrches : [oa.] xiiij 

U The second partye of the iij book conteyneth x Pt ii contains x 

chapytres & speketh of the trayson doon and made by 

Ganellon & of the deth of the peres of fraunce. 
8 How the trayson was comprysecJ by Ganellon of the or the treason of 

Ganelon. 

deth of the crysten men, & how ganellon is repreued? 
by thauctour : ca. j 

Of the deth of kyng marsuryus, and? how Rollandl 

12 was hurte wyth foure speres mortally after that al his 

peple were slayn an(J deed? : capitulo ij 

How Eolland deyed? nioche holyly after many maters of the death of 

o T-i. -H 1 -t, t 1 1 Roland, 

& orysons made, andf prayecJ to go(J moche deuoutely, 

16 and of the complaynte made vpon hys swerde durandal : 

capitulo iij 

Of the vysion of the deth of rolland? shewed to and how Turpin 
tharchebysshop Turpyn, & of the sorowe of charles, & 
20 how he complayned hym pyteously, & other maters, iiij 

How olyuer was fou7iden slayn, ancJ of the deth of of the deaths 

of Oliver and 

the sarasyns, & of the deth of ganellon whyche was Ganeion. 
hydous : capitulo v 

24 How after the thynges aforesayd? Charles gaf thank- 
ynges ancJ preysynges to gO(J andf to Saynt Denys : 
And of the constitucions that he made in frau7^ce : 
capitulo vj 

28 How Charles wente into Almayn where as he deyedl of the death and 

burial of Charles, 

holyly, 2 and of his deth shewed to tharchebysshop Tur- 
pyn, and of his buryeng* Imperyally : ca. vy 
Of the recapitulacion of al this werke, and of hys 
32 deth at aeon, & of his sepulture : capitulo viij 
Thexcusacyon of thauctour. [ca.] ix 
Thenuoye of thauctour : ca. x 

f Explicit 
" A V, bk. « ool. 2. 



12 OF THE D£8G£NT OF TH£ KINGS OF FRANCE FBOM FRANOUS. 



[Of the kyngcs of fraunce paynyms vnto kyng* 
cloys the first cristen kyng : capitulo 



Of the colonisa- 
tion of France 
by Francne, » 



companion of 



andofthekinge 
of France after 
hlnu 




S it is redde in thystoryes of the troians 4 
After the destructyon of the noble cyte of 
Troye there was a kyng< moche noble named 
francus, the whyche was felowe of Eneas, which, 
whan he departed fro Troye came in to the regyon of 8 
fraunce & began to regno in grete prosperyte : & for 
the felycyte of his name he dyd compose & do edyfyo a 
cyte whiche he named? fraunce, & so folowyng* all the 
regyon was called frauwce : & after, whaw frauwce was 12 
enhauTiced & reduced to mageste ryal Priamus was the 
fyrst that regned vpon the frensshe men v yere. The 
second was marcurius xxxiij yere ; The iij pharamuwdus 
regned xj yere ; The iiij clodyus xiiij yere ; The v 16 
Meroneus x yere ; The vj hildericus xxvij. yere, & the 
vij was Clodoneus, the fyrst crysten kyng* whyche 
regned vpon the frensshe men after thyncamacion of 
our lord cccclxxxiiij yere, of whome I entende to make 20 
a litel mencyon vpon hys merueyllous conuersacyon. 



Of Oaidengm, 
King of Bar- 
gnndj, and his 
Jborions, 



% How the kyng clodoneus paynym had' to 
wyf the noble doughter of the kynge of 
burgoyne : capitulo ij 24 

IN that tyme was kyng* of the burgoynons guy- 
dengus, the whiche had iiij sones al of good 
aege, that is to wete, Agabondus, the ij ^godo- 
gesylus, the iij. Hyspericus, & the fourth Godamarus. 28 
The fyrst agabondus replenysshed of al inyquyte 
put to deth by swerd his broder hispericus and after 



' Avj. 



col. 2. 



OP THE FAMILIES OP CLOTS AND HIS WIPE CLOTILDIS. 13 

henge his wyf, & put a stone aboute hyr necke & 
drownecJ hyr. This hyspericus had two f ayre doughters, 
theldest was namecJ throne whom agabondus her vncle 
4 bannysshecJ fro hys contrey & sent hir forth in habyte 
dyssymyled. The yonger of these ij doubters was Ofciotiidis, 

daughter of 

named clotildis, whom he reteyned for hir beaute wyth Hyspericus, 
hym in Ws hous. duryng. thys the kyng clodoneus, or Sl?^!'*"^"' 
8 Cloys in frensshe, beyng a paynym whyche byleuecJ with 
his subgettes but vpon ydoUes, oftymes for hys affayres 
sent his messagers in to burgoyne. clotyldys this fayr 
mayde was ofte seen of the messagers of the kyng 

12 Cloys & by-holden a£fectuously, and for hir grete beaulte 
& dyscrecyon the sayd? messagers notyfyecJ it to the 
kyng cloys, and whan thys kyng Cloys was ynough 
informe(J of the grete beaute & wysdom of this mayde, 

16 whyche was crysten, he was moche curyous to sende 
his herawdes vnto agabondus vncle of thys doughter for 
to haue hyr to maryage. Duryng^ those dayes the 
kyng* Cloys had a subtyl man wyth hym named cioys sends 

20 aurelyanus, which by comaundement of hys lord wente guise to see 
.^to the place where as was thys mayde & put hym self 
in habyte moche poure and dyssymyled, & left his 
good habytes with his felowes in a wode & went moche 

24 holyly tofore the moder chyrche of that place the day 
of a grete feste, & set hym self in the myddes of the 
poure peple for to receyue almesse lyke as other dyden. 
whan tholBFyce was accomplysshed this mayde Clotildis, 

28 like as she was accustomed, atte departyng* fro the 
chyrche began to gyue almesse to the poure peple, & 
whan she came to Aurelianus she gaf to hym in his He presents iiim- 

self before her to 

honde a pyece of golde, & anone he as glad & wel receive aims. 
32 contente kyssed hyr honde. whan this lady was in hyr 
chambre she began to thynke on that poure man that 
had kyssed hyr honde & sent for to seche hym by she sends for him, 

hyr seruaunt. whan he wyst it he cam to hir moche 

* A vj, back. 



14 OF THE MARRIAGE OF CLOYS TO CLOTILDIS. 

Joyously and? bare in his honde the rynge of kyng cloys 

& humbly behaued? hyin tofore hyr. U The mayde 

and asks him began to Say to hym ; " saye to me wherfore dyssymyl- 

who he ^'f , - 

and his oyect in est thou thy Self lyke to the poure people." Aurelyanus 4 
answerd : " Madame, knowe ye for trouthe that I am 
a messager of the noble kyng< cloys kyng< of Fraunce, 
whiche hath sente me to you, & beyng* enformed? of 
your beaute & wysdom desyreth you to be hys wyf & 8 

Anreiian tells her, for to be quene," & forthwith he ^presented to hir the 

and presents the 

ring of Cloys, ryuge of kyng cloys the whyche she took & put it in to 
the tresour of agabondus hir vncle, & sayd to the mes- 
sager that he shold recomaunde hyr to the kyng in 12 

ciotudis says she tcllyug to hym that it was not leeful to a paynym to 

pagan. hauc to his wyf a crysten womaw. Neuertheles she 

prayed hym that of al this he sholdl say noo worde, & 
that she woldf not doo but as the kyng* wolcJ. & vpon 16 
this poynt aurelianus came and shewed al to the kyng, 

Next year Cloys wherevpon the kyng cloys the yere folowyng* sent ageyn 

demands Clotildis ,. ,. . .- iny^i..iT 

to wife ftom Aga- "IS messagcr BAirelmmts to agabondus vncle of Clotildis 
" °"* for to haue hyr to his wyf. whan Agabondus knewe 20 

thentencyon of kyng cloys he ansuercJ to the messager : 
who at first re- " Say hardy ly to the kyng* thy lord that he hath lytel 

fuses, but after- ^ v ./ v c v 

wards consents, to do in desyryng* to haue my nyece to wyf : " but the 

bourgoynons wyse couwseyllours, redoubtyng the puys- 24 
saunce of kyng Cloys, by good counceyl whan they had 
. wel serched the tresour of Agabondus their kyng & 
founde the rynge of kyng cloys which clotyldis had 
layed therin, wherin was grauew & portrayed his ymage, 28 
wente & concluded to performe the wylle of kyng clois : 
& vpon .this agabondus f ul of yre delyuerd Clotildis to 
aurelianus & he brou3t hir with his peple with grete 
loye to kyng cloys which had grete ^playsyr to see 32 

Cloys and do- thys fayr mayde. And f orthwyth with al solemnyte 

tildis are married. •, ., ■, , * i . .. i 

after the maner royal he espoused hir after the custome 
of his lawe. 

' col. 2. « A vij. 



HOW CLOTILDIS TRIED TO CONVERT CLOTS TO CHRISTIANITY. 15 

^ How kyng' Cloys was admonested' by the 

quene clotildis aflFectuously that he shold' 

byleue in the crysten fayth, and' other 

^ maters : capitulo iij 

THe fyrst nyght after tlie espousaylles afcte houre 
that the kyng* and? the quene sholcJ slepe to- 
gyder, Clotyldis enbraced? wyth the loue of god 
8 by grete knowlege of Ihesus our lord went an(J saicJ 
to the kyng* : " My right dere lord, I requyre the ciotiWig makes 
tliat it please the to grauwte to me a lytel demauwde cioys. 
byfore or I entre in to thy bedde wyth the." The 
12 kynge say^ : ** demaunde what thou wylt For I am 

wel contente." Clotyldys thenne saycJ to hym : " Fyrstj'^First, that he wiii 

_ _ become a 

I demaunde, requyre, and admoneste the that thou wylt christian 
byleue in god of heuen Fader almyghty, whyche made 

16 heuen and? erthe & that hath createcJ the. And? in 
Ihesu Cryst his gloryous sone, kyng* of alle kynges, 
which by his passyon hath redemedf the. Andf in the 
holy ghoost, confirmatour and Illumynatour of al good 

20 werkes, procedyng* fro the fader & fro the sone, the 
foresaycJ Trynyte in one onely essen[ce], to whome 
ought to be gy^uen al honour and all lawde & byleue. 
Byleue ye in this holy byleue andf mageste and? leue and forsake his 

^. fiUaegods. 

24: the ydoUes made wyth mannes honde, a folysshe thyng 
and vayn, and? thynke for to restore the holy chyrches 
whyche thou hast brente. Secondly, I requyre the secondly, that he 
that thou wylt demaunde my parte and porcyon of the dowry from Aga- 

28 goodes of my fader and of "my moder of agabondz^ myn 
vncle whom he dyd put to deth falsely and wythoute 
occasyon, but the vengeaunce I leue to god." whan she 
had said this the kyng answerd : f " Thou hast 

32 demaunded me a poynte & passage which is to me ouer 
strayt & hard to graunte, that is that I shold .forsake 
my goddes by whome I gouern me, for to adoure one 

* col. y. 
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CLOYS DEMANDS HIS QUEEN S DOWRY FROM A6AB0NDUS. 



Cloys begfl to ask 
■omething elae, * 

bat she repeats 
her first request. 



Cloys sends Anre- 
lian to demand 
his wife's 
property. 



Ag^bondas In a 
raKe refuses to 
give it up. 



but by the advice 
of his counsellors 
given way. 



Clotildifl has a 
son, who is 
baptised. 



but dies shortly 
after. 



Cloys SA|rs it 
would not have 
died had it not 
been baptised. 



onely godf of wbome thou hast spoken to me. demauT/de 
of me som other thyng* & with good hert I shal 
doo it." Clotildis aywuerd : " as moche as is possyble 
to me to requyre I supplye & byseche the that thou 4 
wilt adoure the god of heuen maker of al, to who me 
onely is due al honour." the kyng made none other 
ansuer but sente anone Aurelyen his factour to aga- 
bondus for to haue the goodes longyng* to the quene 8 
Clotildis, & whan Aurelyen hadf doon his message 
Agabondus, replenysshed with grete Ire, ayisuerd to the 
message! that he shold as soone haue ^alle his royame 
as ony thyng of hym. For which cause Aurelyen said 12 
to hym : " the kyng cloys my maister comau7ideth the 
by me that thou make an answer vpon my demaunde 
or ellys he shalle be euyl contente." Thenne the bour- 
goynons helden a counceyl ancJ sayd to agabondus their 16 
kyng : " Sir kyng, gyue to your nyece of your goodes 
as reason wyl for it is ryght. And we knowe wel that 
so ought ye to doo and to take playsyr to haue good 
alyaunces with clois the kyng* and wy th all the frensshe 20 
peple, to thendo that they renne not on vs. For the 
people is boystous & furious and, that worse is, wythout 
mynde of god " And vpon this poynte Agabondus, 
constrayned to the counceyl of the bourgoyhons hys 24 
people, sente a grete partye of his tresour to Aurelyen 
the messager of kyng* Cloys. In a litel tyme after the 
kyng cloys in vysityng his royame The quene clotyldis 
was anon grete with chylde, and sone after was delyuerd 28 
of a sone whome she dyd do baptyse. And contynuelly 
requyred the kyng that he wold byleue 6is to-fore is 
sayd, but he in no wyse wold here her ne do therafter. 
And whan the chylde was baptysed anone it exspyred 32 
& dyed, wherof the kyng* was euyl contente and sayd 
to the quene : ^" yf thou haddest gyuen hym and 
dedyed hym to my goddes he were now alyue." The 

* A vij, back. ' col. ij. 
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quene apswerd : " for this thyiig» I am noo thyng per- 
turbled in my courage, but I rendre & gyue tha/ikynges 
to god my creatour by cause he hath me so dygne 
4 and worthy that it hath plesed hym to take in to his 
royalme of heuen the fyrst fruy t of my wombe." After, 
the yere folowyng she had ageyn another sone named a second ton 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ also falls iU after 

lodomyrus, the whyche whan he was baptysed bycame baptism, 
8 anone so seke that it was supposed he shold deye. 
And whan the kyng* sawe it languysshe he beyng* euyl 
contente said to the quene: "and now,"^ sayd he, 
" it shal none otherwyse be of this chylde but as it was 
12 of that other his broder, by-cause ayenst myn entente 

thou doost thy wylle in baptysyng* them." Thenne the ^«^ through the 

queen's prayers 

quene for the fere of the kyng* prayed to god deuoutely recovers, 
for the helthe of hyr chylde, And anone he was 
16 guarysshed and hooL 

% How the kyng' Cloys was vyctoryous of hys 
enemyes by cause he byleued' in Ihesu 
Cryste: Capitulo iiij 

20 J /" Yng Cloys after certeyn tyme bega?i to make ciois attacks the 
warre mortal ayenst the Almayns, And so 
perseueryng the ^allemayns had vyctorye on 
the frensshe men in suche wyse that they were ouer- bat is defisated 

24 throwen & slayn. Thewne whan aurelyen sawe the 
dystructyon of the kynges peple he began to beholde 
the kyng hys lord & sayd to hym : " Syr kyng*, ye see 
tof ore your eyen the mortal destructyon of your peple, 

28 I requyre you that ye byleue in god almyghty whycli Aoreiian calls 
bath made heuen & erthe, I mene hym whome my lady converted, 
the quene adoureth^ precheth, and byleueth on." 
Whan the kyng had herde^ aurelyen thus speken in 

32 grete aflfectyon he began to lyfte his eyen vnto heuen 
and wepte moche largely, and wyth grete pyte thu» 

' Ed. how. * A viy. 
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18 CLOIS, BEING OONVERTBD TO CHRISTIANITY, SUBDUES THE GERMANS. 



and the king 
yields to his 
entreaties. 



Clois baying 
acknowledged 
himself a 
Christian prays 
to God for aid. 



He gidns a victory 
over the Germans. 



Clotildis sends 
for Remigins 
to baptise Clois. 



flay(J : " Iliesu cryst, sone of the veray god almyghty, 
on "whom my wyf by-leueth and wyth al hyr hert 
precheth & notyfyeth hym to gyue remedye to them 
that ben in trybulacyons, I byseche the of ayde and! 4 
socour that I may be vyctoryous of myn enemyes by 
experyence presently. I byleue^ on the, and! in thy 
name I shalle baptyse me. I haue demaunded my 
goddes for to helpe me but they haue doon no thyng 8 
for me, AncJ I say they be of noo value ne of noo 
comforte whan they may not helpe them that requyre 
them. Wherfore to the as veray god and lord I requyre 
the that I may be delyuerd by thy hye puyssaunce fro 13 
myn aduer'saryes." he thus sayeng* wyth an hyghe 
voys The allemayns his enemyes vanquysshed & mur- 
dred began to flee in suche wyse that theyr kyng 
was deed, wherfore they that alvode yclded them to 16 
kyng* cloys and bycamen his subgettes and sette al that 
contreye vnder hys obayssaunce & puyssaunce payeng* 
yerely trybute. Thenne after this vyctory by the 
puyssaunce of god obteyned he came in to fraunce And 20 
recounted alle to the queue hys wyf, how by Inuocacion 
dyuyne and by thayde of god almyghty he had obteyned 
vyctorye. 

% How the kyng' was baptysed' by saynt 24 
Remyge, & in hys baptesme by myracle 
was broujt the holy ampulle by an aungel 
fro heuen wherof euer after all the kynges 
of Fraunce been enoynted' in theyr conse- 28 
cracyon atte cyte of Raynes : capitulo . v. 

AFter that the queue had herde the kynge whyche 
was conuerted vnto the crysten fayth for the 
vyctorye whych he had obteyned she had grete 32 
loye And Incontynewt sent after saynt Kemyge bysshop 



^ Ed, byleueue. 



' col. ij. 



8T. REMIGIUS MAKES PREPARATIONS FOR THE BAPTISM OF CLOIS. 19 

of raynes, a moclie holy man, whiclie came to hyr for 
to preche to the kyng* his saluacyon & the manere of 
the crysten fayth. & whan he was comen, after that TheMrfigpoome^ 

and by 1^ 

4 ^he had? wel enformed the kyng, began Btrongely to preaching 

. converts the 

excyte the peple of fraunce to byleue m Ihesu Cryst, whole French 
And? the peple gaynsayecj it not. For in knowyng* the 
errour of thydolles they began al to byleue in god & 
8 say : " Syr kyng* gloryous, it is best that ye forsake 
thydolles and? adoure the go^ Inmortal whome the 
quene adoureth and? preyseth & so for to do all we be 
contente.'* Incontynent al this was shewed? to saynt whonrgethe 

king to forsake 

12 Eemyge, wherof Be was moche loyous, and cam to them idoutiy. 
dylygently as a goo($ herdman that taketh grete payne 
to kepe the sheep fro his aduersarye ; an^ grete playsyr 
ought he to haue to come thyder, For his comyng< an^ 

16 hys prechyng* dyd? soo grete prouffyte that it made the 
peple to be regenerate after thordynaunce of holy bap- 
tesme, wythoute whych no man may entre in to heuen. 
wherfore the necessyte of the saluacion of thys kyng' 

20 enlumyned of grace, dysposed? to byleue, conioyned to 
goo^ entencyon maa^ affectuously saynt Remyge to 
come, for he thought wel whan the kyng* was baptysed? 
an($ byleued? in Ihesu cryst an^ his commaundements 

24 that al the peple subgette to hym shold? do the same 

wyse. AncJ whan saynt remyge was comen an^ had? st. Remigius 

makes prepara- 

commyned with the kyng touchyng his salua-^cyon uonstorthe 
[he] began to ordeyne the place for to baptyse hym 

28 honourably, and dyd? do* paynte the hystoryes after 
somme poyntes of our crysten fayth moche rychely and 
repayred? the places ryght delycyously. f And? on that 
other he dyd? do ordeyne & founde chirches autentykly, 

32 & compose baptyzatoryes & frentes conuenably. whan 
al this was done *y® kyng was al redy to receyue the 

» A viy, back. « col. 2. * Ed. to. 

* The wordfi between the asterisks are repeated in the 
original with slight alterations, as follow : And . ihenne the 
kyng was al redy to veceyue the holy sacrament of baptesme 



20 OLOIS AND ALL HIS PEOPLE ARE BAPTISED BT ST. BEMIOIUS. 



He deliven an 
exhortation to 
the king. 



Bemififiiis 
declares the 
article* of the 
Christian fidth. 



Clois and all his 
snbjeets are 
baptised. 



A dore brings 
from heaven a 
yessel containing 
Ghrism, 



holy sacrament of baptesme, to whome the frende of 
gocH saynt remyge began to say by faconde manere. 
5r " Syr kyng*, it is tyme that ye ought wyth pure en- 
tencyon to forsake the false goddes to whome tofore 4 
this tyme ye haue gyuen fayth,* whyche ben ful of al 
vanyte ancH do no thynge but excersite of dampnacyon. 
And ye ought to byleue wyth ryjt humble hert in one 
onely god almyghty, the fader, the sone, & the holy 8 
ghoost, one onely & pure essence, whyche hath created 
heuen and erthe, to whome one onely ou3t to gyue 
fayth and creaunce : and in Ihesu cryst his sone, 
whyche for the sauacyon of humayn creature ^wold 12 
take humanyte couenable for to repayre thynobedyence 
of our fyrst fader Adam. And that was conceyued in 
the bely of the Virgyn marie by the werk of the holy 
ghoost : whyche after was sette on the crosse and took 1 6 
deth dolorously for to redeme vs, was buryed and roos 
fro deth to lyf, and after ascended in to heuen, and 
sytteth vpon the ryght honde of the fader, and fro 
thens shal come and ludge the lyuyng* and deed. 20 
IF Also ye shal byleue in holy chyrche, our catholyque 
moder, & her ordonnayre." and whan saynt Remyge 
had ynough enformed the kyng* and the peple of our 
fayth and byleue he baptysed them in the name of the 24 
fader & of the sone & of the holy ghoost. And whan 
he came to enoyntyng* after the custome of the holy 
cresme whyche noo man brought, Incontynent by the 
plesyr of god and demonstraunce myraculous, they alle 28 
fitondyng',2 sodeynlye came doun descendyng fro heuen 
a douue shynyng, whiche bare in hyr becke an holy 
ampull and lefte it in the same place where the holy 
cresme was, wherwyth the kyng» cloys was fyrst 32 

[printed taptesme], To whom Saynt Remyge began by fayr 
manere : " Syr Kyng, it is tyme that je ought of pure Inten- 
oion to forsake the goddes to whome here afore tyme ^e haue 
byleued on." 

1 B j. • M. stiftidyug'. 
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enoyntedf in grete deuocyon by Saynt Remyge ; whyche 
Ampiill is presently at Raynes, of whyche holy cresme 
that is therin the kynges of fraunce ^onelye been withwWchaii 

A i^ -h • 1 -r -r 1 kings of France 

4 enoyntedf ones in theyr consecracyon. IT In that tyme sinoe have been 
were baptysed the systers of the sayd kyng» and thre 
thousand men of hys excersyte, and so after all the 
peple of fraunce in grete loye and exaltacion of glorye. 

8 % The second' partye of the first book con- 
teyneth fyue chapytres, and' speketh of the 
begynnyng' of kyng' Pepyn And' Charle- 
mayn hys sone. 

12 ^ How Pepyn by his pradence was chosen 
kyng' of Fraunce when the lygnage of 
kyng cloys faylled' in successyon : ca. j 

THe book precedent maketh mencyon of kyng* 
Cloys the fyrst crysten kynge of the lordes of 
Fraunce of whome the lygnage succeded from 
heyre to heyres vnto the foure and twenty kyng, whych 
was the kyng* Pepyn of another lygnage. And the 

20 Kynge whyche was the xxiij after the kyng Cloys and After the death of 
of his lignage was named hildricus, the which ^kyng* becomes king, 
deuoute & contemplatyf wythoute cure to excersyse 
thoffyce royal of a kynge put hym self in relygyon for 

24 to lede a solytarye lyf. IT In that tyme was Pepyn bat gives up 
moche valyaunt of hys persone and moche noble prynce. become a monk. 
And by cause that alle the kynges of fraunce haue suc- 
ceded of thys sayd Pepyn, and in especial charlemayn 

28 his sone vpon whome this werke is comprysed, I wyl 
here begynne to treate the mater the whyche I entende 
superfycially to speke of. And lyke as the book whyche 
is called myrrour hystoryal compryseth. That Pepyn 

32 the prynce on a tyme sente hys messagers to Eome to Pepin's demand 
the Pope Zacharye for to haue answer vpon a demaunde, ^ ^^ '^ ^^^* 
That is to wete, " whether is he more worthy to be a 
' col. ij. « B j, back. 
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THB ATTBIfiUTBS OF ▲ BULBR. 



and the Pope's 
answer. 



The dntie* and 
qnalities of a 
king. 



He should not 
keep too many 
horses or 
servants, 



nor keep had 
company. 

He shoald he a 
good husband, 
fnnd of learning, 
Just, 



and, ahove all» 
religious. 



kyng or to be said a kyng wliiche fo[r] pees anci parfygbt 
vnyon taketh on hym grete pajme & traoaylle, or ellys 
he that retcheth of noo thynge and is abandonned and 
gynen to all slouth and is onely contente to bane the 4 
name onely of kyng* 1 " Wban tbe pope bad berde tbys 
demauTzde be remaunded to Pepyn tbat be by lygbt 
reason and veray equyte ougbt to be called a kyng tbat 
gouemetb and ruletb bys fayt for tbe comyn wele & 8 
contynuetb it. For wbycbe ansuer & demaunde tbe 
Frenssbe men by counceyP ^approuued consydered 
tbeyr kyng* byldrycus professed in a monasterye in lyf 
solytarye and contemplatyf, (And tbat not wytbstond- 12 
yng» ougbt not to be ony tbyng ayenst tbem tbat lynen 
solytaryly,) bow wel a kyng* ougbt not to be solytarye, 
For sucbe as is tbe Kyng* sucbe is tbe "Royame. IT For 
salamon saytb, yf tbe kyng* be neclygent tbe peple 16 
wote not what to doo, And blessyd is tbe londe tbat 
batb a prynce noble. AUe tbe frenssbe men beyng* 
wel enformed of tbe condycions apperteynyng* to a 
kynge after an auctour tbat saytb tbus : IF " Tbe Prynce 20 
whan be is ordeyned ought not to baue horses super- 
fluous ne make bis peple more subgette than they ought 
to be, and ought not to take but seruauntes propyre' 
and necessarye wythoute superfluyte, and not to nour- 24 
ysshe ouer many houndes ne other beestes vnprouflfyt- 
able but take them in mesure. IF And be shold eschewe 
multyplycacyon of mynstrelljs, Tabouryns, commyn 
wymmen, lecherous men. IT And be shold not cor- 28 
rupte bys subgettes by euyl exaumple. He shold not 
breke bys espousaylles, he shold gladly rede in bookes 
& shold baue by hym peple wel letterd. And shold 
luge wythoute fauour. IF And tofore al thynges *be 32 
shold adoure Ss serue god : be shold not gladly take 
yeftes, & ougbt not gladly to cbauwge bys offycers." 



' Ed. ceunceyl. 
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Alle thys tlijoige wel seen emonge them for the^ con- 
seruacion of the people emonge the myscreauwtes which 
were at that tyme, [they] wente ancJ chosen for to be Pepin is chosen 
4 kyng* of Fraunce the noble Pepyn, and fro that tjyme French, 
forthon the lygnage of kyng cloys regnedf nomore vpon 
the frensshe men. And he was consecrate by saynt ui<i consecrated 
Boneface, And? by thauctoryte apostolyque & by Saynt 
8 Stephen Pope with his ij sones Charlemayn & charles^ 
the grete was confermed and approuued and ordeyned 
all the kynges of fraunce in grete benedyction to sue- 
cede fro lygnage to lygnage moost nexte. And the said 

12 pope gaf his maledyction to al them that were op- 
posaunts and ayenst these thynges aforesayd. IF Thenne 
after this noble kyng Pepyn made grete warre to the He makes war 
englysshe men. aL afL the gfyse Eomayn he T^^^ 

16 ordeyned the seruyce in the chyrches of fraunce aniJ 
many other maters meruayllous wherof thonour is attry- 
buted by good ryght to hym by vyctorye obteyned, and 
was buryed in the chyrche of Saynt Denys in Fraunce. 

20 And lefte hys heyres hys two sones afore sayd whome At his death he 

leaves two sons, 

he had goten on the noble quene berte, doughter ^of 

the grete Herclyn Cezar, of whome the lignage of between whom 

his Idngdom ia 

romayns of germayns and of the grekes haue had con- divided. 
24 currence. wherfore by good ryght in tyme folowyng* the 

kyng* Charles was chosen and maad Emperour of Kome. 

And the sayd kynge Pepyn regned xviij yere in pros- 

peryte dygne of saluacyon, and after that the broder 
28 of the sayd Charles had regned in his partye of the 

royame ij yere he deyed, And thenne after alle the on the death ot 

his brother 

gouemement hoolly of the royame of fraunce abode to Charlemagne 

becomes sole 

the sayd charles as here-after shalle be more playnly king. 
32 shewed. 

^ Of kyng Charles after that he had' maad' 
many constytucyons wyth the Pope Adryan, 

* Iki, repeats and charles, ' col. 2« 




24 GHABLEMAONB VISITS BOMB. 

& how he was emperour of Rome : capi- 
tulo ij 

noble Charlemayn, otherwyse calledl Charles 
the grete, the whiche for the gretenes of hys 4 
body, puyssaunce, and opperacions virtuouses by 
merite is called grete as I haue saydf, whyche after 
the deth of hys brother was^ onely kyng of Fraimce. 
A lytel whyle after that the Pope ^adryan regned Ss 8 
dyd grete dyligence to strengthe & corobere the crysten 
^Eiyth in annullyng the heresyes and constytutyng 
ymages for representacyon of sayntes in chyrches. And 

Hisiabounin to 'many other labours merytoryes adioyned in the 12 

church. seruyce of god & of holy chyrche The kyng charles 

ayenst the myscreauntes taryed not to confounde them 

At the invitation but had vyctoryo of them in dyuers^ maners, & the pope 

chartoB visits adryan, whyche was wel enformed that thys Charles 16 
was a stronge pyler of the chyrche and protectour of the 
faythy sente for hym that he shold come to Eome. 
And whan he came to panye there he taryed & sette 

He lays siege to hys syegc and soioumed a lytel tyme, And after wy th 20 
a fewe of hys people departed & came to rome. And 
there he was receyued affectuously and vysyted many 
places deuoutelye. And after whan he retomed he 

and takes it. took pauyc. And whan he had all doon his playsyr 24 
he retomed to Eome. And wyth the Pope adiyan 

A general Council he assembled many bysshoppes and abbottes ftol the 

is held at Rome. .».»** l j 

nombre of an hondred & liij where they ordeyned many 
constytttcyons vpon the fayt of ^ the vnyuersal chyrcha 28 
And in that synode for the grete holynes of charles The 
pope and al thassystentes gaf hym power for to ordeyne 
bisshoppes Ss archebisshops ^in al his contrees and 
prouynces. And al them that so shal be ordeyned he 32 
shal conf erme and the rebellys that shall gaynsaye them 
he shal curse and theyr goodes be confysked. This 

» Ud. he was. » B ij, back. ' JSd, dynera. * col. 2. 
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noble charles wyth hys two sones^^that one named! 
Pepyn & that other lowys, And the xij pyeres of 
fraunce, whyche al had promysed fydelyte one to that 
4 other for to leoparde theyr lyf for the crysten fayth. 
In that tyme many mortal warres duryng* the lyf of After many 

•^ bloody wan he 

kyng* Pepyn & ol charles and after that the royame reduces itaiy 

under hie power. 

of lombardye was destroyed and delyuerd of the mys- 
8 creauntes, And maad pees not wythonte grete trauayll 
for to come from fraunce in to lombardye by cause of 
the dauTzgerous countre. whan alle thys was termyned 
to hys playsyr he reduced alle ytalye vnder the trybute 

12 of the royame of Fraunce. In suche wyse that whan 
ytalye was thus destroyed he went to Eome for to 
gyue thankynges and laude to god moche deuoutelye 
for vyctorye that he had and for execusyon doon vpon 

16 the enemy es of the fayth. And there with the pope 
Adryan he maad many constytucyons whyche by ry^t 
equyte ought wel to be obserued. And after he beyng* 
thus in Rome vyctoryous hys sone Pepyn was ordeyned His eon Pepin le 

oA o 1 t t» ,^ jt 4-K1 consecrated king 

^U & consecrate kyng ^of the ytalyens, And hys sone ofitaiy.andhia 

. 1 1. 1. 11 second son Louis 

lowys was ordeyned and consecrate kyng* vpon guyan. ungofOaienne. 
thys doon the Romayns whyche of grete ancyaunte were 
of grete apporte after that the emperour was by them 

24 put to deth Constantyn his sone wold haue regned for 
themperour, whyche was not wel in the fauour of the 
senatours and other Romayns ; the whyche beyng in this 
poynte, after that they had taken delyberacyon of grete 

28 counceyl, seeyng* the grete valure and noblesse of kyng* 
Charles, whyche was so parfyght in alle noblesse 
hardynesse, prudence, & other vertues as I ^alle touche 
herafber alle playne, that by consente of eueryche he charieeiscfaoeen 

Emperor oC 

32 was chosen emperour of Rome wyth grete loange & some, 
exaltacyofi of loye Innumerable, And by the honde 
of Pope Leo he was crowned emperour with alle 
honoures that myght be comprysed. And al wyth one 

» B iij. 



20 A DESCRIPTION OF THE PERSONAL APPEARANCE, ETC., OF CUARLE8. 



Of the p>od 
works of Charles 
during his reign 
of ;i8 years. 



According to 
Turpin 



Charles was 
more than 8 feet 
high, stout, 

broad-shouldered, 



and large of limb. 



with a beard a 
fo<jt long. 

Hlfi fkoe wan 
long and fkir : 
his eyes bright 
and sparkling. 



voys gaf to hym laude and honour, And? calledf hym 
Cezar & Augost by a symylytnde of valure in contem- 
placyon of grete playsyr that they had maad hym kyng< 
of ytalyens. 4 

% Of the corpulence of kjmge Charles, and' of 
the maner of hys lyung' : capitulo iij 

^ /NHarlemayn Kynge of Fraunco after that he was 
I I Emperour he djd many meruayllous werkes and 8 
Vy regned emperour thyrtene yere, And had thenne 
regned vpon the frensshe men xxxiij yere. And in 
the cont[r]ye of Rome he edyfyed many cytees and 
restored good townes & many other thynges whyche 12 
may not well be recounted by cause of his merueyllous 
werkes. Neuertheles for to knowe what man he was 
his werkes wytnessen : as moche as toucheth thexcercyte 
of hys persone Turpyn the holy man archebysshop of 16 
Eaynes whych lyued that tyme and was oft tymes in the 
companye of kyng* Charles sayth that he was a man 
wel faryng* of hys body & grete of persone and had hys 
syght and regarde fyers & malycyous. IT The lengthe 20 
of hys persone conteyned eyght feet after the mesure 
of his feet, which were merueyllously long ; fatte, and 
massyf was he of his sholdres and raynes wythoute 
hauyng the bely otherwise than wel a poynte. The 24 
armes and thyes he had ample and large: he was a 
subtyl knyght & ryght wyse actyf and moche fyers, and 
of alle hys membres he was of ryght grete strengthe. 
he had the face deduyte in lengthe and hys berde was 28 
a foot longe : ^he had hys nose reysed vpon a roundnes : 
A fayr regarde and countenaunce had thys man : he had 
the face of a large fote brode ; he had the eyen like a 
lyon sparklyng* lyke a cole by furyous regarde, his 32 
wynbrowes grete. Assone as he byhelde a man in 
augre eche man had of bym fere and drede in openyng* 

' col. 2. * B iij, back. 
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his eyen. The gyrdle of whyche he was gyrde was viij His waigt was 

^8 feet roancU 

fote longe wy th-oute that that henge doun fro the hokle 
to the pendaunt. whan he took hys repaast he was 
4 contente wyth ly tel brede, but as touchyng the pytauwce 
he ete at his repaast a quarter of moton, or ij hennee, At Ms dinner he 

could eat a 

or a grete ghoos, or a grete pestel of porke, or a pecok, quarter of 
or a crane, or an hare all hool : he dranke wyn sobrely goose, or a 
8 wyth a lytel water therin. Of hys strengthe is not a ^^ ***'" 
lytel thynge to speke of, For he wol(} smyte a knyght 
armedf wyth one stroke of a swerde and cleue hym from 
the coppe of the hede doun to the sadeL And! yf he 
12 ha($ bytwene hys handes iiij hors shoen wyth oute His strength 

, - -I ii . .1 was wonderful. 

ouermoche prouyng* hys myght he wolci ryjt them oute 
an(} broke them in pyeces. AncJ more ouer wyth one He could lift an 
hande he wol($ take a knyght al armed andf lyfte hym with one band. 
16 vp to the heyght of hys breste lyghtly. Anc^ he hacJ 
in hym thre thynges moche honourable : Fyrst, in 
yeftes ye-^uyng he was ryght large, lyke vnto Tytus He was liberal to 

' ally 

themperouT sone of Vaspasianus, which was so prodygal 

20 that it was not possyble to hym to gyue' that whyche 

he promysecJ. And? whan it was demaunde<} why he 

promysed thynge that he myght not gyue, forthwyth 

he answerd that a persone ought not departe fro a prynce 

24 desolate ne heuy, nor with-oute to obteyne somme 

thynge. Secondly, Charles was so sure in lugement 

that no man coude reprehende hym, and also he was 

pyetous & mercyful vnto cristen men after the qualyte just and mercifto, 

28 of the persone Ss the occasyon of the trespaas. And, 

thyrdly, in his wordes he was moche wel aduysed: and carefu in Ms 

language. 

whan he spake he thought strongely on that he sayd & 
whan one spake to hym he remembred the manere for 
32 to compryse thentencyon of the spekar. 

* col. 2. 




28 HOW CHARLES BROUGHT UP HIS CHILDREN. 

% To what thynge kyng Charles hys sone and 
hys doughters were Instructe and' taughte 
to doo : capitulo iiij 

Ame bertrode moder of Charles fed of grete sey- 4 
lence in grete prosperyte of lyf and in honour 
wexed olde and? fynysshed hyr dayes, and! 
ordeynedf bookes for to excersyse the artes lyberalle. 
IT Of ^whome fyrst oharles took gladly payne for to 8 
Charles had his estudye, And in the tyme of Infancye he maad scyence 
nugionfadenos, to be taaght to hys sones and doughters, and after whan 
they knewe their byleue he made them to studye in the 
seuen artes lyberaL And whan the sones were of age 12 
for to ryde on horsback after the guyse of Fraunce he 
iouaOng, made them to here armes and to luste for texcersyse 

the art of war, the waiTe whan it shold be nede, and whan they dyd 
and hanting. not that he made them to hunte al manor wylde beestes 16 

and dyd them to do other esbatements longyng* to 

His daughters chyualry contynuelly. After this he made his doughters 

IpinanTnew, to spynue Ss sowo and to occupye them in other 

aooompushments! honourable workos to thende that by ydlenes and 20 

slouthe & faute of occupacyon they shold not haue 

occasyon to falle in thou^t dysordynate for to haue 

Inclynacyon to synne and vyce. and whan he was not 

occupyed in maters of charge and weyghty he wold 24 

Charles was never employe his tyme in wrjrtyng* sonmie newe thynge to 

idle, but fond oi 

stu4y. thende that he wold not be ydle, accordyng* to the 

pystle of saynt poule, whiche t»dmonesteth vs to do 
alwaye somme good, by cause ])at our enemye the fende 28 
holde vs not in ydlenes for to folowe his entencyon 

HebuUtatAoon dampuable. And he dyd do make in his palays in 

a splendid church 

to our Lady. Acon in Almayn a ^chyrche of our lady comprysed of 

meruayllous beaute & moche rychely ordeyned, . and 32 
wrought, and in grete honour enhaunced in sygne of a 
parfyght crysten man. For after that one loueth the 

» B iiij. « col. 2. 
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lorc^ an($ that is gyuen to hjm the werkes desirous to 
meue other to doo to the lord lyke as hym self ancJ in 
lyke wyse shold perseuere in the amplyfycacyon of hys 
4 contreye that sythe the deth of hys fader Pepyn he 
doubled by puyssauwce in the royame of &aunce. 

^ Of thestudye of kyng charles, of hys lyuyng*, 

of hys charytable werkes, and' other ma- 

8 ters: capitulo v. 

AFter that Charles was Instructe in gramayre & 
other scyences morall & speculatyf, alwaye he 
contynued in them : And by ardaunt desyre 
12 frequented the bookes composed vpon the crysten fayth or the reWgiona 

habits of Charlesi 

for to be protectour and defendour of the chyrche, the 
whyche he vysyted on momynges and on euenes & in 
the nyght oftymes. and at good festes he faylled not 

16 to doo gretely hys deuoyr in sacrifyses & oblacions: 

And also gaf largely almesse for the loue of god, and his aims-giving, 
was alway redy to socour the poure people in the largest 
wyse. For he socoured not onely ^the poure folke of 

20 his owne contreye with his hauoyr & goodes but in 

many other places beyo/Mie the see he sente golde Ss both at home and 

abroad* 

syluer and vytayll after the necessyte of the place : as 
in surrye, in egypt, in aflBrique, in Iherusalem, & other 

24 contreyes : as he that sayd : ^* gold and syluer is not 
myn." To euery man he desyred amytye and pees. 
Of body he was moche ample Ss boystous of stature He was large of 
well apparysaunt, the coppe of hys heed rounde, the pleasing 

28 heeres in grete reuerence, & the vysage Joyous, he had- ^' 

the Yoys clere Ss of grete force, & at his souper he ete 
not for the moost parte sauf rosted veneson, whyche 
aboue alle other flesshe he loued and vsed at his souper. 

32 Alwaye he loued redars for to rede cronycles or other Heioredtohear 

books leadf 

thynges contemplatyues, as he that wold as wel fede 
the soule whiche is perpetuel of spyrituel fode, for to 

* B iiij, back* 
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majmtene it in vnyon of grace towarcl god his makePp 
as of refeccyon of the body for to conserue the ly^ 
And emonge al other bookes he delyted strongely in 
••pwjiaiiy the the bookes of saint aostyn, especyally in that whyche 4 
by Augustine. is named de ciuitate dei Ss he dranke not ouer ofte. 
For at souper he dranke not but thre tymes. In somer 
tyme gladly after mydday he wold ete a lytel frayt & 
drynke ones & wold goo rests hym al naked in his 8 
bedde two ^or thre houres. In the nyght he brake his 
slepe fours or v tymea and walked in hys chambre. 
Thus Charles perseuerd^ in felicyte ryal and emperyal. 
He sent & sente oueral thorugh hys empyre hys messagers and 12 

commissioners to 

study and report gTste counceyllouTS^ for to vysyts hys prouynces and 
kingdoms, and good towuss, for to be enformed of the gouernours of 
uidUwTofother them for to do to eueriche lustyce and reson; and 
ooontriee. made many constytucyons & lawes accordyng* to the 16 

places, and commaunded them to be obserued and 
kepte vpon grete payne. Semblably the sayd Charles 
sente thorugh al the world for to knowe ouer al the 
gouemement, That is to wete, for to knowe the mer- 20 
uayllous faytes that were doon in the world, And also 
for to leme the lyf of sayntes of whom the festes were 
halowed and made of them bookes for tabyde in eternal 
memorye. & euery day he dyd doo put in wrytyng* that 24 
whyche he dyd, In suche maner that after the wrytyng* 
that he thenne fonde Were founde more than thre 
hondred festes of sayntes one tyme of the yere, wherfor 
he excersycyng his spyrituel werkes he was byloued & 28 
Aaron, king of dcro rcputcd of cuery body. In that tyme Aaron the 

Persia, sends him 

as a present an Kyng of pcrcc for the maguyfyceuce of charles sente to 
hym an Olyphaunt merueyllously grete for a synguler 
*yefte and many other thynges precyouses. IF Thys 32 
Charles for hys grete holynesse and noblesse was in 
suche renommee of honour and of vertues. On a tyme 

' ool. 2, • Ed. preseuerd. ' Ed, oounoeylUours. 

* B V. : 



tlephant, 



THB PATRIARCH OF JERUSALEM APPLIES TO CHARLES FOR HELP. 31 

aaron the kyng< of Perse sente to hym emonge other 
yeftes the bodyes of eaynt Cypryan and? of saynt and the relics of 
speratus and? the hee($ of saynt Panthaleon maiters in 
4 to Fraunce. 

^ The thyrd' parte of the fyrst book conteyn- 
eth thre chapytres, and' speketh how by 
reuelacion deuyne Charles delyuerd' the 
8 holy londe fro the honde of the pajmyms. 

^ How the patryarke of Iherusalem sente to 
Charles for socours after that he was de- 
iecte and' caste oute of the Turkes : capi- 
12 tulo primo. 

IT is redde that in the tyme that charles was em- 
perour of rome the patryarke of Iherusalem was soo The patriarch of 
oppressyiJ of the paynyms by mortall warre that hard^prOTsed by' 

16 vnnethe he myght sane hym self. And thus whan he "^®®*'*<^*» 
knewe nomore what to do He had in remembrauwce the 
noble charles an($ he beyng* enformed of hys holynes^ appeals to ciiariet 
for socour he sente to hym the keyes of the holy sepul- ^^ " ^' 

20 ere of our lord Ihesu Cryst of Caluarye and of the 
^cyie, And wyth that he sente to hym the standart o€ 
the fayth as to the pyler of crystente and defendour of 
holy chyrche. After thys the patryarke came to con- 

24 stantynoble vnto themperour constantyn and to hys 
sone Leo & brought wyth hym lohan of naples preste 
and another whyche named hym self Dauyd archeprest, 
whome themperour Constantyn sent incontynent to conatimtine 

writes a letter to 

28 charles, And wyth them tweyne he ordeyned for to goo chariea, 
wyth them two other whydle were named ysaac and 
Samuel, & delyuerd to them a lettre wiyton ivith his 
owne hande for to here to charles. And the sayd Con- 

32,stantyn had wryton in one parte of the lettre thus: 

*' On a nyght me semed that I sawe tofore my bedde a teiung Um that 
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OF THB LETTER OF C0N8TANTINE TO CHABLES. 



hehMb«ea 
ordered in a 
▼ision to call on 
him for help 
against the 
Saraoeni^ 



and reoonntinff 
the Tisioa whidi 
had appeared to 
him. 



He sends the 
letter by 
messengers. 

Charles is greatly 
affected by the 
letter, which he 
orders to be 
published abroad. 



yonge woman mocbe fayre stondyng* ryght vp, whyche 
touched me softly and sayd to me with swete wordes : 
* CoTzstantyn, whan thou knewest thalfayre Ss doyng of 
the paynyms whyche holden the holy londe by grete 4 
afifectyon, thou hast prayed! go() for to haue helpe. lo ! 
what thou shalte doo. Pourchace that thou mayst haue 
wyth the charles the grete kjmg* of the gallyens, whych 
is protectour of holy crystente and defendour of holy 8 
chyrche.' And after the same lady shewed me a 
knyght armed in al his body and spores on hys heles, 
& had ^hys shelde rede, gyrde wyth hys swerde, & had 
his sleue of purple, Ss helde a spere moche grete, And 12 
the heed of yron whyche was on bye caste in to the 
ayer grete flambes of fyre : & he helde in his hoTide a 
bacynet al of golde shynyng* and he was auncient, wyth 
a longe berde, ryght fayre of vysage and longe of body : 16 
he had eyen shynyng as ij sterres, and hys heerys began 
to wexe whyte, and after was wryton : * thou August 
that neuer refusest the comandements of god, enioye the 
in Ihesu Cryst, & in thy mynde alwaye yelde to hym 20 
thankynges : be enclosed in lustyce lyke as thou hast 
be reclamed in honour. Ihesu Cryste gyue the grace 
to perseuere^ and kepe alwaye the commandements, of 
god as thou oughtest to doo fermerly.'" And as it is 24 
wryton themperour Constantyn in hys tyme had deiected 
the paynyms oute of Iherusalem seuen tymes, wherfore 
whan he my^t nomore he sente his messagers to kyng* 
Charles Whyche at that tyme was at parys. And whan 28 
the messagers had presented the letters and he had 
seen them he began to wepe moche greuously in con- 
templacyon of pyte of the holy sepulcre of our lord so 
holden of the paynyms. After this he sente for tharche- 32 
bysshop Turpyn and maad hym to preche 'openlye the 
py teous tydynges whyche were thenne presentlye comen. 
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the whyche wel herde and understood? tlie peple alle 
generally were enclynedl to goo thyder 

% How Charles with a grete companye wente 
for to conquere the holy lande, and many 
other maters : capitulo ij 

Fter that thys whyche I haue tof ore sayd was 
puhlysshed? The kynge dycJ do make an edyct 




and dyd do crye it thorugh out al the contreye, He ordew au 
that euery man that my3t here armes sholdl he redy for arms to assemble, 
to goo wyth hym ayenst the paynyms, ancJ he that woldl 
not come shold be hounde for a good soTnme of money 

12 for to hyre souldyours that shold? goo. Thys doon was 

neuer seen tof ore in so lytel tyme so moche peple An enormous 
assembled? as thenne were founden. AncJ whan they together, and 
were al departed? in the name of god?, full of one grete the^Hoiy Land. 

16 fayth in grete hope to obteyne vyctorye vnder the con- 
duyte of Charlemayn capitayne of the fayth. AncJ 
whan they hacJ ryden a grete longe waye they came in 
to a grete wode of buscage in whyche they myght not 

20 passe vnnethe in two dayes, and? yet wyth grete payne, 
an(J Charles thought to passe it in ^one daye : wherfore 
he & his boost entred? wythin the sayd? wooct which was 
ful of dyuers wilde beestes, as Gryffons, beres, lyons, 

24 Tygres, and other beestes. whaw they were thus in that 

grete wode ancJ the nyght came on they were al They lose their 

way in a forest* 

abasshed & troubled wythout knowyng whych waye 
they sholc^ holde, An(J Charles commauwded that they 

28 shold loke yf they myght see or knowe ony habytacyon, 
but they were ferre fro ony and? oute of their ryght 
waye, and by force were dryuen to dyspose them to 
slepe in that estate. And whan they were al in reste 

32 the kyng' charles beyng* in his dormytorye, trustyng* of 

the ayde of our lord in grete deuocyon began to say the Charles prays to 
psaulter, And whan he came to the poynte that he shold 

' Bvj. 
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34 THE FRENCH ARMY IS MIRACULOUSLY GUIDED ON ITS WAY. 



A bird comes and 
tells him his 
prayer is beard. 



and afterwards 
guides them to 
the riglit road. 



Charles clears the 
oouutry of 
Saracens, 



and prepares to 
return liome. 



The Emperor 
collects a larfire 
number of valu< 
able presents for 
him, 



say the vers folowyng "Deduc me domine in semita 
mandatorum iwovum, quia ipaam volui/' he sayeng thys 
there came a byrde to his ere in the presence of eueriche 
that were about hym whyche sayd wyth an hye voys : 4 
" kyng, thyn oryson is herde." Thenne alle they that 
■were presente were moche troubled, and notwythstond- 
yijg* al thys the kyng contynued to say the psaulter 
vnto " Educ me de custodia animam meam/' & all thus 8 
whyle he sayd the byrd began more strongely to crye 
and say IF " f rensshe man, what sayest thou 1 ' O 
f rensshe man, what sayest thou 1 " And after that the 
Kyng* and hys companye wente and folowed the byrde 1 2 
whyche conduyted them vnto the ryght waye whyche 
they ha(¥ lost the day tofore, & sommeHof the pylgryms 
sayd that after in the same contreye were suche byrdes 
so doyng. But whan charles & hys grete puys-'aunce IG 
were nyghe theyr enemyes they were moche troubled 
of theyr comyng* & the crysten lordes were gretely 
reioysed of theyr comyng*. For wythoute cessyng* he 
rested not tyl that he had recouerd the contreye of 20 
crysten men and expelled alle the paynyms whyche 
moche redounded to hym grete honour & vyctorye. 
And in retoumyng* he demaunded of themperour of 
Constantynoble lycence to departe & of the other patry- 24 
arkes & archepreestes. And themperour helde hym an 
hole day. And for remuneracyon the sayd emperour for 
thonour of kyng charles on the morne tofore the yates 
of the cyte dyd do ordeyne many bestes of dyuers maners 28 
& dyuers colours, & grete quantyte of gold and syluer 
and of precious stones, to thende that he shold take it 
for somme rewarde for the grete good that he had doon 
in theyr contreye. But assone as charles knewe therof 32 
he took counceyll of hys people what he ought to ^doo 
in takyng* of the precyous & rycho yeftes or to retourne 
in to fraunce wythout takyng of ony thyng*, And there 

> col. 2. ' B vj, back. 




THE EMPEROR PRESENTS CHARLES WITH THE CROWN OF THORNS. 35 

vpon his barons couwceilled hym that he shold take no ^ut charie« re- 
fuses to accept 

thynge for hys laboure, For he had doon no thynge but any of them, 
for the loue of god onely : And he beyng* wel content 
4 of thys ansuer commaundecJ that noo persone vpon grete 
payne shold? take noo thyng of the lewellys afore^jaycJ. 

% Of the relyques that themperour charles 

brought fro con stanty noble and' fro the 

8 holy londe, and' of the myracles that were 

doon : eapitulo iij 

"Han themperour of constantynople and the 
patryarke of Iherusalem knewe that charles 
wold take no thynge of the good aforesayd, 
he was admonested that he shold take somwhat of them, 
& whan he was thus constrayned he bysought them that He asks, instead, 
for the loue of god myght be. gyuen vnto hym somwhat our Lord. 

16 of the relyques of our lord and of hys holy passyon. 
Whan thys was demaunded It was commaunded to fast 
euery man thre dayes for to be the more enclyned to 
deuocyon and for to vysyte the holy reliques, and in 

20 especyall were ordeyned xij persones by grace whych 
shold ^treate & see the relyques. Whan it came to 
the thyrd day the noble Charles by grete contrycyon 
confessyd hym to tharchebysshop Turpyn. After 

24 that moche reuerently they beganne to synge the 
letanye wyth somme psalmes of the psaulter. And 
there was the prelate of naples named danyel, whyche The Emperor 
in grete reuerence opened the cofFre wherin was the faered'crown ot 

28 precyous crowne of Ihesu Cryst and there sprange oute *^**'^°"* 
of the same so grete an odour that all they that were 
presente thought to be in paradys. Thonne charles ful 
of hool and very creaunce of fayth kneled doun to the 

32 grounde and stratched hym on therthe, & moche 
strongely prayed our lord that for the glorye of hys 

* col. 2. 
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36 OF THE MIRACLES PERFORMED BY THE SACRED RELICS. 

name presently woldf renewe the myracles of hys holy 
passyon and gloryoiis resurrexyon.^ & assone as he ha<l 
prayect in a moment the crowne began to florysshe, & 
A deiicioiM odour a meruayllous swete odour yssued out of the floures, 4 

Uflues fipom Uie 

crown. 800 ryjt delycyous that eche man supposed that hys 

vestementes & clothyng^ ha<t comen oute of heuen. 
^ The?4ne after thys daniel took a sharpe knyf kuttyng 
wel puryfyec? to cutte tlie said crowne ancJ in cutty ng< 8 
alwaye more & more the 8ay(¥ crowne llourysshetJ ancJ 
the odour smellyd the more habundantly. And of the 

Charles deposiu ^floures charles put a parte in a rei)08ytorye, and in a 

t]>e tlioms and t ^ ir ^ ^ ^ <•!• 

flower* in a coffer, lytel coffre he put the thomes of the crowne, and wept 12 
so habundantlye that whan he wende to haue gyuen to 
tharchebysshop Ebroin tlie floures he wythdrewo hys 
honde & supposed that the sayd Ebroin^ had holden 
them in liys honde, & tliey were in the ayer houyng by 16 
myracle & abode there by themself the space of a grete 
houre. And after whan he had gyuen in kepyng* the 
sayd thomes to the sayd Ebroin he sawe tlie coffret in 
thayer whyche was full of floures whyche abode there by 20 

where they are them Self, whiche souc after were conuerted in to manna 

manna, and and in that maucre they ben at Saynt Denys in fraunce. 

at strDenysf"^ ^^d it hath be the oppynyon of many that thys was of 

the mawna that god sente in to deserte to hys people. 24 
Thenne were there shewed myracles For al seek people 
that were there present were heled of al theyr maladyes 
by the odour of the floures aforesayd, and the peple 
that entred in to the chirche by grete vyolence of presse 28 
of peple cryed verytably tliat day was a day of helthe 

Three hundred & rcsurrection, for by the sauour of tho mellyfluous 

and one sick 

persons are healed floures allc the cytec was puryfycd and replenysshed of 

by the scent of n ,\ ^ i -h o t i j_or» 

tlie holy relics, grace : lOT thre hondred & one seek man by compte 32 

were heled & guarisshed of their maladyes. *Emonge 
One who had been al other ther was one seek of xxiiij yere & thre 

blind, deaf, and ii»oji_-i 

dumb for over 24 monethcs, whyche was blynde, deef, & dombe, but at 

' Ed. rosurrexyon. ' B vij. ' Ed. Ebrom. * col. 2, 



OF THE MIRACLES PERFORMED BY THE SACRED REl.lCS. 37 

moment^ whan the thorne was drawen fro the crowne 
he took hys syght, and whan it was layecJ in ageyn he 
recouuerd? his heeryng^, And in florysshyng* of it he 

4 was rastored? to his speche. H After thys the sayd 
danyel took a nayll of which the precyous body of our 
lord? in his passyon had be perced and in grete reuerence 
was put for a relyqne in alabastre, & in takyng oute of 

8 it a chylde was helecJ, whiche of hys lyf te syde was and a child, 

a cripple from 

drye and Impotent fro his byrthe & he ranne hastelye hia birth, 

are healed by 

to the chyrche and cryed at the houre of none and said the reiica. 
that he beyng* in an extasye was heled and guarysshed 
12 and tolde the manere. ^ Also there was gyuen to the The Emperor 

gives Charles a 

kyng* Charles a pyece of the holy crosse and the holy piece of the cross, 

fifudarye, and therwith the smocke of our lady & the 

clothe wherin our lord was wrapped, and also the amie and the holy 

napkin and other 

1 6 of saynt Symeon ; and al reuerently m precyous pyxes reUc«, 
& caasses he henge them aboute hys necke. and in 
passyng^ by a castel there was a chylde newe dede 
whom kyng charles touched with the reliques that he ^ 

20 bare & anone the chylde was reysed to lyf. And whan 
he came to Aeon in Almayne, ^whyche is a moche fayr 
cytee where as kyng charles had made his paleys moche 
fayr & ryche and a ryght deuoute chapel in thonour of 

24 our lady, wherin hym self is buryed. There atte laste withwWchh© 
were guarysshed & heled blynde men and seek men of ous miracles, 
the feures wythoute nombre & xij demonyaks, viij 
lazars of the palesey, xv of myshapen, xv crokebacked, 

« 

28 lij of the faUyng sekenes, Ixv of the gowte, many of 
them of the same place & many of other maladyes. 
And it was ordeyned that in the moneth of luyl at They are 
Aeon in the cyte that al peple myght come & see the wlfere they arr"' 

32 forsayd relyques which kyng charles had brought fro 

Iherusalem and constantynoble. And more ouer was 

establysshed that one day of the weke of the fastyng* of 

ymbre dayes and in the moneth of luyl shold be made 

* Hd, meuyng. * B vij, back. 



38 OF THE SOURCE FROM WHENCE THE SECOND fiOOK IS TAKEIT. 

this demo[n]8trannce and notyfycacyon. And in thys' 
constytucion was Pope Leo Tliarchebyssbop Turpyn 
Achylleus bysshop of aloxandrye Ant? Theophyle of 
anthyocke Sc many other bisshoppes & abbottes, whyche 4 
werk was moche vertaous & ful of helthe. 

% Here begynneth the ij book of thys present 
werke, whyche contcyneth thre partyes by 
chapytrcs folowyng' declared'. 8 

% ^The fyrst partye of the second book con- 
teyneth xvj chapytres and' speketh of the 
batayll doon by Olyuer & Fyerabras a 
meruayllous geaunte. 12 

% How in a place which was called' mormy- 
onde charles abode folowyng' the warre 
ayenst the paynems, after a lytel prologue. 

^ Tlie fyrst chapytre. 16 

IHaue spoken tofore in the fyrst book superfycyaUy 
of the first kyng of fraunce baptysed, in descend- 
y ng* after my purpoos vnto Kynge charles of whome 
may not wel be recon?ited the valyaunce of hym and of 20 
hys barons, whych were named & called pyeres of 
frauTico. Of whome <fe of their behauyng* I shal make 
mencion after that I shal mowe cowceyue by trouthe, 
All the firat book but thys that I haue tofore wry ton I haue taken it oute 24 
i!.te<i from the of an autcntyke book named " myrrour hystoryal " and 
w$t'oriaie; ^ auncycnt crony cles, And haue onelye translated 

them oute of latyn in to frensshe. And the mater 
the second book folowyng whyche shal be the second book is of a 28 
from an old Komauncc maad of thauncyent facyon wy thoute grete 

called "Fiera- ordynaunce in frensshe wherof I haue been encyted for 
'**' to reduce in prose by chapytres ordeyned. which book 

after so?nme ^and moost comunely is called " Fyera- 32 
bras," by cause that thys Fyerabras was so meruayllous 
a geaunte as I shal make mencyon whyche was van- 

» col. 2. « B viij. 



THB NAMES AND TITLES OF THE DOUZBPEBES. 39 

quysshed by Olyuer, And at the laste baptysed Sk 
was after a saynt in heuen. And in effect it speketh 
of that bataylle and of the relyques conquered whiche 
4 had ben taken of rome and were in the puyssaunce 
of the admyrall whyche was fader of fyerabras. wher- 
fore in thys book folowyng I ne entende but onely and have only 

reduced the 

to reduce thauncyent ryme in to prose & to deuyde tlie ancient rime into 

Dross 

8 Diater by chapytres in the best ordynauwce that I shal 

conne, wythoute to adiouste ony thynge that I haue without adding 

o • 1 1 T *"ytwng. 

not founde in the book competent, & in lyke wyse as I 

1^1 fynde I shal reduce. And thys book is applyed to 

12 thonour of Olyuer one partye, K'ot-wythstondyng that 

there ben many other maters. For I suppose that of 

eueriche of the barons pryncypal of themperour Charles The Peers of 

whyche ben sayd comynly in nombre xij or xiij, and commonly said to 

•./» oT-i 1-. J o.-i be IS! or 18, 

16 pyeres of Fraunce, whyche were capytaynes of thexcer- 
cyte and moche stronge and valjaunte of theyr persones, • 
& were grete lordes and noble. But of the lordes were more than 

... that number. 

valyaunte capytaynes were more than xuj after that I 
20 fynde. Fyrst there was rolland, Erie of Cenonia, sone They were 

Roland, 

of myllon ^erle and of dame berthe propre syster of 

kyng* Charles : After hym was Olyuer Erie, sone of Oliver, 
Reyner of gennes, which Reyner was also at thexcersy te 

24 of kyng* charles : After hym Rychard of Normandye, Richard,, 

Garyn duck of Lorayn, Ge&roj lord of bourdeloys, oarin, Geoffrey, 

Hoel Erie of Nauntes, Ogyer the danois, kyng of Howei,ogier, 

denmarke, Lamberd prynce of bruxellys, 'Na.jmes Duk Lambert, 

Naymes, 

28 of bauyer, Thiery due of ardanne, Basyn of beneuoys, Thiery, Basin, 
Guy of bourgoyne, Caudeboy kyng* of Fryse, Ganellon oaneion, 
whych dyd the treson at the ende of the iij book at 
rouncyuede, Sampson duk of bourgoyne : Also there Sampson, 

32 was Ryol du mauns, Alory, & guyllermet the scot and Raoui, Aioris, 

and Guyllermet. 

many other that were subgettes to Charles. And not- 
wythstondyng* tiiat they were not alwaye with hym 
Ih^jT thai I haue tofore named were alwaye redy for to 

» col. 2. 



40 OF FIEBABRAS THE 8AIIACEN, THE SuN OF THE SULTAN BALAV. 

doo his commauudement. Aiid t)ie mcost parte of them 
that I haue tofore namedl wore wyth hym contynuellj. 



% Of Fyerabras how he came to excyte thex- 
cersyte of Charles : capitulo [j] 4 

IHe admyral of spayne named ballan, a paynym 
moche grete & puyssauwt of body antJ of peple, 




Fierabras, son of ■ had a sone * named Fyerabras the moost meruayl- 

mighty KUnt. (60) lous gcaunt that euer was seen borne of moder, for of 8 

the grotones & hugenes of hys body and also of his 

strengtho to hym was none like, the whyche was 

He was king of kyng< of Alexandryc & helde vnder hym the contree of 

Alexandria, (58) 

Babylon, Rassia, babylone vnto the rede see, and he was lord of roussye, 1 2 

and Jerusalem. o /* n o -11 -n 

(66) & of couUoygne, & more ouer vnder hym was Iheru- 

salem, & reteyned the holy sepulcre of our lord Ihesu 
Cryst : & by hys grete puyssau?ice entred on a tyme in 
to Eome where he dyd moche euyl & bare awaye the 16 
holy crowne of our lord & the holy nay lies & other 
relyques ynoughe, Of whome thys book shal in thende 
recouwte how they were recouerd. And he was called 
Fyerabras of alexandrye, whyche after that many warres 20 
& bataylles were maad in Mormyonde bytwene the 

This Fierabras paynyms and thexcersyte of Charles Thys fyerabras 

np to the*aunp of mocho dyssolute came rydyng by grete f urour for to 
" ' fynde somme cristen man for to fyght ayenst hym ; & 24 

came vnto the lyces of Kynge Charles moche furyous 
and eschauffed as he shold fyght al armed and wel 
foumysshed of wepen, & was ryght euyl contente that 
he fonde no persone to whome he myght fyght, & nygh 28 
vnto the lyces he went to beholde the armes of them- 
perour charles ^whyche were of the aygle shynyng*, 

wishing to find And he swarc by Mahommet his god & by his my3t 

some Christian 

to fight with him. that he wold neuer departe tyll he had foughten & 32 
made batayll to somme crysten man. And he seeyng 

' B viij, back. * col. 2. 



PIERABRAS CHALLENGES AXY SIX OF THE FRENCH KNIGHTS. 41 

that no man cam to hym began to crye with an hye 
voys : " kyng of Parys, coward withoute hardynesse, 
sende to luste ayenst me somme of thy barons of He challenges 

4 fraunce the moost stronge & the moste hardy, as oiiver,(96) 
Holland, olyner, Thyerry, or ogyer the danoys; & 
swere to the by my god Mahon that I shal not refuse 
vnto the nombre of vj or vij that they shal be receyuecP or any six or 

8 of me. and yf thou make to me reffuse of thys that I knighte. cio2) 
of the demaunde I promyse the that tofore or it be ny3t 
thou shalt of me be assay lledf & dyscomfytedf & I shal 
smyte of thy heed as meschaunt withoute ony fayllyng^ ; 
1 2 and after I shal lede with me EollancJ & Olyuer vnhappy, 
meschaunt, & caytyfs. For oultragyously & folyly as euyl 
ancJ olde thou hast enprysedf to come in to thys contreye 
wherfro thou shalt haue cause hastely to departe." These He takes off hu 

t r* 1 t t t 1 i-r-»i 1 arms and lies 

1 6 wordes or semblable spoken Fyerabras wente hym vnto down under % 

tree f90) 

the shadowe of a tree and laye there & dysarmed hym 
of the armes of whyche he was cladde, and? bonde his 
hors vnto a tree, and whan he was thus at his ease he 

20 began to crye ^ with an hye voys : " o charlemayn, and repeats hi« 
kyng. of Parys, where art thou now whome I haue SST"'"" 
thys day so ofte callecJ] wythoute more lenger delaye 
sende to luste ayenst me roUand or Olyuer, of whom 

24 thou makest so grete counte and been so valyaunte, or 
ogyer the danoys whom I haue herde preysecJ. And yf 
perauenture one of them dare not come allone hardyly 
late come the two or thre or foure of the moost valyaunt- 

28 est and that they be courageous hardy and wel armed. 
An(J yf the four dare not come late come fyue, For 
vnto the nombre of vj of the moost valyauntest of thyn 
excersyte I shal not refuse. And? I thynke not to 

32 retorne tyl they be confusecJ and? destroyed by me. for 
be ye sure that it shal neuer be to me reproche that I 
be f ugytyf for ony f rensshe man lyuj-ng*. I haue here He declares he has 

already slain ten 

tofore put to deth by the valyaunce of my persone ten kings in single 

oombat. (108) 

' oj. 



42 CHARLES DEMANDS THE NAME OF THE BOASTFUL STRANGER. 

kynges of grete puyssaunce, anct that they coade not 
resyste ageynst my strengthe in no wyse. 



Cliarle* enquires 
who the 8ti-aiit(e 
kuight is. (115; 



RichMrd teUi 
him. (120) 



Charles swenn 
that one of his 
knights shall 
accept the 
challenge, (127) 



% How Richard* of Nonnandye sayd' to 
Charles what maiier man Fyerabras was : 4 
ca. iij 

Assone as fyerabras hail fynys8he<¥ hys wordes the 
Emperour Charles whyche ^wel hatJ herde bym 
ineruaylledf moche of hys langage, And demaunded 8 
Eychard of Nonnandye what was that Turke that so had 
cryed wyth soo bye a voys vpon the valyauncse of hys 
persone. For kyng Charles sayd : " I haue wel herk- 
ened what he hath said that he shal not fayle to fyght 12 
ayenst vj of the moost valyauntest of myn excersyte." 
To whome Rychard Duke of normandye ansuerd : " Syr 
kyng, thys is a man meruayllous ryche and one of the 
strongest borne of moder : And he is a sarasyn of so 16 
grete fyerste that he ne preyseth kyng ne erle ne none 
other persone of the world." 

^ Whan Charles vnderstood byra he began to clawe 
his heed, And sware by Saynt Denys of fraunce that 20 
he shold not ete ne neuer drynke tyl one of the pyeres 
of f rauncse shold goo luste ageynst hym, And demaunded 
of Rychard of Normandye how thys Paynym was 
named. ^ Rychard answerd : " syr Emperour, this 24 
paynym namoth hym self Fyerabras, which is moche to 
redoubte and hath done moche harme to ^ crysten men. 
He hath slayn the Pope, hanged abbottes, monkes, and 
nonnes, and hath defFuled chyrches. H And he hath 28 
robbed & taken awaye the holy crowne of our lord and 
many other relyques ^for whome ye take grete payne. 
And he holdeth Iherusalem in grete subjectyon And 
the holy sepulcre wherin god was buryed." Wherupon 32 
Charles ansuerd : " of thys that thou hast sayd to me I 

» col. 2. ' Ed. or. * C j, back. 




CHARLES WISHES ROLAND TO FIGHT, BUT HE REFUSES. 43 

am more a?2gry than I was, but knowe thou for certayn 

I shalle neuer haue loye tyll that my desyre be accom- »nd that he wiii 

•^ "^ J J never rest till 

plysshed? and that he be vaynquysshecJ." AncJ of that some one does 
4 fayt al the frensshe men were commoeuedl andf troubled 
And? ther was not one that presented hym for to goo to 
hym. AncJ whan charles sawe that noo persone was of 
courage for to goo and fyght agenst thys geaunt Fyera- 
8 bras He saycJ to KollancJ : " My dere neuewe, I praye. charies m\» 

Roland to accept 

that thou dyspose the for tassaylle thys turke & that the cimiienge, 
thou doo there thy deuoyr." 



f Of the answer of Roulland to the Emperour 
12 sodeynlye and' what it was : capitulo iiij 

Han themperour Charles had spoken thus cur- 

toysly vnto his neuewe Eolland, Folyly & wyth- 

oute reason Holland answerd hym thus: "Fayr but Roland re- 
fuses, (145) 

16 vncle, speke neuer to me therof. For I had leuer that ye 
were confused and dysmembred than I shold take 
ar-^mes or hors for to luste lyke as ye say. For on the 
last day that we were so nyghe taken of the paynyms, 

20 that is to say of moo than fyfty thousand, we yonge 
knyghtes bare the burthen and suf&ed many mortal 
strokes, of whych olyuer my felowe is quasi hurt vnto 
the deth. For yf ye had not be socoured of vs the hole 

24 deetructyon had been of vs and thende : & whan we reminding charies 
repayred and were in our lodgys for to take reste at sneered at him 
euen, whan ye were wel dronken ye maad auaunte ^nioiw the'pre- 
openlye that the olde and auncyent knyghtes Whyche "^^^'^ "•^•'^- ^^*®' 

28 ye had brou^t wyth you for to ayde vs had moche better 
borne them in the fayt of armes and had more stronge 
bataylle than the yonge knyghtes. H And euery man 
knoweth wel how I was that euenyng* assembled and 

32 wery of trauaylle that I took in that day. And by my 
faders soule that was euyll sayd of you. H And now it 
shal be knowen how the plde & auncyent knyghtes ^^ 



u 



CHARLES ORDKBS ROLAND TO DEATH. 



ChariM 111 a rage 
strikes him in 
tlie face with liis 
gauntlet. (166) 



Roland draws his 
sword (168) 
on his uncle. 



Charles orders 
him to be 
seized, (176) 



but no one dares 
to approach 
bim. (isn 



bere them, for by god whyche ought to haue al in his 
subjectyon there is noo yonge man in my companye that 
euer shal be in my fauour and loue yf he take vpon hym 
to luste ageynst the Payiiym.*' Also sone as Koulland 4 
hacJ spoken that worde Themperour hys vncle hauyng 
moche Indignacion therat ^ smote hym thwarte the vysage 
wyth hys ryght gauntelet^ that hys nose breste a blood 
habundauntly of the stroke. Thenne RouUand in a 8 
grete fnrye sette honde on hys swerde whan he sawe 
hys blood, and had smeton hys vncle yf he had not be 
lette by them that were presente. Andf whan Charles 
sawe thentencyon of Roulland he was meruayllously 12 
abasshed & sayd : " god of heuen, who wold haue 
thought that I shold haue had vylonye of Rolland my 
neuew whyche been knytte to-gyder in one fayth ayenst 
our aduersaryes 1 And he cometh rennyiig* agenst me 16 
wyth afFectyon mortal — He that is moost nexte of my 
blood and lignage that here is present. And that more 
sonner shold socoure mo than ony other ! H Now I 
beseche God that on the crosse suffrecJ passyon that this 20 
day he be punysshed as he is worthy." And this said 
in a grete furour he comaunded the frensshe men & 
sayd to them anone : **take ye hym, for I shall neuer 
ete tyl he be delyuerd to deth." Whan the frensshe 24 
men vnderstood the commaundem[e]nt of Charles for to 
haue accomplysshed it that one loked vpon that other 
for to see who wold sette fyrst honde vpon hym. And 
whan Roulland sawe the fayt he withdrewe hym a litel 28 
arparte ^wyth hys swerde in hys honde, cryeng* with an 
hyghe voys and sayeng* to theym : " yf ye be wyse holde 
you sty lie. For I make a-vowe to god that yf ony of you 
moeue to come to me I shal make of hys heed two 32 
partes." wherfore there was not one that durst ne that 
was soo hardy to meue ageynst hym in malyce but were 
ryght sory & euyll contente of theyr debate, and there 
} ij. « Ed. ganntetet. ' col. 2. 



OOIEB INTERPOSES. THE AUTHOR'S REPROOF TO CHARLES. 45 

vpon the noble Ogier came swetelye to RouUan^ and Ogier interposes 
say (J to hym : " Syr EouUancJ, me semeth ye doo not quarrel. (i82) 
wel for to angre thus your vncle the emperour, whom 

4 by reason ye ought aboue alle other to loue and defende 
& also supporte." Roulland? answercJ, whyche thenne 
was refrayne(J of hys Ire : *' Syr Ogyer, I promyse you 
for a lytel fayt I was determyned to a grete oultrage 

8 wythoute aduys and? enclyned, wherof now I am sory 
and me repenteth." 

^ How the kyng charles and' RouUand' been 

repreued' by the auctour and' somwhat 

12 excused' vpon the debate aforesayd' : ca. v 

VPon the debate of themperour and? Rolland hys The author's 
neuewe I wyll a lyt^l tarye, and speke fyrst to andcharies. 
^the kyng* Charles, whyche haste be Instructe 

16 syth thyn Infancye in alle scyences ful of manors digne 
of commemoracyon : whiche knewest the constaunce of 
the auncyents and? the mutabylyte of the yonge peple. 
why saydest thou on the euene that the auncyent and 

20 olde knyghtes in the warre of that day had borne them 
better thaw the yonge kny^tes 1 And thou knewest wele 
that Olyuer was gretely hurte by hys valyaunce, in 
suche wyse that he kepeth hys bedde. And also Eol- Charles ought to 

24 land thy neuewe had borne the grete burthen of the the nowe deeds of 
bataylle. And yf he had spoken folily thou oughtest his youth, 
to haue supported hys fyrst moeuyng* whiche is not in 
the puyssaunce of a man. yf thou haddest taken aduys 

28 at the word that sayth : " Vindictam differ donee per- 

transeat furor : That is to say thou oughtest to dylate and should have 
thy vengeaunce tyll the furour be passed, Thou sholdest auRer, even 
not haue smyton Holland, Sythe whan he sayd euyl it vocattou?" 

32 was wythout aduys of grete dycrescyon. thou smotest 
hym semblably, wythout aduys he drewe hys swerde 

' C ij, back. 



46 THB author's rebuke to ROLAND. 

ayenst the, Andl though thou haddest not smeton hym 
thou myghtest well haue reprehended hym of his offence. 
Thou oughtest to remembre ecclesyastes whyche sayth : 
"Nichil agas in operibus iniuiie:" whan ^a man re- 4 
ceyueth wronge & Iniurye it is not good that he doo 
that whyche he may doo. And also it is whan a per- 
sone hath wel doon hys deuoyr, And of hym of whome 
he ought to haue hys thanke and preysyng* is blamed, 8 
of 800 moche the more is he euyll contente and wrothe. 
For hys fayt is reputed for nought. In lyko wyse was 
it of Eollaud whyche thought more to haue be alowed 
& preysed for the grete deuoyr that he dyd than to here 1 2 
that the Eniperour sayd that tholde knyghtes had doon 
better than the yonge. but now I wyl retorne to the, O 
Roland ought to Rolland, whiche hast been so noble. Fro whens comoth 
the respect he in the suche audacyte to speke ageynst thyn vucle 16 

owod to Ills uiicld 

whyche hath allwaye doon so wel to the that hys werkes 
been worthy to be remembredl To hym which ia 
emperour Kynge of Fraunce and lord of so grete cremeur, 
and to thyn vncle as taken debate and ansuerd out- 20 
rageously was it not reason that thou oughtest to suffre 
hym, and he not the "? yf he smote the wyth hys gauute- 
let by maner of correctyon oughtest thou to drawe thy 
swerde to hym 1 Thou hast not in rememberaunce the 24 
obeyssaunce of ysaac whyche he had to hys fader : thou 
were not aduysed of thys that thappostle saith : " ye 
yonge men ^kepe your courage And put not the furour 
therof in exersite." yf the Emperour for hys dysporte 28 
preysed thauncyent knyghtes yet sayd he not that thou 
•ccordinfftothe haddest not doon wel. H And Saynt Poule sayth in 

words of St. Paul : i , •• i i • 

•Rebuke not an hys epystlc, that a man shold not repreue hym that is 

him as a father.' more auncycut than hym self, but a man ought to en- 32 

. tretene and supporte hym as his fader, but the dede is 

suche that a persone reputeth not an luiurye to hym 

sayd to be lytel ne yf he be hurte that he be pacyent : 

' col. 2. « C iij. 




OLIVER DETERMINES TO ACCEPT THE CHALLENQE OF FIERABRAS. 47 

wherfore it is good to thynke tofore or he speke it, And 
gladly to doo ne say thynge but yf it be good. 

% How Olyuer was dysposed to fyght agenst 
Fyerabras, notwythstondyng that he was 
hurt, after many wordes : capitulo vj 

Oche wroth was Charles wyth Rclland hys cbaries appeals to 
neuewe And sayd to hys Peres of Fraunce : settle who ah- u 
" Lordes, how I am in dyuers thoughtes of j^. (i^J' 
my neuewe Rolland, whyche wold haue Iniuryed my 
persone, To whome I had more affyaunce than to ony 
man lyuyng* ! I wote neuer whome I ought to loue, ne 

12 whome I ought to hate. And yet further-^more I haue 
noo man now present for to luste ageynst thys Paynym 
that hath chalenged me." ^ Thenne aroos vp tofore Naymes tries to 
hym K^aymes the Due of bauyers whych sayd to the ® ^^"^ "*• 

16 kyng : " Syr Emperour, I praye you & requyre that ye 
leue these wordes noyouses. AUe shal be wel And 
another shal goo luste ageynst the sarasyn." But neuer- 
theles the kyng* was in grete thought, For there was 

20 none that wold goo ne take it on hym. ^ Incontynente ouver hears how 
the tydynges of the debate of charles and Rolland were ^ H^^pt lUe^"""'* 
brought to Olyuer, whyche was in another place seek <'^'*^'«"8«- (*^ 
in hys bedde. And also how Fyerabras was comen 

24 And that there was no persone present wyth the kynge 
for to luste ayenst hym. And hereupon the noble erle 
Olyuer, replenysshed wyth a noble courage and wyth 
an ardaunt desyre for to playse the kynge, whan he had 

28 heide these tydynges aroos oute of hys bedde and began He calls fbr wa 
for to scratche an Y strayne hys armes and to fele yf it 
were possyble to hym to here armes. 

And he thus dooyng* his wou^zdes began newely to His wounds break 

out afresli, 

32 opene that the blood sprange oute of the dystresse. 

^ And not wythstondyng* alle that as he that sette not 

moche therby 

' col. 2. 



48 OLIVER ARMS HIMdELF AND RIDES TO OHARLES' TENT. 

For the grete loue and desyre ^that he had to the 
kyng* [he] dyd? do byiide hys woundes the beste wyse 
he myght and after saydl to garin his squyer that he 
shold brynge hym hys armes, For he wold arme hym 4 
for to goo lust ayenst the saresyn. To whome garyn 
and hi» eeqaire aayd : " syr Olyuer, in thonour of god take pyte of your 

remonstrates with 

him, (220) owne persone. For me thynketh ye ^vil willynggly slee 

but in vain. 

your self." Olyuer sayd to hym : " do my commaande- 8 
ment no man ought to tarye to seche hys honour and 
auauncement and renommee. And wyth good ryght I 
may employe my self for to seme my prynce and syn- 
guler lord, and sythe that I see that noo frensshe man 12 
auaunceth hym I shall not faylle at the poynte, for the 
comyn prouerbe sayth : ' At nede a man knoweth hys 

Oliver inrists, frende.' Now anone brynge to me myn armes wyth- 

oute more taryeng*." And so Olyuer dyd doo arme 16 

and Garin helps hvm bv the savd Garvn hys squyer, whiche sette on his 

him to arm, (2S4) " "^ ^ ^ ^ , , , , 

legge hamays, hys hawberke, hys helme, and hys har- 
nays necessarye. And whan he was alle furnysshed he 
took hys swerde named hauteclere, the whyche swerde 20 
he moche loued. 

and brings him After brought he hym hys hors the moost specyall 

that he loued whyche was named Ferraunt despaygne. 
And whan he was brought tofore hym alle sadled ^and 24 

Oliver mounts, brydled The loly and gentyl Olyuer sprange in to the 
sadle wythoute settynge foot in the styrop, and sette 

takes his arms, hjs shelde at hys ease and in hys honde a myghty 

spere & sharpe whych garyn took to hym. And after 28 
smote the hors wyth the sporres so harde that in the 
leepyng* he maad hys hors to bo we vnder hym. It was 
a good syght to see Olyuer on horsback wyth a moche 
fyers countenaunce. And they that were presente by- 32 
sought Ihesu Cryst our redemar that he shold take hym 
in hys kepyng. For in that day he shold fyght ageynst 
the moost stronge and moost fyers paynyra that euer 
* C iij, back. * col. 2, 



II. vL] ROLAND REOABTS HIS REFUSAL OF THE CHALLENGE. 49 

was bom of moder or euer was in thys worldf, That is 
Fyerabras of Alexandrye, sone of the admyral Ballant 
of spayne, of whome we shalle see by the playsyr of 

4 godf the tennynacyon after. IT He beyng* thus on 
horsback in grete poynt vpon hys vysage and vpon Ms 
body he maadi the sygne of the crosse in the name of 
Ihesus and commaunded hym self to the wylle of go<J, commends him- 

8 whyche that day sholcJ be to hym in comforte andf ayde 
isifter hys good entencyon. And of euery man he was 
byseen and knowen that he had hys hert hole in hys 
body for to do grete feat of armes: & so rode forth »ndridei 

•^ ° to Charlw's 

12 vnto the lyces of ^themperour Charles with whom was tent. (£67) 
the Due naymes, guyllam de scot, Gerard de mondy- 
dyer, and Ogyer the danoys, wyth other barons of 
fraunce^ : & emonge alle other there was Eolland moclie Roland regrett 

his reftisal of th« 

16 sorouful of the wordes that he had ayenst his vncle the challenge, (seo; 
kyng, for gladly he wold haue doo the bataylle yf he 
had not wythsayed it tofore the kyng* whan he was 
requyred. Thus Olyuer beyng* seen tofore Charles was 

20 moche alowed & preysed of one and other & moche 
afFectuously byholden. And the said olyuer put doun 
his helme and byhelde the lodgyce of the kyng*, And 
reuerently came & salewed hym, and after sayd to hym : owver uaatea 

the king, 

24 "JNoble emperour, puyssauwt, redoubted, and my syn- 
guler lord, I beseche you to here me ye know wel that 
there ben iij yeres past that I haue been in your 
seruyce and haue had of you no rewarde ne wages. I 

28 you supplye with al myn herte that now ye wyll rewarde reminds him of 

his long ftnd 

me wyth a yefte that I shal desyre." To whom the faithfui Benrioes, 

kyng ansuerd : " Olyuer, noble erle, I assure to you by 

my fayth that I shal do it wyth a good wylle. And 

32 assone as we shall be in fraunce there is neyther cyte, 

borugh, ne castel that ye wyl haue ne none other thyng« 

that to me is possyble & faysyble that shal be denyed 

to you." " Syr kyng," Raid 'Olyuer, " I am not comen 

' C iiij. ' Ed. Freuiice. » col. ». 
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50 CHARLES IS ODLIQED TO GIVE OLIVER LEAV« TO ENQAGE FIERABRA& 






ftnd demands to 
be allowed to 
accept the chal- 
leiige of Fiera- 
bras. v287; 



Charles remon- 
strates with 
him. (292) 

Charles positively 
refuses liis ]>er- 
mission to Oliver, 



but Ganelon 
iiibists that, 

accordinfif to the 
law, Oliver must 
fight Fierabras. 



Cliarles is oblipred 
to consent, 



to you for to demaunde suche thynge. But I demaunde 
and rcqnyre of you the bataylle ayenste the paynym so 
oute of mesure. And at thys houre I graunte to you 
alle my goodea and? seruyces & for this yefte to be quyte 4 
of them." whan the fronsshe men haJ horde Olyuer 
they were a!l abasshecl of hys prowesse & eche of them 
loked on other and said emoiige them : "A I saynt 
marie, what hath Olyuer founden, whyche is hurt quasi 8 
to deth & wyl now goo to fyght and bataylle 1" "O 
Olyuer," answerd charles, " thou hast loste thy wytte, 
For thou k no west wel that wyth a spere heed square 
and sharjje thou hast be hurte and wounded mortally 12 
and now thou wylt abandonne thy self to a gretter 
daunger mortidl. beware ! Ketorne, and take thy reste. 
For trusto well that for noo thynge I sfeal suflfre the to 
do that fayte sytlien that thou arte not presently in 16 
helthe of thy body." Vpon thys poynte aroos ganellon 
and Andrewe the traytres that dyd the trayson as the 
laste book shall make mencyon. 

IT And Ganellon sayd : "Syr Kyng«, ye haue or- 20 
deygned in Fraunce that it, whyche by y of vs is 
luged, ought to be holden, and so is it that we ij luge 
& ordeyne that Olyuer shalle goo and doo ^ the bataylle." 
wherfore the kyng* ful of maltalente, wyth colouie 24 
chaunged, answerd : " Ganellon, thou arte of euyll dys- 
posycyon wyth oute spekyng that whyche is honourable. 
Sythe it so is he shal doo the bataylle & it may none 
otherwyse be but that he be dede. But I swere to the 28 
my trouth that yf he be taken or put to deth al the 
gold of the world shal not saue the but that thou s&alt 
dye a vylaynous deth & I shal destroye thy lygnage." 
" Syr Emperour," sayd Ganellon, " god and our lady 32 
kepe me ; " & after the traytre sayd to hym self secretly : 
" God forbade that euer Olyuer retorne but that he haue 
hys heed sniyton of." and whan themperour sawe that 

' C iiij, back. 
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he myght not gaynsaye but that olyuer sholcl goo and 
doo the bataylle ayenst Fyerabras he sayd : " I praye and g\vM ouw 
gO(i of the fynnamente gyue the grace to do wel & that 
4 thou mayst retorne wyth loye," And? took hys ryght 
gloue and threwe it to Olyuer, the which he receyued? 
wyth grete desyre & wylle in thankyng* hym ryght 
humbly andf takyng leue of al moche swetely. 

8 % How Olyuer was requyred' by his fader 
reyner that he shold not fyght wyth the 
geaunt, but for al that he went forth : 
ca. vij 

"Han that Olyuer was lycencedf for to goo do 
hys bataylle and? was redy to departe, Reyner 
of genes hys fader came to the kyng and by 
grete compassyon knelcd doun at hys feet and? sayd : Reyner appeals to 

16 "Syr kyng, I crye you mercy haue pyte of my sone aiiowouverto 
an(J me. I say as for me ye wyl al dyscomforte me *^***' 
whan I see that my sone gooth to perdycyon seeyng 
the daunger that hys persone is in. I say also that ye 

20 take pyte of his presumptuous yongthe, of hys desyre 
ouer couetous, and? of hys body wounded? daungerously. 
ye knowe wel that a man that is hurte so sore and? that 
hath loste of hys blood? may not wel endure bataylle." 

24 But Reyner loste hys payne, For the kyng had gjuen but in vain, 
to hym hys gloue in sygne of lycence, And? not-wyth- 
stondyng* these wordes doubtec? no thyng* but that he 
sfiold? wel do hys deuoyr and valyauntly. And yet 

28 ageyn reyner requyred the kyng and sayd : " Syr kyng, 
in thonour of hym that for vs deyed on the crosse 
suf&e not my sone to lust. Alas ! whan 1 shal haue Reyner affoin 
lost my sone where shal I become 1 and ye may wel appeals. 

32 fynde other for to take thys bataylle in honde." Them- 
perour Charles answerd? : " Reyner, ye knowe wel that 

» col. 2. 



Oliver bids his 
ooinrades fiure- 
welL 
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I may not gaynsaye that I haue to hym graunted. For 
in sygne of ly-^cewce I haue gyuen hym my glone, 
wherof Olyiif^r was contente." & thenno Olyuer sayd 
wyth an hye voy8 tofore alle the people : " Syr kyng«, 4 
andl alle ye barons, I besoche you alio of a yefte, that 
is that I rec^iiyre you yf I haue mespryseil or mysdoon 
in dede or in worde ony ayenst you that in the name 
of godf ye pardowne mo." whan the frenssh men herde 8 
hym 80 epeke There was none hut that ho wepte ten- 
derly, ami 800 takyng* hys leue wyth his standard 
ChariM gives him reysedf The kyng* hlessyd hym in niakyng the sygne of 

bis blessing. 

the crosse. And? wepyng comauwded hym in the kepyng 12 
of the fader of the sone & of the holy ghoost. 



Oliver rides np to 
Fierabras, (SU) 



ftnd demands his 
name. (851) 



Fierabras tells 
him, and boasts 
of his exploits. 
(8C2) 




% How Olyuer spake to Fycrabras, wliyche 
sette noo thynge by hym, with other dis- 
putacions : capitulo viij 16 

Lyuer departed? & rode forth on hys waye & taryeil 
not tyl that he cam where as fyerabras was, which 
was al ynarmed? and laye in the shadowe. an^ 
whan Olyuer had? aresonned? hym The paynym tomecl 20 
his heed ayenst hym and? dayned? vnnetho to loke on hym. 
For he setted? nought by hym by- cause he was so lytel 
of stature to the regarde of Fyerabras. AnJ thenne 
Olyuer said to the sarasyn : " Awake, thou, ^thou hast 24 
thys day so ofte culled? vs that I am come hyther. AncJ 
I praye the that thou telle to me thy name.'* Fyerabras 
ansuerd? to hym : " by Mahoun, my god, to whome I 
owe honour I am the moost ryche man that is in the 28 
worlci borne. Fyerabras of alexandrye am I named? : I 
am he that thou knowe that dyd? doo destroye rome 
your cyte, & slewe the Pope anci many other and bare 
awaye the rt-lyques that I there founde, For which ye 32 
take grete payne and laboure to recouer them. And 

' C V. * col. 2. 



n. Viii.] OLIVER calls on FIEBABRAS to renounce MAHOMET. 63 

furthermore I holde Iherusalem that fayre cyte, and? the 
sepulcre in whych your god rested?." Olyuer ansuerd? : 
" by my fayth, I haue gladly herde the say that whyche 
4 thou hast sayd?. And? yf it be trouthe that thou hast 
sayd? for certeyn now thou mayst repute thy self well 
vnhappy and myschaunt. Now wy thoute more talkyng* ouver bids him 

arm himself. 

make the redy and arme the . seest thou yonder the (884) 
8 frensshe men that doo no thynge but byholde vs 1 
wherfore depesshe the, or^ by the god on whome I by- 
leue I shalle smyte the there as thou lyest." whan Fyer- 
abras herde that he spake soo hardyly he began to 

12 lawhe and sayd? : "I am wel admeruaylled? fro whens 
that Cometh to the suche presumpcion to speke so 
hastyly, but for trouthe I shal not remeue fro hens 
tyll 21 knowe who thou arte and of what lygnage. 

16 And whan thou hast tolde to me thy name thou sHalt Fierabras asks hi« 

1, n r\i * J 1 .i r\ name aud rank. 

see me armed. Olyuer ansuerd to hym : " O paynem, (888) 
know thou for trouthe that or it be nyght thou shalt 
knowe what I am. by me sendeth to the charles the 

20 Emperour, my redoubted lord, that for the conservacion^ ouvercaiu on 
of thy body and the saluacyon of thy soule thou leue renounce Maho- 
the creaunce ctf thy god Mahoun, & of other ydolles, *"* * 
whyche ben but abusyon and decepcyon : whych haue 

24 neyther wytto, ne reason, ne feelyng, ne good vnder- 
stondyng . wherfore that thou enclyne the to consente 
and thynke fro hens forth to byleue in god almyghty and repeats the 
the holy Trynyte, the fader, the sone, and the holy christian feith. 

(398) 

28 ghoost, iij persones in one essence & of one wylle : 
whyche hath made heuen & erthe and al that there 
in dwelleth : whyche for our saluacion wold be borne 
of the vyrgyn marie. & whan thou shalt haue this 

32 byleue wyth the holy sacrameiit of baptesme, which is 
vpon this establysshed, thou mayst come to the glorye 
eternal, and yf thou do not lyke as I haue taught the 

' JSd. For. » C V, back. 
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OLlVfiR DESCRIBES CHARLES AND ROLAND. 



[ii. viiL 



FlerftbrM is snr- 
prisad ftt his pre- 
rampUon, (40t) 



ftnd asks htm to 
describe Charles 
and the douze- 
peres. (408; 



Oliver tells him 
that Charles is 
without an equal. 



•nd again chal- 
lengee him. (425) 



I am here redy to doo bataylle ayenst the, andl of two 
thynges thou must doo that one. Fyrst, that thou 
departe oute of thys contree as ouercomen & to here 
nothyng with the, or thou must ^come and fyght ayenst 4 
me For tenhaimce thy body & to susteyne thy fals 
lawe." Fyerahras answerdl : " whatsomeuer thou arte 
thou arte ouer presumptuous to haue Intencyon for 
to fyght ageynst me. For surely yf thou see me on 8 
fote wythoute armes thou shalt be wel hardy yf thou 
tremble not for drede to approche me. liut by the god 
in whome thou byleuest Say to me what man is Charle- 
mayn, For it is long sythe I herde hym fyrst preysed 12 
and redoubted in many contrees : and also that I may 
haue tydynges of rollaudi & Olyuer, of Ogyer the danoys 
and of gerarde de mondydyer, For by my trouthe I 
wold fayn be acqueynted? with them." Olyuer ansuerd : 16 
" Paynym, vpon that thou me demaundest I telle to the 
that Charles themperour is so grete a maystre that there 
is no man in the World may compare to hym, as wel 
for the valure of hys persone, of hys counceyl, & of hys 20 
maners, as of hys puyssaimce and ryehesses Innumerable 
of regarde. Of hys neuewe RoUand he is wythoute 
pere, Olyuer lytel lasse than he ; and as for the other 
frensshe men emonge al people humayn they be valy- 24 
aunte men. but thyse wordes haue noo place here, 
depesshe the and arme the. For by the god on whom I 
byleue yf thou ^auaunce the not I shalle smyte the wyth 
thys swerde of stele." Fyerahras began to lyfte vp hys 28 
heed and sayd : " By my god mahowimet, yf I thought 
not that it shold be my dyshonour I shold now smyte 
of thy heed." Olyuer ansuerd : " I praye the leue thys 
pletyng*. For or it be euen thou shalt knowe what I am, 32 
For certeyn I haue entencyon to plunge my swerde 
in thy bely." where vpon Fyerahras was not wroth, 
so moche noble was he, and rested hys heed vpon hys 



col. 2. 



Cvj. 



II. Viii.] PIERABRAS ASKS OLIVER HIS NAME AND RANK. 55 

slielde ancJ sayd? to Olyuer : "I sette not therby, but Pierabras asks 

Oliver bis name. 

I praye the telle to me thy name & thy lygnage." iui) 
Olyuer saytJ to hym : " my name is garyn, and am Oliver teiis him 

4 borne in perrogort, sone of a man callecJ losue, whyche knight. (4«) 
came that other day in to fraunce where I was adoubed? 
knyght by the noble kyng* Charles ancJ am ordeyned? 
for to defende hys ryght & also to fyght ayenst the. 

8 wherfor conclude wythoute more taryeng & arme the & 

take thy hors, for I am redy to doo the bataylle yf thou 

be soo hardy to abyde me." Fyerabras wold not con- 

sente to the bataylle, For hym thought that olyuer was 

12 to litel to luste ayenst hym and? sayd? to hym : '* Garyn, 

I demaunde of the wherf ore is not comen hy ther rollandf Fierabras asks 

him why Ogier or 

ne Olyuer or Gerard? or Ogyer, whyche been of so grete oiiver has not 
renommee ^as I haue hercJ say] Olyuer ansuerd : wm. (454) 

16 "The cause wherf ore they be not comen to the is for ouver says it i« 
they sette nought by the & they haue desdayn to come, despise Mm. (457) 
but I am comen to the as he that taketh noo regarde 
to theyr Intencyon and? shal do the bataylle ayenst the 

20 yf thou wylt abyde it. But I swere to the by saynt 
Petre the appostle of Ihesu Cryst that yf thou arme the 
not I shal smy te the to the deth wy th thys darto that I 
holde in my honde." " Garyn," answerd? Fyerabras, " I Fierabras says he 

. TTT,i IT ^^^^^ fights ex- 

24 snal say to the that sythe I was adoubea knyght I cept with a king 
lusted neuer but ayenst a kyng*, an erle, or a baron of 
grete valure, and thou art departed? of a lowe hous for to 
say that I sfeold haue adoo wyth the : it shold? be to me 

28 ouer grete dyshonour yf thou were put to deth by me. but 
for the goodwylle that I knowe in the whych is moche 
noble I am contente that thou smyte me ancJ I shal falle 
doun to therthe, ancJ take thou my hors & my shelde but oflTers to give 

up his horse and 

32 and? goo thou to kyng< Charles an(J say to hym that shield to ouver. 

f470) * 

thou hast vaynquysshecJ me. And yf I do thys for the 
I do to the grete amytye And? thou oughtest for thys tyme 
to be contente." IF On whiche wordes Olyuer coude 

' col. 2. 



56 FIBRABRAS OFFERS TO CURE OLIVER'S WOUND, BUT HE REFUSES. 



Oliver threatAM 
him. (484) 



Fierabru asks for 
one of tlie douze- 
peree. 



He lees the blood 
run f^om Oliver's 
wound, (497) 



and asks if he is 
wounded? Oliver 
says, "No." 



Fierabras offers 
to cure him with 
the holy balm, 
(510) 



but Oliver re- 
flises. 



not haue pacyence but that he 8ay<l to hym : " Thy fayt 
lyeth in noo thynge but in wordes full of ^folysshe pre- 
sumpsyon. I am of thys in ten ci on that byfoi-e euen- 
songe tyme I shal make thy hede flee from thy sholdrcs. 4 

1 am none hare ne wylde beest for to be aferde, An^ 
thou knowest the comyn prouerbe that sayth that there 
is a tyme of spekyng* and tyme of beyng* stylle, An<J of 
one an J that other one may be reputed a fooL Now 8 
come of & depesshe the of that I haue saydl the or 
ellys I sfeal slee the." Fyerabras answerd : " I desyre 
ne praye the of no thynge but that thou sende to me 
RoUand or olyuer or one of thother knyghtes of the 12 
rounde table. Anc? yf one of them be not hardy for to 
come, late come ij or iij or iiij attones For by me they 
shal not be refused." In makyng* those desputacyoTis 
Olyuer which sore was hurto the day tofore his woundes 16 
opened by force of rydyng* and of chauffyng* & bledde 
sore so that fyerabras sawe the blood renne doun by is 
knee, And demaunded of hym fro whens came that 
blood that soo renneth doun to therthe : " I trowe thou 20 
be huite." Olyuer sayd : *^ I am not hurte but my hors 

is harde atte spore whorof he is blody." Fyerabras be- 
helde & sawe it was not of the hors and answerd : 
" Certes, garyn, thou say est not sooth for thou art hurte 24 
in thy body & I knowe it wel by the blood that cometh 

2 doun by thy knee : but see what I shal do for the : 
there been two flagons hangyug* on the sadle of my hors 
whyche ben full of the bawme that I conquered in 28 
Iherusalem, & it is the same of whyche your god was 
enbawmed wyth whan he was taken doun fro the 
crosse and layed in hys graue. hye the, and goo 
drynke therof, & I promyse to the that Incontynent 32 
thou shalte be hole and theyme thou ehalt mowe defende 
the wel wythoute daunger." IF Olyuer ansuerd that 

he wold not & that he sayd was folye. Thenne 

^ C ^, back, • col. 2. 
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II. ix.] OLIVEB DESCRIBES HIMSELF AND BOLAND TO FIERABRAS. 57 

fyerabras ansuerd that ho was a fool wythoute reason, 
And? that it myght happe to repente hym. 

% How after many dysputacyons Olyuer ayded' 

4 arrne Pyerabras, and' of the ix meruayllous 

swerdes, And' how olyuer named' his name : 

ca. ix 

Han fyerabras had long abyden lyeng* wyth- Fierabnw asks 

. ^, - . , -, liim to desciibe 

oute arysyng* for Olyuer he satte vp ana jioiandand 
after saydf : " Garyn, I demaunde the wyth- ^®'* ^^^ 
oute hydyng* of what strength e is EoUand & Olyuer 
that been soo moche redoubted of paynems, & of what 

12 gretenes ben theyof 1" Olyuer answerd? : "astowchyng ouver teib him. 
to roUancJ he is a ly tel lasse of body than ^ I am, but of 
courage he is right hardy to fyght and? so chyualrous 
that there is no man lyuyng in the world lyke to hym. 

16 For he neuer f aught yet ayenst ony man in the world 
but he vaynquysshed? hym. and as for Olyuer thou 
mayst wel apperceyue that he is a man moche semblable 
ancJ lyke to me and of the same gretenes that I am." 

20 Thenne sayd? Fyerabras : " by the fayth that I owe to Fierabms says h« 
my god appollyn & to Termagaunt thou tellest to me a afhiidoffoar 
thynge wherof I am moche abasshedf. For yf they 
were suche foure as thou tellest to me I wold? not refuse 

24 themne leue them tyl I had put them to dethwyth my 
swerde." Olyuer coude no lenger forbere ne haue 
pacyence vnto the delayes of fyerabras but made redy 
to smyte hym, wherfore Fyerabras sayd? to hym : " thou 

28 wylt haue no pyte on thyn owne persone,^ By mahoun 
my god? yf I aryse & take my hors Charles thy kyng* ne 
alle thy goddes^ shal not redeme the but that thou shalt 
Incontynente be slayn. For onely yf thou see me tofore 

32 the on my feet thou shalt be moche corageous yf thou 
tremble not for fere." 

* C vij. ' JSd, personr. ' JSd, goodes. 



58 OLIVER AT LAST INDUCES FIEBABRAS TO RISa [ll. ix. 

oiiraratiart U Olyuer answeix) : "thou hast vaunted the ouer- 

induoM Fierabrat 

to riM. (M6) longe to doo thyng whicho thou neuer sawest in thy 
lyuo. For better it were to speke by mesure, for by 
ouer ^moche spekyng* otherwyse than trouthe may 4 
brynge the soone to myschyef." Herof was fyerabras 
strongely despyteous And? roos on hys feet in a grete 

He is 15 feet fyersnes, whyche was by comyn estymacyon xv foot 
longe. And yf he wold? haue be baptysed anc? byleue in 8 
Ihesu Cryst ther had neuer be seen a man of his valure. 
And whan he was a-foot he had grete dysplaysyr by 
cause he had not a valyaunte man to Juste agenst hym, 
and sayd to Olyuer : " In trouthe I haue grete pyte of 12 
thyn affaire for the noblesse of the courage that I see in 

He ude Oliver 90 tho. I am yet couteute for this present tyme that thou 

back and send 

Roland, or Older, retome And sende to me Rolland, or Olyuer, or Ogyer, 

(602) 

or Gerard de mondydyer, and expressely say to Olyuer 16 
that I shall not passe thys auauntgarde tyl I haue 
but Oliver refuses, conquerd hym." Olyuer myght no lenger abyde the 
paynym for yf it had not be for hys honour he had 
smyte^i hym dyuers tymes vnarmed. And whan he 20 
must nedes fyght Fyerabras called Olyuer and prayed 
hym that he wold helpe to arme hym. Olyuer de- 
Fierabras auks mauuded yf he myght traste hym. Fyerabras ansuerd : 
to am. ^ "* "helpe me hardyly, For I swere and assure the that 24 

neuer whylo I lyue shal I be traytour to no man 
Oliver does so. lyuyng*.'* And vpon that promyse olyuer dyd his 
diligence ^to arme hym, and he took fyrst lether of 
arabye and cladde hym therwyth, & after hys cote & 28 
his habergeori of stele wele boucled & polysshed : & 
after sette on hys heed an helme gamysshed wyth 
precyous stones rychely. But wel consydered the 
fecyon of thys paynym and of this cristen man there 32 
wasnottiiiRa was grete loyalte & curtosye bytwene them whyche 
chivalry and Were assembled for to make mortal warre and eche to 
slee other, and yet they dyd echo to other synguler 
' col. 2. ' C vij, back. 



II. ix.] FIBRABRAS TAKES HIS THREE SWORDS. 59 

seruyce. Fyrst, the paynym hacJ grete pyte for to 
destroye Olyuer For he was not hys pere ne egal to 
the regarde of hys persone. AikJ on that other parte 
4 whan he sawe hym hurte an(J the bloodf descend e to 
therthe he wold? haue gyuen to hym of the precyous 
bawme. Semblably Olyuer, whan he fonde hym dys- 
armed? he had? slayne hym wythoute grete payne yf he 
8 hacJ wold?, an(J after he was soo curtoys that he aydedl 
to arme hym that sholcJ fy3t ayenst hym. IT 0, what wouia that there 
grete loyalte of noblesse was bytwene them whyche aiichriatian 
were of fayth and? creannce contrarye ! I suppose that 

12 god? shol(J be wel pleased yf there were suche confyaunce 
emonge crysten men and? so ful of naturel noblesse. 
But I retorne ageyn to my matisr. Whan Fyerabras 
was wel armed? he than-^ked? moche Olyuer, And? after 

16 gyrde hys swerde nametJ plourance.^ and? in the arson Fierabnwukei 

his thm swordi^ 

of his sadyl he had tweyne other of whom that one was 
named? baptysme and that other graham, the whyche 
swerdes were maad in suche wyse that there was none 
20 hamoys but they wold breke and cutte a-sondre. And 
who that wyl demaunde the manyer how they were 
made & by whom [I wyl saye] after that whyche I 
haue founden by wrytyng*. IF On a tyme there were made by one of 

three brothen, 

24 thre brethem of one fader engendred, of whome that 
one was named Galaus, that other Munyfycans, & the 
thyrd was called Agnisiax. These iij brethem made 
ix swerdes, eche of them thre. Agnisiax the thyrd 

28 brother maad the swerde named baptesme, whiche 
had the pomel of gold and wel enameld, & also 
plourance,^ and after Graham ; whyche thre swerdes 
fyerabras had as I haue sayd. Munyficans, that other 

32 brother, made another swerde whyche was named by another of 

11-1 whom Darendal 

durandal, Whyche KoUand had. that other was called and cortan wwe 
sauuognye and that other Cortan whyche Ogyer the 
danoys had. IF And galaus, that other brother, maad 
' col. 2. ' Ed, plousance. 
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FIERABRAS WISHi:» OLIVER TO RLTIUE. 



[iL ix. 



ftnd by the third 
Joyooa and 
Flubei^. 



nenbru taJcet 
with him the two 
veeeeU of bahn. 



Of the nature of 
his horse. 



Fierabras wishes 
Oliver to retire. 
(M«) 



Oliver reftises. 
(665) 



Fierabras con- 
fines Oliver on his 
faith and loyalty 
to reveal' his true 
name. (687) 



the swerd tHat was named Floberge, another called 
haulteclere, and that other loyouse, whyche Charle- 
mayn had for a grete specyalte. and these ^ iij brethem 
aforesayd were smythes & wrought the sayd swerdes. 4 
And in thys poynte Fyerabras mounted on hors backe 
And took hys two barylles by hym ful of bawme, And 
henge aboute his necke his shelde whiche was heuy and 
bended wyth yron and stele by meruayllous strengthe. 8 
And in the myddle of the same shelde was payutetlf hys 
god AppoUyn. and after that he had commauuded hym 
to hys god he took his spere in hys honde, whyche was 
sharpe & mortally heded with stele. It was meruaylle 12 
to see the corpulence of the sayd Paynym which sat on 
hys hors named feraunt of spayne, grete, thycke, & 
pommellyd, whyche had a specyal condycyon : For whan 
his mayster in fyghtyng put to the grounde hys aduer- 16 
sarye this hors maad gretter warre wythout comparyson 
than hys mayster. and thus they beyng on horsb. ck 
Fyerabras sayd to Olyuer : " garyn, gracyous and 
curtoys, yet I admoneste the for the gentylnesse that 20 
thou hast doon to me that thou wilt retorne without 
fyghtyng*, For I haue pyte of thy valyaunte courage." 
Olyuer answerde: "alwaye thou spekest of grete folye 
for I shal not departe for to be in daunger to be dys- 24 
membred. For I am not he that thou wenest to make 
aferde : for ^by the helpe of the blessyd Ihesus thys day 
shalt thou be yelden or deed or lyuyng vnto charles the 
emperour." Whan Olyuer had so spoken Fyerabras 28 
was meruayllously abasshed of thys man that wold not 
lete for menace that he maad to hym, but wold haue 
the bataylle ayenst hym & sayd to hym : " Thou art a 
crysten man and hast grete fayth at the mysteryes by 32 
you ordeyned, but I coniure the by the fonte in whyche 
thou were baptysed, and by the fayth that thou hast 
gyuen to the crosse wheron thy god henge and was 
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II. ix.] OLIVER AGAIN BEOS FIERABRAS TO BECOME CHRISTIAN. 61 

naylledl, And by the loyalte that thou owest to charles 
themperour, to rolland, and to the other pyeres of 
fraunce, thou say and telle to me the veryte of thy ryght 

4 name and? of thy lygnage." Olyuer answercJ : " Certes, 
Paynem, he that enduced the to speke to me in suche 
wyse hath wel taught the, For gretfcer ne more hyely 
myghtest thou not adiure me. Wherfore knowe thou 

8 that I am Olyuer the sone of Eeyner, the Erie of Genes, Oliver teiu Wm, 
the moost especyal felowe of rolland, and am one of the 
twelue peres.'' " In fay th," sayd Fyerabras, " I alwaye 
thought wel that thou were another than thou saydest 
12 to me, seen thyn ardaunt courage and? that I coude not 
make the aferde vpon the fayt of bataylle. And how, 
sir Oliuer, ^are ye hurte in the bodyl it shold? be grete wnereupon Fie>-a- 

bras presses to 

dysBonour for me to ouercome you in bataylle & destroy e retire on account 

16 you. For I acounte you but a dede man whyche shold? 

be a grete reproche, wherfore retorne ageyn for we haue 

don for this tyme : For alle the golde in the world? I 

wold not doo suche a shame as to Juste ayenst you." 

20 Thenne ansuerd Olyuer : " certeynlye ye sfeal. For by 

my hede whan we sfial be assembled? ye sfeal haue no 

courage to Tape ne playe wyth me for I sfeal make you 

wel to fele that I am noo dede man." And after Olyuer 

24 admonested hym swetely in this manere and sayd : 

" paynym, or we precede ony ferther now I admonest Oliver again bega 

Fierabras to be- 

the that thou byleue in god of heuen almyghty whiche come chriatian. 
hath made the and fourmed, to whome al thyng* owen 

28 honoure and synguler creaunce. For he that taketh 
not aduys is borne in an euyl houre. And forsake 
Mahoun and thy goddes ful of abuse and decepcyon, & 
dyspose the Jbo be baptysed, & thou sfealt haue to thy 

32 frende the grete charles and a specyall felowe of Rolland 
the chyualrous. And furthermore al the dayes of my 
lyf I shal neuer forsake thy companye." fyerabras 
ansuerd to hym : " thou remembrest a grete folye, 

' C viij, back. 
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THB FIGHT BEGINS: THEIR SPEARS ARE BROKEN. 



[it. X. 



The Saracen 
reftuea. 



Fferabrns ofTera 
Oliver pome of 
tlie balm, 



but he refuses it. 



Tlie fight begins. 
(608) 



The French pray 
for Oliver's 
suocess. 



and e*pecially 
Charles. 



At the first onset 
tlieir 8|iears are 
brolcen. 



For for no tliyng* I sllalle not byleue in your god ne 
8&al ^forsake ne abandonne Malioun. But on thys day 
yf thou arte frendo of rolland, as thou sayest, so des- 
playsaunt ne sory was he neuer as I s^ make hym for 4 
the." 

% How Olyuer and' fycrabras began to fy^t, & 
of the prayer of Charles for Olyuer, & of 
other maters : capitulo x 8 

FYerabras <fe olyuer were longe on horsback and! it 
was so that fyerabras wold not lete hys hors 
renne ageynst Olyuer, But sayd : *' my frende, I 
praye the fat thou drynke of my barylles & by the 12 
yertue of the bawine that is therin Incontynent thou 
shalt be heledl & shal mowe wel defende thy self ayenst 
me." " God forbede," saydl olyuer, " that by drynke 
thou be conquerdf of me but by franke bataylle and 16 
hamoys fourbysshed." And? thys saydf they lete theyr 
horses renne wyth a grete courage for to Juste at vtter- 
aunce. And as they came that one ageynst that other 
the frensshe men whyche were in their lodgys had grete 20 
fere and drede leste it shold mysfalle to Olyuer. And 
emonge al other charles al wepyng* sayd : " blessyd 
Ihesus, I requyre the that at this stroke thou haue pyte 
of Olyuer my ^ baron in suche wyse that I may see hym 24 
ageyn alyue & in helthe ! " and after feruently came 
in to hys chapel hydyng* his vysage wyth hys mantel 
and kneled before the crosse and enbraced the crucyfyx 
wyth grete teeres, sayeng* : " My lord god, of whome I 28 
see here the remembrauwce, I byseche the to helpe 
Olyuer, whyche for thexaltacyon of the crysten fayth 
is in daunger." Thus in contemplacyon of Charles 
fyerabras and olyuer gaf so grete strokes vpon theyr 32 
sheldes that the hedes of their speres were by force 
bowed and entred that the fyre sprange out on al 
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II. X.] OLIVER NEARLY UNHORSES FIERABBAS. 63 

sydes, and? the shaf tes of theyr speres were trouchonned 
that the pyeces flewe in the ayer. The reynes of the 
brydles of theyr horses wente oute of theyr hondes. 
4 Bothe tweyne were so as toned? of the stroke and? theyr and both are 

stoiined. 

eyen so trouble(J that in a grete whyle they knewe not 
on whos syde they were torned. and after that bothe 
were comen to them self Fyerabras drewe plouraunce 
8 hys swerde that henge by hys syde, An(J Olyuer took ouvercutBoffa 

part of Fierabi-as* 

haulteclere meruayllously snynyiig* & cam vpon .Fyera- helmet, (6i6) 
bras and on hyghe on hys helme gaf hym so grete a 
stroke that the floures and? precyous stones wherof it 

12 was ennobled? and? gamysshed made to flee to the 
grounde ; and with ^the same stroke in descendyng* he 
touched? hys sholder, but the lether of capadoce sauod? 
hym. And the paynym was smyton so harde and sore 

16 that bothe hys feet were oute of the styroppes and and nearly nn- 

horses him, 

almoost was ouerthrowen, wherof the frensshe men 
sayden al wyth one voys : " A ! saynt marye, what a 
stroke hath Olyuer gyuen^ to thys paynym!" "ye," 

20 sayd rolland, " meruayllously he smote hym 1 IF Now 
wold god of heuen," sayd EoUand, " that I were now 
vnder the shelde of my gentyl felowe Olyuer, For of 
me or of the paynym shold shortly be seen the ende." 

24 ^ To whom the Emperour answerd : " Ha ! euyl gloton, 
I haue wel herde the spoken felon coward. It is not 
now tyme that thou so say, For atte beginnyng thou 
woldest not goo, wherof many tymes shalt thou be of 

28 me reproched." vpon whych thyng rolland ansuerd no 
thyng but that he shold do as it plesed hym. fyerabras 
al astoned of the stroke & replenysshed of grete wrath 
with his swerd named plouraunce came wyth a course Fierabras Btrfket 

32 vpon olyuer, & gaf hym a stroke' vpon his helme so helmet, 
sharply that he trenched moo than vc maylles, and andwonndshu 

horse. (591) 

hurte euyl hys hors and smote of the spore of his foot 

& a parte of hys thye, wheroute the blode ranne 

* coL 2. ' Ud, gynen. ' Hd, stcoke. 
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OUYER CALL9 ON GOD AND THE VIBGIN FOB HELP. [ll. X. 



Oliver esllii on 
God and tiM 
Virgin for bdp. 



Fierabru agnin 
offera to let him 
80, 



on account of hia 
wound. 



but Oliver deflea 
him. (597) 



habundaTztly <fe the swerde of fyerabras ^ was al blody : 
of w))icbe stroke olyuer was moeued & troubled that he 
had fallen ne had hys sadel h;iue been, For he was 
bowe<l afterward that he was al to broken. And his 4 
hois began to halte of the stroke & whan he was comen 
to hym self wyth an bye voys began to crye : II "O 
loni god, my creatour, o what an euyl stroke bane I 
receyued I O vyrgyn marye, moder of Ihesus, haue 8 
pyte of me ! For ouer fyersly cutteth the swerde of 
thys paynym. yeue me grace that I may ones haue 
hym : " and made vpon hym self the sygne of the 
crosse. <fe after fyerabras sayd to hym : " Olyuer, by 1 2 
Mahoun my god, wyth thys stroke I maad the aferde : 
now mayst thou wel fele how I can playe, & I haue no 
meruaylla though thou commaunde the to thy god, but 
I am euyl contente that I haue hurte the ouer sore with 16 
Y stroke. 11 Keuertheles be sure that thou shalt not 
see the sorzne goo to reste for thou begynnest now 
to chaunge colour and thy fyerce manere: neuer- 
theles I am contente that thou retome, and that shall 20 
be for the the best tofore thou knowe more fully my 
strengthe : for I wame the of one thynge that whan I 
see my blood yssue out of my body thenne doubleth 
my myght and my strengthe. And I wote wel that 24 
charles loueth ^the not moche whan he sendeth the to 
me, yf he had lodged the in a fayre bedde & whyte 
shetes thou haddest been moche better." whan Olyuer 
herde hym so saye he was replenysshed with a feruent 28 
courage & began to lyfte vp hys heed and sayd : " O 
Paynym, dysmesured al day thou vauntest the for to 
brynge me to thende of my dayes. I praye to god 
almyghty that he wyl reioye my courage, kepe the wel, 32 
I deffye the ! we haue ouer long pletedi" vpon these 
wordes they rawne to-gydre, smytyng* meruayllously 
eche other vpon their helmes in suche wyse that boucles, 
» D j, back. • col. 2. 
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nay lies, and? crochettes, precious stones, or faueryes, and Their armour w 

cut to piooes* 

floures been hewen, broken, and? flowen to the grounde. 
the fyre yssued? oute largely, makyng^ grete bruyt with 

4 the swerdes vpon their harnoys. In this whyle Charles 
was in grete medytacyon and? thought that the quarele 
of Olyuer was trewe and? luste and? that god ought to 
preserue hym, and? whan he thought that Olyuer myght 

8 deye As Inpacyent of a perfayte fayth he say (J : IT "0 
gloryous god?, for whome we take payne, I praye the to ciiaries prays for 

Oliver's success, 

conserue oliuer that he be not slayn ne taken. For I 

swere by the soule of my fader that yf he be now slayn and vows if he !• 

killed everv 

12 of thys paynym that neuer in frauwce in ony chirche church shall be 
shal ^clerke ne preest be reuested? ne enhabyte(J, but I 
shal do hrenne monasteryes, chyrches, aulters & crucy- 
fyxes." " Alas," sayd? Dae naymes, " Syr kyng, leue Naymes rq^roves 

16 these wordes vayne and' ydle, & praye god? for Olyuer 
that he be in his ayde for hys holy mercy." Al thys 
whyle perseuerd? the ij champyons fyghtyng and smyt- 
jng echo on other in suche maner that Fyerabras wyth 

20 hys swerde brake the cercle of Olyuers helme and made 
hym falle on hys vysage, an(J hys hors had? be slayn yf 
he had not lepte a syde. and? Olyuer was hurte in hys Oliver is very 
body and? specyally in the breste and? had? thenne loste blood. 

24 soo moche of hys blood? that he was moche feble, 
whyche was no merueylle, seen that he had resysted? 
ageynst the moost terryble man that euer was borne of 
moder. 

28 % How Olyuer made his prayer to god' whan 
he felte hym hurte : capitulo xj 

Lyuer the noble erle beyng in this malancolye of 
I the grete woundes that he had? in hys body took 
32 V^his recomforte sayeng in this manere: "0 glory- Oliver offers up a 
ous god?, cause & begynnyng* of al that is aboue & vnder 
the fyrmamente, which for your owne playser fourmed 

' Dij. 
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OLIVKB OFFERS UP A LONG PRATER TO HKATEN. 



reoonnting the 
fall of Adam, 



the annunciation. 



the ahiughter of 
the Jnnooente, 



tlie Crnciftxion, 



the Resurrection, 



and the 
Ascension. 



He crosMs hiin< 

Stflf. 



our fyrst fader Adam and for ^hys companye gauest 
vnto hym Eue, by whome al homayn generacyon is 
conceyuecl, gynyng* to them lycenoe to ete al maner 
fraytes reserued onely one, of wliyclie £ae by the 4 
moeuyng of the serpent caused Adam to ete, wherfore 
they loste paradys, & by the seductyon of the fendes of 
helle many haue ben deceyued & dampned : wherof ye 
had pyte of the perdycyon of the world and came for 8 
to take flesshe humayn in the wombe of the gloryous 
vyrgyn marye by thannuncyacion of the holy Aungel 
Gabryel, and were borne as it pleased you. And anone 
after the thre kynges camen to adoure & make obeys- 12 
saunce and wyth golde, encence, and myrre made to 
you their prescntes. After for you herodes made to be 
slayne many chyldren, whiche now been in loye per- 
manable. And whan ye were in age by you deter- 16 
myned ye went in the world prechyng* to your firendes. 
Thenne afterward by thenuyous lewes ye were hanged 
on the crosse, in whiche so hangyng long3rus the knyght 
by the Induction of the lewes percyd your syde ; & 20 
whan he byleued in you & wesshe hys eyen with your 
precious blode he recouerd his sy3t fayre & clere & 
cryed you mercy wherby he was saued. After by your 
frewies ye were layed in the holy sepulture : *the thyrd 24 
day after aroos and took ageyn lyf and descended in to 
helle, And took out Adam and Eue and al them that 
were worthy to haue paradys. And the day of youi 
meruayllous ascencyon ye ascended in to heuen in the 28 
presence of al your apostles. Thus my god, my maker, 
as thys is trouthe and I byleue it verayly and fermly, 
be ye in my comf orte ageynst thys myscreaunte that I 
may vaynquysshe hym in suche wyse that he may be 32 
saued." And this said he blessyd hym with his swerde 
in makyng the sygne of J>® crosse in the name of god 
the holy trynyte, and smote his hors vpon the hope of 
» col. 2. « D ?j, back. 
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the helpe of godl. and Fyerabras saydl to hym lawhyng* : 

" Olyuer, fayre frende, I praye the that thou hyde not rierabra* laughs 

fro me the oryson that thou hast said now, for by my and asks what hia 

4 god termagauwt I wol(J gladly here it." *' Now wold ^™^®' 
god of heuen," sayd Olyuer, " that thou were in suche 
grace that thou sholdest byleue it also fermly as I doo, 
For I assure the I sholdf loue the thenne as moche as I 

8 doo Roulland?." 

IF And Fyerabras ansuerd to bym : " by my god 
Mahoun and Termagaunt, thou spekest now of a moche 
grete folye ] " 

12 ^ How after a grete bataylle Olyuer conquerd' 
the bawme & ^ dranke therof at hys ease, 
and how he fyl to therthe whan hys hors 
was slayn : capitiilo xij 

lYerabras beyng* wroth of the wordes of oliuer in 
grete Ire sayd to hym : " kepe the wel fro me, for 
I deffye the ! " "I am redy," sayd Olyuer, " for 
to god I commaunde me." & so thenne they recountred The strugitie is 

1*6110 wdd ^6021 80 

20 to-gyder so s&arply and so hard strokes they gaf that fiercely that the 
the fyre my3t haboundantlye be seen sprynge oute of (J^" ' "' 
theyr hamoys. Theyr borses bowed vnder hem and 
the erthe trembled of the bruyt in the medowe vnder 

24 monnyonde. Fyerawas took hys swerde in hys honde 

and smote Olyuer there as he was euyl hurte in tbe Fierabras wounds 

Oliver in the 

breste vnder the pappe, & of that stroke the eyen breast, 
torned in hys heed, And had hys face alle chaunged. 
28 And thenne ageyn he cryed on god and on the virgyn 
marie that he wold saue his soule. Fyerabras by grete 
curtosye sayd to hym: "Olyuer, vnderstonde me, Fierabras again 

11 ii»i"i 1 often Oliver some 

descend e doun surely and goo take of the bawme and of the hoiy baim, 
32 drynke at thyn ease, and anone thou shalt be al guar- 
ysshed and hole, and thenne mayst thou the better 

' col. 2. 
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68 OLIVER DRINKS SOME OF THE BALM, AND IS CURED OF HIS WOUND. 

defende the ageynst me and thou sfialte recoure newe 
but ouver reftMM gtrengthe." But olyuer for noo thynge that he coude 
do though ^he shold dye he wold not, For by trewe 
fightyng he wold haue it. And anone came that one 4 
ageynst that other and smyten in suche wyse that 
Oliver pierces Fycrabras was hurte daungerously, For olyuers swerde 

Fiemhras' thigh. o ^ 

entred in to his thye an halfe foot depe, and of the 
blood that yssued oute alle the grasse was reed. And 8 
He drinks some whan he sawe hym so hurte he dranke of hys bawme 

of the balm, 

aiid is at once and was auone al hool, wherof olyuer was moche sorou- 

made whole again. 

ful, by cause therof he coude make none ende of thys 
paynym. And the frensshe men that saw this made 12 
to god their prayers deuoutly that he wolde conserue 
that day Olyuer, And in especyal Charlemayn whiche 
emong al other loued hym moast entyerly. But whan 
Olyuer sawe the paynym al hole & for the bawme 16 
so comforted, by the ayde of god he came to hym 
and smote hym vpon the helme soo harde that the 
Oliver cuts the stroke descended vpon the sadel & cutte the corde by 

cord by which the 

vessels are tied, whyche the barylles were bouwden and fastned, and the 20 
hors of fyerabras was aferde of the stroke and made a 
lytel course by the playsyr of god. Thenne Olyuer or 
the paynym toke ony hede bowed to the grounde and 

He seizes one, took vp the barylles & dranke at hys ease and largely, 24 

drinks some of i i 1 jp t j ' i i.-L 

tiie balm, & auou ho was al hole & reconfenned in newe strengthe, 

ftnd is liGftlod of 

his wound. & thought that ^yf by aduenture fyerabras were more 

hurte by hym and myght ageyn haue hys barylles 
that in thende it myght euyl happe and come to hym. 28 
wherfore he beyng* nyghe vnto a grete ryuer took the 

Oliver tiirows the barylles & thrcwe them therin whyche were anone 

vessels into the 

river. sonken. And as it is redde at alle the festes of saynt 

lohan these ij barylles ben shewed aboue the water 32 
euydently. whan fyerabras sawe that the barilles were 
loste all most for angre he was oute of hys mynde & 
by grete reproche sayd to Olyuer : " euyl man that 

» D uj. « col. 2. 



FIERABRAS KILLS OLIVKB's HORSE UNDER HIM. G9 

thou arte, thou hast loste my "barylles whyche were Fierabnw revUes 

him for doing so, 

more worth than al the golde in the world: but I 
promyse the that or it be euen they shal to the ben 

4 dere solde, For I shall not cesse tyl I haue smyton of thy 
heecJ : " and thys sayeng^ he came ayenst hym, but "uhes at wm. 
Olyuer as he that doubteth hym not soo moche as he 
dy(J tofore eschewed hym not but put hym at the 

8 defence wyth his shelde to auoyde the stroke. Neuer- 
theles Fyerabras smote hym so hard fat hys helme was and breaks hii 
desmaylled & broken, but he was not hurte, & the 
stroke descended so inpy tuously fat he cutte asondre the 
12 necke of oliuers hors, & fhel fyl \o STounde and thewne andkiiishis 

__ i. , , . ^ ^ horse. (688) 

was Olyuer on fote. but a grete myracle it was of the 

hors of fyerabras that maad no semblauwte ^to renue 

vpon hym as he had ben taught, lyke as I haue sayd? 

16 byfure, but helde hym stylle aboue hys propre custome. 

% How Fyerabras and' Olyuer foughten to- 

gyder afote merveyllously, and' of the 

prayer that Charles maad' for Olyuer: 

20 capitulo viij 

Oche sorouful were the frenssbe men whan they The French wish 
sawe Olyuer on fote, andf woldl haue armed? ®^ ^*'' 




.hem for to socoure hym. But Charles woldl not but charicB for- 
24 consente for to mayntene hys honour & hys trouthe. 
IT An(J thenne kyng< Charles knelecJ doun to therthe & 
maatJ his prayer to god that he wolde comforte Olyuer 
whyche was thus dyspourueyedl of his hors. whan 
28 olyuer sawe hym self on fote he was moche sorouful & 
came a foure paas nyghe vnto Fyerabras, and? sayd? to 
hym : " o kyng of Alexandrye, thou hast borne the Oliver reproaches 
foule this day ageynst me. In the momyng thou hast kiiung his horse. 
32 so moche preysed? thy self that thou hast sayd? yf v 
knyghtes came ageynst the thou coldest abyde and 

* D iij, back. 
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conquere them, an(} thou knowest that the kyiig that 

sleeth an hors ought to haue no parte of therjtage." 

Fierabraa decUret Fverabras ansueid : "I knowe wel that thou ^sayest 

it was accidental, 

trouthe, but I dyd it not wyth my wylle. Neuertheles 4 
to thende that thou be not euyl contente wyth me 
and offers to give I shal descend e doun of my hors & shal cyue to the 

him hlB own "^ ^'^ 

hone, my hors pomeld : And I promyse the thou shalt be 

well horsed. And kuowe thou that neuer in my lyf 8 
I was so abasshed as whan he sawe the at erthe that he 
strangled the not, for I neuer put man to the erthe and 
thys hors present but that anone he was by hym slayn 

but Oliver reftwea. & dede." Olyuer ansuerd : " I promyse the that I sfial 12 
neuer take thyn hors but yf he be first by me conquered 
and lustly wonne." wherupon fyerabras was soo moche 
noble that for the valyaunce of Olyuer sayd : " Certeyn 
for the noblesse that I knowe in the I wyl do that I 16 

Fierabraa jumps neucr dyd for msLTii" and sprange of his hors & 

off his horse, 

stode a-foote & was contente to fyght ayenst hym a 
foote, by-cause he had no hors of hys owne. and the 
sayd fyerabras was moche heyer than Olyuer, and by 20 
and they fight on one accorde they lusted afoote that one ayenst that 

toot, 

other so meruayllously that it was wonder that bothe 
tweyne remayned not in the felde a-swoune of the 
trauaylle that they toke. Thus contynue7jg the bataylle 24 
which coude take none ende they spaken many reproches 
and despytous wordes that one of theym vnto ^ other. 
The kyng< Charles seyng al thys had grete pyte on Olyuer. 
Thenne the Erie Eeyner, fader of Olyuer, whyche was 28 
moche sorouful came & kneled at the feet of Charles and 
Reyner appeals to sayd : "0 noble emperour, in thonour of god take remors 
help to Oliver, of my soue whomo I see lykly anone to dye. Atte leste 
for him. make prayer to Ihesus our maker that he be in ayde to 32 

hym that I may see hym nyghe to me in helthe." IT In- 
contynent Charles seyng< thys sayd : " lord god, yf 
ye suffre that Olyuer be ouercome and that my ryght at 

» col. 2. « D iiij. 
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tliys tyme be loste an(J defyledl, I make auowe that al charfes at first 

threatens to de- 

crystyante sRal be destroyed. I shal not leue in stroy every church 

_ ... ^ u ,» p if OUver i. killed. 

Fraunce cnixche ne monastery e, ymage ne aulter. & 
4 after kneled doun with bothe his knees ^ to the groimde 
& prayed? in this manere : " My creatour, whyche for and then prays 

^ "^ ./ 7 J for OUver's Buo- 

our sauacyon was borne of the gloryous vyrgyn marie cess, 
in bethleem, as I wel by-leue, that of your glorious 
8 byrth al the world was enlumynecF, whiche abode in thys 
worldf ful xxxij yere & more, & made atte begynnyng* 
Adam and Eue, of whom we ben comen, & that was in 
paradys tenestre a place moche delectable. And there 

12 by you were alle fruytes abandoned to them except one 
onely, whyche was of knowyng good & euyl, as it plesed 
you to ordeyne : of ^ whiche adam ete & was dysobey- recounting the 
saunt, for whom to the reparacion of his misdede & for 

16 to redeme hym fro eternal captyuyte & vs also ye were 
contente to take the deth in the tree of the crosse, after 
that the tray tour ^ ludas solde you for xxx pens : & on 
a friday ye were payned? & your handes & feet mortally the crucifixion, 

20 naylled, & crowned with a moche sharpe crowne of 

thornes : an(J after Longyus smote you in the ryght the piercing of 

1 o ^^^ Lord's side 

syde to the hert, whiche was blynde & after that he by Longius, 
had leyed on hys eyen of your precyous blood he sawe 

24 moche clerely : & after ye descended in to helle & toke «»« descent into 
out your frendes, & sythe aroos fro deth to lyf, & tofore 
al your apostles ye ascended? in to heuen & lefte for the Ascension, 
your lyeutenaunt saynt Peter thappostle in erthe ; and 

28 ordeynest baptesme for the regeneracyon of vs and? to and the ordination 
make vs crysten for to haue saluacyon. lor($, as alle 
thys is truthe and that I by leue it stedf astly, so on thys 
day be thou in ayde ancJ socoure vnto Olyuer for to 

32 preserue hym that he be not slayn ne vaynquysshed/' 
H He thys 8ayeng< & other deuoute wordes in hys 
secrete oratorye Our^ lord sente to hym an aungel fro An angei appears 
heuen whyche say (J to hym : IT " Charles, Emperoui 

' JEd, kuees. * col. 2. ' Ikl. traycour. * Ed, Out, ' 
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OLIVERS SWORD FLIES OUT OF HIS HAND. 



an«l MlM him that 
Olirer wiU be Um 
victor. 



FI«nbrM aims a 
stroke at Oliver, 



which he dod(^, 
and wounds the 
Saracen. 



Oliver's sword 
flieti oat 01 
hand. 



He tries to reoover 
it, but cannot 



through fear of 
Fierabras. 



The French are 

eager to help 

Oliver, 

but Charles will 

not allow them. 



of noLle8f«c, knowe thou for trouthe that I am sente 
from ^goif for to say to the that thou doubte no thynge 
of Olyuer, for wythout fay He he shal wynne the bataylle; 
though it be late, but he shal vaynquysshe the paynym." 4 
thys sayd, the aungel departed and charles thanked 
god deuoutelye for hys gloryous medytacyon. Neuer- 
theles after many bataylles bytwene fyerabras and 
Olyuer maad, and grete menaces by grete furour, wyll- 8 
ynff to haue gyuen to Olyuer a grete stroke oute of 
mesure. But Olyuer whyche sawe the stroke comyng* 
deuaunced hym in suche wyse that he gaf two euyl 
strokes to Fyerabras, wherof Fyerabras was passyng 12 
angry vpon Olyuer, and Olyuer on hym, so that bothe 
were ry3t actyf neuer to departe tyl that one of them 
were vaynquysshed and destroyed. & at that tyme 
Olyuer was soo coueytous in smytyng that his honde in 16 
whiche he helde hys swerde was a-slepe and swollen for 
the payne that he had of smytyng*, and he desyryng* to 
smyte hys enemye at vtteraunce hys suerde flewe a-ferre 
fro hym out of his hande, wherof he was sore moeued 20 
and abasshed — and it was no meruaylle — and moche 
courageously rawne for to take vp his swerde, And 
layed hys sMde on hys hede for to preserue it. But 
not wythstoTwiyng the paynym smote ^hym twyes so 24 
myghtyly that he brake hys sfielde in dyuers places 
and hys hauberke, so that he was sore astonyed for that 
tyme And doubted soo moche the paynym that he durst 
not take hys swerde : and moche sodeynlye the frensshe 28 
men which sawe so Olyuer dyspourueyed of his swerde 
armed them anone and were in purpoos to renne vpon 
the sarasyn for to socour olyuer. but Charles wold not 
consente that any man s^old goo sayeng to them that 32 
god is almyghty for to saue and mayntene hym in hys 
good ryght, for yf he had not gaynsayed it more thai?, xiiij 
thousand men were thenne redy for to haue rescowed 

' D iiij, back. • col. 2. 
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hym. an^ notwythstondyng' al thys the paynym dy(? 

but laughe & said to Olyuer : " In trouthe, Olyuer, I Fierabras mocks 

at Oliver, 

haue opteyned? vpon the a lytel of myn entente, but 
4 wherfore darst not pou take thy swerde I knowe now 
wel that thou art ynougfi vaynquysshed sythe that thou 
art so aferde that thou darst not stoupe for all the 
tresour of the worl(J. ancJ I am wel contewte for t. 
8 apoynte wyth the that is that thou renye the fayth that and oflrera, if he 
thou boldest, the baptesme that thou hast receyuecJ & chrutianity, to 
the god? in whom thou byleuest, and for whome thou 
hast had al thys payne, & byleue in Mahoun, my go(J 
12 ful of bounte, & ^I shal suffre the to lyue & more ouer 

I shal be contente to gyue to the my sister to wyf to gWehimhissiBter 

Floripas in mar- 

whom thou snalte be rychely maryedf. Hyr name is riage. 
Florypes, the fayrest of moder borne, & after we shal con- 
16 quere Fraunce or thys yere be paste, Andf of one of the 
royames I shal crowne the kyng." Olyuer ansuerdf to 
hym : " Paynym, thou spekest to me of grete folye, for 
go(J forbede that euer I sholcJ be of entencion to forsake Oliver says, "God 

forbid I " 

20 my go<J, whyche hath created? & fourmed? me, and his 
holy sacrements which haue been establysshecf for my^ 
sauacyon, for to byleue in mahoun and in thy goddes 
ful of abusyon : whiche haue neyther strengthe ne 

24 vertue but cause of dampnacyon." Fyerabras sayil to 

hym, ''by mahoun my go(J, thou art alwaye moche Fierabras declares 

1 1 ^'^ never met any 

obstynat that ne for payn ne for torment thou wylt not one so obstinate, 
denye thy fayth, & of one thynge which is more grete 
28 thou 3 mayst wel auauwt« the. For neuer was I of 
persone so trauailled ne greued as I am of the. IF Thou 
ouffhtest wel to be praysecJ. I am contente that thou Fierabras then 

° , « . 1 oflTers to let him 

take thy swerde hardyly and surely for withoute com- pick up ws sword, 
32 petent wepen thou mayst not preuaylle ne more thaw a 
woman." Olyuer answerd? : " Paynym, I can not say 
the contrarye but that thou oflFrest to me seruyce and? 
bounte, but for the * vale we of x thousand? marke of 

' D V. ' M. fo rmy. ' Ud, thon, * col. 2. 
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OLIVBB MANAGES TO GAIN ONB OF FIERABRAB SWORDS. 



but Oliver reftifloi, golde I wyl not take it, ne for to deye therfore. For 
yf I had recouerd my swerde by thy curtosye And it 
happed that thou were vnder my puyssaunce and thou 
thenne demaondest of me amytye & freudsKyp & thenne 4 
[I] put the to deth it shold to me be vylete and reproche. 
And at thys tyme my lyf and my deth be in the wylle of 
god to whom I haue gyuen my self ouer. * But and yf 
I may wynne my swerde thou shalt bye it dere & here 8 
deye, For other thynge shal thou not haue." IT " By 
my fayth," sayd Fyerabras, " thou art moche surquyd- 
rous & gloryous, wherfore be thou sure that shortely thou 
shalt be confused descomfyte and matte.'' 12 



and declares he 
will win it back 
in fidr fight. 



^ How at thys bataylle Fyerabras was van- 
quysshed' by Olyuer after that he had' 
recouerd' one of the swerdes of fyerabras : 
capitulo viiij 16 

WHan Fyerabras herde that oliuer was so fyers 
of fayt and of courage he had grete meruaylle. 
For he wold not haue hys swerde but yf he 
myght by luste warre conquere it, wherfore the paynym 20 
dysmesurably came ageynst hym and ^helde in hys 
hande plorance hys swerde. Thenne it was no mer- 
uayle though olyuer was aferde to abyde hys enemye he 
beyng* dyspourueyed of swerde & of shelde, For that 24 
was broken in two partyes. but as it playsed to god he 
sees the Saracen's lokcd bcsydc hym & sawe the hors of fyerabras and on 
are two swords, the arsou of the sadel were ij other swerdes of whych 
He runs and seizes I haue spoksu afore. And anone Olyuer ranne ryght 28 

one. Baptism, , 

qayckely and took one of the swerdes whych was named 
baptesme, whyche had the blade moche large and shone 
meruayllously, & after came ageynst the paynym & put 
tofore parte of hys shelde suche as was lefte. and whan 32 
he was nyghe hym he began to say : " kyng* of 

* D V, back. 



Fierabras comes 
against Oliver, 



who, looking 
round in fear. 



FIERABRAS WISHES HIM TO TARE HIS OWN SWORD IN BXOHANGE. 75 

Alexandrye, now is tyme to compte. For I am pour- and defies 
ueyecJ of your swerde of wliych I sfial make you wroth 
& kepe you wel from me for I haue deffyed? you." 

4 Thenne whan Fyerahras sawe it andl had^ herde hym so 
speke anone began to chaunge colour and sayd : " 
baptym, goo(J swerde, I haue kepte the many a day for 
one of the beste that euer henge by my syde or by ony 

8 mans that is lyuyng^." Andf after behelde olyuer sayeng* : 
" By my god Mahoun, I knowe the a maw of grete 
fyerste. I wold that thou woldest take thyn owne whoaakshfanto 

give up Baptism, 

swerde and? late me ^haue myn and? thenne late vs fyght and taice ws own 

sword in ex- 

12 as we haue begonne." "by my hede," sayd Olyuer, ciiange, 

"that shal neuer be by my wylle, for tofore I make butouverreflwee, 
^ny pacte with the I shal assaye and approue thy s swerde 
vpon thy persone. kepe the wel fro me For ouer long 

16 haue we sermoned." T^ys sayeng* & other thynges 
Olyuer came as a lyon hungry ayenst fyerahras & smote 
hym fyrst, but he my3t not attayne hym on the hede 
but that he recountred first the shelde of the paynym, 

20 whyche he brake and al to-frusshed euyl that the half and with a blow 
fiewe in the felde. Thenne fyerahras was soreaferde of ofUieSaracen. 
that stroke For aboue alle thys the swerde wyth that 
stroke entred nygh half a foot within therthe. Thenne 

24 olyuer blessyd hym that had forged that swerde and so 

wel tempred, and after many menaces rygorous they They both lose 

their helmets. 

were in partye descouuerd of theyr helmes. And whan 

Olyuer sawe the Paynym Fyerahras in the vysage fyers ouver is astonish- 

oo 1 -fc /^ii.-koi 1 ed at the appear- 

'^o and courageous he sayd : " O lord god of heuen, maker ance of Fierabras, 
of heuen & of erthe, that thys paynym is noble and ful oonTeraion. 
of cruelte. Now wold god that Charles had hym in 
his power and yf he wold be baptysed Holland and I 

32 shold be hys pryue felowes. glorious vyrgyn marie 

moder of god, praye our lord Ihesu Cryste thy sone 

2 that he gyue grace to thys sarasyn that he may byleue 

in the cristen fayth, for by hym it may be moche 

» col. 2. » D ^. 
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THE FIGHT CONTINUES WITH VARYING SUCCESS. 



Fierabras smitM 

Oliver on his 

shield, 

and breaks it in 

pieces. 



Oliver outs the 
Saracen on his 
shield. 



and neariy stuns 
him. 



They abuse each 
other. (701) 



Fierabras wounds 
Oliver (732) and 



declares his time 
has now come. • 



enhaunce(J." Fyerabras ansuen) in tliys manere: 
" Olyuer, leue suche wordes : telle me yf thou wylt 
fyglit like as thou hast enterprysecJ." "ye," sayd 
olyuer, " kepe the wel fro me for I deiffye the," and 4 
ranne vpon hym : and Olyuer was smyton fyrst vpon 
his sMde by suche fiersnes that he smote his slielde in 
j)yeces nyghe to hys fyste, and it was meruaylle that he 
cut it not of : wherfore Fyeitibras sayd that he had 8 
put hym in suche caas that he shold not longe lyue in 
thys world. Olyuer sayd noo worde but came with his 
swerde ayenst the paynym Fyerabras moche furyously, 
IF Thenne the paynym that sawe f* stroke come threwe 12 
hys shelde ayenst olyuer wherfore anone it was quartred, 
and was so astoned that the eyen in hys heed were al 
troubled of the payne and the fyre was seen sprynge 
oute of the swerdes and sheldes moche habundantlye. 16 
and thus in smytyng* fyerabras sayd in this manere : 
" now is the houre come that thou shalt neuer haue ayde 
of thy god Ihesus in whome thou byleuest, [but] that 
anone thou shalt be deed sythe thou felest thy self ouer- 20 
comen. And Olyuer anone ansuerd : ** Ihesus is wel 
myghty ^for to shewe hys puyssaunce. But anone thou 
shalt knowe that Mahoun ne Termagaunte shal not 
mo we ayde the ne be so myghty but that thou shalte be 24 
deed, I shal wel gyue the knowleche." And herupon 
came that one vpon that other. And olyuer was smyton 
on the helme al vnto the flesshe in suche wyse that al 
that the swerde araught it share and passed thorugh, & 28 
thenne he sayd to olyuer ; " I swere to the by my god 
that I haue wel araught the and smyton. Neuer shal 
Charles ne EoUand see the be thou wel sure." Olyuer 
ansuerd : " Fyerabras of alexandrye, be not thou so 32 
proude for or I departe fro the I shal rendre the dede 
or vaynquysshed, & god graunte to me that whyche I 
haue alwaye desyred ! " And therupon eche smote 

> col. 2. 



FIERABRAS LEAVES HIS SIDE UNGUARDED, AND OLIVER PIERCES IT. 77 

other so merueyllously that the "bodyes of them bothe 
swette for anguysshe and payne. Fyerabras smote 
olyuer vpon the helme soo harde that the stroke came 
4 to the flessh, andf yf god had? not wrought he had? he 
slayn at that tyme. wherfore Olyuer as a man enraged? Oliver aims a 

blow at Fierabras s 

came ayenst the paynym & the sarasyn lyfte on hyghe who, i-aising bia 

'-hiii shield too high, 

hys snelde so that he was al dyscouerd? vnder the arme leaves his side 
8 and! hys flanke was there vnarmed?. Olyuer was wyse 
& took good hede and came lyghtly & smote ^fyerabras Oliver thrusts his 

sword in between 

in hys flanke so myghtyly & contynued in suche wyse the ribs, 
that he thrested? his swerde in one of hys flankes wel 
12 depe, & hys swerde hym self & the place was alle bybled? 
of the blood. Thus was Fyerabras hurte in suche 
manere that almoost hys bowellys yssued cute of his «> *>»»* t^e sara- 

•^ ^ oen's bowels al- 

bely, For thenne at that stroke olyuer employed al his most &ii out. (tis) 
16 strengthe for to make an ende of the bataylle so longe 
foughten. 

% How fyerabras beyng vaynquysshed' by- 

leued' in god', and' how he was borne by 

20 Olyuer, And' how Olyuer was assaylled' 

of the sarasyns and tormented' : capitulo xv 

Fter that the Paynym was smyton and hurte 




mortally as I haue sayd, And he seyug* that he Fierabras finding 

himself vanquish- 

24 / m Piyght nomore resyste ayenst Olyuer, by the ed begs for mercy, 
vertu of god he was enlumyned in suche wyse that he 
had knowleche of the errour of the paynyms and lyfte 
vp hys eyen vnto heuen and began to escrye the holy 

28 trynyte and the grace of the holy ghoost. And after 
loked on Olyuer and sayd to hym : ** noble Olyuer 
& valyaunt knyght, in thonour of ged on whome thou (768) promising 

to become a 

byleuest and to ^ whome I consente I crye the mercy christian, 
32 and requyre the that I dye not tyl I be baptysed & and to be bap 

tised, (755) 

yelden vaynquysshed vnto Charles the Emperour 
* D vj, back. « col. 2. 



78 FIERABRAS BEOS FOR MBROT, AND PROMISES TO BECOME A CHRISTIAN. 

wLyche so moche is redoubted?. For I shal byleue in 
and to give up the the crysten fayth & sfial yelde the relyques for whyche 
ye be as8embly($ and haue taken soo moche payne. 
AncJ I swere to the that yf by thy defaute I dye sarasyn 4 
I make the culpable of my dampnacyon, Andl yf thou 
take not me in to thy garde I shal lose my blood. 
Thou shalt see me deye tofore thyn eyen wherfore in 
Oliver ukes pity the honouT of ffod haue pyte on me." Olyuer had so 8 

on him, (770) © fj J 

moche compassyon of hym for hys sooi that he sore 
wepte, and after he layed hym in the shadowe vnder a 

and binds up hii tree and there bounde his mortal wourades in suche 

wyse that he staunched hys bledyng*. And after the 12 

Fierabras asks to payuym prayed hym that it myght plese hym to here 

(776) *^*^' hym awaye For hym self myght not goo. but whan 
Olyuer sawe that he was so heuy he sayd that it was 
not to hym possyble to here hym. Fyerabras enforced 16 
hym self moche & came nyghe to hym, " noble and 
redoubted Erie Olyuer, in the honour of god lede me 
to charles or I be dede for I am nyghe at myn ende, 

and bids him fetch for al my body bledeth. take that hors and mounte 20 

hU horse, (788) 

theron and come as nyghe to ^ me as thou may and yf I 

and take him on may lye thwart tofore the vpon the sadel thou mayst 

lede me ; & take my swerde by thy syde. IF Now 

hast thou foure that been moche worthe. and hye and 24 

He warns him of depessho the, For thys day in the mornyng I lefte in 

an ambush of _ ixii-i 

50,000 Saracens in the wode that thou there seest here by fyf ty thousand 

t)lQ wood olOBO bv 

(796) ' men whyche been al my subgettes, & comanded them 

that none shold moeue tyl I were retomed fro the 28 
bataylle." "Whan Olyuer vnderstood hym he was al 
afrayed and abasshed for fere, but not wythstondyng* 
he sayd : " Syr kyng<, sythe that it plese you I am 

Oliver lifts him on conteute," & took hym thwart the hors as it was sayd 32 

to the horse. (809) 

& went forth on the waye in grete sorowe. And 
sodeynly departed out of the wode where as were the 
subgettes of Fyerabras a moche fyers paynym named 

' D vij. 



THB SABAOENS BREAK OUT OF AMBUSH AND PRESS ON OLIVER. 79 

bruyllant of Mommere. And after hym Sortybrant of The Saraoeiw 

break out of the 

nonymbres, ancJ the kyiige of Mantryble ; after hym ambush. (8i£) 
maradas, Pynan, & Tenebras, & wel fyfty thousand 
4 sarasyns sifter, whan Olyuer sawe theym come he smote 
the hors wyth the spores bat the charge was so heuy ouver spun hu 

horse, but in vain. 

that he my3t not goo so faste as his enemyes came to 
hym. Whan the frensshe men sawe the paynyms come 
8 in so grete nombre anon lyghtely they armed them. 
And emontre other roUand, Gherard of mon-^dydyer, Roland and othera 

® ' ^ J » rushouttohia 

Guyllam the scot, naymes of bauyere, Ogier, Eychard help, 
of normawdye, Guy of bourgoyn, Geffroy lantiguy, 

12 Basyn, the due Thyery of ardeyne, And Aubert, And 
semblably Eeyner of genes fader of Olyuer fay lied not. 
Olyuer saw alonge the medowe and sawe come to fore 
thother brullawt of mommyere which rode on an hors 

16 as swyft as a grehounde and made grete bruyt emonge 
the other, For it semed as it had be thonder and 
tempeste ; and bare in hys honde a faus dart with a 
grete hede of stele square and sharpe whyche was alle 

20 enuenymed wyth the blood of a crapauld and was 

ryght daungerous. whan Olyuer sawe him he was al owver being hard 

pressed, 

amoeued and abasshed and sayd to Fyerabras in thys teiis Fienbn&s he 

,, r^, t All IT must set him on 

manere : " Sir kyng«, ye must needs descende; I may the ground. 

24 no ferther conduyte you, wherfore I am meruayllously 
sory and dysplaysaunt For I knowe that I must nedes 
be oppressyd; ye see it wel. And yf they may 
attayne I shal be put to deth, And Charles shal neuer 

28 see me whyche shall be to hym grete dyscomforte." 
Thenne anone Fyerabras cryed with an hye voys :2 " O 
noble Olyuer, wyl ye now leue me ? Ye haue conquerd Fierabraa begs 

him not to leave 

me, to you I am yeuen and yelden. it shal not be him. 
32 reputed noblesse determyned whan 'I am youres and 
ye forsake me. Alas poure sorouful and caytyf that I 
am, yf I deye paynym what shal come of me 1 Virgyn 
marie, moder of god, haue pyte on me vnworthy that I 
» col. 2. ' JSd. veys. ' D vij, back. 



80 OLIVER BEING HABD PRESSED SETS FIERABRAS DOWN. 

am to retorne me to you ! " An^ after he saycJ to 
Olyuer : " I am conquerdf by the andf haue promysed 
to the that I shal be baptysed?. Yf thou leue me thou 

Oliver promises oughtest lytel to be preysed?." Olyuer ansuerdf : " Fy- 4 
erabras, thou spekest as a kuyght. But I auowe to go<$ 
and to the courte of heuen that I shal not leue the, I 
shal take the bataylle in honde for the and shal deffende 
the as longe as I shal be on lyue : thou mayst wel truste 8 

and arms himself therto." & there vpou he took the hauberk of the 

in Fierabms* 

armour. (8«8) sarasyn and wyth suche as he my3t haue he armed 
hym, & prestly he abylled hym and put on his heed an 
hatte of fyne stele, and helde hys swerde drawen named 12 
haultclere, wyth whiche he coude wel helpe hym. & 

Bruuiant charges herupon Came anone brullant wyth his faus darte & 

at and wounds 

him in the breast, atteyned Oly uer in the breste & gaf hym an euyl stroke 

so that the dart brake, thewne said fyerabras : " Syr 16 
Olyuer, ye haue doon ynough for me. For ye be hurte. 
late me descende doun and laye me a-parte out of the 
waye to thende that I be not defoulled of these sara- 
syns, ne taken and destroyed." Therof had Olyuer 20 

He sets Fierabras ^grete compassyou & layed Fyerabras in the shadowe of 

down (Ste^, and 

tries to escape, a pynapple tree ferre out of the waye. and whan he wold 

but seeing it u in haue fledde he sawe aboute hym wel x thousand sarasyns 

utters a prayer, and sayd : '^ Alas ! god Ihesus, my creatour, thou 24 

knowest myn entencyon. I requyre the to gyue me 

grace that I deye not at thys tyme present vnto the tyme 

that for thexaltacion of thy fayth I may be wyth Eol- 

draws his sword, land my felawe : " & in the name of Ihesus drewe out 28 

and turns to meet 

the Saracens. (888) haulteclcre and came in to the waye, & the first that he 
recouTztred was the sone of the grettest lord that was 
there, and gaf hym suche a stroke that he clef te hym to 
the breste and [he] fyl doun dede. & Olyuer was abylle 32 
& delyuer, and took fro hym hys shelde whyche was al 
newe : for in the bataylle tof ore maad he had loste hys, 
& also he had his spere & lete hys hors renne emonge 

' col. 2. 



II. XVL] OLIVBH IS OVERPOWERED, BOUND AND BLINDFOLDED. 81 

the myscreauntes. AncJ atteynedf at the fyrst stroke He sUys ciargyg, 
Clorgys & smote hym vnto the hert. Andf in retornyng* *" ^ ^^ 
he slewe thre sarasyns & they rawne tofore hym as ^eep 

4 tofore the wulf whiche is hongry. Thenne came on 
hym marabas, Turgys, Sortybrant of conymbres, ancJ 
the kyng Margaris, ancJ they cryecJ with an hye voys 
to-gydre: '* by Mahoun our go^, thou frewsshe man thou He ia gurrounded, 

8 shalt not escape vs ; kepe the wel ^for by vs thou shalt 

deye ! " AncJ thenne cam Olyuer emonge his enemyes and 

smote ancJ slewe on al sydes. And the saresyns smote on 

hym in suche wyse that it was grete meruaylle that he 

12 was not slayne and ouercomen but by force of^ shotte 

and of strokes hys hors was slayn vnder hym. And and his hone siain 

1-1 II ii 1 1.1 under him. (891) 

he beyngf on the erthe as sone as he myght he aroos 

and beyng* afoot sette hys shelde tofore hym whyche he 

16 had go ten, and helde fast haultclere whyche was alle 

hys comforte for to socoure hym. And alwaye whome He defends him- 

self bi*&vely 

he raught fyl doun and was slayn. It is not redde in 
ony book that euer ony man so hurt as he was bare hym 
20 so wel and dyd so grete portemente of armes. 

% How Olyuer was taken & blynfeld' pyteous- 
ly, & myght not be socoured' by the 
Frensshe men : ca. xvj * 

24 /^Lyuer was a[l] allone on fote emonge the sarasyns 
ageynst whome he made grete resystence & mer- 
uayllous : but it is not a thynge possyble that he 
myght escape fro theyr handes, for wyth glaues, with 
28 swerdes and with fans dartes of yron they pressyd hym 

so sore that hys shelde was perced in ^moo than xxx His shield is 
places : & whan hys hauberk was broken & perced wyth his coat of raaii 
f oure sharpe dartes they perced and wounded hym in *^ ^ ®*^®*' 
32 his body meruaillously. Wherfore by veray force & He is overpower- 

ed, bound, & 

for f eblesse he fyl to the erthe & there they took hym blindfolded. (906) 

» D viy. » Ed, and. » Ed. xvij. * col. 2. 
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82 BOLAND AND OTHERS RUSH OUT TO OLIVER'S RESCUE. [ll. Xvl 



He cries on 
Cliarles for help, 
(912) 



and on Roland. 
(918) 



Maradas mocks 
him. (914) 



Roland and the 
other douzeperes 
charge tlie Sara- 
cens: (982) 



each kills a Sara- 
cen. (946) 



Guyllam, Ooal- 
tier, and others 
are slain (968). 
and 



moclie outerageously, ancJ after blynfelde hys eyen & 
bonde hym straytely soo that he my3t not see, ne wyst 
not where he was & they sette hym vpon a good hors & 
bonde hym surely. And whan thys valyaunt olyuer 4 
was thus dyspourueyed? fro al helpe, fro al sy3t, fro al 
hope, and fro al comforte, it is good to wete that he was 
in grete desplaysaunce, For he knewe not what they wold 
doo wyth hym, Thenne wyth an hye voys by a compas- 8 
syon of hert he sayd : " Charlemayn kyng* of noblesse 
Emperour of valure, where art thou now & knowest 
thou not where I am*} seest thou not what I do? 
remembrest not me, Noble felawe Eolland? thou art 12 
all a slepe. am I deef or how I may not here the ? is 
there none of you crysten that remembreth me 'i " 
These and suche other compkyntes makyng* the kyng* 
Maradas sayd to hym: "Frensshe man, whatsomeuer 16 
thou be thou spekest of folye, For I shal not ete tyl 
thou be hanged." These sarasyns ranne wyth olyuer, 
hys eyen blynfelde and hys hondes ^straytly bounden, in 
the garde of four fals tyraunts. Thenne vpon thys in 20 
especyal came Eolland, Thyerry, & al the peres & 
charles hym self also, but thys was ouer late for to saue 
Olyuer. wyth grete cryes they cryed on god & on al the 
sayntes of heuen. And wyth grete Ire Holland smote 24 
Corsuble in the brest, Gherard of mondydyer came 
ayenst Turgys, Ogyer smote athenas. And Eychard 
Amancdys; Guy of bourgoyne atteyned brullant. 
There was none of the peres of fraunce but that ouer- 28 
threwe hys man and made so grete dyscomfyte of the 
sarasyns that they were al empesshed to holde them 
to-gyders and to goo theyr waye, but the other paynyms 
that conduyted Olyuer wente alwaye forth. And in 32 
thys bataylle was slayn guyllam, gualtier, & other ynow 
of valyaunte peple & many other of the moyen people & 
others, and laye on the grounde. And gherard de mon- 

• D viij, back. 



II. i. le] ROLAND AND OTHERS PURSUE THE SARACENS, BUT IN VAIN. 83 

dydier, the sone of Duke Thyerry, and? geflEpoy langeuyn oemrd and Geof- 
they bonde dylygently to tlieyr horses & rode aweye en. (ws) 
wyth them hastely. but whan charles sawe theym thus 
4 ladde for angre he loste abnoost hys wytte, AncJ wyth an 
hyghe voys cryecJ : " saue, kepe, and? socoure the barons. 
O kny^tes desloyal, that ye be slowe ! yf they lede 
awaye the barons ^neuer shal ye fare weL" whan the 
8 Prensshe men herde Charles thus moeued as enraged The French try to 
smote theyr horses wyth theyr spores and wente doun "*"** *™* 
'of a mountayn. An($ there was EoUand fyrst that helde Roland in the 
hys swerde durandall drawen for tauenge hym fyersly, 

12 andl hym that he atteyned was sure to passe by the 
deth. For he was al enraged by cause that they ledde 
awaye his felowe Olyuer, & smote a paynym that he 
clef te hym to the myddle of hys body, at that tyme 

16 rolland bare hym myghtely : by cause of the multytude 
of the paynyms he myght not passe forth for to socoure 
the barons prysonners and chaced them more than They ehace them 
V myle ferre & coude not approche them. & thenne mUes, 

20 were many good knyghtes deed, morfounded, and wery. 
And not wythstondyng EoUand sware that he wold 
neuer retome tyl the barons of fraunce were taken fro 
the handes of theyr enemyes. But he myght not do it, 

24 For the nyght came on & wyst neuer whyther to goo. tm night cam* 
The sarasyns that were tofore went fleyng* alwaye at 
theyr playsyr. IT Thys seyng* Charles wyst not what 
he shold doo ne say, For he doubted that the paynyms 

28 made a watche & a ryere garde for to close them, f And 

therfore by force they must leue the felde in ry^t grete when they were 
^dysplaysyr & anguysshe ; and so al they retomed, back, (loso) 

The second^ partye of the second* book con- 

32 teyneth xvij chapytres & speketh of the 

tormente of the barons of fraunce, & how 

they that were taken spaken to ballant 

thadmyral of spayne. 

' coL 2. « B j. 
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84 CHARLES DISCOVERS FIERABRAS : HE HAS HIH CARRIED TO THE CAMP. 

% How Fyerabras was fou^den by Charles, 
and after was baptysed' and' heled' of his 
wonde : ca. primo 

Fter that charles knew that he myght not haue 4 
ageyn Olyuer ne the other prysoners it was force to 




On his way back j 1 hym to letome wyth hys people for the nyght was 
%^Z. thewne to them greuous j & also in retomyng< they 
uST^!"' fonde fyerabraa vnder a tre languysshyng, to whom J)' 8 
HeYeprowjhes ^T^E ^^^ • ^ vnhappy paynym, I ou3t wel to hate the 
"■"• for by the been my men prysonners ana loste. thou hast 

take fro me oliuer one of the hest hylouecJ that I had! 
emonge al thumayn creatures : hym fat hath he syngiiler 12 
to mayntene my goo(J name. & hy the in the ende in 
stede of loye thou y eldest me sorowe." whan fyerabras 
vnderstode hym he sore syghed? & sayd : " ryche 
emperour & noble, the moost myghty of human lygnage, 16 
Fierabras begs for In thonouT of ^gO(J I crye the mercy & pardone me. 

mercy, (1042) 

It is trouthe that Olyuer hath conquerdl me, I shal not 
hyde it, andf I haue promysed? hym that I shal he 
crystnedl. I haue left & forsaken al my goddes an^ yelde 20 
me to Ihesus the creatour of the worlcJ. And I requyre 
promises to be- the yet that I may he baptysed, an^ yf I were hele^ of 

come Christiaiii 

(1046) my woundes I shal enhauwce to my power the crysten 

fayth & many sarasyns shal be maad? crysten ; ancJ by 24 

andtogfiveupihe my moyau the holy sepulcre & the holy reliques shal 
be delyuerd?, for whome ye take grete payne and 
trauaylle. And also I make an oth to you by god in 
whom I now byleue that I am more heuy & sory for 28 
Olyuer that noble kny3t whiche is taken prysonner 
than I am for my body whyche is mortally woundecJ, & 
by the grace of god we shal haue hym ones ; wherfore 
conclude we that I be crystenecJ, For yf I deye sarasyn 32 

Charles has pity it shal be to you rcprochc." IT And vpon thys Charles, 

on him and causes 

him to be carried whyche had? grctc compassyou on hym, made hym to be 

to the camp. 

(1067) borne in to hys lodgyng by his barons, and whan they 

* col. 2. 



II. i.] PIEBABRAS IS BAPTISED BY THE NAME OF FLOBEN. 85 

saw hym so hugely membrecJ they al were abasshed of 
his gretenes ancJ largenes, for whan he was vnarmedf he 
was one of the semelyest men that euer was. IT Andl 
4 al the Frensshe men gaf grete loes ancJ honour ^to ah the French 

^^ admire his size 

Olyuer that had? f oughten & ouercomen suche a man ; and figure. (io76) 
and as he was vnclothed? partye of hys woundes opened? 
ancJ began to blede wherof hys hert faylled & fyl doun 
8 a-swoune, & rollan^ anone lyfbe hym vp. And in al 
haste they made redy a fonte, & sente for tha[r]che- 
bysshop Turpyn and Naymes, which were moche loyous 
of this that the paynym shold be crystendf. & after that 
12 the baptesme was redy the godfaders gaf hym another He i« baptised 

and named 

name & was named floren, (but as longe as he lyue(J he Fioren. (iost) 

was called Fyerabras,) and thenne he was layed in a 

bedde honourable. And? at the laste ende of hys day es After his death he 

»- 1 1 1 became a Saint. 

16 he was a saynt an(J go(J shewed for hym myracles, and 
is now calle(J Saynt Floren of Eoye. And thenne 
anone charles made hym to be vysytedf by his medycynes charie* orders ua 

own DhysicJans 

& surgyens wel expert, & sercheden al his woundes, and to attend to him. 
20 as god wolde they fonde none of his bowellys entamed 

ne hurt, wherfore the leches were sure for to delyuer 
• hym al hole wythin ij monethes next after comyng*. 

In makyng thys vysytacion the Emperour charles was 
24 present & saycJ to fyerabras : " yf now olyuer & the They assure him 

that Fierabras 

other barons were here present tof ore the we sholcJ wel wiu be weii in 
be contente." And charles was thenne aJ pencyf and 
heuy moche thynkyng* vpon hys ba-^rons prysoners, but 
28 he maad no more semblaunte. 

% How Olyuer & his felowes were presented' 
to ballant thadmyral and' cruelly passyoned 
in pryson : capitulo ij 

32 f^i^He Sarasyns after they had the barons of fraunce The Saracens 

, n 1 <. .1 . 1. i 1 J carry Oliver 

tofore named for prysoners they taryed? jiot but and the other 
ranne tyl they came in to a ryche cytee namedf Aiff^oi«?(iiu) 

» B j, back. » col. 2. 
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BALAN LAMENTS OV£B THE LOSS OF HIS SON. 



[iL ii. 



Bftlan enquires 
what tiding they 
bring. (IIM) 



Braillant tells 
him of their 
defeat^ (1189) 



and of Oliver's 
victory over 
Fierabras. (11S2) 



Balan laments 
over his son, 
(1134) 



and tlireatens to 
smash liisgods. 



Agrymore ; and at the entre of the saycJ cyte they 
80wne(J and blewe vp trumpes makyng* grete bruyt. 
whan ballant thadmyral, fader of Fyerabras, sawe them 
he came vnto them & fonde there brilliant of mommyer, 4 
to whome he say(J : " bruUant my frende, telle to vs of 
your tydynges, how ye haue borne you in my warre and 
affayres. haue ye taken Charles the emperour whyche so 
moche is redoubtecJ, & his peres of fraunce be they 8 
dyscomfyted?" Brullant sayd? to hym : " syr admyral, 
the tydynges that I brynge you been alle otherwyse, 
and? of lasse valewe than ye say. by Charles the kyng 
we haue been almoost defeated? an^ dyscomfyted. For 12 
of hys puyssaunce it is a meruayllous thynge. Fyerabras 
your sone is with hym vaynquysshecf by one of his 
barons and is made crysten, & he was taken vayn- 
quysshed? & dyscomfyted in loyal batayl without doyng 16 
ony treson." ^ whan thadmyral vnderstode this he fyl to 
therthe al in a traunse, And! or he came ageyn to hys 
mynde it was a grete whyle for the sorowe that he hacJ 
of hys sone. and? whan he was releued he cryed wyth an 20 
hye voys : " dolaunt vnhappy that I am ! ha ! poure 
caytyf ! what shal bycome of me ] Fyerabras, my 
ryght dere sone and heyer, whyther art thou gone? 
Fro whens cometh thys trespaas ? wherfore were thou 24 
taken whyche neuer in bataylle were wery ne had re- 
proche ] ^0 what euyl tydynges been brought to me 
of the 1 yf he be crysten I am sory that he lyueth : I 
had moche leuer that he were dysmembred? and put to 28 
deth :" & thenne as a man feble for sorowe fyl doun to the 
grounde and cryedl : " brullant of mommyere, what is 
betyd of the noble kyng of Cordube andf of my neuewe 
bruchart ? sythe my sone fyerabras the ledar and? captayn 32 
of all, yf it be trewe that he be lost I shal smyte oute 
the brayne of Mahommet the gocJ whiche hath promysed 
to me so moche good?, to whome I haue gyuen my self 
and yolden." Thus sayeng* alle in a rage he tormented 

' E ij. 



II. ii.] OLIVER AND HIS COMPANIONS ARE BROUGHT BEFORE -BALAN. 87 

hym 'self greuously vpon the grounde.^ Andl whan 
thadmyral was a lytel cole^ of hys grete yre He de- 
maunded? of Bndlant : " whiche is the knvit that hath Baian enquires 

*'-' which of the 

4 vaynquys-^shed fyerabras my sone?" bmlla^it answerd : French knights 

overcame Fiera- 

" Syr admyrall, your sone hath be conquercJ by yonde bras. (1144) 
knyght ; " in shewyng Olyuer whiche was so fayr & wel Bnouant points 
formed & membred & had emonge al other his eyen •»*°'""-<"«> 
8 bended. Now anoile sayd thadmyral of spayn : " hye 
you & brynge hym to me for I shal neuer ete tyl he be 
dy8membre(J." whan the frenssh men vnderstode that 
he wold do put Olyuer to deth, whiche was al theyr 
12 comforte, begonne to wepe greuously, & olyuer whiche 
vnderstode it sawe them waylle he recomforted them 
sayeng, in suche manere that the sarasyns wyst not 
what they saycJ, " My lordes & my brethem, ye knowe Oliver warns his 

^ - _ companions not 

16 our necessite, yf thadmyral my3t know that we be of to teii their 
the peres of frauwce our lyues shal be sone termyned, 
for no thyng shal he take pyte of vs but that we shal 
deye shamefully, wherfor I praye you that we al say as 

20 I shal begynne ; " to whome alle the other frensshe men 
prysonners dyd consente, & wold say & do lyke as he 
counceylled them, after that thadmyral had comanded 
them to come tofore hym the paynyms vnarmed them 

24 & bonde faste theyr hondes & blynfelde theyr eyen, 
wherof they were moche greue^ & daungerously hurt : 
& anon thadmyral furiously demauwded olyuer : " pon Baian demands 

_ _ _ Oliver's name* 

frenssh maw, beware that fou ^lye not but say to me the (iiee) 
28 trouthe how thou arte named? & hyde it not." Olyuer ouver answers, 
ansuerd & sayd : " syr, I am named eugynes, sone vnto son or a poor 
a yeman of poure lygnage, and was borne in lorayne & y®®™*"» (^^^> 
cam on a tyme to the courte of Charles emperour, 
32 whiche gaf to me armes & after adoubed me knyght : 

& also my felawes that ye see tofore you ben poure and says that aii 

^ t , 1 1 A 1 . 1. . his companions 

knyghtes aduenturous & haue enterprysea payne to are poor knights, 
serue our kyng, by cause Jat by our seruyce we my^t 
be auaunced & haue somme good? guerdon & rewarde.*' 
] Ed, grouude. ' col. 2. ' E ij, back. 



88 B\LAN WISHES TO KILL THE FRENCH AT ONCE : BBUILLANT INTERPOSES. 



BHian \a vexed at 
this, (1172) 



and orders hia 
chamberlain to 
bind the French 

to a pillar that he 
may shoot at 
them. 



Bmniant fnter- 
poses, and re- 
minds him that 
the day is far 
gone. 



and. moreover, 
Charles might 
give Fierabras in 
exchange for the 
prisoners. (1181) 



Balan assents, 
and orders them 
to prison. (1184) 



" O Mahoun," saycJ thadmyral, " now I am wel 
deceyuecJ. I supposed? by my go^ that I hacJ ha(J fyue 
of the yalyauntest erles of fraunce & of the grettest, & 
thought I had the kayes of fraunce by the moyen of these 4 
barons," & anone calle(J barbacas his chamberlayn and? 
saydf to hym anone : " depesshe the, take these frensshe 
men and? despoyle them & bynde them harde to that pyler 
& after brynge me my dartes wel sharped wyth yron, & 8 
I shal shote at them an^ smyte hem at my playsyr." 
thewne aroos bruUant & sayd? : " syr admyral, I praye you 
that at thys tyme that ye do not that enterpryse, for it 
shal not be wel doo, ye see wel that it is in the euen- 12 
tyde & ouer late to do lustyce, & so ye myght be blamed, 
seen that your seygnorye ne your lor-^des be not here 
now present, wherfore I praye you that at thys tyme ye 
do no thyng to them tyl to-morowe atte houre that 16 
eche man knowe it, & your lugement shal the better be 
approue^. For I knowe wel that they haue deseruecJ 
it wel euydently. AncJ on that other syde yf charles 
the emperour wold? yelde ageyn to you Fyerabras your 20 
sone wyth his good? wylle ye myght semblably remyse 
to hym these frewssh men that ye now haue." " for 
your loue," say^ thadmyral, " I am contente," an(J sente 
for Brutamont whych was kepar of the pryson, ancJ gaf 24 
to hym grete charge to kepe the frensshe men an^ that 
he be wel sure of them, ancJ that he sette them in suche 
place for to lerne how they haue wrought folyly for to 
come it to hys kepyng'. 28 

% Of the pryson wherin that the Frensshe men 
were lodged', And how they were vysyted 
by the fayre ilorypes doughter of the 
admyral, and' of the beaulte of hyr : ca. iij 32 

AFter that ballant thadmyral of Spayne had? com- 
maunded? that the Frensshe men were sette in 

» col. 2. 



II. iii.] THE FBENOH KNIGHTS ARE OAST INTO A FILTHY DUNGEON. 89 

greuous pry-^son brutamont the geayler made Olyuer & Brutamont takeg 
his felawes to auale doun in to a pryson moche daun- knights to a deep 
gerous, whyche was so depe and strayt in the grouwde "'*®^°* 
4 that no ly^t myght be seen : in the which were put 
& nourysshed serpentes, crapaiildes, and? other beestes ftiu of serpents 

and other crea- 

venemous ancJ detestable ; in whyche place al stenche tures. (1195) 
was comprysecJ. and there passed a streme of the salte 
8 see whiche had hys entree wythout conduyt, by whiche 
water myght one passe whan the tyde was passed. & 
or the kepar of the pryson went he blynfeld? them & 
shet the dore aboue them, & they beyng in this fylthe 
12 an(J stenche anon the water came so habundantly that The tide rises as 

, n t • 1 1 . high as their 

the poure frewssh men were m the water vnto their shoulders. 

shotdres. Thenne the woundes of olyuer began to 

smerte by cause of the salte water that it perced hys Tiie salt water 

causes Oliver's 

16 hert, ye may wel thynke the payne was grete, But in wounds to smart, 
especyal of olyuer, which was hurt mortally in many 
places & ha(J grete necessyte of remedye, & he was in a 
place where al his paynes were renewed & his woundes 

20 openecJ : for anon as he folte hym bayned? in the salte 
water he fyl doun a swoune & had? be dede that tyme 
ne had be gherard de mondydyer who susteynecJ hym. 
& ye may demauwde me how they were not drowned 

24 seeyng* that the water grewe alwaye. ^ye shal vnder- 

stonde that in that pryson of aduenture were two grete They save them- 

_- selves from 

pylers wel xv fote hye vpon wniche by grete force they drowning by 
gate vp olyuer which my3t not helpe hym. & whan 
28 olyuer was sotte therupon in grete awguysshe he waylled 
& sayd : " o poure man & vnhappy put vnder by fals 
fortune ! Reyner my dere fader, for goddes sake what Oliver laments 

over his fiite. 

do ye 1 knowe ye where I am ■? thynke ye what I make? 
32 knowe ye my sorowel ye shal neuer see me." this 
Bayeng & other lamentable wordes of desolacyon the 
valyaunt man Gherard sayd to hym : " Syr oliuer, wayle Gerard cheers 
nomore : vnto suche a knyght as ye be it apperteyneth 

« B iij. ' col. 2. 



90 FLORIPAS HEARS THEIB GBIES : DESORIPTION OF HER BBAUTT. 

not to make suche complainte. reioyce we our self & 

traiste we in god, whych I wold it plesecJ that now we 

and wishes he had that he here Were ahoueat large al armed & echo a good 

his sword, 

aiid could get at sweide in his hande onely : for I make a vowe to god? 4 

the Saracens. 

that or we sholcJ he put in to this pytte vaynquysshed 

I shold put to deth iijC sarasyns or moo." the frensshe 

men beyng* on these pylers of marble afore saycJ in 

Fioripaa hears suche wyse sayeng & other wordes Florypes the syster 8 

groans. (1202) of fyerabras & doughter of thadmyrall herd them & had 

grete compassyon of ])• complayntes that Olyuer made. 

She is young and this dou3ter was youge & not maryecJ, was wel comprysed 

with lips like a of hody ; resonahle of lengthe, ^whyt & rody as rose in 12 

ro«, in May : ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^ shynyng SB the fyne golde, & hir 

vysage termyned in lytel of lengthe : an(J hyr chere 
her eyes like a lawhyng, hyr eyen clere as fawcon mued, & sparklyng 

lyke ij sterres. the vysage had she deuysedf moche egally, 16 
her nose strayt whiche was wel semely ; the ij hrowes 
whiche were aboue the eyen appyeryng made shadowe ; 
hyr chekys rounde, whyt as the flour de lys, a lytel 
hermouthsmaU: tyssued with iBB^ ; & Tuder the nose was her mouth 20 
roundette, enhauncecJ in competent space, fro the chynne 
al wel proporcyonedf to the remenaunte of the hede : 
her shoulders with litel sholdrcs Stray tc & egalle : & tof ore aboue the 
breasteuketwo gyrdlc hir pappes were reysed? after the facyon of ij 24 
apples, rounde and euen as the coppe of a l[i]tel mon- 
tayn. And? she was cladde wyth a robe of purple 
meruayllously ryche fylle^ & pouldrecJ with sterres of 
fyn golde, whyche was made of one of the fayrye, & it 28 
was of grete vertu for the persone that ha(J it myght 
So ftdr is she that ucucr b« poysoned? of herbe ne of venym. And florypes 

a sight of her 

would satisfy a was SO fayrc wyth hyr abyllements that yf a persone 
flisted8or4day8. hadi fasted iij or iiij dayes with out etyng*, & he myght 32 

see hyr he shold be replenysshed & fylled. & more ouer 
Her mantle was she bare a mantel 1 whiche was made in the yle of colchos 

made by a fairy 

at Colchos. of a woman of the fay-^rye (there as lason gate the 

» B iij, back. * ool. 2. 



SHE WISHES TO SEE AND SPEAK WITH THE FRENCH KNI0HT8. 91 

fliese of golde, as it is redde in the destructyon of troye 
almoost at the begynnyng) whiche mantel had? so swete 
an odour that it was memaylle. wherfor of the beaulte 

4 of this damoysel eche man meruayllecJ. & as I haue said 
tofore she had wel herde the complaynt of the frensshe 
men in piyson & in especyal of Olyuer of whome she 
had grete pyte, and departed? fro hyr chambre with xij 

8 maydens hir subgettes, & entred first in to the halle Fioripas enten 
where as the paynyms were moche desolate for fyerabras 
whiche was taken & many other grete lordes whiche 
were deed. & whan the doughter hacJ demaundedl andistoidofher 

brother's capture. 

12 tydynges they tolde hyr fat hir broder fyerabras was 
taken & vaynquysshed ; wherf ore anone she made a 
grete crye and syghed for anguysshe. thewne was al the 
sorowe renewed for hyr sake emonge them, & whan she 

16 had cessyd a lytel of wepyng* she sen te anone for bruta- 

mont & sayd to hym, ** what be they that I haue herde she asks Bmta- 
spekeintheprysonthatbensosorouful?" ^ "Madame," prisoners are. 

(\9\g\ 

said the porter, "they be froTissh men longyng to HeteU8her.(i2i9) 
20 Charles the Kyng* whiche neuer cesse to destroye our 
lawe, slee our peple, repreue our creau?M;e, and sette a 
nought our goddes : & haue ben aydyng< to slee Fyera- 
bras your broder. emong whom ther is one of grete 
24 ^valure whyche is one of the best made men that euer 
was knowen, and? hath ben so myghty that he conquerd 
in loyal batayl Fyerabras." Anone florypes had enuye FioHpas wishes to 

BAd &lld BTM^ftlc with 

to here hym speke & sayd to brutamowt : " I wyl speke them, (lsm) 
28 with hem ; come and? opene the pryson, for I wyl 
knowe of theyr fayt." brutamont answer^ and sayd? : 
** Madame, ye shal pardonne me : ye may not see them but Bratamont 

refuses to open 

by cause of the f ylthe and dyshoneste of the place : it the door. (1228) 
32 apperteyneth not to you. ancJ on that other syde your 
fader hath deffended? me that noo persone shal approche 
the pryson. And? I remembre me now wel that oftymes 
by a woman I have knowen somme shamecJ & deceyued." 

* E iiij. 



92 FLORIPAS OFFERS TO RELEASE THEM IF THEY WILL DO AS SHE WISHES. 



Floripas in en- 
raged, (1234) 



and with a staff 



■trikes him on 
the head and kills 
him, (1251) 
and throws him 
into the dungeon. 
(1267) 



Floripas opens 
the door. 



and asks the 
prisoners who 
they are. (1266) 

Oliver answers 
her. (1268) 



Floripas offers to 
release them if 
they will promise 
to do what she 
wishes. (1280) 

Oliver promises. 
(1284) 



whan floripes vnderstood sfee was for angre almoost fro 
hyr self and saydf to hym : " enyl glonton despytous, 
oughtest thou to yeue me suche langage] I promyse 
the that I shal make the to be payed shortly," & called 4 
hyr chamberlayn whyche gaf to hyr a stafife, and she 
made semblaunte to opene the pryson and brutamont 
gayiisayed it, & sodeynly she, seyng' the porter wyth- 
stonde hyr, gaf hym suche a stroke on the vysage Jat 8 
she made hys eyen flee oute of his heed, & after he fyl 
doun & there she slew hym & threwe hym wythout 
knowyng of the sarasyns in to the pryson where the 
f rensshe ^ men were : wherof they were sore aferde and 1 2 
abasshed whan they herd hym, wenyng to them that it 
had be the deuyl which wold haue tempted & deceyued 
them. Thenne anone florypes dyd doo lyght a torche & 
dyd do open the pryson & put in the lyght tofore hyr for 16 
to see the prysonners, & cam nyghe to the pyler & sayd 
to them : ^ " ye lordes, telle to me what ye ar & how 
ye be named : hyde ye no thyng fro me." Olyuer 
ansuerd & said : " My fayr lady, we ben of fraunce & 20 
men of charlemayns, & haue ben broujt hyther to thad- 
myral, which hath comaunded vs to be here in tbys cruel 
prison : & moche better were it for vs that he dyd vs to 
be dysmembred & dye than tabyde in this place." the 24 
curtoys florypes, not-withstondyng fat she was not 
crystened, had so grete noblesse & so grete compassyon 
and said to them : " I promyse you that I shal put you 
out of this pryson, so that ye promette & swere that ye 28 
shal helpe me to that that I shal say to you." Olyuer 
ansuerd : " therof, madame, I you assure, & that ye 
shal fynde vs all suche by eflecte as ye shal desyre, & 
faythful & trewe. For neuer were we other ne neuer 32 
shal be. & be ye sure that we shall neuer fayle you as 
longe as we shall haue lyf in our bodyes, so Jat we be 
furnysshed of armes & been ^aboue for to meddle wyth 
» col. 2. » B liij, back. 
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the sarasyns, I sfial make to them a grete dyscomfyte." 
" vassal," sayd the doughter, " ye may auaimte you ouer Fiorfpas beg» him 
moche : yet ye be there an(J wel ferre for to be oute 
4 and yet menace ye them that ben at theyr lyberte. It 
is better a man wysely to be sty lie than folysshly to 
speke." Gherard say (J to the lady : '' Damoysel, I shal Gerard excnses 

him. (1296) 

saye to you one worde. he that is deteyne(J an^ strongely 
8 empesshed? singeth gladly for to forgete his payne ancJ 
melancholye.'* And Floripes byhelde gherard the 
curtoys "whyche excusecJ Olyuer of that whyche he 
spake ouer hardyly, but thys was not grete meruaylle. 
12 For of the loye that olyuer had whan the lady said to 
hym that they shol(J be put oute of pryson hym thought 
thenne to be out and armed at his free wylle. But the 
lady saycJ to gherard : ^ " In trouthe, syr, ye can wel Fioripas oompH- 

mentis Gerard* 

16 say and? excuse your felowe redyly. AncJ I byleue (isoa) 
veryly that ye can wel playe with maydens of eage in 
somme chaumbre vnder curteynes & dysporte you in 
loue : I trowe ye knowe how and what maner." Guillaia 

20 the scot answerd? an(J saydl : *' by my sowle, madame, 
ye say soth, & of hym ye haue wel deuyned : for fro 
hens vnto iijC myle ye shal not fynde hys pere. 

^% How the frensshe men were put oute* of 

24 pryson and were vysyted' by the noble 

mayde Ploripes and' of the beaulte of hyr 

chaumbre : capitulo iiij 

WHan the f ayr Florypes had? spoken at hir playsyr 
wyth the barons prysonners she called hir 
chamberlayn an($ made hym to brynge a corde & a staffe Fioripas sends for 
bounden ouerthwart, & after lete it doun. And? whan 
the frensshe men sawe it they made fyrst Olyuer to goo and with it draws 

up Oliver, 

32 "vp, & the lady andf hyr chamberleyn drewe hym vp by 

grete force : & after that the other wente vp lyghtly J^ *^® ®*^®" 

' ool. 2, ' M. outo. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE CHAMBER OP FLORIPAS. 



[ii. iv. 



Floripas leads 
them by an old 
disased passage 
to her chamber, 
(1819; 



which was built 
by Methusaleh. 



It stands on a 
rock nnrrounded 
by the sea, (1882) 



and has a wonder- 
All garden. 



Maragond, Flori- 
pas' governess, 
recognises Oliver 
and the other 
French knights, 
(1852) 



and threatens to 
tell the Emir. 
(1858) 



Floripas pitches 
her out of the 
window. (1860) 



ynough. and? after sfee ledde them by an olde gate and 
secrete, and wythoute knowyng of ony paynym sfie 
made them to entre in to hyr chambre, wherof thentre 
was made meruayllously after the sarasyns werke. 4 
Aboue the chyef yate was made by grete scyence the 
heuen & the sterres, the sonne, the mone, the tyme of 
somer & of wynter ; wodes, montaynes, byrdes, beestes, 
& fysshe were there payntedf of all fygures ancJ lyke- 8 
nesse by meruayllous f acyon : & after aomme scryptures 
the sone of mathusale dydl do make it. Andf thys 
chambre stood? vpon a blacke rocke al enuyrouned? wyth 
the see, ancJ in one of the quarters ^was a gardyn 12 
pretoyre meruayllously fayr wherin floures ne fruytes 
faylled? neuer, Ss there of al maladyes and sekenesses 
sauf onely of the maladye of deth was f ounden comforte 
and? good? helpe. There within grewe mandegloyre. 16 
And with the fayre Floripes were in the gallerye these 
ladyes, Clarmondyne, florette, Florymonde, & many 
other fayr vyrgynes. AncJ hir maistresse named? mara- 
gonde sayd to Florypes : " A, madame, I knowe wel 20 
these frensshe men. yonder goodly man that ye there 
see is Olyuer, whyche is sone to Eeyner of genes ancJ 
broder to Audeyne, one of the fayrest that is borne of a 
woman. AncJ thys is he that hath vaynquysshed fyera- 24 
bras thy broder. & that other is gherard of Mondidier, 
which oftymes hath be praysed & honourecJ. And? 
there is willyam de scot : & the camuse whyche is the 
hyndmest is geffroy langeuyn. but I praye to my god 28 
mahomet that he curse me yf I euer ete or drynke tyl 
I haue tolde your fader my lore? ihadmyrall." Floripes 
anone chaunged al her colour whan she herde these 
wordes, & moche secretly she reteyned hyr Ire ayenst 32 
hyr & called thys woman to hir by the wyndowe, & gaf 
hyr so grete a stroke that ^e fyl to the grounde : and? 
called her varlet whyche cam to ^hyr prestly and? threwe 
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the woman in to the see. For Florypes redoubted 
moche hyr fader & his malyce. & whan thys olde 
woman tomblecJ in to the see Florypes saycJ to hyr : 
4 U " Kow goo, thou olde & despytous wretche ; thou 
hast thy guerdon. I am now sure that the frensshe 
men that ben here ne shal neuer be encombrec^ ne in 
daunger by the." and herof the barons made grete loye ; The French 
8 & thenne Floripes the noble lady came vnto the Frensshe lighted, (is?*) 
men ancJ ky8se(J them swetely, & whan she sawe oliuer, FioHpas sees the 
whyche was al blody, andl knewe wel that he was hurte ouver's wound, 
she saydl to hym : " Syr Olyuer, ne doubte ye not for ^^^^^ 

12 1 shal rendre you anone al hole ancJ in good helthe : " 

& wente to the mandegloyre ancJ took a lytel : & anone and heals him 
as oliuer hadi vsed it he was al hole & reducecJ in to (i889) 
good? helthe. The barons beyng in this noble chambre 

IQ anone ha(J good fyre,"an(} after were fette to the table The knights are 
and? wel pourueyecJ of al good vytaylle ancJ delycyous food, baths, and 
metes, of whyche they hadf grete nede by cause of the ^ ^' ^^^^^ 
grete hungre that they thenne had endured, and after 

20 mete they had the baynes chauffed, And thenne they 
bayned and refayted them at theyr ease ; and at the 
comyng* out of theyr baynes they were wel adoubed 
wy th mantels ryche of ^ sylke & golde broudred. & thenne 

24 Floripes sayd : " lordes barons, ye knowe wel how I 
haue put my self in grete daunger to brynge you oute 
of pryson mortal, and ye be here in surete as ferre as 
no man hath herde vs. For yf of aduenture it were 

28 knowen it shold turne vs to euyl. I am not in doubte rioripas reminds 

^, 1 1 • -I . 1 .1 them of what she 

Olyuer whyche is here present hath ouercomen my has done for them, 
brother, to whome naturelly I ought to do repreef. I 
knowe you wel alle, be ye nothyng abasshed : ye knowe 
32 wel that ye haue promysed that my secrete shal be 

hydde emonge you." and after the sayd Florypes sayd : noripas tens 

them she has 

" lordes, I shal say to you there is a knyght in fraunce^ long lovea Gay of 

Burgundy, (1411) 

whome I haue longe tyme loued : he is named guy of 
* E y, back. ' Ed. frannce. 



96 FLORIPAS TELLS THE KNIGHTS THAT SHE LOVES GUY OF BURGUNDY. 

bourgoyne, whiche is the moost godelyest man that I 
knowe & is of the parentage of Charlemayn & of the 
whom she had niy3ty EollancJ. IF On a tyme whan I was at Eome I 
with Lucifer, sawe hym, & sythe that tyme I haue gyuen to hym myn 4 
came him. " hert. whan my fader the admyral destroyed Home, 
lucafar of bawdas which was moche redoubted emonge 
the Paynyms & the saycJ guy of bourgoyne lusteden to- 
gyder, but the saydf guy valyauwtly smote hym doun to 8 
the erthe from hys hors, whyche moche plesycJ me, 
AncJ took in gree the valyauwce of hym in suche wyse 
that yf I haue ^hym not to husbond I shal neuer 
For his sake she is maryo. And for the loue of hym I wyl be baptysed 12 
achri«tian.(i423} & byleuo in the god of crysten men." With these 
wordes the frewsshe men were moche loyous, and gyuen 
grete thankynges to god for the good wylle of thys fayre 
mayde. and Gherard de mondydyer sayd to hyr : 16 
Gerard says they " Madame, I swere to you that yf we now were armed 

will do anything 

ifshe will give & were in the halle emonge the sarasyns we shold make 

them arms. 

on them a grete dyscomfyture." But florypes was wyse 
and sayd : " lordes, late vs thynke wysely on our 20 
afifayres. And sythe that ye be in surete take a litel 
Fioripas gives resto. Loo, here vj may dens of grete noblesse : Eche 

tliem a damsel « . •, <•! t» l^ ^ , i a 

a-piece. of you take one for nys owne, for the better to passe 

wyth the tyme : & reste and take your playsyr, And I 24 
ehal warante you. For as for myself I shal neuer haue 
to do with man but wyth Guy of bourgoyne to whome 
I haue gyuen my herte." Neuertheles for to consyder 
wel this chapytre there was a grete werke comprysed 28 
whan fyrst florypes the curtoys which was a paynym 
All this was very had desyro to speke wyth the frensshe men. alle this 
but shows the * toucheth wel the desyre & wylle of wymmen for to 
of women" ^' kuowo newo thynges and tydynges, but as moche as 32 
touched the werke that she dyd ayenst the kepar of 
the pryson & how they were taken ^ oute That was the 
werke of a man wel approued, and it had ben grete 

» col. 2. « E yj. 
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damage yf these barons had! abyden in pryson. But the 
fayth of persones doth grete alegement of tormente, for 
the sayntes of heuen by theyr holy fayth haue obteynedl 

4 heuen, and many other terryen men victorye of theyr 
enemy es. and wyth good ryght he that fyghteth for the 
fayth, and? it happe that he be deteyned?, the mercy of 
god! is nyghe for to delyuer hym. The cause wherfore 

8 they were delyuercf fro pryson was come fro ferre, that and the knights 

^ y J . had to thank her 

was of rome, for guy of bourgoyne whome sne had in love for Guy for 
loue, and? was contente for to be baptysed? and? byleue in 
go(J for to haue the saycJ guy in maryage to hyr hus- 
12 boncJ. wherfore it may not wel be comprysecJ how loue 
in thys damoysel was fyxecJ ancJ comprysed of longe 
affectyon, the which was cause of sauyng* of the pry- 
soners whyche were, as I haue sayd?, in grete daunger. 

16 ^ How kyiig' charles sente to Ballant thad- 
myral, seuen peres of Eraiince whyche 
wold' not haue goon : capitulo v 

IHe Due of genes, fader of Olyuer, which my3t not 




20 I slepe ne ete ne drinke for the sorowe that he Reyner is in great 
ha(J for ^his sone, whan he myght no lenger (uzs) 
endure, he came to kyng charles, and? sayd to hym : 
" Syr Emperour, for the loue of gO(J haue pyte on me 1 

24 ye knowe my sorowe : ought I to lose olyuer my sone, 
for whome I am in contynuell anguysshe ? yf I haue 
none other tydynges, I shal deye or ij dayes of melan- 
colye, or of force I must put my self on the waye to goo and says he must 

28 thyder." whan charles vnderstode hym, he was moeued? (1431) 
an (J full of compassyon for the melancolye of Eeyner, 
& sente for EoUand? and? say (J to hym : " Fayre neuewe Charles teiis 

. _ Roland that he 

rollancJ, vnderstonde me. To-morne in the momyng* must go to Baian, 
32 thou must goo to Aygremore, & shalt say to ballant ®"** momnpr, 
thadmyral wythoute ony hydyng*, that he delyuer to the 

* e vj, col. 2, 
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au:l demand from 
him Uie relics and 
tlie release of his 
prisoners.- (1486) 



Roland remon- 
strates, 



as also does 
Noymes. (1446) 



Charles says 
Naymes shall go 
too. (1452) 



Basyn protests, 

and Charles orders 

him to go also, 

(1458) 

and likewise 

Terry, (1472) 

Ogier, (1480) 



Richard of Nor- 
mandy, (1400) 



and Gay of Bur- 
gundy. (1488) 



the crowne of Ibesu cryst & the other relyques for 
which I haue taken grete payne : AncJ after aske of 
hym my barons whom he holdeth in pryson. AncJ yf 
he wythsaye the, say to hym that I shal hym do be 4 
drawen vylaynously, & after hawge hym by the necke, 
his eye[n] bounden as a theef." whan he had said, Eol- 
lan<J answerdi : " Syr kyng* ancJ fayre vncle, haue mercy 
on me ! I am wel sure that yf I goo, verayly I shal 8 
neuer see you." IF The duke naymes was there, whyche 
sayd? : " syr emperour, take hede whact ye doo. Eollandf 
is your neuewe ; ye knowe of what ^ valewe he is of. yf 
he goo thyder, he shal neuer come ageyn." " AncJ I 12 
assure you," saydf Charles, " that ye shal goo wyth hym, 
ancJ here my letters that I sende to thadmyral." Thys 
saydf, Basyn the genewey came forth, and? saycf to hym : 
'*& how, syr, wyl ye thus lese your knyghtes? I am 16 
certayn that yf they goo as ye haue saycJ, that there shal 
not one retorne." IF Charles sware by his eyen in his 
heed, that basyn shold goo wyth the other tweyne, and 
so ther shal be thre. Thyerry, due of ardayne, saycJ 20 
lyke to thother ; therfore he was ordeynetJ to goo also. 
Ogyer the danoys semblably saydf they ought not goo ; 
ancJ therfore he was ordeyned to here them felywshyp. 
RycharcJ of Norman dye came to the emperour andf 24 
say (J : " Syr kyng*, I am al abasshed how ye haue noo 
pyte of your knyghtes, whyche wyllyngly ye wyl make 
them to deye. I wote wel yf they goo thyder, ye haue 
loste them." "by the gocJ on whome I byleue," sayd 28 
charles, " ye shal goo wyth the other ; ancJ thenne shal 
ye be vj for to here my letters to ballant thadmyral 
whome I soo moche hate." AncJ after, he behelde guy 
ofbourgoyne,and?saydtohym: "come to me: ye are my 32 
cosyn,andof my next parentage; ye shall be the seuenth 
for to doo my message to thadmyral of spayne. ^^^(^ 
ye shal say to hym that I purpose to baptyse hym, & 
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that he holde of me his Koyame, hys townes and hys 
cytees, & that he delyuer to me the relyques for whome 
I take on me soo grete payne and trauaylle. And yf he 
4 gaynsaye it, say ye to hym that I shal doo hange hym, 
ancJ make to dye vylaynously." "alas !" sayd Guy of Guy begs off, 

but in vain* 

bourgoyne, *' ryght dere syr and emperour, I knowe now 
wel that ye wyl lese me. yf I goo, I am sure I shal neuer 
8 retome." & thenne at euen they went al to souper. 
Andf on the morne, assone as the sonne aroos, the seuen in tiie morning 
barons aforesaydf came tof ore Charles, An(J syr Kaymes appear before 
said for them al : " Emperour of noblesse, redoubtecJ in ^ *** 

12 al places, we been here for tobeye thy commaundement. 
We praye the that thou gyue vs lycence an^ congie for 
to departe ; & yf there be ony persone here present, or in 
al thexcersyte, that hath trespaoed? to vs, we pardonne 

16 hym, & semblably yf we haue oflfendecJ to ony, In 
thonour of god that it be pardonned to vs." with these 
wordes all the frensshe men that were present began to 
wepe for pyte. And? charles saycJ to the barons : 

20 "Ryght dere andf wel bylouecJ, vnto gO(J of heuen I who commends 

tliem to God, 

commaunde you ; and? the meryte of his holy passyon 
and of the holy crosse be in your ayde & comfort." 
AncJ so they departecJ on theyr waye hastely, transport- »nd so they 

depart. (1503) 

24 yng them vnto the straunge contreye. 

% How the admyral sente xv kynges sarasyns 

to Charles for to haue ageyn fyerabras, 

which were recountred' by the peres of 

28 fraunce, and' slayn : capitulo vj 

"N aygremore was thewne ballant thadmyral, al 
sorowful an(J angry, & had? sente for xv kynges sara- Baiau caiis a 
syns for to haue theyr counceyll, whiche at hys 
32 commaundement came : & one maradas, the moost fyerce 

of the XV, spake fyrst to ballant and saydl : " Syr admyral, Maradas asks 

* e vij. 
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xrhy they have 
been called toge- 
ther. (1516) 



Balan tells them 
that they must go 
the next morning 
to Mormyonde, 
(1522) 



and demand from 
Charles the sur- 
render of Fiera- 
bras, and homage 
for France. (1526) 



Maradas pro- 
tests, but says 
they will go. 
(1688) 



They arm them- 
•elves, (1546) 

and start. (1548) 



"wherfore hast thou sente for vs ? " ballant answercJ aii(J 
sayd : " lordes, I shal say to you f® trouth. Charle- 
mayn of fraunce requyreth of me grete folye. For he 
wyl that I be subgette to hym, & that I holde al my 4 
londes of hym. but thys shal not be ; and he is a moche 
fole, me thynketh, to enterpryse suche folyes. It were 
better to hym to take hys playsyr to slepe, & resle in 
his chambres hys olde body, & praye god in his 8 
chyrches, an(J ete suche as he hath. Neuertheles I 
counceyl you that ye goo to hym to mormyonde where 
as he is lodgecJ, an(J say to hym that I comauwde ^hym, 
olde dotarcJ, that he byleue in mahoun our god? wyth- 12 
oute delaye ; & aboue that, for to sende ancJ yelde to me 
ageyn my sone Fyerabras, for whome I am deteynedf in 
grete anguysshe ancJ sorowe. And furthermore I wyl 
that he holde of me al Fraunce and hys regyons : an(^ 16 
yf he do not as ye shal deuyse, I shal goo fetche hym 
wyth an hondretJ thousantJ men armedf. AncJ yf by 
aduenture ye fynde in your waye ony crysten man, smyte 
of his heecJ wythout ony mercy : " whan thadmyral hadf 20 
sayd, Maradas answered : " Syr admyrall, I knowe now 
wel that ye wyl haue vs destroyecJ, for the frenssh men 
ben moche felons. And yf we say that ye haue purposed, 
he shal sone make an ende of vs, for we shal be dys- 24 
membred. but byleue ye not that I say thys for coward- 
yse or for to eschewe your commaundement, but that I 
wyl accomplysshe it. For I haue suche courage, that yf 
by aduenture I medle wyth these crysten men, I shal 28 
put to dethe ten or I be wery. And? yf I do not as I 
haue sayd, I wyll that ye do smyte of my hede." alle 
his felawes sayden that eche of them shold do as wel 
as Maradas ; wherfore wythoute more delyberacyon they 32 
wente to horse-backe, wel arme'?, & grete speres in theyr 
hondes, with penouws ^reysed puyssauntly, and lour- 
neyed forth on theyr waye, and rested not tyl they 
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passecJ the brydge of mantryble ; & assone as they myght, 
they passed ouer. AncJ the frensshe men afore namect After they had 
came and recountred those sarasyns. AncJ fyrst, due Naymea sees them 
4 ]!^aymes espyedf them, & saycJ to his felowes : " lord? wid\Tfnght«ied. 
go(J of heuen, what enterpryse hath these sarasyns made ! 
See ye not them, how they come ayenst vs wyth grete 
puyssauwce ? aduyse we vs what is best to doo." Eolland 
8 sayd : " my lordes, ne doubte ye noo thynge. Beholde, Roland advises 
ancB see them ; they be not passyng* xx or xxx ; late vs (ises) 
ryde stray te to them." They alle were of hys oppynyon, 
and ryde forth fast ayenst them. IT Of the partye of 

12 the sarasyns was Maradas puyssaunt & wel armecJ, 

whyche went and saydf to the frensshe men : " how be Maradas chai- . 
ye so Infortiinat and? cursed to come and mete wyth vs, 
and ye be cristen]" Duke Naymes ansuerd : *'what 

16 someuer thou be, thou spekest vylaynnously and ouer 
folysshly : we be men longyng to y redoubted emperour 
Charles, and goo in hys name to do a message to Ballant 
thadmyral." Maradas sayd to hym ; " ye be in dauwger ; and asks if any of 

20 wyl ye defende you or doo otherwyse ? ^aymes him. (i576) 
ansuerd : "we wyl defende vs by the helpe of Ihesu 
our maker." maradas said : " which ^of you dare luste 
ayenst me ? " " I am al redy," sayd Naymes. Maradas Naymes offers to 

24 sayd: "thou art moche presumptuous; For yf I had but Maradas 
suche ten as thou arte, I wold confounded them al wyth Md'says he^is too 
my swerde, and here theyr hedes to thadmyral, wythout ^ ' 
gretely to wery me." and after sayd to hys felawes : 

28 " herkene hyther, syrs, I wyl that no persone of you 
moeue. For I allone wyl conquere them alle ; and after 
I shal present them to ballant thadmyrall." whan roUand 
had herde, he was almoost araged for anger, and after Roland is enraged 

32 sayd to Maradas : " thou hast folyly spoken and thought 

thyng whyche thou shalt neuer see. or it be euen, fou 

shalt knowe what we can do. kepe the fro me, for I 

deffye the." And whan he had thus sayd, lie broched 

^ e vij, back, co\ 2. * Orig, confonnde. 
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chRrjfes at him, hys hoTS wjth. his spores sfiarply. Aik? they recountrecJ 
soo harde with their speres square & sharpe, that it was 
grete meruayle that bothe were not dede with f® stroke, 
theyr hawberks were al to-broken. And wyth theyr 4 
swerdes they smote the helmes rychely wrought. 

and cuts him Bollandl was 80 furyous, that he^ helde durandal, and 

down with • 

Durandal. (1605) araught maradas vpon his helme, that he descerklecJ ancJ 
departed^ it ; & after by grete force recouercJ hys stroke 8 
vpon hys bare hede, andf clefte it vnto vnder hys brayne : 
and? al dede ma^radas fyl doun' to therthe. whan the 
other sawe kynge Maradas dede, andl that EoUand wolde 
haue borne awaye hys heed, they loked eche on other as 12 

The other Sara- al abasshocJ, ancJ concluded to take vengeaunce on the 

his death, frensshe men, and ronnen vpon roUand for to haue put 

hym to deth, but he deffended hym ouer meruayllously. 
And there-vpon that one partye came vpon that other, 16 
& helde them in bataylle so valyauntlye, in especyal 

but are all Biain the frensshe men ayenst the sarasyns, that alle the 

save one, (1624) 

paynyms were slayne, & none saued of the xv, but one, 
who escaped and wfiicho flcddc whan he sawe his felowes dede, and went 20 

carried the tiews 

to Baian. (1627) for to sfiewe how they were destroyed by the frewssh 
men, & neuer cessed tyl he came to thadmyral. To 
whome thadmyral sayd : '* Syr kynge, ye be wel hasty 
to retome ! telle me now how ye haue done." That 24 
other sayd to hym : " syr admyrall, by mahoun, it gooth 
lyght euyl. beyonde the brydge of mantryble we 
recountred seuen glotons of frauwce, which were men of 
kyng* Charles al enraged, and sayd that they came in 28 
hys name to do a message vnto you. & after, they ranne 
vpon vs, and haue doon theyr deuoyr so gretely ayenst 
vs, that al be dede sauf I, whyche am escaped wyth 
grete payne for to come and she we to you." whan 32 
thadmyral vnder'^stode thys, he was almoost dede for 
sorowe of the deth oT hys kynges aforesayd. 

1 Orig, he he, ' e viij. ' e viij, col. 2 
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% Of the meruayllous bridge of Mantryble ; 

of the trybute there payed' for to passe 

ouer, and' how wyth fayr wordes the 

4 frenssh men passed ouer the said brydge : 

capitulo vij 

* 

Han the frensshe men aforesayd had put to deth The French rest 

themselves, 

the sarasyns, they were al trauayllecJ and wery, and debate what 
8 " and? wente and rested them in a medowe al 
grene and ful of swete floures : and after sayd the due 
naymes : " my lordes, I counceylle you that we retorne Naymea proposes 

to return, (1653) 

to Charles, and say to hym how we haue doon ; & I wote 
12 wel that he shal be wel contente whan he shall knowe 
how we haue gouerned vs." Thenne EoUand answerdf 
and sayd : " How, Syr naymes, speke ye of retomyng* ] 
Speke not therof, For as longe as I may holde durandal but Roland win 
16 in my hond, by the playsyr of god I thynke not to 
retorne. For we wyl doo our message to ballant thad- 
myral, how someuer it be. and late vs do one thynge 
wherof euery man shal speke. late eche of vs take one and snjfgests each 

o A i»iii -i.*-! -ii t u should take the 

Zv of these hedes, and we snal presente them to thadmyral. head of one of the 
Naymes sayd to hym : " syr * rolland, it semeth that andTpmentfthem 
ye be oute of your wy tte. For yf we do so, we shal be ^ ^*^"* ^^^^ 
anone slayn." Thyery and the other were of thoppyn- to which they au 

agree. 

24 yon of Eolland ; and so eche of them toke an hede, and 
rode forth on theyr waye. Due naymes was the fyrst 
that wente & behelde the brydge of mantryble, whyche 
was meruayllous, as ye shal here, and sayd to his f elowes : 

28 " lordes, ye shal vnderstonde that beyonde the brydge is 
Aygremore^ where we shal fynde thadmyraL" Ogyer 
the danoys sayd : " vs byhoueth fyrst to passe by thys 
brydge, why eh is moche daungerous. There ben xxx ogier describes 

-1-1 *^® bridge of 

32 arches of marble wel spacyous & brode, whyche been MantriWe. ams) 
soulded wyth leed and cyment, & with grete barres of 
yron : vpon* whyche brydge been grete towres wyth 
' e viij, back. * Orig, wpon. 
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fayr pylers rychely ordeynecJ, & the walles "ben of grete 
The walls of the strengthe. For at the lowest may wel be mesurecJ ten 

bricLfiTG ttiTB %6Tk gUs 

and 20 knights ' ellys a brede. hyt is soo brode that xx knyghtes may 

abreast goo arme in arme at their ease. & there is a drawebrydge 4 

for to drawe vp, whiche descendeth wyth ten grete 

chaynes of yron. Andf aboue on hye is an egle of golde 

moche replendysshaunte and shynyng" lyke the sowne, 

that it semeth that it were a flame of fyre, whyche is 8 

The river under seon a large myle ferre. ancJ the ryuer that passeth vnder 

(1699) ' is named fla^got, whyche is bynethe the arche by mesure 

and runs 80 fierce- xv foot, and recneth so Inpytuously as a quarel out of an 

ly that no boat rj j ^ 

could live in it. arbalastre, in suche wyse that neyther bote ne gal eye 12 

may passe ouer, for the grete cours of the water. And? 
The bridge-ward more ouer this brydge is kepte wyth a geauwte for 

is a giaut, Oalafire 

by name. (1700) thadmyral, whyche geaunte is nametJ Galafre, one of the 

moost terryble of humayn people. An(J he holdeth a 16 
grete axe of stele for to destroye them that wyl doo 
ayenst hys wylle. And who that wyl speke wyth 
thadmyral must nedes passe by hym." " Seygnours," 
sayd rolland, " doubte ye no thynge, I praye you : care 20 

Roland says he is not for passyng" oucr the brydge, For I swere to you 

not afraid to cross, .x-ii t, t 

(1710) in spite of that as longc as it snal please goc? to kepe my body, & 
"* ' that I may holde durandal in my honde, I shal not doubte 

ony paynym the valewe of a peny, what someuer he be. 24 
And- by god that henge on the crosse, I shal smyte the 
porter yf he come tofore me, what someuer shal happe." 
Due naymes of bauyere reprysed hym : " Eolland, ye 
speke not wysely. It is not good to gyue a stroke for to 28 
receyue therfore fyftene : late me do ; For by the playsyr 

but Naymes says of god and of hys sayntes, I shal say to hym suche 

be will manage to 

cheat him. (1717) lesynges and other thynges that we shal passe wyth 

oute daunger." whan the frensshe men came tofore the 32 
2 brydge, the porter toke an hondred knyghtes, & came 
& aualed the lytel brydge wyth as many guysarmes & 
other glayues of defence. The fyrst that went by fore was 
* e viij, back, col. 2. * f j. 



THE BRIDGE-WARD DEMANDS TOLL OF THE FRENCH KNIGHTS. 105 

due naymes with hys whyfce heeres, for he was older Naymes rides in 

front. 

than ony of the other. Anon the porter passecJ ouer & 

toke Naymes hy the honde, & drewe hym ouer, & after Gaiafre stops him 

and asks his bosi* 

4 saycJ to hym : " whyther wylt thou goo ] " Naymes ness. ci726) 
ar^suerd : *' I shal say you the trouth. we be men. of 
Charles, the noble emperour, & goo to Aygremore to do Naymes says they 

are messengers 

a message to ballant thadmyral. But certeynly he hath from charies to 
8 quytte his contreye of fals peple, for it is not longe tyme 
passecJ that on the felde we fonde xv gloutons, whyche 
wol(J haue taken fro ys our lyf & our horses. Neuer- 
theles we haue gouerned them in suche manere that 

12 here ben the hedes. beholde them wel what they be, yf 
ye byleue me not." whan the porter herde hym, he was 
almoost oute of hys wytte for angre, & say(J to Naymes : 
"vassal, vnderstonde me! ye must paye the passage of Gaiafre demand* 

16 the brydge tofore al thyng." Due Naymes say (J : " * 
" porter, demaunde what ye ought to haue, & we shal 
eontente you." " by mahoun," sayd. the porter, " it is 
not a lytel. For I aske of you xxx eouple houndes, so couples ot 

20 after, an C may dens ehaste & of good maners, an C ens, loo falcons, 
f awcons me^wecJ, an C palfroyes in goocJ poynte & loo steeds, and 
restecJ, ancJ for euery foot of the horses a marke of fyn 
gold ; & atte last I must haue ii[ij] sommyers eharged and 4 packhorses 

24 with golde & syluer. thus ought ye paye, or ellys eome (1740) 
not here, and he that may not paye the trybute tofore 
deuysed, he must lese hys heecJ wythoute other exeusa- 
cyon." due Naymes was not abasshecJ, Notwithstondyng 

28 that he knewe the oceasyon that the porter sought 
that they sholcJ deye, by eause that it was not 
possyble to paye that he ha(J deuysed : & ansuerd 
to the porter in this manere, and sayd : " Syr porter, Naymes says that 

Gaiafre will find 

32 yf I owe noo more than ye haue sayd, ye shal be au this and more 
eontente or mydday be passed. Our bagayge com- whiciTL fSwmg 
eth after vs, and hamoys more in nombre than an 
hondred thousand, where there be maydens fayr, & 

' f j, col. 2. 
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Galafire bellevet 
him and lets them 
pass. (1755) 



Roland meets a 
Saracen, 



and throws him 
over into the 
river. (1761) 



Naynies rebukes 
him. 



gentyl fawcons, & dogges grete plente, hawberks, helmes, 
and good s]&eldes wythoute nombre, And many other 
le welly s noble and ryche : take of them as it shalle 
playse your wylle." IF The portyer supposed that he had 4 
said trouthe, and was wel contento, andf lete the brydge 
doun, and after they passed ouer lyghtly. Eolland, 
which myght not forbere lawhyng*, sayd : *^ In trouthe, 
syr Due ^aymes, ye haue wel spoken, for by lesynges 8 
we passe thys brydge." and roUand came ^behynde alle 
the other ; & whan they were a lytel forth vpon the 
brydge, Roulland encountred a Turke, and sythe sayd 
in his courage : " A, lord god of paradys, late me do a 12 
thynge wherof thow mayst be honoured, and 6dle thynge 
happe wel,'* and withoute sayeng of ony worde to his 
felowes, he lyghted doun from hys hors, and toke thy Ike 
turk by the myddel, and threwe hym hastely in to the 10 
ryuer. IF Due Kaymes loked behynde hym, and sawe 
the paynym falle> and was moche angry, and sayd r "lord 
god of heuen, I trowe the deuyl is in the body of Eoul- 
land ! he can haue noo pacyence in hym. and yf god 20 
helpe vs not, he shal cause vs al to be slayn and 
vylaynsly deye." For Eolland was so fyers of com-agff 
that he toke none hede of the tyme ne the place how to 
goueme^ h.jm, but wold alwaye auenge hym on his 24 
enemye where he my3t fynde hym. 



^ How the barons came and' spake to the 
Admyrall, and' how they dyd' theyr 
message : capitulo viij 28 

The French fTMHe barons afore sayd, whan they had passed the 

knights enter into I , , , 

Aigremore. (1768) JL brydge and were nyghe vnto aygremore, where as 
ballawt was, they entred in to the towne in ^good 
ordynaunce, and wyth countenaunce of fyersnes and of 32 
noblesse. And they sawe in the stretes, fawcons and 
* f j, back. ' Oriff, gruerae. ' f j, back, col. 2, 
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other byrdes of proye vpon the perches, grete oxen andl 
buefs slayn & flayn, fayre hangyng*, and grete swyn 
strangled? ; and? they recou??,tred? a sarasyn whome they 
4 demaunded where thadmyral was. An(J he shewed? hym a saraoen nhown 
to them, where he satte vnder a tree in the shadowe. and Baian. (1772) 
thenne they alyghtecJ, ancJ due Nayines saycJ: "my fayre 
lordes, I shal here the letter and? shal speke fyrst, ancB ye Naymes a&ja he 

will deliver tite 

o after. EouUand was there, and present hym, and woldf message, cme) 
by force haue spoken fyrst. & due Naymes sayd to hym 
" Say not one wortJ, for ye be al fro your self, wythoute 
hauyng^ attemperauwce. but god? do not to vs grete grace, 

12 ye shal make vs alle to deye or the day be passed?." 

And herupon they entrecJ and? presented? them al tofore They present 
the admyral wythoute ony reuerence. And due Naymes the Emir, 
of bauyere spake fyrst in thys manere : " The maker of 

16 alle the world, to whom onely ou^t to be gyuen creaunce 
entyere and honoure, saue and kepe the noble kyng 
charlemayn, puy8sau7^t, stronge & wyse emperour, rol- 
lawd & olyuer, & al the other pyeres of fraunce, and Naymes begins 

20 confounde, fro the toppe of the hede vnto the plantes cirs^ngsfian^d 
of the feet, the Admyral ^here present, as moche as "™®°' 
tofore yesterday hys subgettes were euyl pourueyed be- 
yonde y bridge of mantryble. we fonde fyftene glotons 

24 on the felde, which wold haue taken from ys our horses 
and do to vs vylonnye, but, god of heuen be thanked, 
they bought it gretely and dere." IF Whan the Admy- 
ral vnderstoode this langage, vnnethe he myght kepe Baian is enraged. 

28 hymself fro enragyng*. And there tofore hym came 
the kyng* that escaped, of whome I haue spoken tofore, 
and sayd to thadmyral in thys manere : " Eyght dere The saracen king, 

J 1 T J 1 rrn -1 » which had 

syr, thynke to aduenge you. These been the seuen esc».ped, 
32 glotons of whyche I tolde to you, whyche haue slayn French knight* ^ 
your kyng'es, and haue doon to you suche vylonnye.'* 
The admyral Ballant ansuerd : " late them be for thys 
tyme : " and sythe after sayd to Naymes the due 2, that 

' f ij. « m. dnc 
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Naymes delivers 
the message, 
demanding the 
sacred relics, 
(1808) 



and the release of 
the prisoners. 
(1810) 



Balan in a rage 



bids him stand 
aside, (1826) 



swearing that he 
will have him pat 
to death. 



Richard of Nor- 
mandy delivers 
the message (1846) 
to the same effect. 



Balan recognizes 
and curses him, 
(1860) 



and bids him 
stand aside with 
Naymes. 



be sfiold? fynysshe hys message. And the due ansuerd 
that he so do wolcB gladly, ancJ say(J in thys manere : 
**The gvete noble kyng^ of Fraunce comniaundeth the 
that thou rendre to hym the crowne, with whyche the 4 
blessycJ Ihesu Cryste was crownecJ wyth, antJ the other 
relyques for whome he hath taken grete trauaylle and? 
payne; & also his knyghtes whom thou boldest in 
pryson folysshly. and? yf thou do not as I haue to the 8 
deuysecl, Charles shal make the ^to be hangecJ by the 
necke on a gybet and strangled vylaynously." Thad- 
myral ballant, replenysshedf of an entencyon moche 
oultrageous, sayd to Naymes the due: "Thou hast 12 
gretely defouled me by oultrage, and I haue wyllyngly 
herde the. Goo forth and sytte doun by yonde pyler, 
& these other shal speken whom I haue not yet herde. 
Mahommet my god, to whome I haue gyuen myself, 16 
gyue me an euyl deth yf euer I ete or drynk tyl I see 
thy hede flee fro thy sholdres." The due Naymes 
ansuerd : " yf it playse god my maker, & his blessyd 
moder, fou shalt haue made a lesyng." After hym 20 
spake Eychard due of Normandye, & said : " vnder- 
stonde me, syr admyral! Charles the kyng, with his 
berde florysshed, comandeth the by me, y* thou do the 
baptyse for tamende thy ryght euyl lyf, & that thou 24 
sende to hym the relyques that thou hast in thy puys- 
saunce, & also that thou rendre to hym hys knyghtes, 
whyche thou boldest wythout reson for prysoners. & yf 
thou do not as thou hast herde, charles shal do hange 28 
the by the necke on a gybet & strangle f®, & shal neuer 
haue mercy on the." Thadmyral ballant supposed to 
haue knowen hym, & sayd thus : " mahommet, in whom 
I byleue, curse the ! thou resembles t wel Eychard of 32 
normandye, whych slewe my ^vncle corsuble. Now 
wold Mahoun the god that he were here ! he shold 
neuer ete mete tyl he were dede. Goo and sytte doun 

» f ij, col. 2. * f ij, back. 
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by thy felowe, vnto I haue herde thy felowes." Aftyr" ' 

thys thenne came basyn the genewey, & stode tofore After wm Basyn 

repeats the raes- 

ballant ancf saycf : " Ballant admyral, the noble charles, sage, (iso*) 
4 aboue al humayn creatures redoubtecJ, commaimdeth 
the to rendre to hym the relyques whyche haue been 
requyrecJ of the, or ellys he shal do hange and strangle 
the as a theef proued."" whan he had say (J thus, he went 
8 and satte wyth the other. And after came thyerry, due and after him 

Terry of Ardane, 

of Ardayne, & dyssymylecf his chyere & countenaunce (1874) 
of manere. whan thadmyral sawe that he had? the re- 
garde so hydous, he was moche abasshecJ, ancJ supposed at whose appear- 

ance Balau is 

12 that he had ben a deuyl. And? after, thyerry saya: frightened, (isss) 
** herkene to me, admyral, & reteyne wel my wordes. 
Charles, the noble emperour redoubted, commaundeth 
the that thou sende to hym the relyques which thou 

16 barest awaye fro Eome, & also sende vnto hym hys 
barons whyche thou hast in thy power, or ellys be thou 
sure that he shal do dysmembre the, & doo hange the 
vylaynsly by the necke." Thadmyral answerd ; " vas- 

20 sal, I praye the to telle to me, and hyde it not, what He asks Terry to 
man is charlemayn, and of what force & strengthe ^is tohim. (1892) 
he, of the whiche I haue herde moche preysed & 
vaunted 1 " Thewne the due Thyerry ansuerd ; " I telle 

24 to the, admyral, & lete the wete, that Charles is noble & Terry. teUs him 

that Charles is 

hardy, curtoys and of good lyf. And be thou sure, that nowe and brave, 
yf he were present here wyth hys excersyte, moche sone 
he shold gyue the a buffet vpon thy vysage. And on 

28 that other syde, he setteth nomore by the thaw of an and cares no more 
olde houwde dede, or of a roten apple." Incontynent a dead dog or a 
tho ballant the admyrall bygan to lawhe for felonuye, <fe ' ^ "^^ ®* 
after sayd to Thyerry : IT " My frende, by thy fayth Baian laughs 

32 that thou owest to thy god, say to me now the trouth. 
yf I were now in thy wylle and subgectyon, as thou 
arte in myn, by thy fayth what woldest thou do wyth 
me ] " " by my fayth," sayd Thyerry, " I shal not lye. 

' f ij, back, col. 2. 
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I sholcJ doo hange the by the nec"ke, aii(J strangle the 
vylaynsly on a gybet or it were yet nyght." IT " Vas- 
sal," sayd? the Admyrall, " thou hast sayd? grete folye. 
For by Mahommet my goc¥, in lyke wyse shal I doo of 4 
the, as thou hast sayd? of thy self. Goo thou and sytte 
and caiiB the fifth by thy felawes." IT Thenne after hyra came the good 

messenger. 

Ogyer the danoys tofore hym, and sayd : " Admyral 

ogier presents of Spaygue, vndeistonde what Charles, the moost noble 8 

Uvers the mes- of humayu cieatuies and moost ry che ^ wythoute com- 

*^^* paiyson, demaundeth of the. Eendre and yelde to hym 

the relyques whyche thou hast borne awaye, or ellys he 

shal do dysmembre the, and doo the deye shamefully." 12 

Thadmyral, beynge al wroth, made hym to sytte wyth 

and after him the other. After hym, rolland the courageous came to- 

fleroeiy. (1806) fore Ballant thadmyral, wythoute doyng* to hym ony 

reuerence, and sayd to hym : " Thou sarasyn, vnhappy 1 6 
& cursed, take hede to my wordes ! Charles, the noble 
kyng* and Eraperour redoubted, sendeth to the by me, 
that thou byleue in god Ihesu cryst, the maker of al the 
world, & in the glory ous vyrgyn marie his moder ; am? 20 
do the to be baptysed, and thynke to rendre the relyques 
whiche thou occupyest and atteynest ayenst hys wylle. 
And also see that hys barons be rendred and delyuerd 
hole and in good poynte. For yf thou do otherwyse 24 
than I haue sayd to the, Charles the valyaunte shal 
make the to be hanged as a theef." Thadmyral sayd 
to hym : " thou hast rebuked and blamed me proudly, 
Baian swears he but I swere to the by Mahoun, my god, & by Terma- 28 
nor drink Mil* gaimte, that I shal not ete tyl thou be hanged & 
Round is hanged, gtrangled." Thenne Roulland answerd : " for trouthe, 
sarasyn, yf thou abyde to that houre, thou boldest faste 
Roland mocks at oucr lougo. Thou shalt not do so, 2 For I doubte the 32 

not the valure of an olde dede hounde & drowned." 
Guy of Burgundy ^ Quy of bourgoyu Came after hym tofore ballant 
thadmyral, and sayd to hym in thys manere : " Charles 
* f iij. * f iij, col. 2. 
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commauiideth the that thou make to hym obeysaunce, and repeats the 
ancJ that thou restore the relyques ancJ hys barons ; an($ 
thenne shalte thou do as a wyse man : ancJ yf thou wylt 
4. byleue me, I wyl wel counceyl the. Byleue in god? Ihesu 
Cryste, whyche is almyghty, wythoute endeandfwythoute 
begynnynge. An(J yf thou byleuest my counceyl, thou 
mayst be in his grace. And lo ! what thou shalt do : take advising Baian to 

go humbly to 

8 of thy robe, thy hosen, & thy shoon of thy body, and goo charies 
in thy sherte, and? here on thy body a sadel of an hors, 
and reste not tyl thou come before the face of Charles, 
and? humbly presente thy self to hym, & crye for mercy to and beg for 

voBTcy. (1940) 

12 go(J thy maker almyghty, for thyn errours an(J oultrages. 
IT And? crye hym mercy in the honour of gO(^ almyghty ; 
an(J yf thou doo not thus as I haue saycJ, he shal make the 
be hangecJ, brente, or drowned, and? shamefully ^ to dye." 

16 ^ The Ad my rail was more determyned? an(J araged? Baian is greatly 
than he hacJ been tofore, ancJ sent anone for Brullant de ' 

Mommyere, Sortybrant de Conymbres, and for the 
other that were of hys * counceyl, and deraaunded theyr andhoidsacoancu 

to consider what 

20 aduys and counceyl vpon these thynges aforesayd. is to be done with 

the messengers. 

Anone sortybrant sayd to hym : " Syr admyral, I (i956) 
counceylle you that anone they be dysmembred and sortibrant advises 

their immediate 

slayn, and after ye may goo and ryde with your strengthe execuUon, (i96i) 
24 oueral, and come to mormyonde where charies is 

pensyf : yf ye may take hym, ye shal put hym to deth. 

II After ye shal descende in to fraunce, & doo you be 

crowned there as kyng<." " by mahoun," sayd ballant, 
28 "ye haue wel sayd. Now be it doon after your deuyse : to ^h^ch Baian 

agrees. 

goo in to the pryson, & brynge wyth you the other theyr 
felowes, for to do after the enterpryse." And thus as I 
haue sayd, Thadmyral was of entencyon to make of the 
32 frensshe men aforesayd, after that is tofore deuysed. 

% How by the moyen of florypes al the 
frensshe men were saued', and' lodged' to- 

* Orig. shameflluy. ' f iij, back. 



112 FLORIPAS ASKS TO HAVE THE KNIGHTS GIVEN INTO HER CHARGE. 



Floripas api>ear8 
and asks her 
father who the 
French knights 
are. ^1977) 



Balan tells her, 



and asks her ad- 
vice what he is to 
do with them. 
(1986) 

"Cut off their 
heads, and bum 
them," says 
Floripas. 



Balan assents, 
and proposes to 
do so at once, 

but Floripas says 
it is dinuer-time, 



and asks for them 
to be given into 
her charge. (2000) 



Sortibrnnt warns 
Balan that women 
are not to be 
trusted. (2018) 



gydre, and' the relyques shewed', and other 
thynges: capitulo ix 

Floripes the curtoys, after that she hacJ wel secretly 
herde al the debate toforesayd?, she came out of hyr 4 
chambre, an(J salewed? hir fader, & demaunded 
of hym : " What been these knyghtes sette there 
a^parte 1 " Thadmyral ansuerd? : " my dough ter, they 
be borne in frauwce : the whyche haue saycJ to me 8 
wordes of grete Importaunce ful of reproches, an(J haue 
blamed me ancJ offended gretely, more than I can telle 
you or say. What couwceyl gyue ye to me that I ought 
to do wyth theml " The doughter say (J : " I shal say 12 
to you, my fader, that ye wythoute longe taryeng do 
smyte of theyr heedes, for they haue wel deseruecJ it. 
And? do smyte of theyr hondes, & brenne them in a fyre 
without your cyte." " my doughter," say (J the admyral, 16 
" ye haue ryght wel say (J : ryght soo shal it be doon. 
Goo ye in to the pryson, ancJ brynge to me the other." 
"good? fader," ansuercJ the doughter, "it is tyme to dyne, 
ancJ yf ye wyl b^gynne to do lusty ce, ye may not ete 20 
tyl mydday be passed." This doughter sought none 
other thyng but occasyon by fayr wordes, accordyng* to 
the wylle of hyr fader thadmyral, for to brynge al the 
frensshe men to-gyder wyth them that were prysonners. 24 
H And after saycJ to hyr fader : " gyue to me these 
Frensshe men ! I shal make theym wel to be kepte ; 
and? after your dyner ye shall do lustyce wyth lasse 
tedyacyon, and? thenne your people shal be assembled " 28 
IT To the whyche the Admyral consentecJ, And? was 
contente thyt hys doughter ^shold? haue them in kepyng*. 
Alwaye sortybrawt, which knewe the mutabylyte of 
wymmen & thynconstaunce, sayd to Ballant : " Syr 32 
Admyral, it is noo thynge couenable that vpon thys 
fayte ye ought to truste in a woman, by cause of theyr 

» f iij, back, col. 2. » f iiy. 



II. ii. 9.] PLORIP AS CONDUCTS THE MESSENGERS TO HER CHAMBER. 113 

mutabylyte, & ye haue oft herd say ensaumples. and? 
also ye knowe the trouthe how many haue ben deceyued 
by wymmeii." Moche angry & euyl content was floripes 

4 of the wordes of Sorty brant An(J sayd? : " horson Tray- FionpaH in a rage 
tour, desloyal, pariure(J, yf I thought not it shold? tome brant. (»qi6) 
me to ouermoche blame, I shold gyue to the suche a 
buffet on thy vysage, that 'the blode shold auale doun 

8 habundauntly." AhcJ after these wordes thadmyral was 
euyl contente of thys debate. AncJ therupon she took she oondncts the 

''J ^ French knights to 

the frensshe men & ladde them in to hyr chambre wyth- her chamber. 

•^ *" (2024) 

oute ony lenger taryeng. AncJ goyng* by the waye Syr 
12 naymes the due sayd? : "A go(J of heuen, kyug of 
eternal glorye, who is he that euer sawe a more fayrer 
lady in hys lyf ] Moche wel shol(J he be Inspyred? with Naymes is struck 

•'''•' ^"^ with the beauty 

the grace of god that shal haue hyr in hys courage in of pioripas. 

1 6 loue." RoUand was euyl contente and? saycJ to Naymes ; 
" What hondre(J thousand? of deuyls hath maad? you to 
speke now of loue ? It is not now tyme to speke of 
suche thynge." ^ Due Naymes say(J thus: "Syr Rol- 

20 land?, dysplese you not. For I was ones amerous." the 
dou3ter say(J to them that they were not assemblecJ to 
plede that one ageynst that other, and also sone as they 
were wythin the chambre, the doughter made to shette 

24 faste the yates, & anone roUandimette wyth Olyuer, an(J 

enterbracecJ eche other & kyssed wyth franke and? Roland and ouver 

embrace each 

tender herte in wepyng^ moche tenderly, and? alle the other. (208O) 
other semblably ; & RoUand sayd? : " Alas, Olyuer, my 

28 faythful felowe, how is it with you sythe I last sawe 
you % " " Ryght wel," answerd? Olyuer. and eche de- 
maunded of other of theyr feates, of the contreyes, and? 
of theyr lordes & tydynges. Now ye may thynke that 

32 they were gladde eche of other that they were al 
togyder in good poynte by the moyen of Florypes 
the fayr lady, whyche dyd? grete socours to crysten- 
dom, whan by hyr, hyr wysedom and? dyscrescyon the 

' f iiij, col. 2. 
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114 PLORIPAS EXQUTRES THE NAMES OF THE KNIGHTS. [ll. ii. 9. 

captayns of the crysten fayth, as moche as toucheth 
the excersyte of bataylle to destroye the myscreauntes 
and paynyms, ben founden alle togyder in surete, 
•whyche fyrst were comen in to the hondes of theyr 4 
enemyes mortall. 
And here we can % But it is gTote scyence foF to cschewe the wylle 

B«e how j^reat is 

the power of 61 a woman, whan by effecte she putteth hyr entente 

woman wlien she - , i-ii t ii -i -n-iio 

■eta her heart on * to a thynge, that her hert dyrectly draweth, ancp taketh o 

ft fchinff 

no regarde to the ende of her entente but onely that 
she may achyeue hyr enterpryse and determynacyon. 
riorypes retched^ of noo thynge but that she my3t haue 
tydynges certeyn of guy of bourgoyne, to whome she 12 
had gyuen hyr hert, and was contente to be crystened 
for the loue of hym. Thys fayr Florypes, whan she 
pioripas ukB of sawe these barons to-gydre, she sayd to them ; " lordes, 

the French __, 11 n 1 . injii/* 

knights their I wyl that ye alle of one accorde promyse to me the fayth 1 o 

her in her desiTbs, of loyalte that. ye shal ayde and helpeme of that I shal 
demaunde you, & toward me ye shal truly here and 

to which they eudeuoyie you." "Eyght gladly;" ansuerd? due Naymes, 

" and also ye shal assure vs that we shal be here in 20 
surete withoute ony doubte of ony man lyuyng*." she 
was contente, & they were contente, and promysed 
ifydelyte that one to the other, whan this was doon, 
the doughter came to due naymes for to knowe what 24 

She asks Naymea he was, and demaulided of hym hys name, the due 

his name : (2049) i, » -kx 

he tells her. (2051) sayd to hyr: "Madame, I am called Naymes of bauyere, 
Man and counceyllour to Charles the Emperour re- 
doubted." " Alas ! " sayd the doubter, " your kyng* is 28 
sory for you." After she came to Rychard and de- 
Then she asks mauuded of hym how he was named, he ansuerd to hyr : 
(2056)' ""*™®' "dame, 2 1 am Eychard of Normandye." the doughter 

sayd to hym : " Mahomet curse the ' thou puttest to 32 
deth on a tyme corsuble myn vncle. But for the loue 
of these other thou shalt be in no daunger." Florypes 
and after Ro- came after to rolland, and prayed that he wold telle hys 

land's. 

' f iiij, back. « t iiij, back, col. 2. 
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-name. " I am named rolland," sayd he, "sone to due Roland teiis her. 
My lion, & am neuewe to cliarles, sone of hys syster." 
Anone the doughter cryecJ hym mercy & kneled doun 
4 to hys feet, and? Rolland? toke hyr swetely vp. IT After, 
the doughter sayd? : "ye knowe what ye haue promysed? 
to B^ie. I shal say to you myn entencyon. It is trouthe Fioripas teiis the 

p . knights how she 

that I loue a knyght of iraunce aboue al them of the has long loved 
8 worl(J, whyche is named guye of bourgoyne, of whom I (^i) "'**"' ^* 
wold? gladly haue tydynges." rolland sayd? : " I swere to 
you by my hede that he is here in your syght, & .that 
there is not bytwene you tweyne the space of foure foot 
12 of mesure." "Seynours," sayd? she, "I praye you that I 
may knowe hym, an(J that he be gyuein to me, for of hym 
is alle my playsyr." Rolland? ansuertJ and sayd : " syr Roland eaiis on 

n-n ijij^T 11 Guy to come for- 

guy of Bourgoyne, come ye hyther to thys mayde and ward and accept 
16 receyue hyr Joyously." Guy of bourgoyn ansuercJ : ^«'***^^»f® 
" ffod? forbede that euer I shold take wyf, but yf she (2095), but Guy 

° " "■ refuses. (2096) 

were gyuen to me by Charles themperour." H Whan 
Florypes ^vnderstode hym, anone she chaunged? colour, 
20 and sware [by] mahorwmet hyr gocJ that yf he gaynsayed Fioripas swears 

that if he does not 

it she shold? make them alle to be hangecJ by the necke she wiu have 

i./->i i-ijT »-ii them all hanged. 

on a gybette. Rolland? enhorted? Guye that he snold? (2102) 

do hyr wylle, and vpon that he aduaunced? hym, & hath Guy gives way. 

24 graunted. Thenne florypes say (J : " the sone of go(J of 
crystyante be preysed? and? honourecf. For I haue tofore 
myn eyen the moost grettest playsyr that euer myn 
hert desyred?. For his loue I shal byleue in Ihesu Cryst, 

28 & shal do me be baptysecJ : " & after, she approched? to 
'hym for to treate a lytel the desyre of hir hert, and 
she durst not kysse hym on the mouthe, but on hys Fioripas kisses 

^ mi him, (2112) 

chekes & chynne, by cause sne was a paynym. Thenne 

32 florypes Joyously ancJ by grete loue came vnto a cheste 

and? opened? it tofore the barons, ancJ spredde a fayr 

cioth of sylke. And? after she dysclosec? and^ shewecJ the and after pro- 
duces the Mtcred 
relyques of whyche J haue spoken tofore, emongo relics, (21M) 

• f V. 
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116 PLOR[PAS EXHIBITS THE SACRED RELIC3 TO THE KNIGHTS, [ll. iL 10. 

the crown aiid whome was the glory ous crowne wytli whiche Ihesu 

the nails, i, • i • i 

cryste was crownecJ with in the tyme of hys passyon, 
andf the holy naylles whyche perced? hys holy handes 
and feet : and after say (J to Eollandf : " Loo ! here is the 4 
tresour that ye haue so moche desyredf." Whan the 
frensshe men sawe thus tofore them the relyques, For 
which the French loye they alle wepte ^ moche tenderly, an(J one after the 

knights devoutly 

ki8«. (2182) other wente & kyssed? them, knelyng moche humbly ; 8 

& after, they were layedl in to the cheste where as they 
had ben tofore. 

% How Lucafer neuewe of the admyral vyo- 
lently entred' in to the chambre, & after 12 
was slayn of due Naymes in blowyng of 
the cool : capitulo x 

AUant thadmyral beyng moche wroth & syttyng* 




Lucifer enquires li^^ the table, A paynym fyers & proude, a specyal 16 
teue that Fiera. -LFfrende of thadmyral, named lucafer of bandas, 
(2M7/ * P™**"®'* gayd? to thadmyral affect uously : IT " Syr admyral, is it 
trouthe that I haue herde say, that Fyerabras, your sone 
and my ryght dere brother, is taken and? vaynquysshed, 20 
whiche was the beste knyght that euer was a-lyue 1 " 
Baian says it Is. Thadmyral Said to hym : " by my fayth I shal not 
hyde it fro you. A frensshe man hath conquered hym 
— whome Mahoun confounde !" BruUant of Mommy ere 24 
made grete deffence, an(J the kyng* of Sulye. They bare 
but that he has them soo wcl that they brought to vs fyue of the 

twelve French 

knights prisoners, gloutons of fraunce, knyghtcs of Charles, whyche ben in 

Fioripas. (2165) prysou. and sythe ryght now we haue other seuen whiche 28 

ben comen as messagers ^fro the sayd charles, which 

haue vytuperecJ and blametJ vs gretelye in reproohyng* 

our lawe & despysyng* my goddes. Florypes my 

Lucifer says he is doughter hath conduyte(J them in to pryson." " Syf," 32 

wrong to trust « ,/ i , f ^ -rrr 11 i» 

them to a woman, say(J lucafer, " ye do grete folye. Wymmen al day for 

(2166) 

1 f V, col. 2. ' f V, back. 



II. ii. 10.] LUCIFER BURSTS OPEN THE DOOR OF FLORIPAS* CHAMBER. 117 

lytel thynge ben chaungecJ and tomed fro theyr tliou3t. 
neuertheles for the more surete, yf it play se you, an($ by and that he wiu 

iT*.i 1 Till go see if they are 

your comaundement, I snal goo to them, and? shal knowe safe. (2168) 



»^ 



4 what they be, and? of what condycion." " Goo forth,* 
said thadmyral, " ye say rygfit wel, and make my 
doughter to retome wyth you." herupon lucafer, moche 
proude an(J replenysshed wyth grete fyersnes, cam in to He goes to Fiori- 

8 the chambre where the dou3ter was ancJ the frensshe and bursts open 

,1,1 T , M^ 1 1 A the door with liis 

men, wythoute demaundyug to opene the dore but foot.(2i80) 
lyfte vp his ryght fote, and smote it so strongely 
wyth hys foot that the barres & lockes flewe vnto- 
12 the grounde. Whan Florypes saw that she was al 

abasshecJ, AncJ anone sayd? to RollancJ : " Syr noble FioHpas caiis on 

Roland to avenge 

knyght, I am ryght euyl contente of the vyolence that this insult, (sise) 
is thus done to me. this is he that shold be my husbond 

16 ageyn my wylle. I requyre you in as moche as ye. 
wyl do me playsyr that ye wyl auenge thys dyshonour, 
For I complayne me wythoute makyug^ ouermoche euyl 
semblaunte." to whome Holland an^swercJ : " doubte Roland promises 

20 ye no thyng, madame. For, or he departe hens, he shal 
knowe that he hath euyll doon; And? I promyse you 
that he bought neuer locke so dere ne of the prys as he 
shal for the brekyng^ herof." Hereupon Lucafer entred? Lucifer enters, 

(2197) 

24 in to the chambre, and behelde the frensshe men al 
armed? wythout ony doubte that he had to them. An(J 
came fyrst to due Naymes whych was dyscouered ancJ 
bare hede, & wythoute other delyberacyon took hym by and first seizing 

28 the berde, an(J drewe hym to hym so boystously that beard, (2«o4) 
almoost he had? ouerthrowen hym, & after sayd? to hym : 
" of whens art thou, veyllarcJ ? hyde it not fro me." demands iiis 
The duke iTaymes ansuerd : " paynym, I am of bauyere, which Naymes 

32 and that is my contree, and am specyal counceyllour of * " ""* 
Charlemayne, And? al these barons that ben here been al 
erles and? grete lordes, ancB ben comeu for to shewe to 
ballant the admyral a message fro the sayd charles, 

^ f V, back, col. 2. 



118 LUCIFER SHOWS NAYME8 HOW TO PLAY " AT THE COAL." [ll. ii. 10. 

redoubted Einperour; & by cause that we haue not 

spoken to liys entencion he hath made vs prysonners. 

«nd asks him to Keuerthelcs take your hande from my berde, ye haue 

let him go. (2214) '^ J f J 

holde me longe ynough ; And be ye sure that I say not 4 
al that I thynke." II The paynym ansuerd : " I am 
Lucifer asks him contente thy folye be pardonned the ; but I demaunde 

to describe the 

French and their of the by thy loyalte, what maner folke ben they of 
^fraunce, and of what enterpryse, and what playes vse 8 
they whan they been in your royame 1 " " In trouthe," 
eayd the due, " Whan the kyng hath dyned, who that 

Naymea says Wyl may goo playe where hym lyste. Somme ryde 

oute on horsback, & somme goo in to the feldes and 12 

some play cheu synge, other make good chere at tables, at the chesse, & 

or tables, (2284) ,, , . ji • xi. 

other playsaunte games, and in the mome euery man 
gooth gladly & hereth masse at the houre whan it is 
sayd, and been wel chary table to gyue almesse to J)* 16 
poure peple largely and customably. Also whan they 
and that they are goo to bataylle they been f yers and hardy, and been not 

all brave and hard .., , /mii 

to conquer. lygntly vauquysshed. Suche been the peple in the 

contreye of crystente." lucafer began to lawhe and 20 
sayd : " by my god Mahoun, vylayne & olde dotard 

Lucifer aaks him that thow arte, thow spekost folysshly. It is no 

if he. knows the 

garaeofthe"grete thyuge SO of your feat, ne frensshe men be of no 

valure but yf they can bio we at the grete cole." " In 24 
Naymessays, trouth," Said the duc, "I herde neuer therof." the 

•«No." 

Paynym ansuerd : *' I shal teche you the manere," and 
he approched to the duc nyghe by a grete fyre, 
and in goyng« Holland made sygne to the duc that he 28 
Lucifer takes a shold bero hym wcl. Auoue lucafer toke the grettest 

coal and shows 

him how to blow broude that was on the fyre. And blewe so sharply that 
the fyre flewe alle aboute habundantly, and after ^said 
to duc naymes that he must also bio we. The Duc took 32 
the bronde, and knewe wel the riianere that the paynym 
wold hurt hym, and approched to hym, and blewe the 
bronde so puyssauntly that it f yl al on a flame and came 
' f vj. « f vj, col. 2. 



Ih ii. 10.] NATMES BURNS LUCIFSB's BEARD, AND AFTER KILLS HIM. 119 

to the vysage of the Paynym, in suche wye that it brente Naymes blows 

one so as to bam 

al hys berde. "Whan the paynym sawe that, he was Lucifer's beard, 

(2243) 

almoost out of his wytte for angre. The Due Naymes 
4 wyth that smote hym wyth the bronde in the necke and then kius him 

with the b^tnd* 

that he brake the bone, and so raught hym wyth so (2248) 
grete myght that his eyen flewe oute of hys heed to the 
grounde, and sayd? to hym : " Fals creature that thou 
8 arte, Whoine I byseche god? confouT^de, thou wend est to 
haue made, ine to muse in thy folyes. Now lye there 
wyth sorowe." Eolland said to hym: "bymyfayth, Roland praises wb 

tf ./ ^ w ' play. (2253) 

syr due, ye can wel playe and? blowe atte cole, blessydf 

12 be that arme thatgaf that stroke ! " IT " Lordes," sayd 

duo Kaymes, " yf I haue maadf hym to vnderstonde hys 

folye ye ought not to blame me. ye haue seen how he 

truffed wyth me." Florypes the curtoys came ner vnto 

16 due Naymes, And? sayd : " Certes, syr, ye be worthy to Fioripas thanks 

be honoured. I see wel that Lucafer hath no more 

charge to playe wyth you at the cole ; he is now at his 

ease ; I see wel that he remeueth not. And I wot^ 

20 now ^that he neuer shal haue grete desyre to espouse 

me. For by force he wold haue had me and my fader 

had gyuen me to hym, but neuer wold I haue suf&ed it, and declares she 

would never have 

but rather haue myn hede smy ton of, or suffred vylayn- married Lucifer. 
24 ous deth." 

% How, by the counceyl of floripes, the frensshe 

men dyslodged' thadmyral fro his paleys 

wyth grete bataylle, and' how by enchaunte- 

28 ment a gyrdle was taken awaye fro the 

doujter: ca. xj 

Florypes was wyse, and had consyderacyon that 
Lucafer, whyche was dede, was wel byloued wyth 
32 thadmyred, and sayd to the frensshe men: "lordes, Fioripaa reminds 

them that Lucifer 

knowe ye for trouthe that my fader loueth more thys 

' f vj, back. 



120 THE FRENCH ATTACK AND DRIVE THE SARACENS OUT OF THE CASTLE. 



was Balan's 
greatest friend, 
and would sorely 
be mistted. 



and advises them 
to arm them- 
selves, (2270) 



and suddenly 
attack the Sara- 
cens. (2275) 



Tliey arm, and 
start out two and 
two at night £eiU. 
(2280) 



Roland in front, 



first slays Cor- 
BUble, (2289) 
and Oliver Cold- 
roe. (2291) 



The Saracens fly. 

(2209) 

Some jnmp out of 

the windows. 

(2300) 



man than ony man lyuyng'. he abydeth for hym to 
come to dyner, & wyl not be at ease tyl he shal be 
retomed?. and? yf by aduenture he knowe what is doon 
ye shal be here encombred and assaylledf, an($ al the 4 
golde of the world? shal not redeme you but that ye shal 
be dede. Wherfore I couTiceyl you that ye doo arme 
you and put you in poynte. take ly3tly your helmes and 
your sheldes, For people that been armed? be moche re- 8 
doubted? of other vnarmed?. therfore I wyl not that ye 
' be closed ne shette herin, Whan ye come in the paleys 
where thadmyral is, See that ye here you and behaue 
you soo that ye be maysters aud lordes of the place, 12 
and thenne shal ye be wel lodged." Whan the dough- 
ter had thus sayd, they were ryght wel contente, & 
prestly armed them, and gyrde their swerdes aboute 
them. And two & two yssued oute of the chambre, and 16 
goon corageously as lyons, boystously as wulues himgry, 
in suche wyse as they that wold abyde them ought sore 
to doubte and haue grete fere. And they went oute 
at the tyme that the sonne wente vnder, & bytwene 20 
nyght and day. And the f ormest of them in the waye 
was rolland, and the other folowed hym ry3t fyersly for 
to fyght. Eoulland cryed to hys felowes that eche 
man shold do hys parte, & slee al the paynyms and sara- 24 
eyns that they fonde in the paleys, whyche faylled not. 
Roulland smote corsuble mortally ; Olyuer put to deth 
the Kynge Coldroe. Ther was not one but that they 
alle bare them weL The scupper whyche was wel 28 
appoynted anone was torned vp so doun & caste to the 
grounde; cuppes of golde and of syluer flewe and 
sowned in the place ; Sarasyns goon to therthe elayn and 
dysmembred : Other lepe out of the ^ wyndowes, whyche 32 
after were founden dede : Other were all to-hewen, 
sholdres & legges smyton of. Thadmyral, all araged, put 
hym self to flyght oute of a wyndowe and lepe doun in 



* f vj, back, coL 2. 
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to the depe dyche. RoUand went, after whyche had Baian escapes by 

o 1 a window. (2311) 

hym gretely at the hert, & supposetJ to haue amy ten hym, 
And? atteyned the marble stone of the wyndowe in suche 
4 wyse that his swerde entred a foot depe. " Brother," 
saydf Olyuer, " the admyral is escaped fro you." ** Cer- 
teyn," ansuerd Rolland,^ " thereof am I euyl contente." 
Neuertheles they dyd so grete portement and bare them The French are 

iio o ^ ^ r> ^a^ters of tlie 

8 so wel that they were lordes & maysters of the chyei casue, (E82i; 
toure of the castel & palays. And after 3hetted fast 
the yates and were alle sure wythoute daunger. Sauf 
they myght haue noo mete. This passed a ly tel whyle bat have no food. 
12 the Admyral was in the dyches al affrayed, and yf there 
had not be somme for to haue drawen hym oute he had 
neuer departed ; and began to crye to his men that they Baian, who h»<i 

1 jT»iiJi» *»'•«" '"to a ditch, 

shold come to hym to drawe hym oute. Brullant of caiu for help. 
16 mommyere and sorty brant of conymbres drewe hym 

out. And after that sayd Sorty brant : " Syr Admyral, sortibrant and 

others rescue him. 

byleue me another tyme : Alwaye atte tayl of an olde (2885) 
dogge kepe you." Thadmyrall answerd : " I praye you 
20 soorne me nomore, I shal ^wel aduenge*me or two He swears venge- 

ance. 

monethes be passed. Doo sowne to assaulte for tassaylle 
the toure." Sortybrant sayd : "it is reson that your 
wylle be doon ; but the ny3t is ouer nyghe ; by myn 

24 aduys it is better to abyde tyl to morowe, And thenne sortibrant advisei 
your excersyte shal be assembled for to werke more daylight. (2S52) 
surely." thadmyral was contente, and sayd by grete dys- 
playsauwce : " Ha, fayr Lucafer ! neuer shal I see you Baian lamenu 

28 more, I haue loste alle my ioye. ye frensshe men, (2S55) 
accursed be ye ! ye haue taken hym awaye fro me, but 
by Mahoun my god, to whome I haue gyuen my lyf, to 
mome shal the syege be layed tofore the toure. And I 

32 shal neuer departe for none euyl wether that shal come, 

"Ne for thynge that may be, tyl the toure be taken and 

the walles layed on the erthe. And I shal make the "■ 

frensshe men to be drawen at the taylles of my horses ; 

* f vij, col. 2. 
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He is Rare the 
French knights 
cannot hold out, 
OS they have no 
proviitions, (2365) 



nor can Charles 
send them any 
help. (2367) 



In the morning 
the Saracens 
assemble, (2369) 



they cover four 
square miles. 



Bulan engages 
Marvin, " a moclie 
fald theef," to 
steal the mngic 
girdle. (2387) 



Mar\'iu agrees. 
(2397) 



And? after I ahal make florypes the putayn to be brente 
in a fyre openly, and I am wel sure that they shal yelde 
them, For they be not yytaylledl scars for foure dayes. 
And of that other parte I knowe wel they may hane no 4 
socoitTs of no ma^j whatsomeuer he be. For we holde 
the stronge brydge of mantryble, <& they may haue noo 
socours but y f it come oner that brydge ; & of that other 
parte, charles shal ^haue noo tydynges of his barons ne 8 
shal not knowe whether they be dede or a-lyue, or in 
lyberte or in subiectyon." <& here vpon they concluded 
and! went to their lodgys tyl on the mome. And! on the 
mome erly, thadmyral sente for al hys subgettes & 12 
concluded to laye the syege, and sware to holde it 
seuen yere longe but yf he had of them his wylle. 
Thenne come there so many paynyms in the contreye 
aboute that theyr lodgyses helde foure myle of space. 16 
ye may thynke in what daunger the frensshe men were, 
whyche were but twelue persones onely, and had none 
other conduyte ne comforte but to be wythin assyeged 
in grete peryll of famyne. Neuertheles alwaye where 20 
as the sarasyns dyd gretely theyr deuoyr for to entre, 
yet they coude no thyng gryeue them). Thadmyral called 
one marpyn, a moche fak theef emonge alle humayn 
creatures, & sayd to hym : " Marpyn, by the berde that 24 
I here on my chynne yf thou mayst do soo moche as for 
to stele awaye the gyrdle that Florypes bereth, I i^al 
rewarde and gyue to the largely of my golde & syluer, 
& thou shalt be my grete frende. For yf I may haue 28 
it, I am sure that the frensshe men shal sone be dede 
for hungre, and thenne may they nomore greue me." 
H That gyrdle was of suche vertu that ^as longe as it 
shold haue dured wythin the toure, they wythin shold 32 
neuer haue be famyned. "Syr,** sayd the theef, "abyde 
tyl it be nyght, & I swere to you that to morne, 
or the Sonne aryse, I shal shewe to you the gyrdle, & 

* f vij, back. ' f vij, back, col. 2. 
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sHal delyuer it to you." & herupon, whan it was nyght* AtnightiiecrouKes 

^ "^ •^ , ni ' the moat, (4408) 

he entred seeretlye in to the dyches, whyche were ful of 
water, and? passed? oner, and after whan he was at thtf 
4. fote of the toure, moche subtylly with his engynes he dimba into the 

_ , « * . X XT tower, (2406> 

mounted? vp m to the wyndowes, & entretf in to toe 

toure, and took a candeL & after cam to the chambre of »nd comes to 

Floripas* charn- 

Florypes, & fonde it f aste sfiette. But with fals & dya- ber. (Sios) 
8 bolyke wordes he opened? it ; an(J whan he was wythin, 
he sawe that al f® barows were fast a-slepe, and? he made He sends the 

_ _ - French knights to 

so enchauntements that for no thynge they mygnt sleep by enchant- 
awake. ancJ thenne he came to Florypes, and? serched so "*° * 
12 pryuely that he took the gyrdle, & after gyrde hjm self 
wy th-al. an(J after thys he behelde the doughter al nakecJ, 
whiche was moche fayre ; & was enclynetJ anone to hane 
defoulecP hyr, & began to take hyr aboute the necke, He attempts to 

ravisli Flqripas, 

1 6 whyche sodey nly awoke, & began to crye moche strongely, (%i2S) 
and? called hyr maydens & the barons. Wherfore the help. (24si) 
maydens came anone al abasshe(J & aferde. & whan they 
saw marpyn the theef as blacke ^as a moore, the moost 

20 hardyest of them began to flee. Anon as Guye of Bour- Gay hears her 

• cries (3441) 

goyn herde the voys of florypes, he came to hyr wyth 

hys nake(J swerde in his honde, and escryecJ to hyr that nmstohercham- 

she shold? not be aferde of ony thynge. AncJ he came 

24 so wel to poynte, that yf he had not come, the theef had 
defowled? florypes. but as sone as the theef herde hym, 
he sprange oute of the bedde wyth grete haste, and 
Guye of bourgoyne recountred? hym, and gaf hym so and cuts down 

28 grete a stroke that he clefte hym by the myddel, and sword. (2448) 
cutte a two the gyrdel, and? the candel quenched?. The 
other barons came after, and whan they sawe the werke, 
& the theef dede, they threw the body in to the see He throws his 

32 wyth the gyrdle. And whan it was knowen that he had 

stolen the gyrdle, and was loste wyth hym in the see, and the girdle ta 
there was moche sorowe for the losse of soo noble a 
lewel. And Florypes" wopte ryght sore, sayeng* that 

* f viij. 
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the losse of the gyrJle raay neuer be recouuercJ. 
Neuertheles the barons wyth fayre wordes comforted? 
hyr, in suche manere that they alle were contente. 

^ How the barons were assyeged' in the toure 4 
wyth Florypes and hyr maydens, which 
suflFred grete hungre, and' how the god-^des 
by them were confounded^ : capitulo xij 

Baian is surprised mm Than the day was comen, and thadmyral sawe not 8 

at Marvin's not WW 

returning. (2482) f f Maipyn thenchauntour retome, he was moche 
abasshe^, and? demaundetJ bruUant, Sortybrant, and? hys 
other lordes, counceyl what he shold? doo, consydered? 
that Marpyn was not retomed?. Sortybrant say^: "Syr 12 

sortibrant says lie admyral, knowe ye for certayn that the theef is deed?, 

is surely dead, i •• . ,. it 

(2484) • sythe he 18 not retomed? an($ comen ; but I counceyl you 

and advises Baian that ye doo soune your trompettes for tasserable your 

to order the 

aswiuit to bejdn- subgcttes, for tassaylle the toure ancJ confounde the 16 



(2485) 



crysten men." And? wyth slynges and? other engynes 
they doo caste stones & dartes enuenymed?, but — ^blessyd 



The French de- be go(J ! — the freusshc men doubted them no thynge 

fend tliemselves 

weu, (2492) After they had contynuetJ the syege a whyle, brede and 20 

but their pro- wyn began to faylle to the barons and? maydens, in 

visions begin to -i-ii-hi mi 

mi. (2496) suche wyse that they had? noo thynge to ete. Thenne 

the sorowe of the maydens, whyche were so fayre & 
ful of compassyon, was ouer grete, and were al desolate. 24 

Hunger begins to And? emougc the other, the noble florypes was moche 

be felt, especially 

by the women. dysplaysaunte for the necessy te of the frensshe men, of 

(2497) 

hyr self, and of hyr damoyselles. often tymes she 
swownecJ & fyl to grounde ^as dede : Guy of bourgoyne, 28 
hyr spouse that shold? be, took hyr vp moche swetely, 
ancJ recomforted? hyr to hys power, & sayd to hys 
Guy of Burgundy felawcs : '^ My brothem & lordes, ye see the necessy te 

proposes to his 

feUowa that we suffre ; it is now thre dayes passed syth we had 32 

ony brede. And yet it greueth me more for these 

» f viij, col. 2. 2 f viij, back. 
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damoyselles than for my self, Andl I say you for trouthe 
that I may no leiiger endure but yf we do otherwyse. 
AncJ be ye sure, that I hacJ leuer to put my body in 

4 auenture to be hurt and wounded? mortally, than I shold 
abyde here wythin enclosed wyth thys melancolye. 
Wherfor, I say, late vs goo oute for to gete somme to make a sortie 
vytaylle ; for better is to vs to deye wyth honour than to 

8 lyue with shame." Al the frenssh men were of thop- 
pynyon of guy. There vpon Florypes sayd? : " My 
lordes, I wote now wel that your god? is of ly tel power, FioHpag says that 

,, A-h-r if they would be- 

wnan he gyueth to you none ayde ne comforte ; And? I lieve on Mahomet 
12 say you wel, that yf ye had? adoured? our goddes, they foS enough/^* 
hacJ pourueye(J for you mete ancJ drynke." Tofore that 
she hacJ fynyssheiJ hyr wordes, EoullancJ ansuerd and 
sayd? : "Madame, I praye you that ye shfewe to vs Roland asks to »e« 

.^ ^ ^ '^ J ^ her gods. (2531) 

16 your goddes that ye speke of. And? yf they haue the 
power that ye say, that they may gyue to vs mete and? 
drynke, & that they dosoomoche that the ^puyssaunce 
of fraunce come hyther for to socoure vs, we shal al 

20 byleue on them wythout varyeng^." The mayde sayd? : 

" Anone ye shal see them," & Incontynent after that she Fioripas leads 

them to the 

had taken the kayes, she ladde the barons vnder the shrine, (2535) 
erthe, ancJ shewed? to them the goddes of the sarasyns, 

24 whiche were in a place moche noble, precyous, and? ryche. 

And there were in grete mageste, Appolyn, Mahoun, where were 
and Termagaunt, the god? Margot, and lupyn, and many Mahomet, Tenna- 
other, whyche were alle massy of fyn golde of Arabye, jupiter,*(K«9) 

28 enorned wyth many le welly s, Odoraunt of bame and 

encence ; and many other tresours were there assembled, and great trea- 
sure. 
Guy of bourgoyne sayd, whan he sawe soo grete 

tresour : " A ! lord god, who wold haue wende that 

32 in thys place had be so grete rychesse assembled 1 

Wold god that Rychard of normandye had now luppyn any wishes they 

° "^ "^ ^^"^ had all that gold. 

in hys cyte of Roan, For he shold wel accomplysshe (2M7) 
wyth it the chyrche of the holy Trynyte. And that 

* f viij, back, col. 2. 
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kyng Charles had thother goddes, he ^old repayre ageyn 
y chyrche of rome whyche is destroyedf. And with 
the remenaunte he sholdl make men ryche, and! to sette. 
them in good? poynte." Florypes ansuerdf and? sayd ; 4 
Fiorip«8 rebukM " Syr Guyc, ye speke vylaynsly ayenst the goddes ; crye 
and says they them moicy & adouro them), ^to thende that they 

ought to worship 

hergod«. enclyno them to you to doo you comforte." guy sayd? 

Gujr Bays thpy are vnto hyr : " I Can not praye to them, Madame, for I 8 

all asleep. (2564) 

see theyr eyen al a-slepe, and? ye shal see that they may 
He smashes not hopo no seo." aucJ therwyth he smote lupyn, And? 

Jupiter, and r\ i i i /i -l -l 

Older smashes Ogyor dauoys smoto margot, that they newe to the erthe, 

and? were anone alle to-hroken. Wherfore RouUand? 12 
sayd to the doughter : *^ In trouthe, madame, I see that 
ye haue goddes that he not worth. Of them that heen 
fallen to therthe I see not one of them remeue, ne make 
semhlaunte to releue hym." Fro thenne forthon Florypes IC 
had al theyr goddes in despyte, and hyleued in Ihesu 

Fioripas Is con- Crysto, sayoug* thus : " I see, syr Eoulland, that ye say 

verted, and begins , i i n -r i t it-i 

to pray. (2576) the veray trouthe ; but yf euer I byleue on them, I wyl 

that my body come to an euyl ende. and with good 20 
herte I requyre that god that was borne of a vyrgyn, 
of whome ye haue enformed me, that he sende to you 
fiocours of fraunce, and that we fynde manor to gete 
vytalle for to satysfye our hungre." 24 

% How the peres of Fraunce went out of the 

toure, and dyd a grete bataylle, in which 

they recouerd' twenty sommyers charged' 

of vytaylle : capitulo xiij 28 

She faintR with 2 ^m m T Han Florypes had sayd, she fyl doun to the 

hunger. (2584) 1 * / _^, . p , 

ertn a-swoune for sorowe & anguysshe. 

Wherfor guy of bourgoyn wept moche sorou- 
fully for the loue of hyr. H[e]reupon Olyuer the 32 
courageous came tofore them and sayd : ** My lordes, 

* gj. ' gj, ool. 2. 
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1 you assute, by the god? tliat sufl&'eiJ detli for creatures Oliver propoe* a 

sortie. (26»8) 

humayn, I hacJ leuer that my body were quartred? and? ^' V 
smyton in pyeces than I shold? suffre this pryson, but 

4 that I sholcJ fyght quyckely wyth the paynyms ; " & 
semblably sayd? ToUanCt. Wb erf ore, wythout other to which aii agree, 
delyberacion, they sette theyr sheldes in goo(J poynte, 
and mounted on horsback, and aualed the brydge, & They saiiy out. 

8 wyth a stedfast courage made them redy. & whan they 
were alle afore the toure of marble, Holland? sayd to the 
other : " Syr Naymes, or ye, syr Ogyer, it byhoueth Roland wishes 

Naymes or (^ier 

•that one of you^ abyde for to fcepe the place, that at the to remain behind 

12 retomyng^ we may entre surely." IT The Duke Naymes (aw)" '^ ^ ' 
coude take noo pacyence, but that he answeriJ thus : 
** Syr Roulland, thynke not that I be so vnhappy of Naymes reftises, 
^persone ne of lygnage that euer I shold? be reproched?, 

16 and? that euer I shold? be your portyer. I wyl not doo 

*80 in noo wyse : though I be olde, yet can I torne myn and snys, though 
Jhors. For I am harde of ^synewes, and? haue myn herte <^n stm fight.* 
wel assured, and? wyl be hardy ynough for to smyte 

20 vpon myn enemyes whaw tyme ahal requyre, ne doubte 
ye no thynge therof." Holland ansuerd : " syr, ye say 
wel, ye shal come wyth vs. Thyerry or geffroy, that 
one of you two shal abyde/' but it was not their playsyr 

24 to abyde enclosed?. Neuertheles, at the request of Hol- 
land, thyerry abode with geffroy, whyche shetted? the Thierry and 

Geoffrey agree to. 

yates surely after thjlt the other barons were wythoute, remain, (aesi) 
whyche, eche with his shelde tofore hym and swerde in 
28 hys hande, wente mustryng them tofore the castel. 

Thadmyral lokyng out at a wyndowe, knewe the f rensshe Baian sees them 

/.111. -hoix coming, (2688) 

men, Wherfor hastely he sente for brullant and? Sorty- 
brant to come to hym wyth other, to whome he sayd? : 
32 " my barons and subgettes, the f rensshe men ben comen, and wds sorti- 
and me semeth they wyl fyght. yf they be not al slayn, his men toresut 
i shal be euyl contente. Wherfore do sowne your ®"*' 
homes for tassemble your peple ; ye tary ouer longe." 
* eriff. yon. ^ g j? back. 



12S THE FRENCH CAPTURE TWENTY HORSES LADEN WITH PROVISIONS. 



The Saracens 
attack them. 



but in a little 
while more than 
100 are killed. 
(2656) 



Clacion, Balan's 
nephew, comes 
up with 15,000 
men. (2664) 



Roland cheers on 
his companions. 
(2670) 



AD the Saracens 
are aflraid of him. 
C2679) 



After the battle 
the French 
knights meet 20 
pack-horses, laden 
with provisions 
for Balao. (2692) 



They kill the 
escort (2708) 



And? assone as they had? so do6n, a grete multytude of 
sarasyns were there assembled?, & came anc¥ assayllecJ 
the frensshe men. But rolland, that helde durandal in 
hys honde, with his felowes came vpon the mastyn 4' 
sarasyns by suche a furour, that in a lytel whyle moo 
than an hondreiJ were slayn. ^For vnhappy was he 
that came to socoure the sarasyns. Thenne came 
Clacyon, whyche was neuowe to the admyral, with xv 8 
thousancJ fyghtyng* men. — And know ye for certayn, 
that in that tyme in spayn was noo sarasyn more 
doubted? than he. — Whan the barons sawe hym come, 
Rolland escry ed? gherarcJ, Ogyer & Guy : " O noble 1 2 
knyghtes ! in thonour of god, eche of you do so his 
deuoyr that at thys tyme, wyth vyctorye, we may 
obtayne vytaylle for the maydens in the toure." That 
sayd?, EollancJ smote his hors wyth hys spores, and wyth 16 
durandal smote a fyers Paynym namecJ Rampyn soo 
myghtely, that he clefte hede an(J body at a stroke ; 
wherof they fat were there present were abasshed. & 
thenne the sarasyns doubted so strongly rollancJ, that 20 
there was not a man durst put hym self tofore hym, but 
yf he thought to deye. Gherard of mondydyer sayd : 
"My brethern & lordes, Who wyl here-after haue 
playsyr & be honoured, it is tyme that he she we hym, 24 
for often by one vnhappy man a valyaunt man is in 
dau?zger." Wherfor with that word al these barons 
were moche more feruewt thaw they had be, to thende 
that euery man shewed hym self suche as he ou3t to 28 
be. & after that y batayll was fynysshecJ for that day, 
as god wold, the barons fonde by ^the tour aforesayd a 
grete auenture. For they sawe passe by the castel xx 
sommyers laden wyth vytayl, that is to say, brede, wyn, 32 
venyson, & other vytaylles ynow, and a paynym con- 
duyted them of margote vnto the sarasyns : but Incon- 
tynent the ledars of the sarasyns and of theyr vytayl 
* g j, back, col. 2. ' g ij. 
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were slayn anone of the barons, & the due ITaymes & 
Wyllyam the scot conduytedl & ledde them forth. 
And? Rolland? and! the other came & auoyded? the place, and drive them 
4 in suche wyse that they were dryuen m to the tour ; but gates. (2704) 
this thyng was not doon without daunger and? grete 
payne. 

% How guy of bourgoyn was taken of the 

8 sarasyns, beten vylaynously, and' de- 

maunded' of thadmyral, and the com- 

playntes that Florypes made for hym, & 

other maters : capitulo xiiij 

12 A S I haue sayd tofore, the barons of fraunce, thus as 
x\.they wente in theyr repayre, ancJ ladde the som- 
myers afore say (J, there came so grete habundaunce of The saraceng 
men of armes of the party e of kyng* Clary on, that it was the French. (2706) 

16 merueylle. There was thenne an harde and? stronge 

recountre, in so moche that due basyn was slayn, & Basyn and Aubrey 
Aulbery hys ^sone. For whan he sawe his fader deye, 
Incontynewt he fyl vpon hym, and there he was slayn 

20 and abode, and yet thys was not the moost harm, For 
the noble guy of bourgoyn, after that he was menace(J of 
kyng< Claryon, he auauwcecJ hym for to smyte hym. that 
came hym so euyl to passe, that hys hors was 8\a,ja 

24 vnder hym of the paynyms, & sodeynly he was en- and Guy taken 
uyronned of moo thaw an hondred knyghtes sarasyns, 
whyche took hym, & took of hys helme fro hys hede, & 
after bouwde hys eyen, so that he saw nothyng, and and led away 

28 ledde hym forth, hys handes bouwden behynde hym at 
his backe. and whan guy sawe hym thus deteyned?, he 
began to crye wyth an hye voys : IF " O Ihesus, veray He prays and 
god, whych hast made & formed me ! whyther goo I now, (2749) 

32 that am euyl fortuned 1 Ihesus, comforte me ! 
noble Charlemayn, ryght noble emperour, and myn 

* g ij, col. 2. 
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130 PLORIPAS THREATENS TO SURRENDER TOE TOWER TO BALAN. [iT. li. 14. 

vncle, thou sfialt Deuer see me ! " The tyng* claryon 
Clarion mocks 6Ay(J to hym : " Fayr frende, no thynge shal auayle 

Guy. (276S) 

the, thy cryeng ne thy hrayeng*. I shal delyuer 
the al lyuyng* to the admyral of spayn thys day, An<J 4 
to-morne thou shalt be hanged?." But now ye may 
wel thynke how the other peres of Fraunce, hys 
felowes, were euyl contente whan they sawe the Erie 
The French are 80 Guye soo prysonnei. IF Neuertheles ^they dyd grete 8 

liiird preiised that . « , , . 

they iiave to take f eates of armes or they were constrayned to entre m to 

cattle. (2776) the toup, & assone as they were descended, & the yates 
barred, eueryche went to dyner : and thewne florip^s 
cam anon to rolland, & said? to hym : " syr rolland, 112 

Fioripas enquires requyre you that ye say to me where is syr guye of 
bourgoyne my husbond become. I wote wel, whan ye 
departed hens, that he went wyth you emonge thother. 
Ye ought to brynge hym to me ageyn. I shal neuer be 1 6 
loyous at the hert tyl I knowe where he is." Kolland? 

Roland tells her ausuercJ : " ha, Florypcs, curtoys lady ! in hym trust ye 

(2788) no more, for certes ye haue lost hym. ye shal neuer see 

hym ; the paynyms haue ledde hym maulgre vs, & we 20 
knowe not what they wyl do wyth hym." florypes heer 

Fioripas swoons, yng these wordes, for sorowe & anguysshe fyl to the erth 
alle a-swoune more than iiij tymes as dede ; but rolland, 
whych wepte for hyr, oft releued hyr : & whan she was 24 
rysen, she began to crye with an hye voys : "0 barons 

and after declares of frauucc, by that go(J that maad heuen & erthe, yf I 

filiG will BiirrGndd'* 

theca8tieifGuy haue not guy of bourgoyn, to whome I ought to be 
before two^ days, marycd?, I shal yelde thys toure or the nexte day be 28 
passed. holy vyrgyn marye ! I shold be espoused to 
hym, and for loue of hym be baptysed and be cfysten. 
Alas ! our loues haue sone faylled. This sorowe hath 
made me ^wel to forge te the hungre that I haue had 32 
these iij dayes. Alas ! I am vnhappy." Rolland 
myght not see the melancolye of thys Florypes, but 
promysed hyr to make hyr glad wythin ij daves, for 
' g ij, back. ' g ij, back, col. 2. 
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II. ii. 14.] GUY IS LED BEFORE BALAN AND EXAMINED BY HIM. 131 

thenwe atte ferthest sSe sfioU see syr guye at hyr Roland promises 

lid will rcsciio 

playsyr, and that sRe sfiold no tliyng* doubts therof ; him, (2804) 
"for knowe ye surely," say (J roUand?, "I had leuer to 

4 be quarterd? than he sliold? not come ageyn, & he sfial 
be rendred to you, or his deth shal be sore auengecf. &, 
madame, ye knowe wel that your sorow & wepyng may 
not brynge hym ageyn, & ye wote wel that it is thre 

8 dayes passecJ syth we ete. we haue purchaced? vytayl for and advises her to 

take some of the 

vs & these damoyselles, of whome ye see the py te, late food which they 
vs take pacyence of the lytel quantyte, & be we contente 
to entreliene the lyf : " for ye ou3t to knowe that they 

12 myght not recouure the sommyers with vytaylle, by 

cause of the trouble of guy of bourgoyne, whyche was 

deteyned prysoner. After that Eollandl hadi said? thys, 

the barons and? the damoyselles thanked god of al, and 

^^^-4.6 fedde them suff'ysauntlye, in praysyng* and lawdyng* 

' god deuoutelye. 

/ Now late vs speke a lytel of Guye of bourgoyn, Meanwhile Guy 

whiche was ledde tofore the admyral. moche troubled, BaUn, (282o) 

20 dyscolourd, & chaunged of vysage was the sayd Guye 
^by cause he had not eten in thre dayes tofore, & for y 
daunger that he felte hym to be in the handes of his 
enemyes. & there tofore the admyral he wad al des^ 

24 poyled of his armes ; & thenne appyered his body wel 

membred, & ballant demaunded what was his name & who demands his 

iTi. name. (2826) 

who he was. the baron ansuerd : " Admyral, I fere not 

to say the trouthe ; I am called guy of bourgoyn, sub- Ony teiis him. 

28 gette to the crowne of fraunce, & cosyn germayn to 
rolland the valyaunt, which is the man that ought wel 
to be doubted." ballant ansuerd: '^I knowe the wel Baian recofmizes 
ynough. it is more than yij monethes goon that my ter'siove, 

32 doubter hath had the in grete loue, which dyspleseth me 
gretely : & I know wel that she loueth the more than 
ony man ly uyng ; & I for that loue haue lost many men and the cause of 

f i> • J i j» A 1 T A *'* '"8 trouble. 

of grete facion, & am put out of my tour, the cliyef cam) 

I • ■ • 
' g "J. 
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132 GUY KILLS A SARACEN WHO HAD STRUCK HIM IN THE FACE, [ll.ii. 14. 



Balan demands 
the naimes of the 
kniKhts in the 
CMtle. (2838) 



Guy recounts 
tlieir names. 



A Saracen gives 
him a blow on the 
mouth. (2850) 



Guy seizes him 
with one hand, 
and with the other 
breaks his neck. 
(2856) 



The Saracens fall 
on him and beat 
him nearly to 
death. (2860) 



strengthe of al my contreye. "but yf al be yolden to me 
ageyn shortly, fou shalt be quarterd in sfeort tyme, & 
dysmembred. & more-ouer I demau?ide fat thou say to 
me the trouthe, who been they that ben enclosed in the 4 
tour, of whom we haue ben assaylled with so daunger- 
ously." Guy ansuerd : *' gladly I ehal say to the. Be 
thou wel sure that rolland? the valyaunte is there, 
Olyuer, his felowe, ryght courageous, Thyerry, due of 8 
Ardayne, Rychard of Normandye, Gherard? ^of Mun- 
dydyer, Xaymes due of bauyere, & basyn the genewey, 
whom ye haue slayn ; but, by the grace of god & helpe 
of Charles, his deth shal be to you dere solde." Thad- 12. 
myral was ry^t euyl contente of the menaces of Guye ; 
Wherfore a moche fyers sarasyn took hys fyste and 
smote guye on the vysage in suche wyse that the blood? 
yssueiJ oute of hys nose & mouth habujidantly. wyth 16 
that stroke, guy was sette a-fyre for angre an(J furour, 
and! lefte not for to be forthwith quartred, & he was not 
holden, but that he toke that same sarasyn by the heyre 
wyth one of hys handes, andl wyth that other hande he 20 
smote hym vpon the grete bone of J)® necke behynde, 
that he brake it, An<Jj Wythoute moeuyng of hande or 
foot, he fyl doun deed? to the grounde tof ore the admyraL 
IF Ballant was soo euyl contente wyth that stroke, that 24 
he was al enrage(J for the deth of the paynym, as for 
the mysprysyng^ that guy had? doon in hys presence to- 
fore his eyen, and cryed with a loude voys that he shold 
be take?}. & assone as he had say($ the worde, the sara- 28 
syns as wulues enraged?, whyche wyth theyr feet and? 
handes al to-bete hym, in suche wyse that he knewe not 
where he was. And had? slayne fiym yf the admyral had 
not commaundeiJ theym that *he shold? not be put to 32. 
deth in suche manere. 



* g iij, col. 2. 



g iij, back. 



II, ii. 16] A GALLOWS IS PREPARED FOR GUY, AND AN AMBUSH SET. 133 

% How the paynyms had' purposed' to haue 

hanged' Giiye of bourgoyne, seeyng' the 

crysten men, whyche socoured' hym 

4 myjtely: capitulo xv 

Fter that guye of bourgoyn was wel bounden and 



A 



stray tly, Thadmyral sente to come to hym bruUant Baian caiin a 
of mommyere, Sortybrant of conymbres, and for many 
8 other of his couwceyl, and sayd to them : " my frendes, 
I praye you that ye gyue to me counceyl what I ought 
to do wyth thys prysonner, whyche dothe me so grete 
reproche & despysyng^, as ye see and knowe." "Syr/* sortibrant adviae* 

12 sayd Sortybrant, "I shal gyue to you good counceyl. hanged,'o^4)"^ 
yf ye wyl byleue me, ye shal doo reyse vp a galowe tree 
Hyghe to the dyches of the toure, in whych been the in front of the 
prysoDners of fraunce, & to-mome ye shal do hange this 

16 prysoner ; & see that ye haue in a secrete place, nyghe and to set an 
vnto y said galowes, v thousand turkes, wel armed & in French if they 
good poynte : and I am sure that the frey[/i]sshe men be reMue him. (2380) 
so hardy and oute of mesure, that, whan they shal see 

20 their felowe for to be hanged, they shal come oute for 
to socoure hym ; & your peple that shal be hydde in 
^the busshement shal come out on them & take them. 
Thenne shad ye haue them al surely, for to do wyth, your 

24 playsyr." this counceyl was approued by thadmyrad to This advice is 
be good, & was therwyth wel content ; wherfore, wyth- 
oute takyng^ of ony other delyberacyon, the galowes 
were made as afore is sayd. & ryght nyghe to the place 

28 was a lytel wode, & lete put therin secretly xx M 20,000 saraoen* 

are placed in 

f yghtyng men, & comanded them to be gouemed by the ambush, (2892) 

kyng claryon & other capy tayns. & after, thadmyral made 

guy of bourgoyne to be ledde with xxx sarasy ns vnto and ouy i« led 

bound to the 

32 the galowes, whyche cessed not to bete and smyte on gaiiows. (2905) 
hym with grete staues, whyche greued hym sore: & 
they bonde his handes behynde hys backe mocho 

' g iij, back, col. 2. 



134 THE FRENCH KNIGHTS SEK THE GALLOWS PREPARED. [IL H. 16. 



He calls on his 
companions for 
help. (2911) 



Roland, from a 
window, sees the 
gallows, (2918) 

and tells the 
others. (2917) 



Naymes fraessea 
the object of the 
gaUows. (2922) 



Floripas implores 
Roland to rescue 
Guy, (2928) 



for she can never 
survive him. 



stray tly. & whan he felte a grete corde aboute liis necke, 
and hys eyen bounden, & sawe no thynge whyther he 
went, Thys thynkyng^, wyth an hye voys he began to 
crye : " redemptour of the world?, my maker and my 4 
g0(J, for whos name I am in payne, and! goo to deye an 
euyl deth, the meryte of thy passyon take my sonle in 
to thy kepyng', for the body taketh hys ende ! And? lyke 
as I haue nede of thy helpe, So I beseche and reqnyre 8 
the to counceyll aniJ com forte me. IF O noble barons 
of fraunce, ye shal neuer see me : yf ^ye suffre me to 
be hanged, it shal be to you grete shame. RouUand?, 
fayr cosyn, remembre me ! or ellys shal ye neuer see m^ 1 2 
on lyue." he thus sayeng*, and other pyetous wordes, 
Rolland? was in a wyndowe, and behelde ouer a lytel 
roche, and? sawe the galowes reysecJ. Wherfore he came 
to hys felawes and? sayd : "I meruaylle moche what 16 
thys meneth, that I haue seen the galowes sette vpon the 
dyches. I wote neuer to what purpoos it is doon." 
Whan the other had seen it, Due Naymes sayd to them, 
that withoute faute they were made fo^: to hange on 20 
guye of bourgoyne. & forthwith they saw hym comyng 
al despoylecJ, and? was ledde toward the galowes ; & they 
knewe wel that yf he were not socoured? and rescued, 
that he shold be hanged? & put to deth. "Whan the 24 
fayr florypes herde thew plede, she came to them for to 
wete what it was ; and after whan she sawe the galowes 
reysed, and guy, hir loue and tocomyng husbond, so 
shamefully ledde, ye may thynke in what estate she 28 
was reduced ; and began to crye : " noble knyghtes, 
shal ye sufifre guy of bourgoyn your felawe to be hanged 
tofore your eyen 1 Truste ye none other, that yf he deye, 
by the same god that fourmed me I shal lepe out of the 32 
wyndowe, & shal deye in despe^racyon." and after she 
came to rolland, & kneled doun on both hyr knees, and 
kyssed hys feet humbly, in sayeng* : " Syr Rolland, in 



g "iJ. 



g iiij, col. 2. 



II. iL 15.] THEY ARM AND PUEPAKE TO RESCUE GUT. 135 

thonour of gocJ I requyre the that it may playse the to 
take the payne for to rescowe & socoure my loue guye, 

an($ ellys I am a loste woman. Thynke for to arme she arges them 

4 you, and I sfial goo and make xedy your horses, for the (2M9) 
tyme is ouer short ; so that by the playsyr of god ye 

shal be therein tyme." Thenne EoUand & his felowes The French arm 

themselves 

armed them moche hastely, and gyrde theyr swerdes hastily, mount, 
8 and sheldes, and wente oute of the toure, and on hors 8tert!'(^) 
backe sprange oute. And or they rode ony ferther, 
rolland sayd : " lordes, at thys houre lyeth our deth & 
our lyf in suche wyse, that yf we haue not good con- 
12 duyte & ^ loyal, we shsl neuer retorne. "We ne ben but 
X, & the paynems ben Innumerable Ss of grete force. In 
thonour of god I praye you, that alwaye we holde vs to- Roland warns his 

oompanions to 

gvder, & that eche take hede of other as moche as he may, keep together, 

in (2944) 

1 D For y f we be deuyded, we shal sone be taken and hanged. 
And on that other parte, yf one of vs falle to the grounde, 
that prestly he be reysed. And not to leue hym for lyf 
ne deth. And that none faylle other. And I shal be he «"* to be ready, 

each to help the 

20 that shal brynge you to-gyder by thayde of god ; for I other. («»4«) 
swere ^to you by my lyf, that as long as I may holde 
durandal, and may kepe the lyf in my body, ye shal 
haue of me a good deffendour and waraunt.*' and in 

24 lyke wyse sayd al the other. Florypes answerd : " my 

lordes, ye may tarye ouer longe ; " & she went in to hyr Fiorfpas brings 
chambre, and opened a coffre, in whiche was the orowne crown, (»60) 
of Ihesu Cryste, and moche reuerently they kyssed it which the knight* 

28 & sette it on theyr heedes. Wherfor with a good 

courage they yssued out, noo thynge dredyng* the puys- «»* then pass out 

of the gates. (2966) 

saunce of the paynyms. & after, Florypes and hyr 
damoysellys lyft vp the brydge, & shette fast the toure. 
32 IF The noble peres of fraunce, fayr and in good orden- 
aunce, wente toward the gsdowes alonge the medowes, 
& the paynyms were vnder the galowes, and were besy 
to brynge vp guy of bourgoyn, which had hys eyen 
' orif. beyal. ' g iiij, badt. 



136 ROLAND KILLS CORNYFER AND RELEASES GUY. [ll. iL 15. 

Guy is on the bounden, & hys handes aL-'O, and? a grete corde aboute 

point of being 

hanged, (2972) hys necke. and whan Eolland sawe that, he hasted? hys 
hors, & the other after, & began to crye to the paynyms 
sayeng* : " ha ! trayters, mastyns ! It shal not be as ye 4 
thynk : ye haue begonne suche a thynge wherof ye shal 

bat Roland puts repente." Of thys bruyt which was made so Impetu- 

the Saracens to 

flight, (2»76) ously, the moost hardy of xxx that helde guye began 
and kills 20 of to flee ; and? they were so hastely poursyewed? that xx 8 

them. 

of them ^ were slayn. here vpon they that were in the 
The ambush wode camen out, makyng a grete bruyt : and al afore 

breaks out. (2989) * J & © . "^ ^ 

came Cornyfer, a meruayllous paynym, vpon a morel of 
grete facyon. And? began to crye: "ha! ye frensshe 12 
men dysraesured ! come ye for to socoure hym that is 
lugecJ by thadmyral to be hanged 1 ye haue enterprysed? 
a grete folye ; For al ye shal be hanged? wyth hym." 
Whan roUand? herde the paynym so say, he was moche 16 
Roland charges augrv, & helde durandal in hys hande, & came ageynst 

Comjfer, (2996) ° *'* '' ' ° "^ 

hym as a wulf enraged. Neuertheles the paynym 
smote on his shelde daungerously ; but after that he 
and slays himi was recoured?, he atteyned? and? smote the paynym so 20 

(8008) / ^ r ^ ^ 

puyssantly that he clefte hys heed? doun to the body, 
and then rides to and? after that he was dede, rolland? came rennyng* vnto 

the gallows, (8010) , « , 

unbinds Guy, the galowos, and vnblynfelde & vnbonde syr guye of 

bourgoyne, and bad hym holde hym by hym tyl he was 24 
armed. & after that EouUand had slayn another paynym, 
Guye, beyng^ in thassuraunce of thother peres of frauwce, 

who takes the he armed hym Incontynent with tharmes of that paynym 

arms and horse of -^T 

a Saracen. (8082) by the helpe of hys f elo wes, & mounted vpon the Paynyms 28 
hors. but thys was not doon wythoute grete payne and 
meruayllous deffence that they made, for anone al the 

The French are sarasyns that Were in the wode came vpon the ba^rons of 

bard pressed. 

fraunce, and dyd grete Inconuenyents. IsTeuertheles, by 32 
thayde of god, the barons were of so good gouemement 
& of so entyer courage, of so meruayllous defifence and 
puyssaunce, that at that tyme they put soo many sarasyns 
^ g iiy, back, col. 2. * g v. 



n. ii. 16.] GUY PERFORMS PRODIGIES OP VALOUR. 137 

to deth, that the place was al encombred, and al were 
empesshecJ to goo further. Emonge whome guye of Guy performs 

marvelloas feats. 

bourgoyne dycJ meruaylles : for after that he was 
4 armed? by the conseruacyon of hys felowes, he dyd? 
gretely hys deuoyr, & sayd to the sarasyns : " O ye 
traytres mastyns, I shal shewe you in thys loumey 
that I am escaped? fro your handes." & by thus fyght- The Saracens be- 

. , _ gi" to give way. 

8 yng* they made the sarasyns to withdrawe a grete (804i) 
bowe draught. They thus fyghtyng*, on that other 
syde were moo tharj ten thousand? sarasyns redy to 
empesshe them the passage, that they my3t not wyth- . 
12 drawe them. Wherfore RollancJ, holdyng durandal in 
hys honde, seeyng that, called? al hys felowes and sayd? 
to them : " lordes, it is noo tyme now to wy thdrawe vs, Roland caiis on 

_ _ « his companions to 

but of necessyte we must auance vs for our owne con- make an effort to 
16 seruacyon : yf we may gete the brydge, doubte we no (som) * ^^' 
thyng*, & thenne may we wel saue vs." ** Roullan^,'* 
Sayd? Guye of bourgoyne, " Ye knowe wel that in the but Guy reminds 

him that they 

toure we haue noo thynge to ete, & yf we were -^wythin, havenopro- 

,/, 1-i-ri 1 11 visions, (8055; 

20 how shold? we lyue 1 yet had I leuer to haue my body 

daungerously wounded in fyghtyng* vpon the sarasyns, and says it is 

better to die 

than to deye for hungre were wyth in, & wythoute fighting than be 

_ "i*... 1,1 n t- 1. ,1 1 ' Ml 1 Starved. (8058) 

daunger. and yf it be the wylle of goa that in thys day 
24 we sholcJ deye, al be it at hys playsyr, and we shal take 

it a worth, as good and? trewe knyghtes of god?." Al the au the others 

vow agree. (8061) 

other barons were of hys oppynyon, & goon forth in grete 
purpoos for to here them valyauntly. They beyng* in 
28 thys purpoos to here them valyauntly, as sayd is^ 
Florypes was in a wyndowe of the toure, and sawe Guye 
of bourgoyne hyr loue, wherof she was moche loyous, 
and? cryed to hym wyth an bye voys, that hit wold FioHpas from a 

window cheers oq 

32 plese hym to come to hyr, sayeng, that yf she lyued, for Guy. (soso) 
the prowesse of the barons that hyr fader thadmyrad 
shold ones be in hys daunger. Wherfor Ogyer the 
danoys sayd : '* Lordes, haue ye not herde how nobly 

' ^ V, col. 2. 



138 FLORIPAS REMINDS THE KNIGHTS THAT THEY HAVE NO PROVISIONS. 



scatter the Sara- 
cens as sparrows 
before the hawk. 
(3101) 



Ouy slays Bam*- 
pire. 



Roland praises 
hb valour. (8109) 



sfie speketfi. She is wel worthy that we doo for hyr, 

AnJf knowe ye that I shal not be at ease yf we thus 

The French make retome." Theime, wythoute more langage, the frensshe 

a chaise, and . 

men ronnen vpon the sarasyns hastely, of whome » 
RouUand was alwaye formest, andf made soo grete bruyt 
and descomfyture of paynyms, that they eschewecJ & 
made them to flee tofore liim as ^the byrde tofore the 
sperhawke. Guye of bourgoyn came with a grete cours 8 
ageynst a paynym moche fyers, named! Rampyer, and 
attaynedl hym so harde on the somette of the heed', that 
he clefte hym to the myddel of hys body. Wherforo 
whan RouUandl sawe hys grete valyaunce, he said to 12 
hym : " Guy, fayr cosyn, I haue wel seen how ye hauo 
menace($ the paynym. Ye haue so doon that Florypes 
the fayr lady ought to loue you and! holde you ryjt dere." 

% How the peres of Fraunce aforesayd' were 16 
pourueyed' of vytaylles, and' after assyeged' 
and' foughten by the paynyms : ca. xvj 

WHan Florypes the curtoys, beyng» wyth hyr 
damoyselles in the toure, sawe the barons of 20 
Fraunce to be assured* tofore the castel, she cryed to hem 
pioripas reminds hyely : " ye lordes, I praye you to remembre to gete 
they have DO food, somme Yytaylles or ye come entre herein, to thende that 

we deye not for famyne. Olyuer vnderstode wel the 24 
damoysel, andf also roulland, whyche say() that s&e had 
wel spoken, an<J in tyme : " for yf we entre in to the 
eastel, we may not departe wyth our ease," and ther- 
npon al the barons with one * courage goon ageynst the 28 
The Saracens are sarasyns, & smote on them Ss brake theyr aray, in suche 

driven back. 

(81J8) wyse J)at they made them to voyde the place, & to wyth- 

drawe and goo backe a grete dele, and thus as they 
The French meet retomed vnto the toure, a ryght good aduenture came 32 

witli 80 pack- , _, irt.ii t-i 

horses, laden with ageyust them. For XX sommyers passed forth by, which 
certeyn paynyms ledde, whyche al were charged wyth 
' g V, back. * g V, back, col. 2. 



II. ii. 16.] THE FRENCH CAPTURE A CONVOY OF PROVISIONS. 133 

wyn, brede, an^ flesshe habundaunlly. And anone they proviskms, c8i:<6) 

that ledde them were slayn ancJ put to deth, And? thenne 

the harons enforced them for to lede them hastelye, and^ wWch they driv« 

inside tite gates 

4 SO conduyte(J them tyl they brought them in to the ofUiecMtit. 
toure. & in the waye as they retorned, they fonde the 
body of basyn whyche hacJ be slayn the day byfore, 
which they took vp, andl brought wyth them in to the on their way they 
8 toure, and were there in surete. For they lyfte vp the of Basyn. (siso) 
brydge, ancJ entred?, and? after aualecJ the drawe brydge, 
and? made faste the yates, and? surely. An(J thus wera 
they wel vytaylled for ij monethes & more, ye may 

1 2 wel wete that thadmyral was not ouer loyous whan ha BaUn is furious 
sawe that- Guye of bourgoyn whyche had? ben in his 
subgectyon was wyth hys felawes, Anc? also whan ha 
knewe that they were fumysshecJ wyth vytaylle so 

1 6 habundantlye. Wherfor ryght angry an(J euyl contents 

^dyd? doo calle hvs counceyl, and demaunded brullant and calls a ooun- 

^ " '' Cil,(8168) 

of mommyere, and Sortybrant of Conymbres, and other 

of hys counceyllours, sayeng* to them : " My barons, ye 

20 knowe that these frensshe men haue ryght euyl gouemecl 

vs. They haue gamysshecJ the toure wyth brede, wyn, to consider what 

. is to Im done. 

and? other vytaylles : antJ yf by aduenture it come to the 
knowleche of kyng Charles, we shal be enpessheiJ, for 

24 he shal come & socoure them, and we shal come make 
to hym contynuel resystence. For hys puyssau»ce ia 
ouer grete, ye knowe it wel. Wherfore I am in grete 
thought and? melanoolye what we may best doo." 

28 To thys, Sortybrant answerd? & saycl : " syr admyral, sortibrant advices 
I counceyl that euery man be armed, and in grete the French by 
poynte, for to sette vp the engynes to assay lie the toure 
& breke it, & after to make sowne and? to trompe vp a blowing of trum- 

pets, &C. 

32 thousand trompes and? homes Impetuously. And? whan 
the Frenssh men shal here them, they shed be so aferde 
that we at our playsyr shal mowe entre in to the toura" 
Brullant of mommyere answer^ to hym & sayd: 
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Bruiiiant says he " Sortybrawt, fieiide ! ye speke of a grete folye. Byleue 

is a fooly 

not pat the frenssh men that be within the toure ben 

for the French are of 800 feble condycyon that ye shal make theym af erde 

«^i!fS;u1.^.r wyth blowyng. & eownyng. of homes. iCerteyn ye 4 

haue nothyng to fere them wyth, Andf I shal say to 

you the reason. The flour of the barons of frau7ice is 

there wythin : the moost puyssaunt & the moost noble 

for there are in RoUancJ is there, whych is so puyssaunt and courageous 8 

the castle Roland, .,., ^ 

that who-someuer loyneth to nym, he putteth hym to 
and Oliver, deth : And? there is the counte olyuer : knowe ye not of 

his grete fyersnes, whyche conquerdf Kynge Fyerabras, 
the myghtyest of all the paynyms] And I swere to 12 
you by Mahoun that he is in theyr companye. For I 
haue herde say also that there is the counte of mondy- 
and Gerard, dyer, GherarcJ, whyche hath doon to vs grete dommage. 

Terry, Also there is thyerry, the due of ardayne, and another 16 

Naymes, fals olde olde knyght that namedf hym self Naymes, due 

Guy, and 5 others, of Bauyere, semblably Guy of bourgoyne, whyche was 
taken from vs whan he was ledde to be hanged. And 
other ther be whyche I haue not named. There ben 20 
but xj, for one of them was slayn, and ye knowe wel 
they ben alle of grete resystence. 

Roulland, the ^neuewe of charles, is of soo grete 
fyersnes that he doubteth no man lyuyng*, ne stroke ne 24 
And if they were sfiottc that is gyucn hym : and doubte ye not, that, yf 

all like Roland «^ ^ ^ 

they were al suche as he is, that ben in the castel, they 
they would soon shold chace VS outc of thys royame or they ^sfiold slee vs. 

diase the whole 

Saracen anny out And I kuowc wcl that theyr god waketh for them, for 28 

of Spain. (8204) 

he hath ry^t wel kepte them. Our goddes ben accursed 
and vnhappy, For it is longe sythe that they haue ony 
thynge holpen vs." IT Of these wordes that brullant 

Baian is enraged, thus sayd, thadmyral was passyng* angry, & sayd to 32 
hym : " ye haue ryght euyl and folysshly spoken." and 

and tries to strike SO sayeug, he wold haue smyton hym wyth hys staf, 

him, (3211) 

but the kyng Sortybrant wythdrowe the stroke, sayeng* : 
* S ^J» col. 2. ' ori^. nenewe. ' g vj, back. 
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" Syr admjrral, leue your angre, ancJ late vs thynke for to but sortibrant 

prevents him* 

assayUe thys toure, and late vs so do that these fals (3218) 
frenssh men be vaynquysshed? and? smyton in pyeces." 
4 and thus as he had said, thadmyral made to come homes, 
trompettes, and other Instrumentes for to sowne & to 
make bruy t and noyse, in suche wyse that al the sarasyns The saracena are 

assembled ; 

were there assembled, that they helde p^ space of a myle they cover a 
8 longe aboute the toure. After, thadmyral made to come ground. (8221) 
a man Ingenyous & enchauntour, whyche was named 
Mahon, that made two meruayllous engynes, & with 
couertures surely made kept them that were there vnder, 

12 that they myght not be hurte of the frensshe men. 

Andf by the moyen of these engynes they conquerdi the By means of 
fyrst wardes of the casteL wherf ore the frensshe men, the outer defences 
furyous and ^wode as lyons, came to the yates of the * 

16 toure, & the may dens also al armed, wfiyche with the 
barons dyd so wel tieyr deuoyr, that he that was raught 
and smyton by them, was so terrybly hurt, that he ouer- 
threwe and fyl doun dede. For they were aboue on but the French 

20 hye, an* threwe doun grete stones, dartes of yron, & jSj'^'""*""- 
other mortal engynes, wyth whyche they made con- 
tynuel resystence. 

% How the toure was broken and' brente by 

24 enchauntement, & the barons in grete 

peryl of deth, and' restored' by assaulte 

maad' on the Paynyms : capitulo xvij 

THe Paynyms perseueryng* in thassault afore sayd, 
Thenchauwtour came tofore the admyral, and sayd 
to hym : " Ey3t dere syr, I haue made myn engynes al The engineer says 

he has his engines 

redy, by moyen of whyche I shal delyuer to you the ready, (saw) 
frensshe men : make your men of armes to goo a parte, 
32 & that I may haue somme to awayte on me." And 
whan they were alle redy as he had deuysed, he sette 
them rounde aboute the tour. And by hys ctafte and 

* g yj, back, col. 2, 



1 42 THE WALLS ARE BURNING, BUT FLORIPAS EXTINGUISHES THE FIRE. 



and with a pre* 
paratioti ex tin- 
guislMK tlie fli-e. 



He Mto the walla arte he made a flamme of f yre so meruayllous, that J?* 

of tlia castle oa 

Are. (S280) pylers of marble & other stones bygonnen to brenne & 

The French are in make fypo at vtterauwce, ^wherfore the frensshe men 

deapair, (8284) , * , , , i , •• j 

were so perturbed that the one sayd to the other, that 4 
by force they must yelde the toure, for they had no 
moyen to saue theyr persones. "Wyth thys, florypes 
but Fioripas bida sayd to them : " lordes, esmaye you nothyng* yet vnto 

themfearnothing, .1 * i. »_ 

the tyme ye see more. AncJ anone sne wente, & took 8 
somme herbes andf other medecynes, & dy(J tempero 
them in wyn, For she knewe the manere how that fyre 
artyfycyally brente the stones, thus she made this 
beurage ; ancJ whan it was caste vpon the fyre, it brennecf 12 
nomore. Wherfore the admyral wende to haue been 
out of hys wytte for angre. But Sortj? brant tolde hym 
that al was quenched by the moyen of floripes his 
doughter; wherfore thadmyral was of entencyon to 16 
make hys doughter to deye of an euyl deth. The kyng* 
Sorty brant saycJ that he shold? do sowne his homes and 
trompettes, and recommence the assaulte al newe, and 
at that tyme by force the frensshe men shold be vayn- 20 
quysshed : " For I am sure," sayd he, " that they haue 
nomore to caste oute vpon vs. For they haue nomore 
shotte ne stones, but al is faylled to them.*' And 
thassaulte was made as it was ordeyned Impetuous, that 24 
it semed derke for the shotte of arowes, of dartes, 
Byaftiriouii stoucs, & Other eugyucs : in suche wyse that the ^grete 

assault the Sara- 
cens break down a quarters of the murayl & walles fyl and tombled doun to 

walls. (8311) the erthe. the barons of fraunce moche abasshed, sayd 28 

one to another, that thenne they must nedes be vayn- 

qUysshed, For they sawe parte of the walles & the 

plfyncipal of the castel falle doun. And they beyng in 

grete thou3t, Florypes sayd to them thus : " Lordes, 32 * 

dysmaye ye noo thynge 1 thys toure is stronge ynougli 

for to kepe vs yet. And of that other parte, the tresour 

of my fader is herin, which is in grete wed^jes an<l? 



Balan swears 
vengeance on hit 
daughter. (8297) 



Sortibrant says 
th9 Frencli must 
loou give in, 

for they have no 
more sliot nor 
stones. (8802) 



Fioripas cheers 
the French, 



g ViJ. 



g vg, col. 2. 
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plates of golde & buyllyon. late vs goo fetche it, And? and advises tiiem 

, i.T ,1 ,1 ^-touse her ftither't 

as wel may we slee the paynyms tnerwyth, as wyth gold for missile*. 

(SS27) 

stones, an(J better." Tbenne Guy of bourgoyn, byr loue, 
4 came to byr wytb grete loye, & kyssedf byr mocbe amer- 
ously and swetelye. AncJ after sbe wente & opened 
the toure and place where the tresour^ was Innumerable, 
andf wytb grete quantyte therof they wente to the The French do so, 
8 batylments of the toure, andf threwe vpon the paynyms, 
in suche wyse that they made grete dyscomfyture. 
And? more-ouer. the paynems, seeyng* the golde falle on and the Saracens 

., . ii_ii ji -hj-i' leave off the aa- 

them m suche habundaunce, anone they cessya their gauit and flght 
12 fyghtyng ayenst the frewssb men, And? for the concu- ^u!^rth^' 
pyscence of that golde they f aught and slewe eche 8<>^<^-(^<^) 
other. Wherfore thadmyral was so dysplaysaunt & 
2 angry that he wende to haue dyed, and began to crye 
16 wyth an bye voys : "0 ye barons sarasyns, leue ye Baian, alarmed 
tbassaulte, whiche tometh to me grete dommage Innu- his treasure, 

CAU86S His mdn to 

merable. For I see that my tresour wasteth & is loste, retire. (3S48) 
which I haue wyth grete payne '& dylygence assembled, 

20 And bad recomaunded it to my god mahon, and had 
made hym kepar of it, whyche how bath faylled me. 
but by my soule, yf I may take hym, and that be come 
in to myn holde, I sbal make hym wepe." The kyng 

24 Sorty brant answerd : " Syr Admyral, be ye noo thyng sortibnmt oom- 
ameruayllyd of your tresour, ne wroth ayenst Mahon, for **' ' * 
he may nomore do ; they may wel take it fro bym, for 
he is a-slepe ; I byleue none other : for in tyme passed an«i ««y» Mahonn 

must be asleep. 

28 be bath wel watched & kepte it ; but those frenssb men 
ben so wyly theues )>at they haue stolen it fro bym 
subtylly." Thadmyral beyng* al angry bycause the 
nyght came on repayred* with his peple toward bys The Saracens 

retire to iheii 

32 souper. After thys, whan thadmyral was sette atte camp, 
table, EouUand, whyche was in the bye toure surely 
with bis felowes, laye in a wyndowe for to ease hym ; 

* orig, tresour. * g vij, blc. ' arig, payue. 

* oriff. And' repayred*. 



144 AT NIGHT THE FRENCH MAKE A SORTIE INTO BALAN's CAMP. [ll.ii.l7. 



Roland fh>m a 
window sees 
Balaii at supper, 
(8358) 



and propoaefl a 
BorUe. (S86S) 



They all arm and 
•tort. (8864) 



Balan sees tbem 
coming, (8869) 
and sends for 
Espoulart, his 
nephew, to meet 
them. (8S72) 



E»pou1art chants 
Roland; 



he Is unhorsed, 

(8886) 

bat is soon ap 
again. 



Roland stuns him, 
catches him up, 
and carries him 
away on his horse. 
(8802) 



Balao calls for a 
reacoe. (SS97) 



and as he thought & was pensyf, he sawe thadinyral 
syttyng* at the table through the wyndowe, andf after 
cam to the other barons andf sayd to them : " ^my 
lordes and brethem, I see that the Admyral is wyth 4 
hys pryncypal barons at souper, and thynketh to holde 
hem wel at his ease, and me semeth it shold be grete 
honour and prowesse to vs to make hym leue^ hia 
repaste." The other barons, hys felowes, were of hys 8 
accorde, & haately they armed them and put them in 
poynte, and fayr yssued out, comyng* to the place 
where the admyral was. but the admyral, whiche was 
subtyl, apperceyued theyr feat, and sente hastely for a 12 
paynym, whyche was moche fyers, and was hys neuewe. 
And sayd to hym : " Espoulart, cosyn, peraduenture 
the frensshe men purpose to dystrouble vs at our souper, 
Therfore depesshe the, and be redy anone, and doo so 16 
that they be taken & destroyed." and anone he was 
redy. And forthwytli Espoulart took hys hors, and cam© 
ayenst the barons, holdyng* in hys honde a dart of stele. 
And fyrst he encountred EoUand, and hytte hym in his 20 
shelde in suche wyse that of the stroke he was al 
astonyed ; but it came soo to passe that it touched not 
hys flesshe, ne he was not hurte. After this, Eolland 
came vpon the paynym, and gaf hym a good stroke that 24 
he made hym ouerthrowe fro hys hors; but the turke was 
so valyaunte, and a man of so grete myght, ^that moohe 
lyghtly he remourited vpon hys hors. And Eoulland 
came to hym, & smote hym wyth hys swerde in suche 28 
wyse that the paynym wyst not where he was. And as 
he was fallyng* doun of hys hors, Eolland moche puys- 
sauntly caught hym, & layed hym thwart vpon hys hors, 
and bare hym awaye. The admyral, seeyng thys, al in a 32 
rage escryed hys peple that they shold socoure hys 
neuewe. but they wyst not what to doo. For in de- 
fendyng* them many of them were slayn and hurte 
* g vij, back, co). 2. » orig, lene. ' g viij. 
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wytboute nombre; wherfor of veray force the other 
paynyms must retorne : & rolland cessedf not to renne 
tyl that he was at the toure. And whan al the barons bat the French aii 

escape into the 

4. of Fraunce were wy thin, they shette the yates wel surely, castie. (84io) 
and had? noo feare of ony empesshement. 

% Here begynneth the thyrd' partye of the 

second' book which conteyneth xvj chapy- 

8 tres, And' speketh how the barons of 

frau;ece were socoured & the paynyms 

confused'. 

% Of the moeuyug of the peres of frau;2ce for 

12 to goo shewe theyr affayres vnto kyng' 

Charles ; And' how Ry chard of Normandy e 

was ordeyned' for to goo : capital o primo 

THe peres of fraunce beyng* thus assyeged and 
deteyned?, as I haue said afore, had? taken a turke 
moche fyers, and? grete frende of the admyral, 
whome they gaf to florypes for to do wyth hym as it 
plesed hyr : & they demaundedf of hyr what man he They ask pioHpaa 

c\r\ o /» 1 -ni -I 1 • who their prisoner 

JU was, & of hys estate. Florypes ansuerd : " he is sone is. (8444) 
of myn aunte, & neuewe to thadmyral, and he is ryche is Baian's 
& hath grete puyssaunce. And yf ye wyl doo grete °*^ ^^' 
dysplaysyr to my fader, put hym to deth." The due 

24 Naymes moche wyse sayd? to hyr : " Madame, it is not 
behoeful to put hym so to deth ; but sythe he is a man 
of auctoryte, and hath audyence wyth your fader, we 
been the more Joyous, and? I shal say to you wher- Naymes proposes 

28 fore : yf peraduenture one of vs were taken of our ene- exchange for any 

r J v o J v • r ij_T_ j-fcOf them which 

myes, by the moyen of this man he myght be rendred might be taken, 
and chaunged for hym/* And of thys conclusyon were ^**^*^ 
contente al the peres of fraunce. Thenne after thys, 
32 Eychard of Normandye called the other his felawes, 
and sayd to them : " y^e knowe wel how we ben here 

' g viij, col. 2. 

CHARL. ROM. III. L 



146 THE FRENCH CONCLUDE TO SEND A MESSAGE TO CHARLES. [iL ill. 1. 

Richard of Nor- enclosecJ in thy 8 toure. And I am wel sure that at the 

mandj proposes 

laste we must nedes faylle, and? deye by these Sarasyns. 
"We haue noo moyen by whyche we may saue our lyf ; 
that they should and me thynketh that it sholcJ be good? that we sholdf 4 

send a meftsoKe ^ -. , , 

Charles for help. ■^ conclude to seude to themperouF, to thende that he 
shold come and socour vs, or ellys of vs shal sone be an 
ende." The due Naymes ansuenJ ancJ sayd : " Syr 
rycharcJ, me semeth ye speke of a grete folye. For 8 

Naymes says that there is noo man here wythin, that wyl take vpon hym 

no one dare go on 

themes8age,(8427) for to do this message that ye speke of. For ye see 
for the country is that the coutree is al couerd with sarasyns. for assone 

all covered with i*_i-i <. ..^ ii t n 

Saracens. as he sBal be oute fro vs, it is Impossyble to escape 12 

wyth hys lyf. And be ye sure, but yf god? doo for vs 
an^ she we hys grace, we shal neuer departe fro hens." 
herupon Florypes saycJ ; " I can not say at thys tyme 

Fioripas says they none other thy ugc, but that we lede the moost Toyous 1 6 

had better enjoy t -rr 

tijemseives as well lyf that we may, as longe as we shal mowe endure. Ye 
haue here fayre maydens, eche of you take one at hys 
playsyr." Thewne KoUaniJ and? his felowes, for these 
wordes of Florypes were reioycecJ, an(J thanked & 20 
preysed? hyr affectuously. Thyerry the due of Ardayne, 
whyche was moche angry, say(J : " My brethern and? 
my lordes, I am in grete thought. For we be faste shette • 
here wythin, and? knowe wel that in shorte tyme we 24 
shal be dyscomfyted : we haue therof experyence ynough 

Thierry again tofore our eycu, late US soo concludc that our fayte may 

proposes to send 

a messenger to bo notcfyecJ vnto charlcs, that he or hys pussy auwce 

Charles. (3456) _ ,, mr ^ t. t. i. c^o 

2 may come socoure vs. H Ogyer ansuera and? sayo? : 28 
ogier asks who ** for to scude to charlcs, there is none here soo hardy 

will venture on _ _ . - . - 1 1 * t7- n • j 

such a dangerous wiat dare presumc it ne take it on hym. ' " Yes, said 

rS^ua offers to roUaud, " I shal do it, and? shal enterpryse it myself to 

protests. rSST g^o to hym to mom, aniJ shal doo my deuoyr." The 32 

due naymes, or he had fynysshed hys wordes, ansuerd? 

ancB sayd? : " Syr rolland, dysplayse you not, for emonge 

vs ye are the moost vncouenable for to goo thyder : for 

' g viij, bk. * g viij, bk, col. 2. 
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whan the Paynyma sholcJ knowe it, we sholcJ not bo 
redoubtedf as we be. And: whan we haue you wyth vs, 
we been in surete, ancJ our enemy es in drede of vs." 
4 Guyllam profredf hym self to goo forth gladly, Soo dy(J Wiiiiam and 

06rard ofif<Br to 

Gherardf ; Semblably guye abandowned hym self to goo go, (8471) ag also 
wyth good? affectyon, but Florypes woldf neuer consente wiu not let him 
therto. H Neuertheles, after many dysputacyons, ryeharcJ ^^' ' 
8 sayd for conclusion : " My lordes, ye knowe that I am At last Richard 
of grete parentage, & haue a sone of grete noblesse, suf- (siso) 
fysaunt to here armes, andf as I suppose, he shal be valy- 
aunte. An($ yf it happene that in doyng< thys message 

12 I be taken & slayn of the paynyms, After my deth he 
may receyue & hold, myn herytage in my name, and? doo 
seruyce to Charles. And? I ought wel to doo it, for to 
doo playsyr to Charles aforesayd. ^For whan he had 

1 6 gyuen to me my lande, an(J possessed? me in my contrey, 
I wold not accepte it but by one moyen, which is 
suche, that yf it happed?, a strange man not subgette to 
my contreye, & that he were bonde, & of thral condycyon, 

20 and? yf he duellycJ a yere in my londe, that after he 
shold? be free al his lyf, & many other thynges : " & 
thenne thus it was concluded that ry chard? shold? goo to which they aii 

agree. (3499) 

forth on the message. But EoUand maad hym to 
24 promyse tofore his departyng*, that he shold not tarye 
in ony place, ne soioume nowhere, vntil thi3 tyme that 
he were with Charles, but yf he were greued in hys 
persone or deteyned prysoner. Rycharcl promysed it & 
28 sware, as it is afore sayd; Thenne Bychard, after his 

oth made, sayd that, " now we haue not to sorowe, but They consult how 

he is to get away 

the maner how I shal mow departe and passe forth, that nnseeu. (S509) 
the men of armes see me not ; for yf I be knowen by 
32 them in ony wyse. It shal be Impossyble to me to resyste 
them." Eolland sayd : " by my fayth, I shal say myn 
opynyon here vpon. I counceyll that to morn erly we Roland soggetts 

1*1 that they should 

be wel armed, and we snal goo out and make a cours make a sortie, 

» hi. 

L 2 



1 18 THE KNIGHTS ARRANGE THE PLAN FOR RICHARD*S ESCAPE. [ll. iu. 1. 

and diHtract the vpon the sarasyns, & do gretely our deuojrr, & they shal 

Saracens whue be besy with vs for to defende them & hurte vs. 

Ey chard? shal departe & passe forth & leue ^ vs, & we shal 

remyse vs to-gyder for to retorne in surete. in the mene 4 

Richard steals whyle Rvchard, that knoweth wel the region, shal mo we 

away in the other J J ' © ? 

direction. (8629) be wel ferre forth on his waye tofore they shal know 
ony thyng therof ; and? if it playse godf & hys swete 
moder, he shal saue hym self, by suche manere, that in 8 
shorte tyme we shal haue loye & consolacyon that we 
shal hastely goo out surely." Thys sayeng^, the peres of 
fraunce, seeyng* that thys thyng* was not yet achyeued? 

The knights weep surelv, begounen al to wepe tenderly for the pyte of 12 

over Richard's J» & r J r.7 

danger. (8627) theyr affayro. The noble duc^ rychardl, seeyng* his 

felowes wepyng* for hym, sayd to them : ** ray lordes, ne 

Richard bids them doubte ye noo thynge ! yf god gyue me the grace, to 

fear nothing, 

whom I comaunde my self, that I may passe thys boost 16 
andf thys contreye, and in especyal that I may fynde 
myseK a-lyue by-yonde the brydge^ of mantryble, I may 
for by God's grace wel ensurc y ou that I shal brynge you socours in suche 

he will soon bring "^ J & J 

succour. wyse that by the grace of god ye shal sone be delyuerd?." 20 

The barons ansuerdf to hym : " Ihesus, by hys myght and 
puyssaunce, graunte you wel to goo, & better to retorne !" 
After this conclusyon they sayd nomore : the ny3t cam 
on, & eueryche of them went to hys repayre, vnto atte 24 
morne for to begynne to complysshe theyr enterpryse. 

^% How after that ry chard was departed, kyng 
claryon, a ryght myghty kyng', ranne after 
hym, the whyche was slayn by the sayd' 28 
Rychard valyauntly, & of other thynges : 
capitulo ij 

Bntagreatdisap- /^ Eete gryef ancJ annoye cam to b® peres of frauwce 

pointment was in fl 1 

store for them. I -J-whan Rychard? of Normandye shold departe for 32 

V>n to goo to kyng* charles. On the morne whan 

* h i, col. 2. ' orig. dul. ' orig. brydde. * h i, back. 



II. iii. 2.] AFTER TWO MONTHS RIOHARU MANAGES TO ESCAPE, 149 

they came to the gates of the toure, in whych they were 

in, they fonde grete multytude of peple sarasyns, why che For in the mom- 

kepte the passage that none of the frensshe men sholdl the castie aur- 

4 yssue out. Wherfore by the space of ij monethes they mm, (354^ 

coude not fynde the moyen to yssue oute ; but on a day months theyhto. 

cmonge al other, whan thadmyral was on huntyng* a going*oat.^8460) 

lytel waye of, & that on a nyght the garde of the 

8 bridge was forgo ten, Thewne the barons armed? them At last an occa- 
sion offers, and 

& mountecJ on horsback, andf wente out rennyng vnto they saiiy out, 

theyr lodgynges ; but assone as they were seen of the the saracens. 

paynyms, they blewe vp homes & trompettes, & began 
12 to sowne so terry bly, that anone peple Innumerable were 

there assembled for to renne vpon the peres of Fraunce. 

and thus whan they were al enclosed wyth theyr 

enemyes, & that euery man was besy for to fyght, The 
16 due Rychard? al in wepyng* commaun^dedf to godf hys 

f elawes, And secretely departed, and took hys waye at whiie they are 

thus engaged 

al aduenture. & tofore that his felawes were at theyr Richard steals off. 
lodgyng*, many of the sarasyns were hurte & slayn. and 

20 in this maner they reentred in to the toure surely, and 
mounted in to the bataylement, & sawe a-ferre due 
rychard, whyche thenne had pat^sed beyonde all the 
boost ; and in wepyng* they recommaunded hym swetely 

24 to god many tymes. Eychard of Normandye thus 
rydyng* allone, had feare alwaye that he sRold be 
assaylled. whan he had ferre ryden vnto a toppe of a 
montayn, his hors was sore chauffed, & bledde habun- His horse breaks 

28 dantly. Thenne he doubted entyerly that he shold be 
empesshed, and lyfte vp his mynde to heuen & sayd : 
" lord god, my creatour, to whom alle my wylle is in despair he 
ordeyned, thys day preserue my body from myn S^p* ****** 

32 enemyes, in suche wyse that I lose not my lyf," & 

blessid hym self with the signe of the crosse many and crosses him- 
tymes. he beyng in that place, the day appyered wel 

clerely; & fyrst, bruUant of mommyere apperceyued 

> h i, back, ool. 2. 



150 RIOHARD J8 DISCOVERED, ANU PURSUED BY CLARION, [ll. iii. 2. 

BruUaiit and Sor- hym, & after, sortybrant of Conymbres, whyche -were 

tibrant Md him, ,i,i.-rr 

(8828) botne to-gyure, the whyche wente nastely to Kynge 

Claryon, a moche myghty paynym, neuewe of thadmyral, 

aiid teu Clarion, aiicJ biullant saycJ f yrst to hym : " Syr Claryon, see ye 4 
yonde messager, ^one of the prysoners of fraunce, whyche 
is departed fro his felawes, & gooth toward? Charles for 
Bocours ] And yf ye see not for remedye, there may 
come therby harme to vs ; for yf he recouwte theyr 8 
aflFayres to the kyng charles, It may happen to retome 
to vs grete dommage." Also sone as claryon herde 

who mounts and thcse tydynges, anone he armecJ hym, & mounted? vpon 

rides after him, 

(8«40) hys hors, the moost merueyllous that euer was seen, 12 

For for to renne xxx leghes he wold? not be wery ; & 
took hys sMde & his swerd of stele square & sSarpe, 
& ranne toward Due Rychard as he had? be enraged, 

followed by other & other sarasvns folowed after hym. Rychard mounted 16 

Saracens. (8645) "^ , 

on hys hors, wythoute knowyng* that he was poursyewed, 
& sayd : " my Creatour, holy Trynyte, gyue to me 
consolacyon & grace, that I may see Charles the myghty 
Emperour, to whom I am sente for the rescows & com- 20 
fort of my felawes, whiche ben in the toure, sorouful 
and sore greued, and that I may make them loyef ul," 
Richard, looking & thus as he was in this thoujt he loked behynde hym, 

roand, sees 

the Saracens & sawo the sarasyns come hastely after hym, whyche 24 

coming after him* 

(»6M) were by comyn estymacyon moo than xiiij M, Of whom 

the Kyng* Claryon, neuewe of the Admyral, vpon the 
courser tofore sayd, came tofore the other a grete waye. 
Keuer^theles, Rychard beyng on a lytel montayn, & 28 
byhelde the boost of the paynyms came ageynst hym 
with grete courage, ye may wel ymagyne in what estat 

He is almost in his hcrt was. what thyng my3t he thynk that they 

despair. _ 

wold do wyth hym, & what tidynges his felowes shold 32 
haue of hym, whan he was there allone for tabyde & 
Busteyne the furour & malyce of so moche peple ] Thus 
ymagynyng* that he myght not flee, Anone was claryon 
^ h ij. ^ b ij, col. 2. 
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vpon the say (J coursour, whyche ranne faster an^ more i" front comea 

Clarion on a 

swyftlyer than a grehounde; the whyche coursour was horse, half white, 
alle whyt on the one of hys sydes as a flour delys, & on 
4 that other syde as rede as fyre enflammed, The tayle 
after the facion of a pecock. the croupe behynde som- with a peacock's 
what reysecJ & dropped, as smal as of a partryche ; grete 
thycs & sfiort feet, & platte & rou7«de, wy th lyt^l eeres ; 
8 the mane of the necke whyt, his nosethrylles large & a white mane, 
ample ; he was tofore moche brode, & had eyen grene & and green eyes, 
clere, a lytel heed, a brode fronte, with a smal mosel ; & 
he was sadled with a sadle of yuorye, & the raynes of 

12 J)® brydle entrelaced with gold ; styroppes of fyn gold ; 
the poytral wel enorned & rychely. & was gyrde with 
iiij stronge syngles, & had on hy m moo than an C of hu breast piece 
smal bellys of fyn golde, sownyng* moche melodyously. gold beiis. 

16 & y paynym ^ smote hym with the spores moche 
sharply, in suche wyse that the hors made a leep more 
than XXX foot longe. And after escryed? due Kychard? 
the noble knyght, sayeng* wyth an hye voys : " by 

20 Mahoun, my souerayn god, thou messager shalt neuer ciarion calls on 

-r, 1 . Richard to sur- 

acnyeue thyn enterpryse, For wythoute goyng* ony render, (sers) 
ferther, thou shalte here ende thy lyf." whan ry chard 
vnderstode hym, alle the blode in hys body was moeued 
24 & chaunged, & ansuerd : " Sarasyn, wherfore arte thou Richard asks him 

, .^_^ to let him go, as 

of suche entencion ayenst me 1 What haue I trespaced he has never done 
to the ] I neuer offended the, ne robbed thy tresour. (3684) 
I requyre the by loue that thou dystrouble me not ; and 

28 yf thou suffre me to passe, I shal take it for a grete 
seruyse, & I promyse to the that ones it shal be re- 
warded to the by me." The paynym answerd : " cer- 
tayn, frensshe man, thou spekest of grete f olye ; & of ciarfon declares 

32 mahoun be I cursed yf I doo ony thyng* for the. I shal life. (8686) 
not Buffre the to passe for half the tresour of the world." 
Also sone as Rychard knewe hys entencyon, he auau7iced 
ayenst hym, & the paynym came to Rychard, & wyth 

* h ij, back. 
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RICHARD SLAYS CLARION AND TAKES HIS HORSE. [ll. iu. 3. 



Clarion cats at 
Richard, but does 
him no harm. 
(8688) 



Richard amitet 
Clarion on the 
neck, and cute his 
bead off. (3704) 



He takes Clarion's 
horse, (8705) 



and lets his own 
go, bidding it an 
affectionate fiure- 
well. (8718) 



The Saracens 
coming np try to 
catch Richard's 
horse, but in vain. 
(87S0) 



hys swerde he smote hym hardf vpon hys efielde ; but 
it was SO harde that it wente not thurgh. here-vpon 
richar^, which was ful of grete yre ayenst the paynym, 
by effectuel deth came to hym wyth hys ^swerde which 4 
was trenchaunte, & as the hors lepe forth, the paynym, 
lyfte vp his hede, & richard attayned ouerthwart the 
necke so ry3t in a loynte, that he smote of his nede, in 
suche wyse that it flewe ferre fro the body, ye, wel a 8 
spere lengthe, & he put y tru?ike of the body to the 
erthe al dede ; & forthwyth he descended fro hys hors, 
& mounted? vpon that the goocJ courser of the Paynym, 
whyche was the best hors of the worlcJ. Thenne 12 
Rychard myght wel say that he was neuer soo wel 
pourueyecJ of an hors ; For he was so myghty, that yf 
he had bom vij knyghtes armed vpon hym, he wold 
not haue swette a droppe of water ; & ioT to swymme & 16 
passe a depe ryuer, ther was noo hors lyke hym. & after 
that he was thus, horsed at his ease, he said to his owen 
hors by moche good affection : " gentyl hors doulstyn, 
for the I am sorouful that I may not conduyte the in 20 
to som place at my playsyr. I praye to God of heuen 
that he drawe y in to suche a waye that J?ou mayst 
come in to the hondes of crysten men & serue them, in 
many grete bataylles & euyl passages thou hast wel 24 
serued me, & of thy grete seruyce, as moche as apper- 
teyneth to me I thauke the gretely." & here vpon he 
wente and rode forth hys waye. And anone the sara- 
syns that followed after, came ^& fonde the kyng* 28 
Claryon deed, theyr mayster, of whos deth they were 
so surprysed of melancolye & of sorowe, that they coudo 
doo none other thynge but fyrst to renne for to take 
Rychards hors. But there was none soo hardy to ap- 32 
proche hym ne sette honde on hym, but the hors maad 
grete deffence, & took hys waye rennyng* for to retorne 

to the place that he was departed fro. 

* h ij, back, col. 2. ' h iij. 
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% How Rychards hors cam & passed' thurgh 
thexcersyte of the admyral, & was seen & 
knowen of the peres of Fraunce, in soo 
moche that they thought that due Rychard* 
had' been deed' ; & how the brydge of 
Mantryble was kepte : capitulo iij 

YcharcJ of Normandye wyth his swerde in hys 
fyste rode hastely, & the sarasyns whych rawne 
^after hym came an^ fonde theyr kyng deed, of The saraceng find 
whome the hede was on that one syde of the waye, & and lament over 
the body on that other. It byhoueth not to recoiinte 
12 the sorowe that they were in, whan the chyef of alle the 
sarasyns of myght and? parentage was descomfytecJ and? 
slayn ; ancJ for thyng that they coude do, they coude not 
reteyne Rychards hors. & the fyrst that ^ sawe the hors 
16 come re?myng was thadmyral, whiche called gorant, Baian sees Rich- 

jf 1 _ i. PI i.T-i.i» T- ard'8 horse run- 

sone of kyng* grehier, & also sorty brant of conymbres, ning loose, (8740) 
& sayd to them : " by my god appolyn, whan I wel 
aduyse andf remembre me, I ought wel to loue my 
20 neuewe Claryon, andf holde hym dere emonge al other. 

I see wel that he hath put to deth the messager of the and thinks that 
Frensshe men : that it is trouthe, ye may see his hors killed. (87*2) 
that yonder cometL" andf thadmyrall commanded that He orders the 

horso to bo 

24 he shold hastely be taken, but whan the hors saw that caught, (8744 
they wold haue taken hym, he ranne and smote out, & but none can 

catch M ^t 

cessed not tyl he cam to the yate of the castel in 
whyche the barons of Frauwce were enclosed. & whan 

28 the frensshe men sawe thus the hors come, whyche was 
longyng to rychard, they were al affrayed and moeued, 
and came & opened the gate, and anone he entred in ; Tiie knights admit 
and after that the yate was shette, they arenged them gates, 

32 aboute the sayd hors, for compassyon of sorowe, wepyng* and lament over 

ii^Ai. -r^iwT Iii.* * Richard's death. 

pyetously. If And Due Kaymes spake fyrst and sayd : 

> h iij ool. 2. 



154 THE SARACENS MAKE GREAT LAMENTATION OVER CLARION. [ll. iii. 3. 



They are all in 
great grie^ (3754) 



but Floripas com' 
forU them. (87S3) 



The Saracens re- 
turn bearinfi^ the 
body of Clarion. 
(8776) 



Balan swoons on 
hearing of his 
nephew's death. 
(8785) 



There is great 
grief over Clarion. 
(879«) 



Floripas explains 
to the Icnights 
what has hap- 
pened. (8800) 



" Ha, Richard of Normandye ! I praye to god that he 
be in thy comfort and that he haue pyte of thy soule. 
I knowe wel that for thy deth we shal neuer haue 
socoure, Ne of thy partye we shal neuer haue none 4 
helpe." EoullancJ and Olyuer heryng these ^ wordes, & 
also the other, wepte bytterly. here-vpon came florypes 
the curtoys in grete heuynes, and aayd to them : 
" Lordes, in the honour of god, leue your lamentyng* 8 
and sorowe : we knowe not yet the trouthe of the 
mater." thus as they were in these grete thoughtea, the 
Sarasyns came, whyche had lefte Rychard ryde forth. 
And in grete sorowe & torment brou3t the body of kyng* 12 
Claryon. And whan thadmyral sawe them come, he 
beyng' in the ethroclytes in hys entendement, cryed and 
sayd : " and how is it ? is myn neuewe in good poynte 1 " 
The sarasyns ansuerd : " Syr admyral, we may not lye 16 
to you. Claryon is dede, it nedeth nomore to demaunde 
therof.'* Thadmyral heryng thoo wordes, fyl doun to 
therth al in a trau/ise, and he swouned more than iiij 
tymes as he had been dede. thus emonge al the sara- 20 
syns was a grete wepyng*, & made grete sorowe. The 
sarasyns thus makyng thys lamentacyon, the barons of 
fraunce herde and vnderstood them, & specially flory- 
pes, which knewe better the langage. & after that she 24 
knewe the cause of theyr sorowe, she came to the barons, 
and sayd to them in spekyng to roUand : " Syr, knowe 
ye wherfore the sarasyns demene suche sorowe? it is 
trouth that Rychard your messager ^hath slayn the 28 
kyng claryon & wowne his hors, to whom is none lyke 
ne pareylle of bounte in al the world. & as wel for )>• 
deth of claryon as for the losyng of the hors, they de- 
mene & make al thys sorowe & torment that ye see & 32 
here. WheHbre I praye you that euery man doo hys 
deuoyr, to Icde a good lyf and to make good chyere." 
Olyuer sayd to rolland loyously: "0 my felawe of 
* h iij, back. ' h iij, back, col. 2. 
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armes, ye knowe not how glad I am of these tydynge& 
that we here, & I ensure you by my soule that I am 
as sure to passe thys. dauwger that we be in, as though 
4 I were in the strengest castel of frauwce. blessyd be 
richard of god, for he hath borne hym nobly ! " and 
semblably saycJ al the other his felawes. After that 
richard rode thus, thadmyral made a man to come to Baian sends a 
8 hym name* Orages, & made hym to take a dromedary ^tllf brC!" 
hastely, & comanded hym to here his lettres to galafre, (j^^s;** * " *» 
which kept the stronge brydge of mawtryble : " I charge 
the to venne as faste as the dromydary may here the, to 

12 mantryble, an^ say to Galafre wherfore he suflErecJ the 
messagers of charles to come ouer the brydge, the 
whyche haue doon to vs so moche greuaunce an^ en- 
noyaunce, as thou can wel telle to hym. & I swere by 

16 mahon my goc^, that he dye? a grete folye. & sythe on 
that other parte the ^messager of the frensshe men 
goeth thyder, and? yf he recouwte his message to Charles, 
it myght happen he shold put me in subgectyon, Ther- 

20 fore say to galafre that he kepe soo wel the brydge, that that he is to aiiow 

. t 1 A 1^0 o"^ to pass the 

noo persone passe : ana say to hym more ouer, that, yf bridge, 

he do otherwyse, I shal put oute hys eyen, an^ make on pain of death. 

hym deye shamefully." " Syr admyral," say^ Orages 

24 the messager, " I shal do your commaundemente ; and 
I assure you I shal ryde as moche waye in one day as 
that other shal do in foure dayes. for, for to ryde an 
hondrecJ leghes contynuelly, I shal neuer be wery." 

28 AncJ thus he departed from the admyral vpon a dromy- Orages starts on a 
dary, & taryedf not tyl he came to mantryble, an<J spake 
to Galafre, sayeng* : " Galafre, I shal not hyde fro the He arrives at 

Mantrible and 

that the admyral is not contente wyth the, by cause thou delivers his 
32 suffredest the frenssh men to passe ouer the brydge, 
whyche haue doon to hym grete dommage, for they be 
lodged in the chyef toure, & holden in their subgectyon 
the goddes, with floripes his dou3ter, and haue slayn 

* h 11 ij. 



15G GALAFRE SENDS OUT 15,000 MEN TO LOOK FOR RICHARD. [ll. iiL 4. 



that he is on no 
account to let 
Richard pass. 
(8876) 



Galafre in a rage 



tries to strike 

Orages, 

but is prevented 

by the by -stand' 

ers. (8834) 



He sends 15,000 
men to look ont 
for Richard. (8898) 



many of the moost valyaunte of the courte of thadmy- 
ral. & the cause wherfore I am thus hastelye come, is 
thys : After me cometh a messager, whyche is one of 
the barons of Fraunce, whyche gooth for to fetche ayde, 4 
vnto Charles theyr ^kyng*; the whyche hath slayue 
kyng* Claryon. wherfore kepe wel thys passage that he 
passe not. For yf thou doo otherwyse, thou shalt not 
conne fynde the manere to saue thy lyf, but that thou 8 
shalt deye vylaynsly." Of these wordes Galafre was 
perturblecJ ancJ replenysshed of yre, & for hys angre 
he made moche foule chyere, and began to scumme at 
the mouth lyke a bore enchaffecJ, and? took a staffe, and? 12 
had? smyton the messager yf it had? not be letted? by 
them that were presente. IF Neuertheles he mounted? 
vpon a tourrette, and with the sowne. of a trompette he 
assemblecJ many men of armes, whyche were in nombre 16 
XV M, whyche were anone of horsback, and? passecJ the 
brydge. -And? whan they were ouer, it was anone lyfte 
vp, and they wente an^ rode here ancJ there for to 
recouwtre Jj* messager of the frenssh men, yf by aduen- 20 
ture they my3t fynde hym. 



Richard is in great 
doubt liow to pass 
Mantrible. 



% How rychard of normandye passed the ryuer 
of flagot by myracle, by the moyen of a whyt 
hert which cam tofore hym : [ca.] iiij 24 

YcharcJ of Normandye, messager of the frenssh e 
barons prisoners, rode in grete doubte, ye may wel 
^thynke an^ ymagyne, how he onely by ^hym self 
myght passe the stronge ancJ daungerous brydge. And 28 
He sees the Sara- in rydyng* he behelde behynde hym, anc? sawe al the 

cens covering all 

tiie country, contree couer<J wyth men of armes. thus byholdyng< 
theym he was sore troubled? in hys mynde, [&] began to 
and begins to pray crye : " Ihesus, kyng* of glory e, at thys tyme be th-ai 32 

toK help. (8904) 

kepar of my body, & conseruatour of my soule. For I 




* h iiij, col. 2. 
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see wel the declyne of my lyf. yf I put my self to fyght, 
I shal haue my hede smyton of ; andf yf I entre in to 
this hydous ryuer, I shal not conne passe ouer. Thus 

4 at thys tyme I muste nedes deye. And? yf I by force 
retorned to my felawes, I shold make a grete defaulte to 
therle Eolland, to whom I haue promysedf^ faythfully 
to doo my deuoyr for to doo my message. Wherfore, 

8 my god?, my maker, I wote not what to say, but that thy 
wylle be fulfylled aud doon of me. thou knowest myn 
entencion : after the same gouerne me ! " he beyng* nyghe By the time he 
the ryuer, the sarasyns maden grete bruyt in comyng* to river the saracens 
12 hym, emonge whom a neuewe of the admyral auauncecJ 10^^(8922^° 
hym to renne ageynst hym, & cryed? wyth an hyghe 
voys : " messager, what someuer thou be, thynke for Mandysee caiu on 

. him to turn and 

to dye ! thou hast now ryden ouer ferre ; now is Jj* houre fight. (8929) 
16 come that the deth of kyng claryon shal be aduenge(J." 
These wordes so herde of rj chard were ^not to hym 
ouer playsaunt ; but he was euyl contente, ancJ sodeynly 
he spored his hors ayenst hym, holdyng* a swerde in 
20 hys honde, square & sharpe, whych he ha(J conquerd of 

Claryon : and came to hym, an(J smote hym so daunger- Richard turns and 
ously ayenst the breste, that it perced? thorugh the 
shelde in to hys body, that he fyl doun to therthe al 
24 deed? ; ^ after took hys hors by the brydle, whyche was and takes us 

horse* 

ryche of golde, and went to the ryuage of the water, and He ndes to the 
byhelde it that it rawne lyke a quarel out of a crosbowe, which runs uke a 

, ■hiiii-i* 1 J.! J. ^ holt from a cross- 

and rored? lyke thundre, in suche wyse that galeye ne bow. 
28 other engyne myght not goo surely vpon hyt. 

IF Thenne by grete contrycion of hert he recom- He commends 

•^ ° 1 , *- 1 himself to God. 

maunded? hym self to our lortJ, that he snola preserue (8949) 
hym from deth tyl that he hacJ say(J hys message to the 
32 Emperour Charles. Thenne god of heuen, that neuer 
leueth hys seruauntes at their nede, shewed vnto hym a 
grete token of loue that he had? to Charles, for EychartJ 
of Normandye beyng* in thys medytacyon and? thought 
' orig. pormj'sed'. ' h iiij, back, col. 2. 



158 A MILK-WHITE HART CONDUCTS RICHARD OVER PLAGOT. [ll. iii. 4. 

God sends a milk- for to passe Guer, go(J sente a whyte herte which passed 

1^1 11 16 llftirifi «• ^ /* • 

which goes before tofore rychara : & in comyng ye ought to wete that the 

Richard. (8966) t j.v. *. i. i, i 

ryuage of the water was moche hye, ye, as hye as a man 
from bynethe myght caste vp a stone wyth hys honde. 4 
The water rises An^ the rviier began to aryse ^ soo hye that it flowedf 

till it is level with i , . 

the banks. ouei the bankc, an(J the herte entre^ in to the water ; 

the river, and! Rychardf loked? behynde hym, & sawe many sara- 

syns come in a grete multytude for to put hym to deth ; 8 
and thenne he recommaunded? hym to godf wyth goocJ 
hert, and made the sygne of the crosse vpon his body, 
hauyng* in hys hert the holy name of Ihesus, that he 
my 3t perseuere fro drede in suche wyse that he myght 1 2 

and Richard foi- passe oucr the rvuere ; andf soo toke the water & 

lows it. (8W2) JT y / 

folowe^ the hert. The paynyms seyng* that, were al 
The saraoensdare abasshed and troublcc?, and there was not one that durst 

» ot follow him. /.it t /» 

folowe hym. Fro Incontynent the water aualed, andf lo 
The river sinks to rctomed? in to hys f onner estate and beyng*. Thenne 

its usual level. 

the paynyms made grete duel and sorowe by cause they 
my^t not haue the messager. IF Galafre, whyche that 
was moost wroth & werst contente, cam to the bridge 20 
Oaiafre lets down and aualed the chaynes, and commanded the paynyms, 

the draw-bridge. /.ii-i i »-ii. 

(8976) vpon payne of deth, that they snold not cesse tyl that 

rychard were taken, or ellys they shold be all in the 
Indygnacyon of thadmyral, and in daunger to be loste. 24 

Richard is now . Rychard of Normandye came ouer in good poynte, and 

safe. 

deuoutelye thanked god of the grace that he had sente 
to hym, and descended fro hys hors for to vngyrde and 
lose hys sadle. ^ And after resengled hym, and took his 28 
and rides on hors and rodc forth at hys ease, and ladde that other 
hors on hys ryght syde. & doubted thenne nomore, 
For in shorte tyme he supposed to fynde thexcersyte 
of kyng* Charles. The paynyms seeyng thys, retoumed 32 
floroufuUy, & wente to vnarme them, For other thynge 
coude they not do. 

* h V. » h V, col. 2. 



II. ill 6.] GANELON ADVISBS CHARLES TO RETURN HOME. 159 

% How charles was in purpoos to retorne, 

wythout goyng ony ferther, by the coun- 

ceyl of ganellon traytour, and his felowes ; 

4 & other maters : capitulo v 

IN as moche as rychar^ rode, whyche was moche 
wery ; and out of grete thought Themperour Charles Meanwhile, 

_, -t no i»i/»T-i Charles is in grrent 

was passyng< moche pensyf & sorowful for hys barons, trouble about his 
8 whyche were deteynetJ of thadmyraL Andf he, seeyug °*^^'*' ^**^*^ 
that he had no tydynges, he sente for to come to hym He caiis his 
Ganellon, Geffroy, dantesuyle, aubert, machayre, andf 
many other, and? emonge the other, cam reyner, fader of 

12 Olyuer, to whome he say^: "lordes and frendes, I am teiisthemWs 
in moche grete trybulacyon. the cause is ynough ap- 
parent, whyche is of my specyal barons, whyche were 
sente as messagers to ballant, thadmyral. I see that 

16 ino persone reporteth ne bryngeth ony tydynges from 
them ; wherfore knowe ye, that of my dede that I dy^ 
I despyse my self. Thenne by more strenger reason 
the other ought more to despyse me* Andf I you en- 

20 sure that I shal neuer regne more, but shal leue alle. and declares his 

mi 111 P 1 • I '"Mention of re- 

Take ye there, loo ! the crowne of mageste, take it ! signing the crown. 

(4015) 

For I depose my self from hens forth." Ganellon was 
there which was loyeful, what someuer semblauwt he 
24 made, an(J saydf : " syr emperour, yf ye byleue me, I Oaneion advises 

1 -r A 1 him to give orders 

shal gyue to you gooa counceyl. Ti Anone comaunde for a return home, 
that our lodgys ancJ habytacyons here be take vp, & • 
that euery man trusse hys gheer vpon the sommyers, 
28 and thynke to retorne. For yf ye goo ony ferther, ye 

shal neuer retorne. The contree of Aygremore is moche for Baian is too 

strong for them, 

stronge ; Andf sythe that, ballant the admyral is of grete 
fyersnes, an^ wyth that, he hath alle the paynyms & 
32 sarasyns capytayns in to hys ayde; Anct by cause that 
Fyerabras hys sone is deteynedf by you, & maadf crysten, 
80 moche more is he aifectyone(J ayenst you : Andf on 

* h V, back. 



IGO ganelon's friends support, his advice. [ii. iii. 5. 

now that the that othei parte your barons be not a-lyue, I ensure 

douzeperes aro 

dead. jou : Eetoiiie we in to Fmunce. We haue lef te there 

In time, he says, many of our chylJren and parents that shal wexe grete ; 

their children will , . , 

be grown up, auof or it be twenty yere, they shal here armes. Andf 4- 

and then Charles theuue they with vs ^shal come in to spayne, for to con- 
can return and 

conquer Spain. queste the loudes aucJ seygnouryes that we haue enter- 
prysed, Andf shal recouure the holy relyques, of whome 
I haue grete pyte. Andf more ouer ye shal reuenge the 8 
deth of Roulland, the noble erle, for whom ye haue thys 
melancolye; For certayn ye d&al neuer see hym." Whan 
Charles lierde these wordes of Ganellon, he was smyton 

Charles swoons wyth soo grete sorowo, that after, he fyl doun^ in a 12 

for grief. 

swoune, And spake not the space of a grete houre ; an(J 

in wepyng bytterly he saydf to hym self : IF " poure 

He mourns over caytyf andf vnhappy, what shalt thou do ? yf thou re- 

his disgrace. . 

(4054) tome, ]>o\x shalt be dyshonourecJ. yet were it better to J 6 

lose the lyf thaw to be thus shamedf." After that he 
was comen to hymself, he sayd to hys barons that were 

He asics his barons there : " Loo ! ye see the counceyl that ganellon gyueth 

for their opinions. 

(4060) to me, whych in no wyse may playse me. yf I retome, 20 

wythout takyng vengeaunce of my noble barons which 
ben thus deteynedf, there shal neuer man sette by me, 
but I shal be shamedf, andf wyth goo(J ryght." Machayre, 
aulbery, and geffroy, and other, moo than an hondred, 24 

All Ganeion's whyche al wcrc parentes & traytres wyth Ganellon the 

friends support 

his advice, (40«i) moost parte, & also were moche myghty to-gydre, saydf 
alle wyth one consente : " Syr emperour, purpose 'ye 
not to do other wyse than ganellon hath saydf, For he 28 
hath spoken wysely ; and therfor conclude ye to retorne 
in to fraunce wythout gooyng* ony ferther on. we ben 
XX thousand that haue made oth to-gyder that, for ony 

and declare they thynge that ye Say or do, we shal not goo noo ferther. 32 

will go no ftirther i •• i i i i -i 

(4084) For sythe that Roulland is dede, they haue loste tneyr 

comforte, & hym that was chyef of the conseruacyon of 
their persones." Charles, al heuy, answerd : " O god of 
' h V, back, col. 2. ' orig, donn. * h yj. 



II. iii. o] ALORYS INSULTS RAYNER, WHO KNOCKS HIM DOWN. 161 

heuen, how am I determyned? 1 jf 1 retorne wythoute 
to auenge my barons, I shal doo pourely, sythe they 
haue susteyned? & borne vp the crowne Imperyal ancJ 
4 my wylle, and? I now to retorne wythoute to auenge 
them — He that gaf me suche counceyll, loueth me but 
lytel, I see wel." Eeyner of genes, fader of Olyuer, 
aroos vp and sayd : IF " Emperour, yf thou byleue Raynor warns 

_ ."111 Charles not to 

o these wordes that haue ben said to the, thy gouernaunce trust oaneion or 

shal be so euyl, that by them al fraunce shal be wasted? 

& brought to nought. And who someuer haue damage, 

they retche not, but pa&««e ouer lyghtly." Thenne they 

12 that were of the partye of the tmytres cam forth ancJ 

sayd?: "Eeyner of genes, ye haue lye(J of that whiche Ganeion's friends 

•^ '' & >J .» abuse Rayner, 

ye haue sayd. And? yf it were not by cause the kyng* (iios) 
is present, ye shold lose your hede an($ it ^shold? be 

16 smyton of. we knowe wel what ye be : your fader 
garyn was neuer but a pour man and of lowe condy- 
cyon : A lie your lygnage ne ben but people of nought." 
IF The due Eeyner myght not suflfre thys Tniurye, but 

20 came to hym, and smote hym wyth hys fyst in suche who knocks 

1 1 Al Alorysdown. 

wyse that he ouerthrewe to grounde ; and? there were (4117; 

made many reprochss and? ylle talent, in so moche that 

yf the kyug* had? not be present, and? made the pees and a great aisturb- 

ance ensues, 

24 tranquylyte, they had slayn eche other. For anone there 
were moo than a thousand? of the lygnage of ganellon. 
But fyerabras, which was present, blamed themstrongely ; which is quieted 

by Fierabras and 

And on that other syde the kyng sware by hys crowne charies. (4186) 
28 that yf there were ony persone that began bataylle or 
fyght, that he shold? do hym be hanged? as a theef at- 
taynt, of what someuer estate that he were, and? by thys 
they were aferde for to oifende, and was nomore spoken. 
32 Not-withstandyng that, the counceyl was taken emonge oaneion's party 

vow vengeance 

them, that they shold? put Eeyner to deth as eone as against Rayner, 
they shol(J be in Fraunce. Charles sent for them to 
come to hym, and said to them : " ye haue done to me 

' h vj, col. 2. 
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162 CHAULES GIVES ORDERS FOR A RETREAT TO. FRANCE. [ll. iii. 5. 



Charles orders 
Alorys to beg 
Rayner'8 pardon 
on his knees. 
(4149) 



GeoflVey d'Hante- 
ville advises 
Charles to follow 
Ganelon's advice. 
(4168) 



Charles gives way. 



and orders the 
retreat home to 
France, (418tf) 



to the greaf grief 
of Rayner and 
others. (4195) 



a grete sfeame ; but yf it be not amended now tofore 
me, I shal do opene lustyce. Alwaye nedes must the 
kynge be obeyed." in suche wyse that alory ^on hy« 
knees cryed? due Keyner mercy, but he wold neuer haue 4 
doon it yf it had not been for to appease the fupour of 
kyng Charles ; & thus they maad the pees. AmJ after 
themperour sayd his oppynyon, that yf he tomed backe 
that it fiholdf be to hym grete dyshonour. Therfor cam 8 
geffroy daulteuylie, fader of Ganellon, whyche sayd : 
" Syr Emperour, I am olde, and? haue seen moche thynge, 
wherfore me semeth that ye ought to byleue me as wel 
as ony persone of your companye. ye knowe wel that 112 
andf Ganellon my sone haue alwaye loued you, Andl, how 
that it be that he counceylleth you to retome, hath good 
ryght. I haue now my body alle to-brused for beryng* 
of armes ; and be ye sure, that tofore that twenty yere 1 6 
be passed, the chyldren that be now in fraunce shal be 
grete & myghty to here armes, and they shal be so grete a 
companye, that ly^tely ye shal mo we conquere spayn^and 
auenge the deth of rolland and of hys other felowes." 20 
Whan Charles vnderstode these wordes, he wepte byt- 
terly, & saw that by force he must ayenst hys wylle 
retome in to fraunce, and leue hys enemyes. Wherfofe 
by the sowne of trompettes was cryed the retraytte. 24 
And anone the artylleryes were assembled and the 
harnoys trussed, wherof ^the companye of traytres were 
loyous, and many of the other were euyl contente, & 
in especyal Eeyner, whych retomed withoute hys sone 28 
Olyuer, wherof ye may wel thynke in what estate was 
hys hert, by cause he hath^ loste al hys comforte. 



% How after the complaynte of Charles, 
Rychard come vnto hym, whyche tolde to 32 



' h vj, back. 



h vj, back, col. 2. ' oriff. hast 




II. iil 6.] CHABLES SEES RICHARD COMING TO HIM. 163 

hym thaffayres of the peres of Fraunce : 
capitulo vj 

'Han charles was mounted on horsback, andf in 
wage for to retome, he took remors of Eolland, 
Olyuer, and of other, how he lefte them with- 
oute to do otherwyse his deuoyr : he taryed? sayeng* : 
" vnhappy that I am, I may wel sorowe whan I no\7 chariea lamenta 

^ over the loss of 

o leue the men that I loue best in the world?, and retorne Ws barons j (42u7) 
fro them, whan I ought by goocj ryght to auenge them. 
I shal be reputed? for a fool, & sore blamed?. Roll and, 
how I haue loued you ! may euer your vnclle so longe 

12 lyne that he may see your deth auenged? ? God? deffende 
that euer I here crowne on my hede, seen the pouerte 
of my fayte." thys sayeng, almoost he fyl a swoune to he swoons from 
the erthe for the dysplaysaunce that he had?: ^moche 

16 heuynes had he that tyme. "Alasl" sayd? Charles, 
" Rolland?, I was moche euyl auysed whan I consented 
that thou sholdest goo to thadmyral ! wel am I cause of 
al your perdycyon!" In makyng* thys heuynes, the 

20 boost made soo grete bruyt to retoume, that it was mer- The army pre- 

pares to start 

uaylle. & thus as they began to ryde forth, The em- home. (4227) 
perour loked toward the eest, and from ferre he sawe 
rychard come rydyng* vpon an hors sore rennyng*, and charies sees 

. 11, 1/. T-ri Richard coming, 

24 held© in his hande a swerde al naked, wherfor the Em- (4229) 
perour sente for to come to hym the moost grettest 
lordes of hys company e, and made thoost to tarye and and orders a halt. 
goo no ferther forth. " I see," sayd he, " yonder comyng* 

28 a man on horsback, which maketh grete haste, and 
ledeth on hys ryght syde a fayr courser, as me thynketh; 
and he semeth by hys rydyng* that he is Eychard of He recojfnises 

J '^ 'f 'f ^ -^ Richard. (42*7) 

normandye. Now I praye to god almyghty that thys 

32 day he sende me tydynges of rolland «^nd of the other 

barons, that they be alyue." Thenne the boost taryed, 

and anone came richard, whyche maad hys hors to lepe 

' h vij. 
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1 i RICHARD TELLS CHARLES HOW THE KNIQHTS ARE SITUATED. [ll. lu. 6L 

moche gentylly tofore the kyng, whome he salewedl 

moche humbly. And thenne charles saydf to ry chard 

Charles enquires of normandye : " Sone of noble baron, how is hyt wyth 

of Richard how . ^ j j 

Roland and the you 1 what is bycomen of my neuewe Rolland and of 4 

others are. (4257) i i, « , n « i , i 

myn other ^barons? be ye come allone? be they alyue 
or dede? telle me, I praye you." Ry chare) ansuerc) : 
" Syr Emperour, RoUandf & the other, whan I departed 
fro them, were al hole and? in good? poynt, and been 8 
Richard tells him in aygremore, in a stronge toure, bysyeged? by ballant the 

how they are 

besieffedbyBaian, admyral of spayne and fader of Fyerabras; & there been 
aboute them an hondredf thousa[n]d? sarasyns. And 
knowe ye for certayn that thadmyral is a man moche 12 
fyers & terryble, whyche hath sworn by his god mahoun 
and? Termagaunt, that he ehal neuer departe fro thens but 
that they shal be hawged by the necke. And? on that 

that they have other sydo vour barous haue wyth them floripes, the 16 

Floripns and the J J J r > 

sacred relics, curtoys doughtcr of thadmyral, the fay rest that euer 



(4271) 



was seen, the whyche hath in hyr kepyng* the relyques 



and have sent him that ye soo moche desyre to haue. and sende you worde 

to beg Charles to . >_i-h 

come to their by me that ye snold? come and? ayde them for to saue 20 



help. (4276) 



theyr lyues. And? yf it please you to remembre them, 
ye shal mowe conquere the contreye of spayne, & other 



Tiie king is goodcs ynough." Grete consolacyon had kyng* Charles, 

pleased. 

And thenne he conceyued wel that Ganellon was a 24 
traytre and ful of wyckednesse. And neuer after hys 
counceyll ne sayeng* shold be herde ne alowed in hys 
courte. For he sawe wel, that as for hym it abode not 
2 but Rolland and hys felowes shold haue dyed. " Now 28 
gentyl Rychard," sayd the kyng*, "is the toure in 
whyche they been bysyeged, stronge & wel gamysshed 
and says if they of vytayl for to defcnde them ony whyle? yf they may 

cim hold out for_-_ . -r»--i i«ii -i i ii«*/\ 

MX days he wiu holdc Yj dayes, I snal make thadmyral to dye, and al 32 
(4300) ! * hys complyces." "Syr," answerd Rychard, "I shal 
say to you the trouthe. they haue noo vytayl but they 
gete it with the swerde. thadmyral is meruayllously 
' h vij, col. 2, ' h vij, back. 



RICHARD PROPOSES A PLAN FOR PASSING THE BRIDGE OF MANTRIBLE. 1C5 

fyers an(J f ul of cruelte, and? hath of people a multy tude Richard teiia him 
Innumerable, the whyche holde the space of two myle. surrounded by ie 
the town is stronge, where he habyteth, & also there is ®*"***"'» 
4 on thys syde of the toun the brydge of mantryble, where and that he win 
the passage is moche daur«gerous. ancJ the waUes of that bridj?e of Mantri- 
cyte ben made of marble cymented? andf fortefye^ with ** 
toures, and? there renneth a ryuer ry3t hydous, whyche 
8 is named? flagot, an(J is of depthe of ij speres of lengthe, 
& renneth so fast an^ brayeth, that there is noo bote ne 
shyppe may passe theron. an(J the brydge is half a myle 
longe, And in the myddes there is a tpure^ of marble 

12 so stronge that it may not be beten doon ; & the yate is 
garnysshe^ & kepte wyth barryers of yron fast lockecJ. 
IF The portyer that kepeth thys plase is a paynym hydous which is kept by 
an^ grete, massy f, stronge and ^felonnous, whyche bet- **^*"* 

16 ter resembleth the deuyl than ony man or persone. he 

is as blacke as pytche boyllec?, & hath x thousand? as Wack a« pitch, 
knyghtes in his companye. wherfore I wote wel that by (ls2i) * "**"' 
force we may not passe ; For by ony assaulte that may 

20 be doon to them, they doubte it not. And? yf we passe 
not by engyne and subtyllte, we may not goo ouer the 
brydge j For by force we may noo thyng* do. but it He proposes a plan 
byhoueth vs to passe in guyse of marchaunts ; AncJ may pass it by, 

24 somme of vs shal be wel armed? vnder our clothes; and kuS'teasm™- 
there aboue we shal were a mantel of cloth, & theyr 
swerdes vnder, An(J there shal come after vs grete som- 
myers charged with marchaundyses. And ye wyth al 

28 the chyualrye shal tarye in a lytel wode, & that euery 
man be in grete poynte. & after whan we haue goten 
the fyrst gate, I shal soune & blowe myn home, AncJ 
wyth motye ye shal come on. And thus we shal haue 

32 the passage, by the playsyr of gocJ, ancJ we shal come to 

our entencyon." Thys counceyl was wel approued? by charies approves 
the kyng* Charles, whyche of te blessyd rychafd by cause 
he had so wel sayd, & thenne he resembled al his peple. 

' orig, tonre. ' h vij, back, col. 2, 



166 RICHARD AND HIS PARTY RIDE FORWARD TO MANTRIBLE. [ll. ui. 7. 



Five hundred 
French knighta 
disgaiwe them- 
selves as mer- 
chants, (4S69) 

and stai't on. 



while the others 
lie hid in a wood. 
(4400) 



Richard and his 
party ride on. 



driving the pack- 
horHefl before 
them. (4SU5) 



His companions 
are frightened at 
the siglit of the 
river and tlie 
strength of the 
bridge. (4405) 



The standardes were reysed, an^ the loryflam dyscouercl. 
Rychardf took hys hors, and? gaf it to due Reyner, And 
wente & ^bonde heye andf grasse to-gydre, andf made 
trusses vpon many sommyers, in the guyse of mar- 4 
chauntes. euery man wel anned vnder hya cloke, & 
swerde gyrde, and? so take theyr horses, to thende that 
they shold not be espyed : and were in nombre v hon- 
dred knyghtes, alle men of grete facyon, and dryue to- 8 
fore them the sommyers for a good enterpryse. Rychard 
went tofore as chyef enterprenour, due howel of Nauntes 
folowed, Guye de vallee, Ryoll du mauns, Due Reyner, 
fader of Olyuer, & other, whyche rode forth wythoiit 12 
taryeng*. And Charles wyth alle hys barorinye abode 
in a wode, as tofore I haue maad money on. 

% How by the moyen & counceyl of Rychard 
of Normandye, wyth iij other barons, the 16 
strong brydge of ma;2tryble was wonne, 
not wythoute grete payne; And what 
maner man galafre was : capitulo vij 

THemperour charles, with an hondred thousand men, 20 
abode in the wode tofore sayd, & Rychard of nor- 
mandye, hoel of Nanntes, Ryoll, and Reyner, & other 
peple whyche were valyaunte of theyr persone, were on 
the waye to goo toward man-^tryble, and ladde wyth 24 
them a quantyte of sommyers charged, whan the felowes 
of Rychard sawe the ryuer of flagot so roryng. And 
thentree of the cyte of mawtryble so stronge, the brydge 
soo daungerous to passe, & the yates barred and en- 28 
chayned so wyth yron, they were moche abasshed. 
For, for to come thyder by assanlte, alle the puyssaunce 
of crystendom myght not entre by that place, but they 
aualed the brydge and chaynes of yron. Ryol de- 32 
maunded of Rychard : " What may there be of this 
* h viij. * h viij, col. 2. 
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place ? " And he ansuerd : ** knowe ye that thys is the 
strongest cyte that is bytwene thys an(J Acres. And 
there been in the same cyte moo than a thousand? men 
4 of armes." Hoel of Nauntes was alle af rayed?, And com- 
maunded hym self to god, prayeng hym to kepe theyr 
persones. Rychard sayd : " lordes, I wyl goo before, & Richard enoour- 
shal speke fyrst; and whan we haue passed the fyrst and teiis them to 
8 yate, see that ye take of your clokes for to smyte vpon ^ ^"^ "^' ^ 
the paynyms : & for ony thynge that happeth, see that 
the one of you fay lie not the other," Ryol ansuerd : 
" doubte ye not that whan I am emonge the sarasyns 

12 but that I shal doo my deuoyr that it shal appyere: 
and yf I doo not as I say, I wyl that ye reclame me 
recreaunte, and repute me as rebouted." After ^ these 
wordes they hasted theyr sommyers toward the brydge ; 

16 & galafre sawe them fro ferre, and stode restyng* hym Gaiafre sees them 
nygh to the fyrst gate, & helde in his honde a grete axe ^^ "^* ^ 
of fyn stele bended and affyled that there was noo syde 
but it cutted. Thys paynym was grete, and fourmed so 

20 hydously, and of suche representacyon, that he semed He is as hideous 
better a deuyl than a resonable persone. he had eyen al ' 

enflammed lyke fyre, & he was as blacke as boy lied pitch-biack,with 

. fIfiTiiintr dvos 

pytche ; hys necke large & grete, his nose half a fote his nose is six 
24 longe, his eeres so grete that they my^t conteyne wel anVhSs eare wg 
half a busshel of whete, feys armes longe & croked, & haif*a bushel? of 
his feet stode ouerthwart ; & as of the remenaunte of ^ ^ * 
hys body, was lothely ynough. Ballawt thadmyral loued Baian loved him 
28 hym moche, & was his neuewe, and for the grete con- 
fydence that he had in hym he gaf to hym the kepyng* 
of the brydge of mantryble, by cause that it was the 
moost strengest passage that was in al the marches of 
32 that contreye. And the sayd paynym was conestable of and had made 

him constable of 

6l the londes of thadmyral, wherfore it was necessarye »u the country 

1 m.-ii.i «i about. (4446) 

that none of the frensshe men snold haue be knowen 
of hym. For yf there had ony be knowen, there shold 

* h viy, back. 
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neuer none liaue escaped but he shold haue ben dedo. 
Thus, thenne, wlian tliey were ^at mantryble, Ry chard 
passed? afore. an(? whan he was at the entre of the gate, 
Gaiafre challenges Galafre Came to hym & saydf : " vassal, what are ye ] 4 

the French i i. i i a «i 

knighta. (4461) wheilore come ye hy ther 1 

IF RychanJ, whyche was wyse, chaunged his langage, 
Richard tells him & began aragon, and sayd? : " Syr, I am a marchaunte 

they are mer- 

chante on tiieir whyche comcth fro Taraston wyth these other mar- 8 

way to the fairs, 

chauntes, & brynge grete quantyte of draperye, andf wyl 
goo to the fayres, by the helpe of mahon, to whome we 
goo to present our niarchaundyses ; and yf we were at 
and bearing pre- AygTcmore, we shold soioume there, and gyue to thad- 12 

sents to Balan. 

(4456) myral somme precyous yeftes that we here brynge. 

These other marchauntes that ben here wyth me ben al 
esclaues, and knowe not the langage, wherfor, fayre pyr, 
we praye to aduyse vs what we may best do, & by what 16 
waye we ought to goo." Galafre ansuerd : ** knowe ye, 
that I am kepar of the brydge and of the passages that 

Galafre says that been fyfty myle here aboute. But not longe.sythen 

twelve Frenchineii 

had passed the passcd hereby xij glotons of f raunce, whiche were mes- 20 

bridge withont /»j.i r^y \ ■l'vj. x 

paying tou, (4476) sagcrs of the cmpcrour Charles, which yet owe to me 

theyr trybute for tlieyr passage. Neuertheles my lord 

as well as a thadmeral kepeth them in pryson, And one of them 

that other day escaped preuyly away as a theef, whiche 24 
rode vpon an hors the best that euer I sawe, & ^ passed 
who had slain his ouer thys rcnuyug water ; whyche also slewe my cosyn 
(4487) * the kyng^ Clary on, for whome I am in grete melancolye. 

now wold god Mahon that he were now here vpon thys 28 
brydge, I shold deue hym vnto the myddle of his bely 
wythout to haue ony mercy or pyte on hym. 

Syth that tyme thadmyral doubteth of treason, For 

his sone fyerabras whyche hath renyed mahon and the 32 

wherefore Balan paynym lawft for to become crysten. And he com- 

to let no one pass, maunded me thre tymes that I shold not suffre ony 

persone, lord, knyght, ne seruytour, to passe, And that 

* h viij, back, col. 2. ' i j. 



II. iil 7.] THE FRENCH TRY TO KILL GALAFRB, BUT IN VAIN. 169 

I shold? serche wel al for to knowe the condycyon of unless he is 
theym that come thys waye. Therfore I wyl knowe 
what ye be." Rychard heryng thys, bowed his hede : 
4 Ryol du mauws, Hoel of Nauntes, and? Reyner of genes r*oui and two 
goon forth ouer the brydge. whan galafre saw them, he the bridge! (Soq) 
began to doubte, and saydf to them that there shold 
nomoo entre, and? auaunced hym and drewe vp the Gaiafw> raises the 

Q * bridge, (4514) 

o brydge; and there were npmoo wythin but foure, whyche 
he dred not, and sayd to them in grete fyerste : " ye are 
ouer bolde & hardy to entre herein wythout my com- 
maundemente, And therfor ye four shal be sette in 

12 pry son, and the other that come after you also. And 
to-mom I shal sende you prysoners ^to my lord thad- 
myrall, he for to doo with you his playsyr. Take of your and caiu on them 
mantellys or clokes, for I wyl see what ye haue there (4517) 

16 vnder. For ye seme people for to do euyl." Thus say- 
eng, he toke noel by the cloke, & drewe hym therby 
foure tymes aboute : " By god," sayd Ryol, " I may no 
lenger tar^e to see hym do thys luiurye to my cosyn ; 

20 yf I suffre lenger, be I confounded ! " And therwyth Raoui strikes at 
he threwe of his cloke, and smote vpon the paynym; but ' 
he was so strongely armed that he myght do hym no 
harme, sauf that he smote of a lytel of hys ere. Rychard and cuu off a piece 

of his ear. 

24 and Reyner semblably caste of theyx clokes, and eche 

of them with a swerde in theyr hondes smote to-gydre The others cnt at 

ixxii-t ^**"« ^^^ cannot 

vpon Galafre, and gaf hym many strokes ; but the heea hart him. (j&n) 
ne the body they myght not hurte. For he was armed 

28 with the hyde of on olde Serpente harde and maylled. 
IF Thys Paynym was angry, and supposed for to haue 
smyton Ryol, and enhaunced hys axe that was grete GaUfrecutsat 
and heuy and also sharpe. but Ryol sawe the stroke axe, (4552) 

32 come, and was habylle, and lepte a syde, and the stroke 

smote vpon the grounde in suche wyse that hyt claffe a bot misaea him. 
marble stone on whyche the stroke lyghted. 

' ij,ool. 2. 
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Rayner knocks 
6alafl« down with 
a branch of a tree. 
(45«S) 



1000 Saracens 
assemble. (4073) 



Richard lets 
down tlie bridf^e, 
and the 500 
knights enter. 
(4681) 



Then he blows his 
bom, (4675) 



and Charles with 
all his men coma 
up, (4687) 

GaneloD in front. 
(^589) 



" Ha ! god of heuen 1 " sayd Reyner, " how he 
smyteth oultrageously MI am al abasshecl of the puys- 
saunce of thys deuyl whom we may not conquere ne 
gryeae." lie thus sayeng*, he took a gtete brauuche of 4 
a ttee whyche was longe and stronge, and aduysecl and 
marked the paynym wel, and he smote hym thetwyth 
in suche wyse that he made hym to ouerthrowe to 
therthe ; & whan he was ouerthrowen, he maad a crye 8 
80 hye and hydous that the Eyuer and the rockes madd 
grete bruyt. Wyth thys voys the paynyms of man- 
tryble were moeued and assembled, that within a lytel 
whyle there were redy armed moo than x thousand. 12 
there was thenne a grete commocyon ; Rychalrd of Nor- 
mandy e ranne to the yate of the brydge, & aualed doan 
the drawe bridge, And thenne entred in y hondred 
knyghtes whych the foure barons had brought wyth 16 
them; but at the entre of the gate the paynyms en- 
countred them : there was a grete medle and recountre ; 
many mortal strokes were there gyuen, many were there 
slayne and hurte. Rychard took hys home and sowned 20 
it hyely thre tymes. Charles themperour vnderstood 
it wel, whyche was in the wood aforesayd with al his 
puyssaunce. Euery man was on horsback mache redyly, 
and there was not one that cessed to renne tyl he came 24 
to the brydge. ^^ Ganellon, whyche after was tray- 
tour, bare hym valyauntly. 5or he was the fyrst that 
cam to the brydge wyth hys confanon reysed; but the 
loyalte & trouthe of hym ne of hys kynnesmen endured 26 
not longe, as the laste book BJEial more playnly shewe, 
by the playsyr of god. 



% How by force and' strengthe of bataylle 
Charles entred' in to mantryble, after that 32 
Galafre was slayn, not wythstondyng' that 



M j, back. 
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alory the traytre was contrarye to hymj 
and' many other maters : capitiilo viij 



A 



T thentre of mantryble were moche hurt people & in the flght at the 

-jj ^ f 1 ffftte of Mantrible 

confoundea, as wel of frenssn men as of sarasyns. 
and at that tyme themperour bare hym wel, For whome chariea and 
he attaynecJ wyth hys swerde named loyouse, he must them weu. (4595) 
nedes deye, he smote so rudely, and that day was alway 
8 by hym Ganellon, whych dycJ wel hys deuoyr. The 
dyches of the towne were depe and ful of water, wheri'n 
many were drowned. If Thus as Charles passed toforo, 
and hys people after, He sawe galafre on f® grounde, chariea sees that 

1 2 which was not dede, and that semed better a deuyl than dead, 
a resonable persone, And helde alwaye hys ^axe in hys 
honde, wyth whyche he had slayn thyrty frenssh men. 
And the Emperour, seeyng* the harme that he had doon 

16 to the frensshe men, anone commaunded to elee hym ; & and orders him to 
so moche they smote at hym wyth axes and stones, that 
they slewe hym. The bruyt and noyse was so grete, 
that fyue myle aboute was anone knowen that the 

20 brydge of mantryble was taken and conquerd ; wherfore 

there came L thousand sarasyns, for to gyue ayde to the 50,000 samoens 
cytyzoyns of mantryble, and to destroye the frenssh ^Mantrible, **** 
men. The walles of the towne were of marble, and soo 

24 stronge that it semed a thyng Impossyble to conquers 

or destroye. If To thys medle came a geaunt moche amongst them a 
fyers, named Ampheon, And had a wyf named Amyotte. ess, named Am- 
And she was departed fro her gesyne. For she had a^^*(4662) 

28 borne two sones, whyche were but iiij monethes olde, 
and were two foot brode in the breste, and ten foot longe^ 
as thystorye saytb. Thys geaunt opened the gate, & 
helde in his honde a club of yron grete and massyf, 

32 And whan he was passed that yate, wyth hys voys 

tenebrouse and dyabolyke he cryed : " Where is charles Ampheon chai- 

lenges Charles, 

the kyng* of frauwce 1 wyl he now here wyth hym the (4660) 

' iii. 
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CHARLES CUTS DOWX THE GIAXT AMPHEON. [ll. liL 8. 



and threatens 
him. (4672) 



Charles attacks 
Ampheon, 
and with his 
sword cutH him In 
two. (4686) 



Charles calls for 
help. (469H) 
Richard and three 
others Join him. 



and drive the 
Saracens back 
into the town* 
(4699) 



The Saracens 
surround them. 
(4703) 



relyques to Saynt Denys 1 by malion, by the wbyche I 
comforte my self, it were better ^for hym, olde dotarcJ, 
tbat he were now at parys. An^ late hym knowe cer- 
taynly, that yf thadmyral may haue hym, he shal neuer 4 
haue mercy on hym, but he shal do hym be flayn, & 
hanged alle quycke, or brenne hym in a fyre." after 
that he had thus spoken, he smote doun many frensshe 
men wyth hys club of yron. If In thys recountre were 8 
seen and founden so grete a multytude of dede men 
that they letted men to passe. Charles, whyche sawe 
the facyon, descendecJ and! lyght of hys hors, alle wroth 
in hys courage, & sette hys shelde tofore liym, wyth hys 12 
swerde in hys hande, and hys barons came alter hym 
ayenst the geaunt. & after that the kyng^ & he were - 
as8emble<J, Charles wyth hys swerde loyous smote hym 
soo myghtely that he clefte hym in two pyeces, & 16 
myghtely recouerd hys stroke, that he maad? hym falle 
to the erthe, Andf soo he was deecJ. Wherfore the 
Sarasyns were all moeued? ancJ affrayed?, Andf as people 
enraged smote vpon the Frensshe men with dartes, 20 
plombettes, and other engynes mortal 

IT And thenne Charles cryed socours for to assemble 
hys people. And wyth that crye came to hym Eychard 
of Normandye, Eeyner of genes, hoel of nauntes, and 24 
Syr Kyol du mauns, 2 whyche alle had courage lyke vnto 
lyons. These foure barons wyth charles made the pay- 
nyms to remeue, and to reentre ageyn by force in to the 
towne of mantryble. And anone the turkes, whyche 28 
were moo than x thousand, cam to the yate for to shette 
it, in makyng* grete defence with bowes and other shotte, 
besyde them that came after, whyche kepte the passages, 
which were wel, as thystorye maketh mencyon, fyue 32 
thousand ; but alle they coude not fynde the maner to 
lyfte yp the brydge, For it was conserued and kept 
ayenst the sarasyns by the frenssh men. There was 
" i ij, col. 2. « i ij^ back. 
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grete bruyt in thys recountre; An (J though Charles 
doubted?, it was noo meruaylle. For he knewe wel that 
yf the sarasyns had? lyfte vp the brydge to the yate of 

4 the towne, It had? not be possyble to hym to haue passed 
ouer. And he, seeyng* them reyse vp toward the yate 
grete banes of yron, supposed? not to haue passed, And 
wyth a moche wooful herte began to wayle Boulland charies is almost 

8 his neuewe, and the other hys felowes, as he shold neuer 
haue seen them. 

IF Eychard of Normandye consyderyng* thys, escryed 
and sayd : " Syr Emperour, in the honour of god esmaye Richard enoonr- 

- ages him, (4715) 

12 you not, but thynke to destroye and smyte doun these 
Turkes, and god shal ayde & ^helpe vs. Ye knowe wel 
that there is none so franke ne valyaunte that wyl 
acoward hymself, but that he ought to be despysed, and 

1(5 wyth good ryght. If And I praye to god that he be 
confounded that suffreth hymself to be taken a-lyue for 
to dye afterward, and that had not leuer be hewen in 
pyeces than to retorne. And wythoute more, late vs 

20 auaunce vs. For now it is nede that eche man proue hys 
strengthe and the valure of hys persone.'* Wyth these 
wordes of a grete courage, entrefd] in to the towne, and the Ave push 

-r 1 -r* forward into the 

Charles, Eeyner, Hoel, Ryol, and Rychard, These fyue town. (4726) 
24 onelye, eche wyth a swerde in hys honde. And ye 

ought to wete that they entred not wythout grete 

slaughter of turkes and of Paynyms. 

Charles, seyng* come grete multytude of sarasyns, 
28 cryed "a larme and socours" moche bye and furyously. ciiaries caiis for 

asfiistanc6. 

Ganellon vnderstoo* hym, an* hacl of hym grete pyte ;. o.„„„„h«r. 

Not wy thstondyng* at the laste he founde hym not good ; 

& came to cteffroy, & escryed hauteuyle his fader, & the «»"<' wishes to 

^ Jf J J » help him. (4729) 

32 other hys kynnesmen, whyche were armed moche rychely 
to the nombre of M vij C, and al they came afote for to 
assayle the yate. The turkes maad grete deffence wyth 
brondes and barres of yron and mortal shotte, where as 

* i ij, back, col. 2. 
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Alorys presses 
tianelon to retire, 
and leave Charles 
to hu fate. (4789) 



"God forbid!" 
says Qaiielon. 
(4758^ 



Alorjs calls him 
a fool; (4759) 



bnt Hnnelon is 
fa itiiful to Charles. 
(4766) 



Fierabras cornea 
up, and asks 
where Charles la, 
(4775) 



^many were dede and hurte, of the people of the saydl 
Ganelon. 

Thenne alory, the traytre, sayd to ganellon : "in fayth, 
"we ben grete foles for to late vs thus deye, & suffre thys 4 
torment." And after he sayd to ganellon yet: "late 
vs goo and! departe. Charles is wythin wel empesshedl : 
god forbede that he euer departe ! & thou mayst wel 
see now, that of hym and? of Reyner we are wel auengedf 8 
of the contradyctyons that they made to vs, & of theyr 
subgettea also. And euyl deth mote he deye that folow- 
eth them ony ferther. for we may wynne Fraunce at 
our ease and wylle, & holde it wythout contradyctyon, 1 2 
Seen that there is no baron that wyl be to vs con- 
traryo." Ganellon ansuerd : " God of glorye forbede 
that euer I sholdf do suche trayson to my ry^tful lord 1 
we holde of hym al our londes & seygnouryes. I sHold 16 
be holden for an ouer vntrewe man yf I consented to 
hys deth. We haue none other cause but that we ought 
to do our deuoyr for hym." whan Alory vnderstood hym, 
he enraged almoost for angre, and after sayd to ganellon : 20 
" ye be a veray fool, that ye tarye whan ye now may 
wel aduenge you. yf themperour Charles be slayn, al the 
other barons shal haue theyr heedes smyton of. And 
thus we shal be aduenged on al our e^nemyes. Ther- 24 
fore leue of, and come on." Ganellon ansuerd : "god 
forbede that euer I shold be a traytre to my lord, ne 
that I leue hym vnholpen, but doo my deuoyr to ayde 
hym. I had leuer to be dysmembred, than to be shamed 28 
and blamed in this dede." IF Of these wordes were 
euyl contente Alory and also geffroy daulteuyle, in 
suche wyse that there was grete debate emonge them. 
Vpon this came Fyerabras in good araye and grete 32 
poynte, and began to crye : " where is Charles ] " 

IF The Traytre answerd : " Syr, ye shal neuer see 
hym. He is wythin enclosed, and I suppose he be 



1 iij. 
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dede now." Fyerabras answer^ : " And ye emongo 

you, what doo you here 1 what tarye ye ] why socoure and calls on them 

-to sucooor bim. 

ye hyrn not in thys nedel ye may be reprochecJ of (478O) 
4 treson wyth good ryght." And after bygan to crye 
" socours and ayde " moche lowde ; and by hys voys all 
the frensshe men came, wythoute ony taryeng*, to the 
belfraye, and fonde Fyerabras and Ganellon, that thenne 
8 had lefte the Traytres at the entree of the brydge. 

IF And Fyerabras thenne was wel loyous whan he 
sawe that the brydge was not drawen up, And thenne Pierabras and 

Gauelon fight 

he and Ganellon dyd gretely theyr deuoyr, for to entre nobiy, 
12 in to the cyte. ^And whan they were wythin, & the 

traytres sawe the toun wowne, by a ixianere to do gretely and the town fa 
theyr deuoyr, entred in a foot, & smote doun wyth 
the other comunelye. And grete habundaunce of blode 
16 runne thurgh the towne oute of the dede bodyes, that 
eche man meruaylled that sawe it. The paynyms cryed 
and brayed as wulues enfamysshed, whan they sawe that 
they coude not resyste them. They sente to the ad- TheSaraoensaend 

to Balan for help. 

20 myral that he shold socoure them, and cryed on mahon (48oo) 
& Termagaunt that they wold come to theyr ayde ; but 
for all that, they were dyscomforted sorowf uUy, put oute 
of theyr habytacyons, robbed, pylled of theyr rychesses 

24 and goodes;, and destroyed. Thus doyng*, a message? 
departed secretely for to goo to Aygremofe, for tacompte 
and telle the tydynges of theyr destructyons. 

% How Amyotte, a geantesse, wyth a sythe 

28 greued' gretely the crysten men, and' how 

hyr two sones were baptysed of the Em- 

perour Charles : capitulo ix 

Han mantryble was taken, many strokes were 

32 \l\l gy uen ; but when A my otte, the geantesse, knewe 

& herd the crye of the cytezeyns, whiche ^were 

i ly, back. ^ i iij, back, col. 2. 




17S MANTRIBLE IS SACKED : THE GIANT'S CHILDREN ARE BAPTISED^ 

troubled', — She was as blacke as pytche boyllecJ : hyr 
eyen were rede as brennyng fyre : sfee had a grete 
vysage & crokexi, as bye of lengthe as a spere, & gretely 
affrayed? of the deth of hyr husbond, & also aferde for 4 
Aniyot the giant- byr ij sones, of whyche she was late delyuerd ; — soo she 

688 rushes out, 

armed with a in a rage Icpte out of hyr hous, and fonde a sythe 

■oythe, 

trenchauTzt an(} meruayllously sharpe, and cam vpon 
and slays numbers the freusshe men SO Impetuously that she maa() trrete 8 

of the French. 

(««)) dyscomfyte, in suche wyse that none durst wel ap- 

proche hyr. Kyng* Charles seeyng* thys, was euyl con- 
tente of the deth of hys peple, and demaunded a crosse 

Charles shoots her bowe. And whan It was bende, he shotte so ryght that 12 

with a cross*bow. -hii ii % ^ i> t 

(4888) he atteynedf hyr bytwene the browes, so that sne fyl 

doun deedf to the erthe. She began to cast oute of hyr 
throte a flamme of fyre, moche hydoua. Neuertheles, 
she was smyton so wyth stones and other thynges, that 16 
she neuer moeued after ; wherf ore after that, the yates 
of the towne and other defiences were not kepte ne 
defended, but that Charles dyd his wylle of alle. 

Tiie tnwn is ^T Grcte rychesse was founde in that fayre towne, and 20 

lacked. (4845) « i i-i -^i 

the subgettes of the Emperour Charles were there wel 
ref resshed of gold and syluer, whiche there habounded. 
For thadmyral Ballant, by cause that place ^was so 
stronge & sure, had layed there grete tresours. The 24 
kyng* ordeyned in suche manere, that bothe grete and 
ciiaries remains smale wcre wel conteute wyth hym. And there he 

at Maiithble three 

days. (4841) abode thre dayes in departyng^ & destrybutyng the 

goodes, after the degrees & qualytees of hys subgettes. 28 
And after, as charles wente sportyng by the ryuer flagot. 

He finds the In a cauc Were founden the ij sones, yonge chyldren, of 

children of the i? i i 

gianies,Arayot, the fomamed geauntesse Amyotte, of whome he was 
whom he causes wcl loyous, and wcre baptysed ; & one he named Roul- 32 

to be baptised, 

undir the names land, and that Other Olyuer ; and dyd do them wel to 
Oliver. (4866) be nourysshed. But after, wythin two monethes, they 
were bothe founden dede in theyr beddes, wherfore 
* i iiij. * ori^. dapartyng. 
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themperour was euyl contente. ITeuertheles, in that 
same tyme, whyche was the moneth of may, that the 
stronge cyte of mantryble was taken & put in subgec- 

4 tyon, Charles made to come to hym Ry chard of 'Not- charies consuitB 
mandye, Eeyner of genes, hoel of nauntes, Eyol of Bhaii leave in 
mauns, & took counceyl who sholcJ kepe the brydge MantriWe. (4875) 
and? passage of mantryble, tyl they had? destroyetJ bal- 

8 lant the admyral, & delyuerd? oute of pryson the other 
peres of fraunse. RycharcP answercJ : " syr emperour, By the advice of 

. ,11-1 IT 1 lo x^iT-11 Richard Howel 

me semetn it shold be good? that hoel & syr Kyol snold and Raoui are left 
abyde for to kepe J?® brydge & toun wyth fyue thousand men. (488i) 

.12 men." ^and? lyke as Ry chard? say(J, so was it doon. 
and? there they ij abode, and the hurt men for to be 
heletJ at theyr leyzer. ancJ after, with sowne of trom- 
pettes, the boost of the emperour began to depart toward? 

1 6 aygremore ; an(J there was so moche peple and so grete 
e.state, that it was merueylle. Thus as they were wel 
on theyr waye, The Emperour wente vpon a lytel hylle 
for to byholde his peple and subgettes ; And? seeyng* the Charles, seeing 

' the magnitude of 

20 multytude, he lyfte vp hys even to heuen, and? saytJ : his forces, thanks 

God. (4»07) 

" lord? gO(J, my creatour, whiche by thy grace and? 
playsyr hast made me lord? and conduytour of thys 
people, wyth ryght good? hert I g3rue to the, thankynges 

24 and laude. Thou hast gyuen to me grete puyssau7ice 
sythe they be at my wylle and? commaunderaente." 
After that he had? sayd? thus, he blessyd? hym, AncJ in 
the name of Ihesus he took forth hys waye. And? the 

"28 sayd Emperour had in hys companye an hondred thou- He has 100,000 
sand? men wel fyghtyng*. And the Admyral had? the 
fyghtars of thyrtene contreyes. the frenssh men rode 
forth : Rye hard of normandye was in the auaunte garde, 

32 And the Duke Reyner^ in that other. Anone the 

tydyiiges came to thadmyral that galafre was slayn, Baian is toid of 
& that mantryble was taken & dyscomfyted?, ^wherfore Gaiafre, and the 
he swowned for sorowe, and? cryed? out, " haroo ! " as a MautriWe. (492s) 

* i iiij, col. 2. ' orii/. Royuer. ' i iiij, bk. 
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man fro hym self, sjiyeng* : " ha I ha ! god mahon ! thy 
In ffreat grief and powfii is iiought. cursy^l go(l & recreaunte, thou art 

rage he curues , 

Mahouii, (49*7) xiothyiig^ worth to me 1 he is a moche fool that trusteth 
in tlie, wlian thou suffrest my men to be slayn, and? hast 4 
consented to my dyslionour, as I now wel see, whych 
ou3tcst wel to liaue doon the contraiye." Thys sayeng*, 
the admyral took a cluhbe with his two handes, & 

and sraaMheii his rauue to mahou & liis other ffoddes, & smote Mahon 8 

image. (4089) ° 

soo grete a stroke vpon the hee(?, that he fyl doun, & 
was al to-broken, yf thadmyral and the other paynyms 
were not wel abused?, they myght knowe clerely theyr 
Infydelyte and fals creaunce, for to Inuoke the ymages 12 
that can not speke ne gyue comfort, and haue no con- 
solacion. A lytel vnderstontlyng and lacke of wytt^, & 
also contrarye to nature, for to gyue fayth of helpe to a 
thynge made with the hande of a man. Neuertheles, 16 
Sortybrant of Conymbres, seeyng* the desolacyon of 
sortibrant advises thadmyral, counceylledf hym, that as moche as he myght, 

liiin to repent and 

i.umbie himself to cliftstysc hym Self of the Iniurye doon to Mahon. 

before his gods, i i • i i t i t nf\ 

(4U48) Thadmyral said to hym : " I may not enclyne to do to 20 

hym obeyssaunce, Seeyng< that Charles hath wonne by 
his puyssaunce my cyte and stronge tour ^of mantryble, 
where as I had my Itiste comforte to kepe me moost 

and to send out surc." Sortybraut ansuerd : " Syr admyral, sende forth 24 

spies to see if 

Charles is coining, an cspye for to wcto yf the boost of Charles cometh 
hyther ageynst you ; And yf it be soo, late vs ryde 
ayenst hym in bataylle to-gyder. And yf ye may, late 
hym be taken, and hange hys people, or brenne them, 28 
without ony mercy or pyte. And thenne after ye may 
caste out of your tour these glotons that kepe. it, and 
smyte of the heed of Fyerabras, thy sone, that aydeth 
them." Whan the admyral ballant had herde Sorty- 32 

ijaian is per- brant, consyderyng* hys affectyon, humbly he retomed 

rjaded and . j i. i * •* 

repenta. (4.068) to mahou, purposyng* to do as ne nad sayd . 

' i iiij, back, ool. 2. 
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% How the peres of Praunce were assaylled' 

more strongely than euer they were, And' 

the toure quasi put to therthe, and' recom- 

4 forted' by the holy relyques, by them 

adoured, and other niaters : capitulo x 

Ortybrant prayed? soo moche thadmyral, <fe with 
hym the olde kyng* Coldroe tempested? hym, & 
8 brullant de mommyere, that for thyniurye that he had? 
doon to Mahon tofore them al he sfiolcJ make amendes. 
The admyral beyng content for their ^affectyon, sware Baianhurabie« 
that he sholcJ encreace Mahon, ancJ Augment of a thou- gods, 
1 2 sancJ wey^t, after their custome, of fyn golcJ and other and promises 

. - , * -, them gifts. (4966) 

precyosytees. And? anone dycJ do sowne trompettes 
and other Instrumentes, at the sowne of whome were 
assembled sarasyns Innumerable, al armecJ. AncJ the 

16 admyral maad? to bryngo hys engynes for to throwe He orders batfpr- 
grete stones at the tour, for to brynge it doun, and? also brougin up 
for to destroye the frensshe men & hys doughter. Ancf ^^g) * ^^**^' 
thus, more feruent than euer he had been, cam for 

20 tassayle the toure, an(J laye theyr engynes therto ; wyth 

whych the paynyms made fyue grete hooles in the Fivejn^at 
toure, that thurgh the leste myght passe a carte at his made in tiie waii. 

(4987) 

ease, whan thys was doon, Olyuer & Eolland', wyth 
24 theyr sheldes tofore them, and? theyr swerdes in theyr 
hondes, stode in the wyndowes, ancJ yet they were not 
800 hardy emonge them but that they were abasshecJ, 
not wythstondyng* they hacJ good? wylle to defende Poinndand 
28 them. Alway hym that they myght attayne with towe*r weii." 
stones or other thynges, they soo hurte hym that he 
dycJ them nomore hurt ne damage. This doyng*, thad- 
myral cryecF : " my f i endes and? subgettes, doo youi 
32 deuoyr to brynge to the erth thys toure ; For yf ye so 
do, ye shal haue my loue entyerly. And after I shal 



' i V. 
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180 THE FnENCu drive the saracexs back, and repair breaches. 



Balan tlirentens 
his danghter. 



The Saracens 
swarm in at t he 
breaches. (5011) 



Roland cheers on 
the French 
knights. 



Oliver proposes a 
sally. {,wm) 



Floripas encour- 
ages them, (uU.S9) 



and they drive 
the Sainicens 
back. 



and stop up the 
breaches. 



^make Florypes the putayne to deye stiamefully in a 
brennyng* fyre, for s£e hath wel deseruod it, doyng* to 
me the dysfeonour that euery man knoweth.*' If After 
tliese wordes the paynyms were more feruent than they 4 
hacJ ben tofore, & surmounted by strengthe, scaled 
the toure, and mounted vp, and entred in at holes, in 
suche wyse that the x barons helde not but f* last 
stage that was. Rolland seyng* tliys, sayd to them: 8 
" lordes &■ brethern ! in thoiiour of god our maker, late 
V8 wyth one courage here vs valyauntly, ellys we shal 
not passe thys day, but that we shal be surprysed, 
taken, and deffeated." " Brother & felowe," sayd 12 
Olyuer, "we been here of vs x, as longe as it sfeal 
please our creatour, & we been al good fyghtars. In 
the name of God, I counceyl that we yssue oute for to 
assay le our enemyes. I had leuer to dye there withoute, 16 
and suflfre to be hewen, than to deye here wythin wyth 
dyshonour." Ogyer the danoys, and the other, sayd 
semblably. Florypes, seeyng* thys, was al abasshed, 
andl demaunded the barons yf they wold goo out for to 20 
goo assaylle the paynyms, & sayd to them : " ye noble 
knyghtes of honour & of good partye, I praye to god 
that at this tyme yeue you grace to doo wel. And I 
promyse you ^yf ye put them oute from thys assaulte, I 24 
shal she we to you a thyng wherof ye sfeal be loyefuL" 
wyth tho wordes^ the barons goo smyte and hewe doun 
the turkes so vygorously, that many of them were dede 
<fe hurt whych were in the holes of the walle, & smote 28 
them wyth stoones in the tour, in suche wyse that they 
were caste in to the dyches and drowned. And anone 
as they had goten thoo holes, they stopped them & faste 
enclosed them, and after florypes axed? fyrst of naymes 32 
due of bauyere, & of Thyerry due of Ardayne, and 
sayd : " Lordes, on a tyme ye promysed me, and sware, 
that ye shold not do ony thyng ayenst my wylle. I 
' i V, col. 2. * i V, back. ' orig. thordes. 
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"vvyl sfeewe to you the crowne of Ihesus, & two of the 
nayles that he was nay led with to the crosse, whyche I 
haue long kept." The barons heryng< thys, wepte for 
4 loye, & sworen to hyr that they shold? do no thynge to 
hyr, but al loyalte and? trouthe. Florypes wente thenne Fioripas brings 

out the sacred 

and? fette a lytel coffre, moche ryche & fayre, and? tof ore reUos, (5045) 
them she opened? it ; & assone as the relyques were taken 
8 & vnwounden, there was seen a grete clerenes and a 
meruayllous resplendysshour. 

Thenne the barons kneled doun to the erthe, de- 
uoutely smytyng' them self on their brestes by con- 
12 trycyon of hert. Due Naymes ^of bauyere was the which the knights 

* kiss with great 

fyrst that kyssecJ them wyth grete reuerence, & the reverence. (5052) 

other after, & after came to the wyndowes, For the 

paynyms were mounted on hye. And? assone as they At the sight of 

16 sawe them, they tombled? doun to y grounde, dede, & al saracensfaii 
to-broken. Whan ^N'aymes sawe that, he sayd : " the waiis. (5065) 
lord? god? of glory e, whyche mayst do al thynge, I thanke 
the, & gyue to the lawde & praysyng, For now I see 

20 wel and? knowe that these ben the reliques of whome we 
haue ofte spoken." AncP Incontynent he took hardy nes 
and courage, and? after sayd to hys felawes : " Brethern, 
now we be recomfortecJ, so that we shal neuer fere ne 

24 doubte paynyms ne sarasyns." And? after, Florypes 
remysed? the relyques in the coffret honestly. Thad- 
myral sawe the prynces at the wyndowes, & hys dough- Baian sees his 

daugliter at a 

ter wyth them ; & he, ful of a fals entencyon, escryecJ window and 
28 hyr wyth an hye voys, by cause he wold? be vnder- threatens her. 
stonden : " florypes, fayr doughter, I see wel where 
thou art. A grete fool was thy fader whan he trustee? 
the, & ful of folysshe counceyl was he that put in thyn 
32 hande, by the moyen of thy lawgage, the fyrst pryson- 
ers. I haue herde say longe sythe, that a man that 
trusteth in a woman, of thyng of Importaunce, is a moche 
fooL but neuertheles thy puterye shal 2 not endure 
' i V, back, col. 2. * i vj. 



H2 Itli: ¥fiK:H'M tlllUtW TIfK MAIiACeX ifXJlJi AT TUyAH AWAILANTH. 

hnt,'t*f jiH J triwf^f, For I Hwart: i/) tlMitliat I Hlial d^fj^arte 

lti<; lotjf; iliut iii'/ii lia'^t wyth i)if5 g]ot<;nH of Frauncey 

/k wyth/HiUj pyUj I nlial doo hnsiiiio you al." FloryjK3« 

ri'/n(r«iiifiir«'4f^ri« Ii<'nJ« tli<;H<5 wonJ<;H, A: took a )>fiMtr>ii in her lioiide, Sc 4 

'i^ji; iiia<l<} a Mygn<5 fiM iliou^h Hiio hivf uitiXuwAnf nyr fadfir ; 

wli<?rf<;nj tJiadinyral, M<;(;yiij(< that, Ixrf^an t^) H^jwne to 

Ti.« MMr«/'fn« ^imIh) UyH unuhif iiiuJf (utumMwUu}! U) HtioUi & ]()H(i the 

MtHiiiii Nfwi M liiHirnuuiuUiH ayfjimt tho U^uro, in Hticho wyHO that anone 8 

wn\i\muii,ui,u a gHitis partyi) of tho waJlo wiih ouitrtlirowcn to therthe. 



; 



Thi^niuj thM baro/iH doubtijd inocho of th^jin vixm the 
walifi. And f^;IIan(?, Olyntir, andt O^ycr ^A'tint in to a 
cJiamht'it, whurf} an w<;ro Mahon, Appolyn, Teimagaunte, 12 
Aj Marj^otti', j^odddM of th« J'aynymH, whyche were 
Tim fwiriiiiM niocho rycho. And" UolhuK? took Appolyn whyche 

Him MNrNiiHii MmIn •. i . 

hmiiiUmiim, (ftiiM; waH iKMiy, antF tlirnwo it vpon tiiu I'aynyniH : Olyuer 

lyfti^ vj) t<)i'niit)(auiiU^ Sc Ogyi^r Margotto, am? Btnote 16 
wyth thoin thn HaraHyiiM, in Mtusho wyHo tliat thorn that 
they attayno(F dy(F thoni nonor hurto after. 

Whan thadinyral Huwe thuH hiu goddes vytupored 
an<F throwen, he took Huche angre and bo greto yre in 20 

iiuinn MwoMiiN hyM eouhigo, that for Morowt) he tomhhsd doun as a dedo 

wUli iniiu, iiillT) 

man to im erthe, Horty lirant, with mociio sorowo, took 
hyin v|), ancF many wepte Si made groto munolacyon for 
Horowi^ and afti«r thadniyral flayd : ** hirdes ^ frondes, 24 
he Hhal eiuu' he my frendo & speeyal hylouod, ]pni wyl 
iidiienge th(t ntiame that tlieue gh)t()//H hauo doon to my 
gnihh^M." Hortyhrawt tiyd* grete payne to recomforte 
hym, Hayeng' that in nllort tynie 1)0 nliohl bo auonged 28 
u\\ them all ^'mihmi that the toure Ih broken in moo than 
Nii«t ntfMiii NiMiHii XV mrtyi^H." "() Mahon,'* eayiB the admyral, "thou 
hjwt wel lorgoten me ; at tlie mooat nede thou fayllcst 
me : thou arte now «o olde that thou dotost. I hauo soon 32 
tht^ day that fou liadde«t gn>te puysaaunco.** IF Sorty- 
wtiviUM-nnt brunt anHuehU : ** Syr, ye hauo an euyl cuatomo, whan 

<»un * ye apeke ao euyl ayt»nat ^Iah(»n. Yo knowo wel that 

' I vJ. wl 2. 
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there was neuer borne, ne neuer sbal be, so good a god : 
he gyueth vs plente ^ of whete, of wyn, aadf of other 
goodes also ; he shal doo for ys whan he hath by thought 
4 hym. he is yet euyl contente for the stroke that ye 
smote hym on the nose. Abyde a lytel tyl he be better and begs him to 

have patience. 

aduysed, And the frensshe men shal yelde them vnto 
you 800 that ye shal holde you pleased." Vpon these 
8 wordes Mahon was broughte tofore hym, And a deuyl a faiw devu, 

_ . _ under the form of 

entred in to hym, whyche sayd m thys manere after jiahoun, 
that he had adoured hym : " Admyral, ryche lord, ne 
dyscomfort you not: do sowne your trompettes & urwa Baian to 

renew the 

12 homes, ^and assemble your peple, & after assaylle the ansanit, 

promising him 

toure; and at thys tyme ye shal take the Frensshe success. (5uo) 
men." wyth these wordes thadmyral was al reioyced, Baian is delighted, 

and orders his 

and alle thengynes and Instrumentes he dyd do sette men up again. 
1 6 ayenst the tour, and threwe stones and maad grete shotte 
ageynst the toure, whyche was thenne al to-broken, and 
almoost al ouerthrowen, The peres of Fraunce seyng* 
thys, had grete doubte of daunger, and not wythout The French are 

almost in despair, 

20 cause. Neuertheles, Ogyer the danoys sayd to hys 

felawes : " loyal companyons, replenysshed of fy- but are comforted 

by Ogier, (5171) 

delyte, Forony payne or doubte of deth emonge vs, late 
none be founde wyth ony treason, ne suffre to entre in 

24 to hym ony euyl thought of Infydelyte and coward yse. 
ye tee now fat the tour gooth to grou7ide, And almoost 
these sarasyns be medled wyth vs. But as touchyng* 
to me, I swere by god my maker, that tofore my soule 

28 shal departe fro my body, yf I haue the puyssaunce to 
holde in my hande Cortayn my swerde, I shal make so 
grete a dyscomfyture of these paynyms, that euery man 
shal meruaylle." With these wordes Holland byhelde 

32 durandal ; and Olyuer, with eueryche of the other, by- 
helde theyr swerdes, & were alle renewed wyth strengthe 
and courage. And al wyth one wylle goon vpon the and they drive 
^sarasyns, and there dyd suche dylygence, that alle- back again. 
* orig, plcute. * i vj, back. ' i vj, back, col. 2, 
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waye they were lordes of the toure, & made the sara- 
syns theyr enemyes to goo abacke. Florypes, consyder- 
yng< theyr afFayre, was sorowful that no socours com to 
hem, aniB also remembryng* the menaces of hyr fader 4 
had my rail. But Guye of bourgoyn recomforted? hyr 
alwaye, in suche wyse, that of al she was contente. 

% How the peres of Praunce had' tydynges 
of^ thoost of charles, and' the admyral also ; 8 
and' how Ganellon bare hym merueyllously, 
which allone was sente to the admyral, and' 
what he dyd' : capitulo x[i] 

THe Frensshe men beyng' in thys contynuel payn 12 
of bataylle for to defende Jj* toure, Due Naymes of 
bauyere went vp on hye, and! sawe oute of a wyndowe, 
& sawe bynethe in a valeye the sygne of saynt denys, 
whyche was brought hastely, & after, a grete companye 16 
of men of armes : AncP thought in hym self that they 
came for to socour and? ayde them, and? anone sent 
for hys felawes for to come & see them. Assone as 
Florypes vnderstood? it, she came to Guy of bourgoyn, 20 
sayeng: "0 gloryous ^vyrgyn marie, mpder of Ihesus, 
worshypped? mote ye be for these tj'^dynges that I haue 
herde ! noble knyght, guye of bourgoyn, my dere 
loue, approche ye to me yf it playse you, and? kysse 24 
Of the loye of Florypes, were loyeful the erles 



Naymes from a 
window sees 
Charles and his 
army coming. 
(6207) 



Floripas thanks 
God for the news, 
(5228) 



and they all> 
rejoice. 



me. 



A messenger 
tells Bftlan that 
the French army 
is coming. (52a>l) 



and lordes, ye may thynke that they were wel com- 
forted? whan they sawe the standard of fraunce, wherin 
was the dragon wel fygurecJ. Grete loye and grete 28 
consolacion was emonge them, & they had? cause, seen 
the daunger wherin they were. Anone a paynym cam 
to thadmyral, & sayd? to hym, that Charles wyth an 
hondred thousand? men of armes came makyng* grete 32 
bruyt. The kynge Coldroe counceylled? anone that 



• oriff. yf. 



1 vij. 
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euery man sfiolcJ be armed, and that they sholcf goo 
mete wyth hym at the fyrst poynte. Hys counceyl 
was approued? by thadmyral and? by thother. Wher- 
4 fore anone L thousand turkes were assembled? in He sends 50,000 

men to meet 

grete poynte for to kepe the grete vale of losue, to them, 
thende that he myght not come in to Aygremore. 
RoUand sawe Rycbard? of Normandye wyth hys con- 
8 fanon reysed? vp, whycbe came al afore : and? alle 
taryed? in a medowe for to bayte and refresshe theyr The Pi-ench 

__ bivouac for the 

horses, ana to tarye there al the nyght, whyche was nigiit. (5251) 
nyghe. And? wythoute makyng lodgyses or other 

12 thynge, they ^ there rested them al nyght. For theyr 
tentes were lefLe at mantryble. On the mome erly, the 
Emperour dy(J do arme his peple, & sette them in good? 
araye, and in grete poynte, Ant$ after sente for Fyera- 

16 bras, and sayd to hym : "Ryght dere frende, thou in the morning 

Oiftrlos tolls 

knowest that I haue doo the be baptyse(J, wherfore I Fiembras that if 
loue the the better, yf thou my3test pourchace and baptised'he shau 
make that thy fadre be baptysed^, and renye Mahon Jngdom. (5268) 

20 and al hys dyabolike goddes, I shold be wel glad? and 
loyous. An(J I promyse to the, that of al hys goodes 
I shal not take a peny. Anct yf he wyl not so do, I 
promyse that by force I shal fyght ayenst hym ; & yf 

24 he take harme, wyte it not me, ne conne me noo maulgre, 
for I may not lette it." " Syr Emperour," sayd Fy era- 
bras, " t'ake a messager, ancJ late hym demaunde hym, Fierabras advises 
yf he wyl soo doo as ye say, and I shal be content, messenger to his 

28 For yf he gaynsaye it I shal neuer praye for hym, ne 
haue pyte of hym, though I see hym hewen and deye." 
Hereupon charles demaunded? Eeyner and rychard of 
Normandye, whyche were his nexte counceyllours, and 

32 sayd to them : " Lordes, whome seme you moost pro- 
pyce for to sende on thys message to the Admyrall ] 
By myn aduys, ganellon shold be good therfore, yf he ciiaries propoeei 
wold, for to recounte & speke hooly thys ^ message. I (5288) 
* i vij, col. 2. ' i vij, back. 
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knowe hym for wel suffysaunt, & ye kaowe wel that he 

dyd wel hys deuoyr at the eutre of mantryble. yf ye 

Bichard approves wyl consente, he sbal doo the message." Hychardf 

of tltis, 

answerdf, and Reyner also, that he shold doo wel the 4 
and Charles sends message. The kyng* sente for ganellon, antl saydf to 

for Gianelon 

hym : " My frende, we haue chosen you for to goo say 
and gives him to thadmyral Ballant that he be baptysed & renye 

his instructions. 

(6*91) mahon, & that he take Ihesu Cryste fur hys god, & 8. 

that he byleue in hym, & in hys pasayon that he suf- 
frecJ for al humayn creatures ; & after, that he yelde to 
me my barons, w^hyche he holdeth in hys prysou, & 
also the relyques that longe tyme I haue demaunded of 12 
hym. & yf he wyl do this, we shal leue to hym hys 
contreye & hys landes : & yf he wyl doo otherwyse, we 
shal make to hym mortal warre, and shal take of hym 
no mercy." Ganellon was contente for to goo thyder 16 

Ganeionarms allone. And took & sette on his helme, & mounted 

himself, »_. i 

and starts. (5307) vpon ms hors, named gascon, and henge on hys necke 
his shelde, wherein was paynted the lyon, & after went 
in to the vale of losue haately. and anone he was 20 
taken of the turkes that kept the passage ; but whan 
they knewe that he was a messager for to speke to 
thadmyral, they troubled hym not, but lete hym goo, 

He ri'ies up to & he taryed ^not tyl that he came tofore thabytacyon of 24 

(MM) * thadmyral, & he lente vpon his spere with a knyghtly 
countenau?ice, & moche resembled a baron of grete 
valure, for to say wel hys message, whan thadmyral 
knewe of his comyng*, he came to hym. And thenne 28 
Ganellon spake hardy ly to hym in this manere ; " Sara- 

and delivers iiis syu, take hedc & vudcrstoudc me : I am a messager of 

mess ige to the , iiiii f e o ii -ii 

Saltan, (5825) the uoole charles, kyng of iraunce & ryght myghty 

Emperour, & he sendeth the worde by me, that thou 32 
renye and forsake Mahon & thyn other goddes dya- 
bolyke, & byleue in Ihesu cryst, the redemptour of al 
the worlde, whyche took on hym human yte, and sufi&ed 

' i vij, back, col. 2. 
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deth, cruel & bytter, in the tree of tlie^ crosse, for 
to redeme al the world?. & yf thou so do, thou art 
assure($ not onely [not] to deye, & also not to lese thy 
4 londe, ne none of thy gooc?, but thou shalt alwaye be 
byloued of hym, & of Fyerabras thy sone. and yf thou calling on him to 

. become Chrislian 

wylt not accorde herto, & withstande it, knowe for cer- on pain of death, 
tayn, that of Charles thou art deffyed, & al thy people. 
8 & yf thou wylt saue thy self, thynke to flee ancf wyth- 
drawe the fro thys contreye ; For yf thon may Be taken? 
and? holden, thou shalt be delyuercJ to daungerous deth,. 
and? alle tliy subgettes shal be dysmembred & slayn, 

12 & after, he shal gyue thy royame and thy rychesses to 
his ^seruauntes. Therfore aduyse the wel." Whan thad- 
myral had herde hym, he was almoost in a rage of hys Baian, in a rage, 
wordes, and? by destresse of angre he took a staffe for threatens him 

16 to smyte the messager, and say (J to hym: " Gloton (5S43) 
payllar(J ! thou art dysmesured? in thy langage. by 
mahon, to whome I am yeuen, at thys tyme thou hast 
be ouer hardy, & lytel loued the, Charles, whan he sente 

20 the to me. For thou shalt be wel sure that thou shalt 
neuer recounte to hym tliy message." Ganellon, seyng* 
that he was not wel sure wyth them, he took hys Oaneion draws 
swerde, whyche was heuy & sharpe, & gaf wythal a cuts down 

24 stroke to brullant of mo?nmyere in the breste, that he " *" • 
ouerthrewe & fyl at the feet of the admyrall, whyche 
seyng that, escryed moche strongely tauenge hym. 
Thenne wyth thys voys assembled moo than fyfty Baian caiis on 

28 thousancJ turkes, for to take Ganellon, whyche ranne Ganeion, 
after hym thurgh the vale of losue ; but he escaped? but he rides ctr 

and escapes. 

them al, and was not taken. Due Isaymes was at a {sawy 
wyndowe, anct sawe hym chaced, & demaunded? Kolland 
32 & Olyuer what he was ; & they knewe for certayn that 
he w£is crysten, and by piesumyng* made emonge them 
they ludged that it was Ganellon that had spoken to Tiie knights in 

tlie tower 

thadmyral. II " Alas ! " saycJ Holland, " I praye to recognira wm. 

I . ,,, o . ... (6871) 

* oriff. ithe. ** i viij. 
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GANBLON SLATS TWO OP HIS PURSUERS. [iL iii. 11. 



Ghinelon turns on 
hid pursuers. 



and slays two of 
them. (6385) 



Oliver sees tliis 
feat. 



and wishes he 
were with him. 
(5395) 

The Saracens 
pursue OaiieloQ 



till they see the 
army of CUai-les. 



Ihesus our redemour that he graunte ^hym grace to 
passe wel without daunger. I sRivl be euyl content yf 
he come not to his good? desyre." II The other barons 
sayden semblably, & prayed god to kepe hyni fro peryl. 4 
Ganellon ran alwaye forth tyl he came to the toppe of 
a montayne, and there he torned hym ayenst the 
Paynyms, & sawe corny ng to hym a grete paynym of 
the cyte of Aygremore. and? anoiie he took hys swerde 8 
named murgall, nioche trenchaunte, & atteyned? the 
paynym vpon the helme, and clefte hym to the breste : 
And after, he slewe Tenebre, whyclie was broder of 
kyng* Sortybrant. Olyuer sawe al hys feat, and sayd 12 
to Holland : " Brother, beholde the valyaunce that thys 
baron dooth ; I praye god that he conserue hym. And? 
wete ye wel that in my hert I loue hym. Saue you & 
charles, I loue none better. Now wold god that I 16 
were in hys companye, I shold? make grete marterdom 
on these Pt\ynyms." Neuertheles he was stro/^gely 
chaced of the paynyms. But whan they sawe the 
boost of Charles, they retorned aback, and wente & 20 
tolde the affayre to thadmyral, & how Charles had moo 
than an hondred thousand fyghtyng* men. wherfore 
they couwceylled that euery man shold arme hym, & 
that counceyl was approued. but whan sortybrant 24 
^knewe that hys broder was dede, he made to come an 
Innumerable companye of sarasyns, tauenge his deth in 
menacyng to do harm to Charles. Of hys entencyon 
was moche glad thadmyral, by cause he myght the better 28 
come to hys desyre. 

% How Charles emperour ordeyned' ten 
bataylles, and how they dyd' & were 
recountred' of the puyssaunce of the 32 
admyral, where as themperour dyd' mer- 
uaylles, and' of other maters : capitulo xij 



* 1 viij, col. 2. 
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WHan Ganellou was comen to kyng^ Charles, 
themperour ordeyned x bataylles after that 
4 Ganellon hacJ tolde hys message, whyche was suche : 
'* Syr emperour, I say to you that thadaiyral ne fereth Oaneion reporti 
you ne your dedes, ney ther god ne hys sayntes. I was message to 
wel happy that I escaped?. For I haue been chacecJ 
8 wyth XX thousand sarasyns. after that thadmyral wold 
haue had me, & after these wordes, I slewe one of theyr 
kynges." wherfore he was praysed of the kyng & other. 
AncJ anone they sownecJ homes ancJ trompettes, & was who divides his 

1 2 open warre on alle partes m thoost of Charles. Kol- divisions, and 
lancJ herde the sowne, and the voys of ^the frensshe battle. (5468) 
hoost, wherof he and al the barons were al reioyced & 
made goocJ chyere. whan the ij hoostes recountred, al 

16 the contrey shone of theyr armes, ther were so many of 
them, after, as I haue sayd? tofore, kyng charles made 
ten bataylles : In the fyrst, he ordey necJ RycharcJ of Richard leads the 
Normandy e ; Due Reyner of genes hacJ the second?, 

20 Ganellon the thyrcJ, Alory the fourth, Geffroy the 
fyfthe, Machayre the vj, Hardre the seuenth, Amangius 
the viij, Sampson the ix, AncJ of the ten the was con- and charies 

. himself the rear. 

duytour charles the kyng^. & in eche bataylle were x (5457) 
24 thousand' men of armes wel fyghtyng atte leste. Whan 
Ballant the admyral sawe the kyng* comyng*, he saycJ 
to brullant, " who shal be the fyrst that shal entre in Baian wds 

Bruillant to attack 

to bataylle with an hondrecJ thousana paynyms; the French first 
28 & sayd that yf he took Charles, he shold not slee them (5459) * 
ne fyerabras, for he wold after smyte of theyr heedes. 
& vpon thys poynte the warre was open, & Brullant 
began to goo a grete bowedrau3t tofore the other, and? Bmiiiant rides out 
32 began to crye " haro ! haro ! where is charles themper- charies. (6471) 
our wyth his euyl chere 1 loo ! I come to the ! thou 
hast enterprysed? a grete folye whan thou passest the 
see, & ouer late thou shalt repente the. On thys day 

* i viij. back, col. 2. 
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THE FRENCH FORCE THE PASS OF JOSHUA. [ll. ill 12. 



Charles charKOt 
afchim. 



and Rlays him, 
(5485; 



and afterwards 
many more of the 
Rararens. ^5196) 



Tenebres, a 
JBaracen king, 
makes great 
havoc amongst 
the French, 
(6628) 



but is himself 
slain by Bicl>ard. 



The French force 
the pass, 
and approach 
BaUn's division. 
(6563) 



sfeal be tlie eude of thy lyf ancJ of thy subgettes lyf. 
And ^wythoute faulte thou shalte be yolden to thad- 
myral, & alle thy contreye shal be destroyed!." Them- 
perour herde wel these wordes ; wherfore alle in a furye 4 
he lete renne hys hors, & came ageynst the paynym, <fe 
attaynecJ hym in suche wyse that hys hamoys brake, 
andl after, he drewe hys swerde, anrt neuer lefte hym 
tyl he was dede. fro thetis with his spere he came to a 8 
turke kynge of pyetrelee, and smote hym in the breste 
that he fyl deed to the erthe. and whan his spere was 
broken, he dyd grete deuoyr with loyouse hys swerd ; 
for hym that he attayned, dyd neuer hurte after. At 12 
that tyme he bare hym meruayllously, that one of the 
hooates medled eche wyth other in suche wyse that 
there was neuer seen warre so mortal, for they that 
were lyuyng were lette by them that were dede. 16 
Thenne emonge the paynyms there was a turke, named 
Tenebres, which cam makyng* grete bruyt vpon the 
frensshe men, and attayned fyrst the noble lehan of 
pouw-tayse vpon his shelde, and brake it in pyeces, & 20 
smote hym thurgh the body that he fyl deed to the 
erthe ; and after drewe hys swerde, & put to deth 
huon, and guernyer thauncyen, and after sayd to the 
frensshe men that on that day Charles and hys sub- 24 
gettes had loste theyr myght. Rychard of ^I^ormandye 
had desspyte of hys wordes, & came ageynste hym, & 
attayned hym so daungerously that he brake his haw- 
berke, and brake his shelde in quarters, & so smote 28 
hym, that he fyl doun deed wythout ony more reproch- 
yng* & sayeng euyl wordes. & after, by force of 
strengthe they passed the vale of losue, & came and 
fonde thadrayral wyth alle hys puyssaunce, whyche 32 
was accompanyed wyth iiij kynges crowned, -& wyth 
an CM fyghtyng* men, as wel a horsback as a fote. 
Anone a messager came to the admyral, & tolde hym 
* k j. ' k j, col. 2. 
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how bruUant his brother was dede, andf many in hys 
companye. Thenne he sente for tempest, hys neuewe, 
& for Sortybrant of conymbres, his moost specyal 
4 frendes, <fe said to them : " My barons and? trewe 
fre/zdes, yf euer ye haue loued me, & haue entencion 
to do me playsyr, Doo so moche that ye fynde charles 
the kyng*. For I wyl goo to hym, and haue concluded Baian determines 

^O Sfi^k out* ftHll 

8 in my self to fyght in my persone ayenst hys persone ; ent^age charies in 
& sythe I shal deye ones, it suffyseth me that I myght 
slee hym, & thenne shal I be contente to deye, yf I 
deye after. For I retche not yf I aduenge me or I 
12 deye." Sortybrant & many other, consyderyng' thastate 
of thadmyral, bygonnen to wepe for pyte in comfortyng* 
hym. 

^% How in thysbataylle folowyng', Sortybrant 

16 was slayne by Reyner, fader of Olyuer, 

and after how thadmyral dyd' meruaylles 

and' grete ennoye to the frensshe men : 

capitulo xiij 

20 1'^ AUant thadmyral rode vpon an hors, the beste 
rennyng of alle the contreye, ryght wel armed?, 
and it was black e as a more, & hym self was grete 
of body, well membred, & ha(J hys berde hangyng* to 

24 the sad el, whyche was whyte as snowe. & after dyd do 

sowne hys tromi)ettes & homes tassemble his boost, & a <?enerai engnge- 
made the archers to goo by fore, whyche coude wel shote "**" «»»"««» 
wyth bowes turquoys, & al furyously that one ayenst 

28 the other goo shote, and make mortal warre, so that the 

shotte flewe in thayer thycker than hayl. So moche and the siaqgiuer 

18 iinineuse* 

people was there slayn that the wayes were empesshed (ssie; 
& lette by dede bodyes. The Duke Reyner passedf 
32 thurgh forth, & the fyrst that he encountred was Reyner attack! 
kyng Sortybrant, & gaf to hym a grete stroke with- sortibrant. 
out faynyng, that hys shelde auaylled? hym not ; hya 

' k j, back. 
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BALAN PERFORMS GREAT DEEDS OF VALOUR. [jl. ill. 13. 



Balan grieves 
over the death of 
Sortibrant. 



He charges into 
the French, 

and slays Huon of 
BJilan and 20 
ulhers. (5574) 



Ganelon and his 
friendii make 
great slaughter of 
the Saracens. 



Mile's horse is 
killed by Balan, 



bat he is rescoed 
by QaneloQ. 



hauberk al to-brake, so that he made his spere to plonge 
and? bayne in hys body soo depe, that he abode there 
deec? lyke a beest ; & after, wyth hys swerde made so 
grete murdre & slaughter of the fals turkes, fat it was 4 
^meruaylle. Anone the admyral knewe the deth of 
Sorty brant, wherof he was almoost oute of hys wytte 
in a rage, and? sythe sayd? : " Soitybrant, my special 
frende, I see wel now that I shal be auenged yf I 8 
venge not thy deth." with thyse wordes he niaad? his 
hors to renne vpon f® frenssh men so despytously that 
whorae he attaynecJ he put to deth, and? came to huon 
of myllan, <fe slewe hym. thenne he dycJ grete dom- 12 
mage, and fought that tyme so strongely, that he put to 
deth wel seuen frensshe men & xiiij Normans moche 
valyantly, sayeng* : H " ye vnhappy frensshe men, I 
shal now make you knowe that thadmyral of spayne is 16 
comen. in this day shal thoost of frauwce be destroyed, 
& shal neuer repayre home ageyn in to fraunce. I 
shal lede awaye with me the kynge Charles with his 
florisshed herd, & I shal do hange or brenne hym, & 20 
also with hym, Holland & Olyuer, & their felowes." & 
with these wordes the paynems enhardyed? them in 
suche wyse J?at th»^y dycV gretely theyr deuoyr ayenst 
the frensshe men. At this medle the counte ganellon, 24 
haldre, alory, & geffroy daulteuyle, & fat lygnage, dyd 
gretely theyr deuoyr ancJ bare them wel. For in a shorte 
space by them were slayn moo than a M paynyms. 
Thadmyral, moost valyaunt of the sarasyns, ^attayned? 28 
tlie counte myllon by hys helme, that almoost he had 
abyden in the place, and with a stroke thadmyral smote 
of hys hors hede that he fyl to the erthe. and? after he 
took hym, & layecJ hym tofore hym, for to haiie born 32 
hym awaye, but the lygnage of ganellon saued hym, 
notwythstondyng* that many of theym were iilayn and? 
dede. Neuertheles the fiensshe men surmounted the 
' k j, back, col. 2. ' k ij. 
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paynyms, ancJ that was by the ayde of fyerabras, which 
for loue of Charles dyd? fyght, ancJ made grete dys- 
comfyture of the sarasyns. for there he put to deth 
4 Tempeste, and the olde Rubyon, and? moo than fyfty Pierabras slays 

.1 « .1 . o 1 , •. more than 50 

other 01 these mastyns myscreauntes. & he there bare Saraoens. 
hym in suche wyse that there was not one persone that 
durst come tofore hym to resyste hym. 

8 ^ How the peres of Fraunce whyche were in 
the toure came oute whan they sawe the 
hoost, & how thadmyral was taken & 
holden prysonner : capitulo xiiij 

IHe paynyms & frensshe men,.alwaye perseuer- 
yng in mortal bataylle, coude not make thende, 
eche one of other, For the multytude of the pay- 
nyms was so grete that they my3t not be dyscomfyted. 
16 Whan ^the barons that we're in the tour sawe the fayt, The French 
& that they that kepte the toure were goon to the the battle, saiiy 
socours and crye of thadmyral, they sprange out, & eche ^^'^^Z'"" 
took an hors of them fat were dede, which ranne at al **"^ ^^^ 
20 aduenture ; and eche also took his swerde in his bond, 
& sodeynly cam vpon the sarasyns for to passe thurgh 
them to the frensshe hoost, & made so grete bruyt that charge the sara- 

cons fkiid forcB 

the moost hardyest of the paynyms gaf them waye, & their way throngu 
24 lete them passe, ancJ in especyal rolland, for where ho ^™' ^ 
smote with durandal, cam neuer after tofore hym. & at 
thys departyng* was derly recomanded guy of bourgoyn 
of florypes, for she had fere of hym. Neuertheles, whan 
28 they were assemble(J wyth the other, wythoute letyng 
them to be knowen, went vpon the sarasyns, & helde 
them soo short that anone they slewe them in suche wyse 
pat the other put them to flyght : for there was neuer scattering them 
32 larke fledde more ferfully tofore p® sperhawke than the the hawk, (ssso) 
sarasyns fledde tofore rolland?. Thadmyral knewe wel 

' k ij, col. 2. 
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194 BALAN IS TAKEN PRISONER, AND THE SARACENS PUT TO FLIOHT. 



Balan invokes his 
god Mahoii (5569) 



with threats. 



He is unhorsed 
and taken 
prisoner, (6647) 



and the battle 
ends. (6681) 



There is gr^t 
rejoicing over the 
safety of the 
knights. (5670) 



The army rests 
some days to 
recruit their 
■trength. 



hys destructyon by the comyng* of the peres that were 
in f® toure, & cryecJ wyth an h[y]e voys : " mahon, my 
god, to whome I haue gyuen my self, andf haue doon to 
so moche honour, thou hast forgoten^ me ! Eemembre 4 
me now ! IF For and euer I may gete the, I sfeal bete the 
bo the flankes, ^hede & vysage, and also put out thyn eyen, 
fals recreaunt god? that thou art.** he thus sayeng*, he 
was so pursyewed and smyton that he fyl doun vnder 8 
his hors, and was taken, and? not slayn, at the request of 
hys sone fyerabras, to thende that he ^old be aduysedf 
to byleue in Ihesu cryst, & in the holy Trynyte, & 
bycome crysten, & al his contreye. Thenne the bataylle 12 
took an ende ; and? he that wold? not be conuerted? was 
incontynent put to deth. Somme fledde, and somme 
were taken. Thenne after thys the Frensshe men 
wente & vnarmed them, & Charles sawe there hys 16 
barons whom he desyred so moche to see, & in especial 
his neuew roUand, & Olyuer, whom he loued so moche, 
& were so gretly valyaunt. It can not be sayd ne 
expressed the loye that was emonge them ; & the con- 20 
solacyon & reioycyng* of kyng* charles was Inestymable. 
Thenne they recounted alle thynges what were happend? 
to them, & of theyr daungers and leopardyes whiche 
they had escaped, & sorowes & lamentacions that they 24 
had endured, wherfore Charles and many other wept for 
pyte. And thys endured many dayes, there where as 
the hurt men & seek were heeled, & they that were 
hole passed theyr tyme in deduyte, . tryumphe, and 28 
loye. 



^% How ballant, thadmyrall, for ony admony- 
cyon that was shewed' to hym, wold not 
be baptysed, and how after, guy of hour- 32 
goyn espoused florypes, & was crowned 

* ori^, forygofen. ' k ij, back. ' k jj, back, col. 2. 
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kyng, and she quene of that contreye : 
capitulo XV 

Han Charles had al appeased, he took ballant charies sends for 

Balan,(5719) 

4 IM/ the admyral tofore hys noblesse, & sayd to 




hym in this maner : " ballant, al creatures 
resonable owen to gyue synguler honour & pertyculer 
loue to hym that hath gyuen to them beyng*, knowleche, 
8 & lyf, & it is wel requesyte & nedeful that he haue 
honour and reuerence that hath made heuen and erthe, 
& al that therein enhabyteth. Wherfore by good ryght 
he is superyour and abouen al; AncJ a grete abusyon and, declaring the 

12 is comprysed in hym which gyueth fayth andf hope idolatry, 
in that whyche he hath made wyth hys hondes, & of 
mater dede, Insensyble, and that hath neyther reson 
ne soule, as thy goddes dyabolyke, whyche may not 

16 ne can gyue consolacyon to theyr subgettes. Wher- 
fore I wame the for the heltbe of thy soule, and for the calls on him to 

forsake it^ 

preseruyng* of thy body & of thy goodes, that thou 
take awaye alle these Iniquytees and peruerse affectyons, 

20 & byleue in the holy Trynyte, fader, sone, ^and holy and to believe in 
ghoost, one onely god almyghty ; and byleue that the 
sone of god, for to repayre tho£fence of our formest fader 
adam, descended in to thys world, and took humanyte 

24 in the wombe of the blessed vyrgyn marie, whyche was 

al pure and wythoute spotte. And byleue in the and the articles of 

'^ , , , the Christian 

artycles of the fayth, and obeye and kepe hys comande- faith, 
mentes, which he hath gyuen to vs for our helth, and 
28 byleue how he was taken of the lewes, and by enuy He recounts 
hanged on the crosse for to redeme vs fro the paynes ion, resurrection, 

fi-ii-rtii- J *T. Aiid ascension, 

of heUe. Byleue hys resurrexyon and ascencyon in hys 
body gloryfyed, and the other thynges, as the holy 
32 baptesme whyche he hath establysshed, wyth the other and says that if 

he will be cm* 

sacramentes. & yf thou wylt thus byleue thou shalt verted, nothing 
be saued, & thou shalt neyther lose body ne goodes.'' from um. (5722) 

1 kiy. 
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196 BALAN SPITS IN THE FONT, AND NEARLY DROWNS TURPIN. [ll.iii.l6. 



Balan swears he 
will never forsake 
Mahon. (5749) 



Charles threatens 
him with death. 
(5766) 

Fierabras inter- 
cedes for his 
fother, who 
a^rrees tobe 
baptised. (5788) 

The font is pre- 
pared, (5789) 



but Balan spits in 
it, and nearly 
kills the bishop, 
(6809) 



who is saved by 
O^er. 



Fierabras ag&in 
intercedes for 
Balan, (5813) 



bot Floripas urges 
Charles to put 
him to death at 
once. (5819) 



Thadmyral answerd? that he wold no thynge do so, ancJ 
sware that for deth ne for lyf he wolcJ not leue 
Mahon. Themperour holdyng* a naked swerd, saycJ to 
hym, that yf he forsoke not Mahon he shold do put 4 
hym to deth. Fyerabras, seyng* thys, kneled? doun to 
wherthe, & prayed hys fader to do as the emperour hacJ 
saydf. Thadmyral ferecJ the deth, & sayd that he was 
contente that the fonte shold he blessed?. Charles was 8 
glad, and dyd do make redy a fonte wyth ^fayr water in 
a f ayr vessel ; and the bysshop wyth other mynystres of 
the chyrche dy(J halowe the fonte, and made alle redy. 
& after, whan thadmyral was vncladde, the bysshop 12 
demaundecJ hym, sayeng* : " Syr ballant, forsake ye 
mahon, and crye ye mercy to god of heuen for yonr 
trespacesl ancJ byleue ye in Ihesu cryst, the sone of 
the vyrgyn marye? " whan thadmyral vnderstode these 16 
wordes, al hys body began to tremble, than, in despyte of 
Ihesus, he spjrtte in the fonte, an(} caught the bysshoop, 
& wold haue drowned? hym in the fonte, and? hacJ 
plongecJ hym therin, ne had not Ogyer haue been, 20 
whyche letted hym, & yet notwythstondyng, he gaf a 
grete stroke to thadmyral, that the bloocJ came oute of 
hys mouthe habondantly. Of thys were al abasshed? 
that were present ; ancJ thenne the kyng sayd to 24 
Fyerabras : " ye be my specyal frende, Ye see that your 
fader wyl neuer be crystenecJ, An(J also the oultrage that 
he hath doon to the fonte, it can not be excused but 
that he must be dede and dysmembred?." 28 

IF Fyerabras requyrecJ hym yet of a lytel pacyence, 
and yf he wold not amende hym, that thenne he shold 
doo hys wylle. 

IF Florypes, the doughter of the Admyrall, seeyng* 32 
thys, sayd : 

IF "0 Syr Emperour, wherfore ^delaye ye so moche 
to put thys deuyl to deth? I retche not though 



* k iij, col. 2. 



* k iij, back. 
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he be put to deth, so that I onely may haue guye 
of bourgoyne to myn husboncJ, "whom I haue so moche 
desyred/' Fyerabras answercJ : " fayr suster, ye haue Pierabraa re- 

. . ■ _ , 1 , proves her for her 

4 grete wronge. For I ensure you, and? swere by god unfliiai conduct, 
whiche hath made me, that I wold that I had lost 
two of my membres, on the condycyon that he were a 
good cristen man, & were baptysecJ and byleued in 

8 Ihesu Cryst. ye wote wel that he is our fader whiche 

hath engendred? vs j we ought to honour hym, and to 

loue hys helth. ye are wel obstynat whan ye haue of 

hym noo pyte." And? after in wepyng* saycJ to his 

12 fader : " moost dyer fader, I praye you to be better andimpiores hig 

• 1 111* 1. father to consent 

aduysed, and byleue in hym that hath fourmecJ you to be a chrisUan. 
to hys ymage, whyche is Ihesus, god souerayn, lyke as 
themperour hath sayd; and leue mahon, which hath 

16 neither wytte ne reason, ne noo thyng* is but gold & 
stones, wherof he is composed, yf ye thus do, ye shal 
do to vs grete loye, & of your enemyes ye shal make 
frendes." 

20 Ballant ansuerd : " fool & glouton that thou art, Baian caiis him a 

fool, and declares 

speke nomore to me therof, thou art al oute of resow ! he win never do 

so* (5843) 

I shal neuer byleue in hym that deyed V. C. yere a-goon, 
& acursed be he that puttethin hys byleue that he is 

24 arysen fro deth ^to lyf. by mahon, my god, yf I were 
on my hors back, or I were taken, I shold angre charles, 
that fool." whan fyerabras had al vnderstonden hym, 
he said to charles that he shold do wyth hym hys 

28 playsyr, "For by good ryght he ought to deye." Anon 

themperour demanded who wold slee ballawt, the vn- charies asks who 

1 1 /« 1 mi ^ . 1.1 '^'^ k"^ "»« 

mesurable felon. Thenne Ogier was present which sowdan. (5889) 
hated hym in his hert, & forthwyth he smote of hys ogier volunteers, 

and smites off his 

32 heed, & Fyerabras pardowned hym gladly. Thenne head. (6865) 
after this, florypes sayd to Rolland that he shold 
accomplysshe his promesses by-twene fiyr and guy of 
bourgoyii. rollawd ansuerd : " ye say trouth," and 

' k uj, back, col 2. 
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GUT AND FL0RIFA8 ARE MARRIED. 



[ll. iii. 16. 



Roland reminds 
Quy of his promise 
toman-yFIoripas. 
(5871) 

Ouy says he is 
quite ready. (D875) 



Floripasis 
stripped to be 
baptised. (5879) 



All are struck by 
her exceeding 
beauty. 



and especially 
Charles. (5889) 



She is baptised, 



but her name is 
not chanf^ed. 
Guy and Floripas 
are married, 

and crowned king 
and queen of 
Spain. (5905) 



after sayd to guye : II " Syr, ye remembro wel what 
wordes and loue hath been bytwene you & the 
curtoys Florypes : kepe your trouth and promesse to 
hyr." Guy ansuercH that he was redy to do al that 4 
themperour wolcJ haue hym to doo. Charles was 
contente. Thenne anone afore theym alle she was 
despoyledl, ancJ vnclad hyr for to be baptysed. She 
beyng there al nakec?, showecJ hyr beauto, whyche was 8 
ryght why to and? wel forme 1^, so playsaunt andf amerouse 
for the formosyte of hyr persone, that euery man 
meraeyllecJ. IF For she ha(^ hyr eyen as clere as two 
sterres, a fayre forhede and large, hyr nose ryght wel 12 
stondyng in ^ the myddes of the vysage ; hyr chekes 
were reed & whyt medlecJ, hyr browes compacecJ as it 
had been a lytel shadowe to the colour of the vysage ; 
hyr heyr shynyng as golde, & that in soo good an ordre 16 
accumyled that it henge bynethe hyr ^ knees ; hyr mouth 
was wel composed with an attemperat rouwdenes, a 
smal longe necke, and hyr sholdres fayr & wel syttyng, 
& ij pappes tofore, smale, rounde, & somwhat enhaunced 20 
lyke ij rounde apples. Andf so wel was she made, and 
so amerouse, that she smote the hertes of many, and 
enflammed theyr entencyon wyth concupyscence, and 
specyally of charles the Emperour, how wel that he was 24 
auncyen & olde ; and in the fonte whyche was ordeyned 
for the Admyral hyr fader, she was baptysed. And 
charles <fe Due thyery of ardayne were her godfaders, 
wythout chaunchyng hyr name. And anone after, whan 28 
she was honourably cladde, the bysshop wedded them, 
& af ter^ themperour comanded to brynge forth the crowne 
of baUant, and crowned wyth-al guy of bourgoyn and 
Florypes. And the bysshop sacred and blessed them. 32 
And so tho said guy was kyng of that contreye, & gaf 
a partye to Fyerabras, by condycion, that yf Fyerabras 
wold haue it, he shold holde it of guye, and all *that 
' k iiij. » orig. kuees. « k iiy, col. 2. 
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^euer guye sfiold? haue, he sfiold? holde it of charles. 

After thys, the feest of the weddyng^ ancJ espousaylles The wedding 

... festivities last 

endured? vuj dayes. And charles abode there two 8day8.(59is) 

4 monethes an(J two dayes, tyl that the contreye was wel 
assured. 

% How Florypes delyuerd the reliques to 
themperour, and how they were proued' 

5 by myracle, & of the retournyng' of 
Charles, and of the ende of thys book. 

[capitulo xvj] 

CHarles dyd suche dylygence in aygremore andf in 
the contreye adiacent, that he that woldl not be 
baptysed was put to deth, ancJ so serchecJ oueral. 
And on a sonday after masse he sente for florypes, and 
sayd to hyr : " fayr doughter, ye knowe how I haue charfes reminds 
1 6 crowned you and maad you queue of thys contree. I haue had done for her, 

(5928) 

accomplysshed your desyre as to guye of bourgoyn, 
your husbond. And more ouer ye be baptysed, and in 
waye of sauacyon, and ye haue one of the valyauntest 

20 body that is from hens in to Affryque. IT And he 
and fyerabras your broder shal haue thys regyon, And 
I shal leue with hym xx M of my subgetes, to the 
ende that the paynyms be alwaye in drede ; but ye and caiis on her 

24 haue not yet shewed ^to me nothyng* of the holy gacredreUos. 
relyques that ye kepe." Florypes answerd : " Syr 
emperour, they shal be redy whan it pleseth you," and 
thenne she brou3t forth the chest in whyche they were rioripashringi 

«Q , - him the coffer 

'^O nonestly. containing them, 

IT Themperour kneled doun on bothe hys knees, and 

enclyned bothewyth hert & body, and bad the bysshop 

to opene it, & shewe them, and so he dyd. And fyrst which Turpin 

32 he shewed the precyous crowne with whyche Ihesu 

Cryst was crowned wyth, whyche was of pryckj^ig 

' aHg. ener. * k iiij, back. 
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THE RELICS ARE PROVED BT A MIRACLE. [ll. ill 16. 



The bishop takes 
out the holy 
crown of thorns, 
(5950) 



which remains 
nnsupported in 
tlie air. 



emitting adelight- 
fkil odour. (595i) 



Tlte otlicr relics 
are proved in the 
same way. 

Charles tltanlcs 
God for iiis 
mercies to liim. 



Tarpin blesses the 
army with relics, 
and replaces them 
in the coffer. 



Charles's glove, in 
wliich is a small 
piece of relic. 



thornes & of lonques of the see. and wyth greto deuo- 
cyon it was sfiewect & adourecJ. AncJ many there wepte 
& waylecT? the deth of our lorcJ Ihesu Cryst, andf were 
in grete deuocyon & contemplacyon. The bysshop, 4 
which was deuoute & wyse, wolcJ preue it, And lyfte it 
vp on hye in the ayer, & wythdrewe hys hond, and the 
crowne abode by itself in the ayer. & thenne the 
bysshop certefyed to the ^peple that was present, that 8 
it was the crowne of Ihesu cryst, which he ha(J on his 
hede in the tyme of his passyon. Thenne euery man 
honourecJ it deuoutely; & it hacJ soo grete an odour 
that euery che meruayllecJ. and after, the bysshop took 12 
the naylles by whyche godf hacJ hys handes® & feet 
percecJ, andf preued them as he hacJ prouedf the crowne 
tofore, and semblably they abode ^in the ayer myracu- 
lously. AncJ Charles, seyng* al this, thanked humbly 16 
Go(J in sayeng* : IF " lore? gocJ eternal, whyche hast 
gyuen to me grace that I haue surmountecJ myn ene- 
myes Infydels, ancJ hast put & sette me in the waye, 
and gyuen conduyte to fynde your relyques whyche I 20 
haue so longe desyred, I humbly rendre and gyue to 
you thankes and? praysynges. For now my contrey 
may wel say that it shal be perpetuel honour to hit to 
possede and haue thys precious tresour, whan it shal be 24 
conteynec? therin." The bysshop blessyc? alle the 
people there in makyng* the sygne of the crosse with 
the said relyques, & after he sette them deuoutely ageyn 
in their places. AncJ the emperour dycJ do sette them 28 
on a ryche cloth of golde deuoutely. An(? whan they 
were theron, the remenaunt that abode of them as smale 
pyeces, he took them deuoutely ancJ put them in hys 
gloue ; ancJ after, he beyng* in piirpoos to retome in to 32 
hys contreye, ho threwe the gloue to a knyght, but the 
knyght took none hede & took it not ; & whan Charles 
was a litel withdrawen he took hede of hys gloue, & 
* orig. peyle. ^ oriff. baudes. * k iiij, back, col. 2. 
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retomedf ancJ sawe hys gloue, — in whyche the said smale 

pyeces of the saycB relyques were, — abode hangyng* in remains miracui- 

oosly suspended 

thayer without susteynyng of ony thynge. Thenne in the air 
4 *was this myracle seen euydently, ancB al thys was 
shewed to the peple, For it abode in that manerwhyles 
they myght haue goon haK a leghe. And by this they for an hour, (eow) 
were al reconfermecJ to say that there was none abusyon 
8 in byleuyng* & adouryng the saydf relyques. AncJ these 
thynges tofore writon in this second book ben vnder- 
stonden in the best party e & sygnyfycacion that I can 
or wolcJ say, AncJ I haue not saycJ ony thyng but that 
12 I haue been wel enfonnecJ by writyng*. And as for the 
book ensuyng, it shal make mencion of soinine batayUes, 
ancJ of the ende of the barons of fraunce, of whome I 
haue tofore spoken al alonge. 



16 ^ Here begynneth the iij book, whyche con- ^^^^-^ 
teyneth two partyes, by the chapytres 
folowyng declared'. 

^ The fyrst partye of the thyrd book con- 
20 teyneth xiiij chapytres, and speketh of the 
warres made in spayne, and' of two mer- 
uayllous geauntes. 

% How Saynt lames appyered' to Charles, 

24 and how, by the moyen and' the conduyte 

of the sterres, he went in to galyce, & 

what cytees he subdued : ca. j 

2 /^Harles, the noble Emperour, after he hacJ taken charies wishei 

11 - /•J, after aU his 

28 ■ .moche payne for to mayntene the name of gocJ labours to rest 
\y for tenhaunce the crysten fayth, and to brynge al 
the worlcJ in one trewe fayth ancJ byleue, & that he 
hacJ goten many contrces, he purposed neiier more to 

» k V. Mi V, col 2. 
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and to devote f jglit ne to make bataylle, but to reste & lede forth a 

himself to 

religion; contemplatyf lyf, in thankyng* his maker of J)® grace 

that he hacJ gyuen to hym in surmountyng* hys enemyes. 
Keuertheles on a nyght it happedf hym that he byhelde 4 

but in a vision he the heuen, & sawe a quantyte of sterres in ordre tendyng* 

seesalineof , 

■taw, alle the nyght one waye ancJ one path. And they 

began at the see of fryseloncJ in passyng* bytwene 
alemayn ancB ytalye, bytwene Fraunce andf guyawne, 8 
AncJ .passed ryght the saycJ sterres by gascoyne, bascle, 
Nauarre, ancJ espayne, whyche contrees he had by hys 
puyssaiince and contynuel payne conquercJ ancB maadf 
crysten. AncB after, the ende of the saydf sterres thus 12 

pointing to goyng in ordre, cam vnto galyce, where-as the body of 

Galida. 

the holy appostle was, he nat knowyng^ the propre 
place. Euery nyght charles byhelde the waye of the 
saydf sterres, ancJ thought moche contynueUy what thys 16 
myght be, & that it wae not wythoute cause. IF In 
one nyght emonge the other that ^charles thought on 
A man appears to thys waye, a man appyere(J to hym in vysyon, whyche 

him, 

was SO fayr, so playsaunte, andf so shynyng*, that it was 20 
meruayUe ; whyche saydf to hym : " what doost thou, 
my fayre sone 1 " Charles, beyng< al rauysshed?, answercJ : 
'^ who arte thou, fayr syr 1 " That other answerd : " I 
who declares he am lames, the appostle of Ihesn Cryst, the sone of 24 

is St. James, 

the Apostle of Zebedee, ancJ propre broder of saynt lohan the euan- 
' g^lyst, & am he whom gocJ chaas to preche the crysten 

fayth and hys doctryne in the londe of galyce andf of 
galylee, by hys holy grace, andf he whom herode dyd 28 
put to deth by swerde ; and my body abydeth emonge 
the sarasyns, whyche haue entreated it vylaynsly, & 

and reproaches lyeth in a place whyche is not knowen. But I mer- 

hira for not 

recovering that ueyUe that thou hast not conquerd my londe, Seen and 32 

country from the i * -i i i 

Saracens, consyderyd that thou hast conquerd so many regyones, 

townes, & cytees in the world, wherfore I do the to 
wete, that lyke as god hath chosen the, and made the 

' k V, back. 
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superyor in worldly puyssaunco aboue al other kynges 
& worldly prynces, in lyke wyse emong al them that 
lyuen thou art chosen of god?, after the conduyte of as God wishes 

him. 

4 the sterres, to delyuer my londe fro the hande of the 
mescreaunt sarasyns an(J enemyes of crystendom. IF And 
to thende that thou sholdest knowe in to what ^ place 
thou sholdest goo, thou hast seen on the heuen the 

8 sterres by dyuyne magnyfycence. AncJ for to obteyne 
the more loye & gretter glorye in heuen, by haultayn 
and grete puyssaunce, thou shalt surmounte thyn ene- He promises 

bira saccess, 

myes, & in that same place thou sha[ljt make ancJ doo and wds him raise 

a church to his 

12 edefye a chyrche in my name, to the whiche shal come name,, 
the crysten peple of al regyons, for to gete helthe & 
pardon of their sjmnes. After that thou shalt haue 
vysited my sepulture, ancJ haue made the waye sure, and! 

16 ordeyned crysten men for to kepe andf conserue the 

place, it sfial be a memoyre perpetuell." Thus in thys m a perpetoai 

memoriaL 

maner appyerea thre tymes saynt lames to the emperour 
Charles. After these vysyons andf certyfycacyons of After tus vision 
20 go(J, he called? and assembled hys subgettes, whome he thrioe, 
dyd do put a grete multytude in good poynte, & after 
took hys waye & drewe toward the contre where the Charles starts 

with his army for 

sterres had shewed the waye aforesayd, and came fyrst GaUda. 

24 in to spayne : and the fyrst cyte that was rebelle to hym 
was panpylowne, whyche was ryght stronge of murayl 
and towres, & gamysshed wyth sarasyns. and he 
abode tof ore it thre monethes, or he coude fynde maner He bedegeff Pam- 

28 to confouwde it. Thenne Charles knewe not what to three months, 
do, but to praye god and saynt lames, for whom he 
went, 2 that in the vertu of hys name he myght take 
that cyte, and sayd in thys manere : "Fayr lord god, and then inv<&es 

.in prayer the fidp 

32 my maker, helpe me that am comen in to thys contree ofst.Jamefc 
for to enhaunce the crysten fayth, for to establysshe 
and mayntene thyn holy name. And also thou holy 
saynt lames, by the reuelacyon of whome I am in thys 

* k V, back, col. 2, ' k ^. 
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PAMPELUNA IS OAPTURED BY A MIRAOLB, [ill. i. 2. 



Immediately after 
his prayer the 
walls of the city 
&1I down. 



All the country 
yields to Charles, 
who causes the 
people to be bap- 
tised, and builds 
churches. 



loumeye, I requyre the that I may subdewe thys cytee, 
& entre therin, for to shewe the mysbyleuyng^ peple the 
cause of theyr errour, to thende that this begjninyng 
may the better determyne the ende of myn entencyon." 4 

Assone as Charles had fynysshedf his oryson, the 
walles of the cyte, whyche were of marble merueillously 
strong, ouerthrew to the erthe, & fyl alle in pyeces; 
ancJ after, charles and his boost entrecJ in to the cyte ; 8 
& he that wol(J be baptysecJ & byleue in go(J wythoute 
fyctyon, was sauecJ and put a-parte, and who saycJ the 
contrarye, was forthwyth put to detL Al the people of 
that contre, whan they knewe of these tydynges & 12 
meruayllous operacyons of this cyte, tomecJ in to Euyne 
at the symple postulacyon of charles, without contra- 
dyctyon came ancJ yeldecJ them to the mercy of kyng* 
charles. AncJ thus many were baptysed, and chyrches 16 
were ordeynecJ, and al the contreye redu^ced to certeyn 
trybute vnder the fydelyte of the emperour charles, and 
brought theyr trybutes fro the cytees wyth-oute ony 
other gaynsayeng in sygne of seygnourye, 20 



Charles arrives at 
the tomb of St. 
James, 



at a place called 
Fetronium. 



% Of the cytees goten in espayne by charles, 
& how somme were by hym destroyed', 
[capitulo ij.] 

AFter that charles had the domynacyon quasi in al 24 
espayne, he came to the sepulture of Saynt lames, 
where he dyd hys deuocyon, and made deuoutely hys 
prayers ; & after came to a place in y lond whych was 
so ferre, that he myght goo no ferther, and there fyxed 28 
& pyght hys spere, and that place was called petro- 
nium ; & thanked god and saynt lames, that by theyr 
suffraunce he was comen so ferre wythoute ony contra- 
dyctyon surely vnto suche place that he myght passe 32 
no ferther. And in that londe who that wold byleue 

* k yj, col. 2. 
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in god, tharchebysshop Turpyn baptyse(J them ; & wlio 
that wold not, he was slayn, or put in pryson. And after 
Charles wente from one see to that other, and thewne he 
4 gate in galyce xiij cy tees, emonge whome compostelle He captures is 
was thenne the leste. In espayne he hacJ xvj grete and ic in Spain* 
townes & stronge, emonge whome ^was onsea, in which 
were wont to be x stronge toures, & a toun named? 
8 petrosse, in whyche was made the fynest syluer that 
had thenne cours. Also another cy te namedl attentyua, 
where as the body of saynt Torquete reste(J, whyche was 
dyscyple of saynt lames, an (J there vpon the sepulture 

12 was an olyue tree, [whyche dyd] florysshe & here rype 
fruyt a certayn day of may euery yere withoute fayllyng^. 

Alle the contreye of spayne that tyme was subgette the whole of 
to charles. That is to wete, the londe of alandaluf , the to wm. 

16 londe of perdoures, the londe of castellans, the londe of 
maures. The londe of portyngale, the londe of sarasyns, 
the londe of nauarre, the londe of Alemans, The londe 
of byscoys, the londe of bascles, the londe of palargyens, 

20 and somme of theyr cytees taken by warre, subtyl ancB 
mortal. And! somme wythoute warre. he coude not 
Wynne the grete towne of Lucerne, tyl at the lasto he He besieges 
layecJ syege tofore it by the space of foure monethes. months, 

24 and it stode in a grene valeye. And after, whan he saw but in vain, 
that they wold not yelde them, & that he coude not 
Wynne them, he made hys prayer vnto godf, and to and then prays to 

St. James, 

saynt lames, that he myght be vyctorious, seen that he 
28 had nomore to termyne in that contreye, but that cyte 

onely. hys oryson was herde, soo that ^the walles fyl when the waiis 

fall down, and 

doun to the erthe, and was put to destructyon in suche the city is taken, 
wyse, J)at neuer man dwelled therin after, and after it 
32 sanke, and therin was an abysme or swolowe of water, and tamed into a 

lake containing 

In whyche were founden after, fysshes alle blacke. Wack fishes. 
Emonge the other cytees that he took, there were iiij 
that dyd hym moche payne, or he myght gete them, & 
* k yj, back. * k 'vj, back, col. 2. 
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OP THE GREAT SARACEN IDOL AT SALANCADYS, [ill, 1. 3. 



Charlef destroys 
all the idols; 



but at Salancadys 
was a great idol. 



kept so by devils 
tliat none could 
destroy it. 



and which no 
Christian dare 
approach. 



It stood on a 
large stone, 
richly canred. 



therfore he gaf them the maladyctyon of gocJ, an(J they 
were cursetJ, in suche wyse that vnto thys day there is 
in them none habytacion; & the saycJ cytees been 
namecB lucerne, ventose, caperce, & adame. 4 

% Of the grete ydole that was in a cyte, 
whyche coude not be smyton doun, and 
of the condycyons and' sygnes therof: 
ca. iij 8 

WHan Charles hacJ doon in spayne & other places, 
wyth the Inhabytauntes of it at hys wylle, Alle 
thydolles ancJ other symylacres that he fonde, he dycJ 
do destroye and put to confusyon. But in the londe of 12 
Alandaluf, in a cyte callecJ Salancadys, in arabyque, was^ 
the place of a grete god, as the sarasyns saycJ. ""^That 
ydolle was made of the honde of Machommete in the 
tyme that he lyuecJ, & was named Mahommet ^in 16 
thonour of hym : ancJ by arte magyke and! dyabolyke 
he closo(J therin a legyon of deny lies, for to kepe it and 
make sygnes for to abuse the peple. and thys ydolle was 
kepte so by deny lies, that noo persone lyuyng* coude by 20 
strengthe destroye it, ne put it doun. In suche wyse 
that yf ony crysten man came nyghe for to see' it, or to 
coniure it, or to destroye, Assone as he began to coniure 
and preche, anon he was perysshecJ & destroy 6li AncJ 24 
the sarasyns that came for to preche, adoure, make 
sacrefyse, or doo obeyssaunce therto, were wythout 
peryl; an(J yf by aduenture, a byrde fleyng came & 
rested vpon it, Incontynent it was deedl. The stone 28 
vpon whyche thydolle was sette was meruayllously 
made. It was a stone of the see, wrought of sarasyns, 
and grauen subtylly of grete and ryche facyon, the 
whyche was enhauwced vpryght, not without grete 32 
craf te & connyng*. toward? the erth it was meruayllously 

' orig. and was. * k vij. 
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grete, & alway vpward it was lasse ; ainJ that stone was 
so hye as a crowe myght flee : vpon whyche stone was 
thydolle sette, whyche was of fyn yuorye, after thas- and was ©fane 

ivory 

4^seinblaunce of a man stondjrng* vpryght on his feet, & 
li&df hys face tomed to the south, & helde in his ryght and held in Ma 

- _ _ o -1 hand a key, 

nonde a grete keye, & the sarasyns were certefyecJ ^for 
trouthe that whan a kyng* of fraunce sholdf be borne, 
8 & in strengthe to subdue the contreye of spayne, and? 
brynge it in to crysten fayth, the ymage s6ol(J lete falle which was to fou 

when a king 

the keye, whych shold be a sygne J)at the kjrng of should come to 
frauwce sholct conquere themt^So thewne in the tyme country, 
12 that the noble kyng* charles regnec? in spayne, for to 

brynge it to the crysten faith, /the ydoUe lete the keye On the approach 

/ of Charles the 

falle doun to the grounde/N^^nd? whan the sarasyns keyfiaiis. 
sawe that. They hydde theyr tresours, as golde, syluer, 
16 and? precyous stoones, in therth, by cause the crysten 
men shol(J no thynge fynde therof, & they al wente in 
to another regyon, and durst not abyde the comyng of 
the kyng*. 

20 % Of the chyrche of saynt lames in galyce, 
and' of dyuers other whyche Kyng' Charles 
founded: capitulo iiij 

CHarles beyng in galyce hacJ Innumerable quantyte charies, having 
an immense 
of golcJ, of syluer, and of precyous stones, of many quantity of gold 

kynges, prynces, and? other lordes, ancJ of trybutes of ' 

cytees that was gyuen to hym as lord?. 

IF Also he had'moche of the tresour that he conquerd? 

28 of the townes ancJ contreyes of Spayne ^aforesayd. 
Thenne he, seyng the grete habundaunce of good, dyd 
do compose and make a chirche of Saynt lames, in the builds a church 
place where-as he had founde the body of hym. and 

32 he abode there the space of thre yere wythout departyng*, 
and? in that same place he ordeyned a bysshop, and bishop 

' k vy, col. 2. * k vij, back. 
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OF THE CHURCHES POUNDED BY CHARLES. [ill. i. 6. 



and three canons. 



He endows the 
church, 



and snpplies 
vestments and 
ornaments. 



Another church 
he builds at Aeon 
to Our Lady, 



and four to St. 
James, 



besides abbeys 
and monasteries. 



founded there clianonnes reguler, vnder tlie rule of 
sajrnt Ysodore the confessour ; & bought & ordeyned 
for them rentes & trybutes sufFycyent, ancJ gaf to them 
synguler seygnourye. He furnys8he(J the chyrche wyth 4 
belles, vessellys of golde an(J . sy luer, adournemewts of 
precyous clothes, & al thynges necessarye & apper- 
teynynff in a chyrche pontyfycal. also of bokes, vesty- 
mentes, chalyces, & other holy escryptures. And? of 8 
the resydue of gold and syluer, that he brought oute of 
spayne, he dyd doo edefye these chyrches folowyng*. 
IF Fyrst, at Aeon, in almayne, where as he is buryecJ, 
he dyd duo make a chirche of our lady ; andf though it 12 
be lytel, yet is it moche rychely made. The chyrche 
of Sajrnt lames in the toun of vy terbe ; also the chyrche 
of saynt lames in the cytee of Tholouse : The chyrche 
of Saynt lames in gascoyne ; also the chirche of saynt 1 6 
lames in parys, bytwene the sayne & the mounte of 
martres. & aboue the chyrches aforesay(J, he foundecJ, 
rentecJ, & releued? many & dyuers chyrches, monasteryes, 
& other abbey es in the world, in many and dyuers 20 
places. 



After Charles's 
return to France, 



% How, after that Aygolant the geaunt had 
taken spayne & put to deth the crysten 
people, Charles recouerd' it, and' other 24 
maters : capitulo v 



A 



rter that charles was retomecJ in to Fraunce, a 



kyng* sarasyn of afFtyque, namecJ aygolant, wyth 
grete puyssaunce came in to spayne, and remysed it in 28 



Aigolant, an 

AArican giant, a-hi i'it-it-j 

reconquers Spain, hys subgectyon. An(? the crystcn which Charles had 



and puts the 
Christians to 
death. 



left there, as many as he myght gete, he put to deth, 
andf the other fledde. AncJ in shorte tyme the tydynges 
came vnto kyng* Charles, wherof he was moche abasshed 32 
& angry, by cause it was shewe(J to hym so pyetously. 

* k vij, back, col. 2, 
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wherfore Incontynent he assembled a grete boost, & 
wyth a grete multytude of fyglityng* men he went 
thyder wy thout taryeng*. And he made the conduytour miio. Roland's 

4 of them al Myllon of angleres, the fader of EoUandf. & comnmnd. 
they cessed not tyl that they had tydynges where 
Aygolant the geaunt was, whyche had! doon thys feat, 
whan Charles knewe where Aygolant was lodgecJ, ^ancJ 

8 semblably aygolawt knewe where Charles was, Anone 

the geaunt sente to charles that he woldl delyner batayUe Aigoiant chal- 
lenges any num- 
suche as he woldl. That is to wete that Charles shol(J berofcijaries's 

sende to hym xx of hys men to fyght ageynst xx of hys against an equal 

1 2 sarasyns, or xl ayenst xl, or an C ayenst C, or a thousand 

ayenst a thousand?, or two men ayenst two, or one man 

ayenst one man onely, kyng Charles, seyng* thenten- 

cyon of aygolant, for thonour of noblesse he wold not 

16 refuse hys demaunde, but sent to hym an C knyghtes charies sends loo 

knights, 

in grete poynte, andf the geaunte sente another hondredl 

ayenst the crysten men, but anone the sarasyns were who siay the loo 

Saracens ; 

vanquysshecJ & put to deth, andf after were sente by 
20 aygolant two hondred sarasyns ayenst two hondred and after 200, 

who also kill their 

crysten men, whyche Sarasyns were anone wythoute opponents. 

grete resystence put to deth an(J slayn, Aygolant was 

not contente, ne woldl not leue herby, but sente two Ai^oiant sends 

2000 Saracens, 

24 thousand sarasyns ayenst ij M crysten men, ami whan 

they were in batayll, many of y sarasyns were slayn, but they also are 

defeated. 

and the other put to flyght for to saue them self. The 
thyrd day after, Aygolant maacJ certeyn experyences, 

28 an(J knewe that yf Charles made warre to hym he 
sholii haue grete losse, and sent to Charles to wete yf 
he wol(J make playne warre. Charles ^was contente, 
and there vpon they made redy theyr peple, andl Both sides prepme 

32 specyally charles, for hys subgettes had grete aflfectyon engagement, 
to goo to bataylle without ony fere of deth. And also 
somme of the crysten men, the day tofore the bataylle, 
dyd do amende and araye theyr hamoys, and sette 

* k viij. • k viij, col. 2. 
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theyr tentes nygh a ryuer named ceye, and! pyght there 
theyr speres, euen in the place where as the bodyes of 
Baynt faconde and saynt preniytyf rested, where after 
was made a chyrche deuoutely founded, an($ also a 4 
stronge cyte by the moyen of the sayd Charles, and in 
the place where the speres were pyght, our lord shewed! 
By a miracle it is greto myracle. For of them that sholdl deye there and 

shown whieli of 

the French be gloryfyed? marters of god & crowned in heuen, theyr 8 

soldiers should be 

killed in the speres on y mom were founden al grene, noresshed 

battle 

and leued, whyche was a precedent sygne that they 
whyche shold deye shold haue the loye in heuen. 
IF Eche man took his owne, and cutte of the bowes & 12 
leues, wyth whyche the leues were planted and vnder- 
Prora their spears roted, wherof in a ly tel whyle after grewe a grete wode, 

springs up a great 

wood. whyche stondeth there yet. It was grete meruayle of 

the loye that the horses made, whyche dyd theyr 16 
deuoyrs as wel as the men after theyr qualyte, whyche 

M<ioand50 was a grete token. Thenne L valyaunt ^crysten men 
were slayne, And emonge the other was slayne due 
Myllon, fader to Eoulland. Also that same day the 20 
hors of Charles was slayn vnder hym, & whan he was a 
fote he maad grete murdre wyth hys swerde loyouse, 
and dyd so moche that the sarasyns, dredyng* the 

but the Saracens eucnyDg*, fledde & wythdrewe them in to place of 24 

are put to flight. **• 

surete. And as it was the wylle of our lord, the next 
Reinforcements day after Came to Charles in to his helpe iiij marquyse 

come to Charles, 

of ytalye, accompanyed wyth iiij M stronge fyghtyng* 
men & chosen, wherfore Aygolant, assone as he knewe 28 

whereupon Aigo- of theyr comyng*, he fled and wythdrewe hym ouer the 
see toward hys contree. but they my3t not for hast here 
with them al theyr tresours, wherfor frauwce was 
enryched meruayllously aboue alle other contrees. 32 

Charles returns to % And whau charles sawe his departyng* he came 

France^ 

wyth al hys rychesse in to fraunce, and thenne, duryng 
seuen yere, he dyd do ordeyne the seruyce and offyce of 

* k viij, back. 
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the ctyrche by preestes & clerkes, and the festes of 
sayntes of all the yere ; andf grete vertu & meruayllous 
effect was comprysedf in thys man. For whan it was 
4 not warre for to mynysshe thynfydellys and encreace the 
crysten fayth, For tenhaunce the name of godi he made and oocupiet wm- 

self in drawing up 

the oflfyceis and legendes of holy sayntes, & dyd ^reduce roles and services 

for the Church. 

in to myhde ati($ remembraunce the passyons of holy 
8 marters in establysshyng* theyr feestes, to thende that 
we shold ensyewe them, and to eschewe «ll euyl. And( 
the magnytude of thys kyng* was wel preuecJ by sygnes 
seen on the heuen. For in the same yere the mone This year were 

three eclipses of 

12 derked thre tymes, and the sonne ones, aiid company es the moon, and 

_ - one of the sum 

of people were seen meruayllous, whyche snewecp that 
thys Charles was of grete magnytude, that is to wete 
bytwene heuen and erthe. 

16 f How Aygolant sent to charles that he shold' 
come to hjm trustely for to make lust 
warre, and' how Charles in habyte dys- 
symyled' spake to hym, and' of other 

20 maters : capitulo vj 

AS I haue sayd the kyn[ge,] Aygolant the geaunte, 
fledde in to hys contreye, whan socouis cam to 
Charles of foure marques, he slepte not vpon his 
24 purpoos, but maad grete dylygence for to assemble hys Aisroiant collects 

an immense 

people, whyche were sarasyns Innumerable, for he army, 
assembled mores, Moabytes, Ethiopiens, Aflfrycans, and 
percyens ; he brought wyth hym also the kyng of 

28 arabye, the kyng* of barbarye, the kyng* of malroste, the 
kyng of ^maioryke, the kyng of meques, the kyng* of 
cybylle, & the kyng of Cordube, the whych cam with 
peple wythout nombre, certain, in to gascoyne, in to a and again invades 

32 stronge cyte named Agenne, and took it. And after tures the city of 
sent to Charles that he shold come to hym peasybly & 

» k viij, back, col. 2. « 1 j. 
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Aigoiant Invites tiustyly, with a f ewe peple, promysyng* to hym for to 

Charles to visit 

him unattended, gyue to hym ix hors laden with gold, syluer, and! pre- 
cyous stones, yf he wold? thus come at hys desyre. this 
paynym shewed to hym this hy cause he wold knowe 4 
his persone, for hys strengthe & puyssaunce knewe he 
wel hy experyence, ancJ also to thende whan he knewe 
hym that he myght in the warre flee hym. whan kyng* 
charles knewe this mandement he gadred not grete 8 

Charles sets out peple, hut he Came onely wyth ij M knyghtes of honour 

" *^ ** and of grete strewgtL And! whan he was f cure myle 

nygh the cyte, where Aygolant and al the kynges tof ore 

whom he leaves, named Were, he left his people secretly, Ss came ynto a 12 

except 40, 

near the dty. mouutaync nygh the cyte, accompanyecB wyth xl 
knyghtes onely. And fro thys place they saw the cyte, 
by cause to wete yf the multytude of peple were do- 
partedf, soo that he sholdf not be deceyuedf. Neuertheles 16 
vpon thys montayne he lefte hys people secretly, and 
He himself; in took of hys clothes, and cladde hym in the guyse of a 
fXlS!^nT messager, and Hook one knyght onely with hym, 

«i^ enters the ^^^^^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^^^ ^ ^^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^ 

mantel, an($ soo came in to the cyte, and anone he was 

brought tofore aygolaunt the geaunt. And whan he was 

and presents him- tofore hym he say(J in thys manere : " Charles the kyng 

self as a messenger 

from Charles, hath sentc vs vnto the, ancB leteth the wete by vs that 24 

to say he had he is comen lyke as thou hast comanded, accompanyedf 

40 attendants. wyth fourty knyghtes onely, for to do that he ought to 

doo. Now thenne come to hym wyth xl knyghtes, 

withoute moo, yf thou wylt accomplysshe and holde 28 

that thou hast promysecJ." Aygolant sayd to hem that 

they sholdf retorne to charles, and that they shold say 

Aigoiant repUes to hym that he departe not, but abyde hym there, andf 

that he will go 

and meet the he wol(J comc and vysytc hym. After this that charles 32 

French king. ,*-, •. , t n *-! 

had? knowen the geaunt, and after vysytedf the towne, 
for to knowe the feblest parte for to take and conquer 
it whan he shold come ageyn, & sawe al the kynges 

» 1 j, col. 2. 
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f orsaycJ & their puyssaunces, he after retomedf to his Charles, having 

peple whiche he hacJ left vpon the montayne, & after city, departs, 
came to hys ij M knyghtes. & anone after aygolant, 

4 accompanyed? wyth vii M knyjtes, came after them Aigoiant, with 

^ "^ "^ "^ J? * 7000 men, foUows 

"withoute taryeng*. But charles took hede whan he cam him, 

that there were many moo paynyms than crysten men, 

and ^wythout lenger taryeng charles & his peple de- but Charles 

escapes. 

8 parted?, and retoumecJ in to frannce wythout hauyng 
other delyberacyon. 

% How Charles, accompanyed with moche 

peple, retomed' in to the place aforesayd & 

12 toke the cyte of agenne, & other maters : 

[capitulo] vij 

Fter that coarles was retomed in to fraunce he charies assembles 

a large army, 

assembled moche peple, & after came to the cyte 

of agenne, & assyegecJ it there by grete facyon, and u«rs siege to 

Agenne, which he 

the space of vij monethes. Aygolant was therin & surromids. 
many sarasyixs. & the crysten men had made fortressis 
& casteUes of tree tofore this cyte for to greue it. Whan 
20 Aygolant & the grete lordes of his companye sawe fat 
they myght not endure, they maad hooles & caues vnder 
therth for tescape oute secretly : in that manor they came Aigoiant and his 

lords escape by 

out of the cyte, & passed ouer a ryuer, which rauTze by mines. 

24 the cyte, named goronna, and so they saued them self. 
The next day after, whan there was noo grete resyst- 
ence made to the crysten men, Charles wyth grete charies enters the 
tryumphe & puyssaunce entredf in to the cyte, & put to 

28 deth x M sarasyns that he there fonde. The other, 
seyng* that, put them to flyght by the ryuer. Aygolant 
2 was in another stronge toun, & whan charles knewe it 
he came thyder & assaylled it, & sente to hym to delyuer and after besieges 

AA 11 A 1 A TJixi -i-h. . the city to which 

o2 ouer the cyte. aygolant ansuerdl that he wo1(f not so Aigoiant had iied. 
doo, but by a moyen that was, that they sholdf make a 

' 1 j, back. * 1 j, back, col. 2. 
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CHARLES UTTBRLT BOUTS THE 8ABA0BN8. [ill. i. 8. 



Thoieofthe 
Christians who 
were destined to 
die are again 
pointed oat by a 
miracle. 



Aigoiant proposes batayll, Ss he that shold wynne the hataylle shold be 

a general battle. 

lord of ])e toun, Ss so they assygned the day of the 
bataylle. and nygh to that place, bytwene the castel 
thalabourt & a ryuer called carantha, somme of the i 
crysten men plantedl theyr speres in the grounde, espe- 
cially they that on the morn sholdl deye, & obteyne the 
crowne of glorye as marters of god. and on the mome 
they fonde their speres al grene & myraculously leued, 8 
& fill of bowes, wherof the cristen men were moche 
loyous of this myracle, and! raught not for to deye for 
J)e crysten fayth in mayntenyng the name of god. 
After that they cutte of theyr speres and wente to 12 
The Saracens are bataylle, and put many sarasyns to deth. But in 

utterly defeated. '' ^ ^ J 

thende were slayn and martred, of crysten men moo 
than iiij M whyche were saued in heuen ; & that tyme 
the hors that Charles rode on was slayn vnder hym, 16 
and at that bataylle were slayn by the sayd Charles the 
kynge of Agabye [&] the kyng* of bugye, merueyllous 
myghty sarasyna 



After his defeat 
Aigolant flies to 
Fampeluna. 



Charles returns 
to France for 
reinforcements. 



^ ^ Of the vertuous operacions that charles 20 
made whan he was retomed' in to fraunce, 
& what barons he had' in hys companye, & 
of theyr puyssaunce : ca. viij 

THe bataylle toforesayd made, Aygolant fledde and 24 
came in to panpylone, and sent to kyng* charles 
that he shold abyde hym for to gyue hym bataylle 
more ample & large. Whan charles knewe hys desyre 
he retourned in to fraunce for to haue helpe of hys 28 
peple, and made an open maundement thorugh out al 
Fraunce that al maner peple that were of euyl condycyon 
and in bondage, that they that were present, and theyr 
successours, shold be free, & there vpon tabellyons shold 32 
be delyuerd aocordyng* to the lawe, that wold goo with 

My. 
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hym ayenst the myscreauntes. Also alle prysonwers 

that were in fraunce, he delyuerd them al out of He frees au 

prisoners, 

pryson, & to al them that shold haue ben delyuerd to 
4 deth for felonwye, murdre, or treason, he pardonned 
them & gaf to them theyr lyf ; and to al poure peple 
that had not wherby to lyue, he gaf to them good 
largely, & them that w^re euyll clad, he clothed them clothes the poor, 
8 after theyr degree, alle them that were at debate he 
peased them & accorded ; Alle them fat were dys- 
heryted & put oute from theyr lyuelode he restored al: restores the 

•^ ^ "^ "^ disinherited, 

to them; Alle fe peple ^ that myght here armes he 
12 armed them. The valyaunt squyers of theyr persones and raises the 

esquires to 

he made knyghtes, & al them that were in hys Indyg- knighthood, 

on condition of 

nacyon & pryued [f]ro hys loue, & bannysshed for the joining his anny. 
loue of god, he was constraynede to pardonne them, & 

16 made pees with euery man. and thenne he was four- 
nysshed of moo than an C thousand men wel f yghtyng<, 
wythoute them that were a-fote, whyche were Innumer- 
able. And for to gyue courage to the prynces of Charles, 

20 Turpyn sayd in this manor : " I, Turpyn, archebysshop Turpin assures 

liim of success. 

of Kaynes by the grace of god, shal gyue good courage 
to crysten people, and shal slee the Infydels, sarasyns, 
with myn owne handes." ^ Wyth Charles was with chariea are 

Roland, Oliver, 

24 Roulland of Cenonye, neuewe of Charles, sone of hys and Aristagius 

witli 14,000 men. 

syster, dame Berthe, & of Duke Myllon, wyth foure 
thousand fyghtyng' men ; Olyuer, due of genes, sone oL 
due Reyner, with iij M f yghtyng^ men : Aristagius, 
28 kyng* of brytayne, wyth vij thousand fyghtyng* men ; 
Not wythstondyng that in brytayne was another kyng*, 

Eugelius, whyche was duke of Guyan, whome Au- Besides were men 

from Goienn^ 

gustus Cezar had ordeyned, wyth the byturyciens, the 
32 monyques, pictauyns, scauctonens, and Elogysmes, 
cytees with their prouynces vnder guyan: & he cam 
with iij M horsmen ^good fyghtars; Garferus, kyng* 
of boideloys, with iiij M men ; Salamon, f elow of estok ; 

' 1 iij, col. 2. 2 1 y, back. 
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Bargnndy, 



Lorraine, and 
other provinces. 



bawdewyn, brother of Holland ; Naymes, due of bauyere, 
wyth X M fyghtyng* men ; Hoel of Nauntes, & 
Lambert, prynce of bourgoyn, wyth ij M fygbtars ; 
Sanson, due of bourgoyn, with x M ; Garyn, due of 4 
lorayne, & many other ; and Charles had of his 
owne centre moo than fyfty M men. The excercyte 
of Charles, the noble emperour, and ryght puyssaunt 
kyng* of Fraunce, was so grete and so ample that it helde 8 
two iourneyes longe, & in brede half o iourneye & 
more ; In suche wyse that of the bruyt that was made 
for the grete multytude of the frensshemen, it was herde 
two myle ferre and more. 12 




proposes a con- 
ference. 



% Of the tryews of Charles & of Aygolant, 
and of the deth of hys peple, & wherfore 
aygolant was not baptysed* : capitulo ix 

e whyl that charles was a yonge chylde he 16 
lerned at Toulete the langage of sarasyns, and 
Aigoiant, fright- JL spako it whau he wold. Ayeolant, thys ceaunt 

enedatthenum- "^ ^ J& 9 J o 

bers of the French, and grete Lord, coude not absteyne hym, and cam 

nygh vnto crystyente, and sento to Charles to come to 20 
hym vnto Pampylone, and tryews was ^maad bytwene 
them. For Aygolant consyderyd the multytude of hys 
people and the puyssaunces of their persones. For by 
cours of nature hym semed he shold surmounte the 24 
crysten peple, but he thought that the god of crysten 
people was more certayn and trewe than the god of the 
paynyms ; but er he wold declyne fro the worshyppyng of 
hys goddes, he had desyre to assaye yet ones the nombre 28 
of paynyms ayenst the nombre of crysten men. And 
he was contente to make a pacte and couenaunt wyth 
charles, that he that shold obteyne the vyctorye vpon 
others peple, that his god were holden and worshypped, 32 
And that the god of hym that shold lose the bataylle 

^ 1 ij, back, col. 2. 



It is agreed to 
leave the question 
of religion to a 
tiial of arms 
between equal 
namben. 
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8hol(J be of noo valure, renyed, ancJ reputecJ for nought. 

And? vpon tliys couenaunte were sente twenty crysten 20 ciiriatians 

engage as many 

knyghtes ayenst xx knyghtes paynyms. And? anone Saracens, and 

slay them ; 

4 as they were assemblecJ and? medled? to-gyder, the twenty 
sarasyns were slayn. And? after were sente fourty ayenst and after 40 over- 

come 40 Saracens; 

fourty, And? anone the sarasyns were slayn and? vayn- 
quysshed. And? after he sent an C. ayenst an C, but 
8 they were not slayne, but fledde. Aygolawt thou3t he 
wold do better, and? sent ij hondred ayenst ij C, and 
anone the sarasyns were ouercomen & slayn. ^^ Thys 
geaunt was euyl contente of the destructyon of hys 
1 2 peple, and for to make a grete descomfyte, he sente a 

thousand sarasyns ayenst a M cristen men, and? wyth- and flnaUy 1000 

*' "^ y J Christians slay 

oute makyng* grete rebellyon, the sarasyns were anone 1000 saracens. 
slayn and? put to deth. Thenne the kyng* Aygolant, by 

16 experyence for-made, afermed the fayth & the la we of Aigoiant is con- 
vinced, and agrees 
crysten peple to be better, more sure, & more certeyn to receive baptism. 

than the lawe of the paynyms and sarasyns, and thus he 

was enclyned to the crysten fayth, & dysposed hym to 

20 receyue baptym on the morne without fayntyse ; and 
here vpon he demanded tryews and surete for to goo & 
come to Charles, & he graunted it to hym wyth good 
hert. and thus atte houre of tyerce, whan charles was 

24 at dyner, Aygolant had entencyon to see charles and He asks to see 

^ Cliarles at meat 

hys maner at mete, for to knowe hys astate, yf it were with his lords, 
vayllerous and soo grete as it was in armes and in 
bataylles. And also he came pryncypally for to be 

28 baptysed, and he sawe Charles at hys table with grete 
magnyfycence, and after behelde the ordre of hys peple 
and sawe that somme were in habyte of knyghtes and 
grete prynces. Other in habyte of channons & monkes ; 

32 & asked so that he was qertefyed of euery ordre, and 

the cause of theyr estate, and after ^that he sawe He sees is poor 
in a parte of y* halle syttyng on the grou/ide, xiij the ground at 
poure persones, which dyned & ete as other dyd. for 

» 1 ig. M iij, col. 2. 
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and asks who and 
what they are. 



Charles tells him 
they are main- 
tained in memory 
of oar Lord and 
His Apostles. 



Aigolant reprores 
Charles for treat> 
ing his lords so 
much better than 
the servants of 
God, 



and refuses to be 
baptised. 



Charles of custom wold not take his repaste tyl he 
had xiij poure men in the worshypp of our lord and 
of his xij appostles, & he toke hede how these poure 
men satte on the ground e without towayl in ryght poure 4 
hahyte, & dyned al soroufully, & he demaundedl what 
people they were. Charles ansuerd & sayd : " they be 
goddes peple and messagers of our lord Ihesu cryst, 
whome Isusteyne in thonour of hym & his xij appostles 8 
that he had with hym, & gyue to them refectyon cor- 
porel.*' Aygolawt said : " certeynlye he serueth euyl 
hys lord y* receyueth his messagers in thys manere. I 
see wel that they that ben aboute the been in good 13 
poynt & wel arayed, & wel serued of mete & drynke, 
& the seruauwtes of thy god lyue pourely & euyl clothed 
ayenst y* colde, & ben withdrawen ferre fro the. he 
dooth grete shame to his lord that receyueth his mes- 16 
sagers in this manere. & more ouer, I see now wel that 
the lawe whyche thou hast sayd to me to be good & 
holy, by thy werkes thou shewest them to be fals & of 
no valewe." & herof aygolant was all moeued & troubled 20 
in his entendement, & he beyng put out alle fro hys 
purpose, toke leue of the ^ kyng* & retourned to hys 
peple, & renounced to be baptysed, and sente word to 
Charles for to begynne warre ageyn on y* mome more 24 
stronge than euer he had doon tofore. 



Charles is 
enraged. 



% Of the deth of aygolant and of his peple, & 
how moche crysten peple were slayn by 
concupyscence of syluer, & of crysten men 28 
founden dede by myracle : [ca.] x 

fHan Charles sawe Aygolant come for to baptyse 
hym he was moche loyous, but whan he re- 
tomed & forsoke it he was euyl contente, & 32 
took aduys vpon the pour men whyche he sayd were 

* 1 iy, back. 
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messagers of god?. For after the pouerte of them, and 
after that they were named, fore to holde them so, was 
none honour to theyr mayster, & the emperour re- 

4 membred. wel that the peple of god? ought to be re- 
ceyuedl honestly, & honourably holden & serued. wherfor 
the poure men that he fonde in thexcercyte he dyd and has aii these 
them to be wel clothed & honestly, and gaf to them and honourably 

8 mete largely, And! took suche custome in hym self that 
he faylled? not, but the pour peple were receyued with 
honour in his companye. vpon thys purpose on a day 
folowyng*, the sarasyns put them to bataylle, and to a great battle 

takes place, 

12 fyght ^ayenst the crysten men by grete fyerste, andf 

there was soo grete destructyon that day of the sarasyns, in which the 

Saracens are 

that the crysten men were empesshed and lette by the defeated, 
blood that ranne so habundantly, as it had rayned many 
16 dayes water and blood, wherefore ^ Aygolant, seyng 
the destructyon of his people as he that doubted nothyng 
to deye, aduaunced* so hym self that he was slayn and and Aigoiant 

himself slain. 

put to deth, and after the cristen men entred in to the 
20 cyte of pampylone, and put to deth al the sarasyns that 
they fonde therin. 

Thenne the kyng of Cybylle & the kyng* of cordube 
saued them self with somme of their subgettes. After 
24 thys the crysten men ful of couetyse for to haue gold 
and syluer of the sarasyns that were deed retomed, And 
whan they were wel charged & laden wyth golde, syluer, 
and other hauoyr, the kyng* of Cybylle and the kyng* The kings of 
28 of Cordube took hede ther of, And wyth al their meyne cordova feii on 

. , , -, . 5 1 1 -I 1 1 the Christians 

came couertly vpon the crysten men, and put to deth laden with booty, 

.1 i V J. and kill more 

moo than a tnousancF. i^g„ looo, 

H Thus may be knowen that the ardeur of concupy- tmm which we 

may see the 

32 sconce was cause of the deth of the soule wythoute danger of covet- 
vyctorye, anJ to gO(J dysplaysaunto. IT On the mome ""^ 
tydynges came how so many sarasyns were slayn, and 

* 1 ig, back, col. 2. • orig. wherforr. 

' ori^. and aduaunced. 
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specyally of aygolant, vnto the prynce ^of Nauarre 
The king of named Furre, wherfore he sent to Charles to haue 

Navarre chal- 

lengee chariet. batayll ordynayie. Charles was so noble, so puyssaunt, 
& so tnistyng* in god, whan he faught for the crysten 4 
fayth that he refused hym not. and after, at the day of 

He aooepto, and bataylle, whycho was assygned on bothe partyes, Charles 

prays to Qod to 

point out which put hym Self to prayer, and prayed god deuoutely that 

are destined to it plesed hym, to shew what crysten men shold deye in 8 
that bataylle. and on the day folowyng whan euery 
man was armed for to fyght, by the wylle of our lord 
Charles sawe that same day the sygne of the crosse alle 
rede vpon the sholdres behynde vpon theyr hamoys. 12 

This being shown whan charles sawe it he thanked our lord & had com- 
passyon of theyr deth, by cause of the valyaunce of 
theyr persones. Thenne he sent for all them that bare 
thensigne & made them to goo in to hys oratorye, and 16 

he locks them up after sfietto them fast therin, to the ende that they sHold 

in his chapel, 

not take deth that day ; and thenne wyth al his other 
and goes to batue hoost he Went ayenst thoost of the prynce furre, but it 

without them. i^* -hi -i ij* e\/\ 

was not longe but furre and hys people were destroyed 20 
and put to deth. and whan that was doon the emperour 
came in to hys oratorye vyctoryous vpon hys enemyes. 
On his return he and foudo al them that were sHette wythin dede Ss 
dead. expyred, & thenne knewe^ he wel that alle they that 24 

were marked with the crosse were assygned that day to 
be receyued in to heuen with glorye & crowne of marter- 
dom, & that it apperteyned not to Charles to prolonge 
theyr helthe. wherfore he is wel symple that wyl put 28 
hym in payne to eschewe the passage of whyche he is 
not maystre. 

% Of feragus the merueyllous geaunt, how he 
bare alwaye wyth hym the barons of fraunce 32 
wyth out daunger, & how Roulland* faught 
wyth hym: capitulo xj. 

» 1 iiy. • 1 iiy, col. 2. 
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A 



Ffcer that aygolawt was slayn, & Furre, & many 
kynges sarasyns as tofore is wryton, the tydynges 



cam to the admyral of babylowne, the which had a The Amir of 

Babylon sends 

4 geant moche terryble, that was of the generacion of Ferragus, a mar- 

vellous g^ant| 

golias, & he made hym to be accompanyed with xx M 
turkes moche strong, and! sente hym for to fyght ayenst 
charles themperour. For hys puyssaimce was redoubted 
8 thurgh the world, & the sayd feragus cam vnto the cyte 
of vagyere, nygh to saynt lames, bytwene cristendom 
& hethenes, & sent to Charles that he shold come to to fight against 

Charles. 

fyght ayenst hym. This geant was moche meruayllous, 
12 For he doubted neyther spere ne swerde, ne arowe, ne * 

other shotte. And he had? the strengthe of xl ^myghty 
men and? stronge. Anone as Charles knewe the tydynges 
of hys comyng*, he went to hym and was vpon his 
J. 6 watche nygh by vagyere. Whan thys was knowen this 

geaunte yssued oute of the towne, and? demaunded? syn- He challenges any 

rt^ ^ T. r. French knight. 

guler persone ayenst a persone. Charles, wmche neuer 
■ had? refused? that to persone, sente to hym Ogyer the charies sends 

. Ogiertomeethim, 

20 danoys. but whan the geant sawe hym allone on the 
felde, without makyng* of ony semblaunte of warre, he 
came allone to hym, & took hym wyth one hande & b"* Fen-agus 

takes him under 

put hym vnder hys arme, wy thoute doynge to hym ony his arm and 
24 harme, and? bare hym vnto hys lodgys, and? dyd? do put 

hym in pryson, and? made nomore a-doo to here hym, <»rrie« him oflf, 

as a wolf would a 

than dooth a wulf to bere a lytel lambe. The heyght iamb, 
of thys geaunt was of twelue cubytes : he had? the face 
28 a cubyte brode, the nose a palme longe, the armes & 
thyes four cubytes long*. The backe of his hand was 
thre palmes longe. After that Ogyer was borne thus 
awaye, Charles sente raynold? daulbepyn. whan Feragus charies then 

•^ sends Raynold, 

32 sawe hym, he bare hym a-waye as lyghtly as the other, and he also is 

carried off. 

Charles was abasshed and sent tweyne other, that is to 

wete, constayn of Eome, & therle hoel. This geauwt ThenConstayn 

1 and Hoel are sent, 

took that one wyth^ the ryght honde and? that other 
* 1 iiy, back. ' orig, wygbt. 
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bat Ferragnt 
carries them off, 
one in each lund. 



Roland askt leare 
to fight the giant. 



Charles reloot* 
antly gives his 
consent. 

Ferragns lifts 
Roland np with 
one hand, and 
lays him on his 
horse before him. 



Roland, by an 
effort, overthrows 
the giant. 



Roland kills the 
Saracen's horse. 



and woands 
Ferragus in the 
arm. 



in the lyft honde, and bare them ^bothe tweyne in-to 
pryson in to hys lodgyng*, that euery man myght see. 
yet after charles sent other tweyne, and semblably they 
were bothe borne away wythoute ony wythstandyng or 4 
contradyctyon. whan Charles saw the feet of this man, 
he was al abasshed, & durst nomore sonde ony persone. 
For no man myght resyste hym. Roulland, whyche 
was pryuce of al thexcersyte of Charles, was euyl con- 8 
tente of thys that the geaunt was vyctoryous, & came 
to Charles and presented hym self for to goo fyght wyth 
hym, but charles wold not graunte hym. At the last, 
by force, he was constrayned to gyue to hym lycence, 12 
& Eoulland made hym redy, and cam tofore Feragus ; 
but anone he was taken and reteyned wyth hys ryght 
hands lyke the other, and the geaunt layed hym tofore 
hym on hys hors. whan Eolland sawe that he was 16 
taken & borne awaye soo vylaynsly he took a grete^ 
courage in hym self, and called the name of Ihesus to 
help, & to be in hys ayde, and tomed hym ayenst 
Feragus, and took hym by the chynne, and made to 20 
ouerthrowe fro hys hors, & fyl to the grounde, and 
roUand also. And after anone they arose, and eueryche 
took hys owns hors. RouUand, whyche was moche 
habyle and courageous, drewe 'hys swerde durandal 24 
and came ayenst the geaunt, and gaf soo grete a stroke 
on the Paynyms hors that he carf hym a-sondre in the 
myddes, and the paynym fyl to the erthe. Feragus, 
beyng euyl contente for hys hors that was dede, took 28 
hys swerde for to smyte Holland, & had slayne hym 
wyth the stroke yf he had attayned hym ; but assone 
as he lyfte vp hys arme for to haue smyton Eolland, 
Eoulland auaunced hym self and smote the geant vpon 32 
the arme, with whiche he helde hys swerde, suche a 
stroke, that hys swerde fyl to the grounde; wherof 
Feragus had grete despyte and supposed to haue smyten 
> 1 iiy, back, col. 2. ' orig, gtete. * 1 v. 
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hym wy th hys f yste, but he attayned rollandes hers in Roland's hone it 

killed. 

suche wyse that he slewe hym. Thus were they bothe 
two on fote, whyche wythoute swerd begynnen to fyght 
4 wyth theyr fystes ancJ wyth stones contynuelly, tyl the 
houre of none: wherfore they bothe were wery, and Being both weary, 

they leave off 

took tryews to-gyder by one acorde vnto the mome, fighting for the 

day. 

and? that they shold fyght wythout spere andl wythoute 
8 hors : and? here vpon eche of them went vn-to hys 
lodgys. 

% How on the mome roUand' and' Feragus 

foughten & dysputeden the fayth, and by 

12 what ^moyen Feragus was slayn by Roul- 

land' : capitulo xij 

THe next day folowyng* erly, Hollanc) and Feragus Next moming the 
came to the felde of the bataylle. The geaunt 
16 brought hys swerd e moche grete, but it was nothynge 

worth, for rollandl made prouysyon of a grete staffe or Roland takes with 

him only a great 

clubbe, ry3t longe wyth whyche he smote the geaunt ; staff, 
but he myght nowher hurte hym. & also he smote 
20 hym with grete stones an^ rounde, & coude in noo 
wyse hurte ne entre in-to hys flesshe. And in this 
maner they cessyd not to fyght tyl the houre of myd- 
day. The geaunt was wery, ancJ demaunde<$ tryews of At noon Penagns 

_ iiT»i-i-i^* tired, and 

24 Eoiland? for to slepe ana reste hym a lyteL EoUand wishes to sleep a 
was contente, and? was so noble an^ so valyaunt, that 
whan the geaunt was layed? he went and fette a grete RoUnd makes 
stone an(J layed it vnder hys heecJ, to the ende that he 

28 myght the better slepe and reste at hys ease. And 
after that he had? a lytel slepte, & that he was awakec^, 
he satte vp. And the noble Holland came and sat by 
hym and sayd to hym : " I meruaylle moche of thy 

32 feat, How thou art so stronge and? so terry ble that thou He asks him bow 
mayst not be hurt ne wouMed in thy body by swerd, by any means 

wound him. 
* 1 V. col. 2. 
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Ferra^s tells him 
that he it vulner- 
able only in the 
navel. 



The Saracen 
inquires about 
the doctrines of 
Christianity. 



Roland tells him. 



and how that all 
that are baptised 
shall be saved. 



Ferragns proposes 
to settle the ques- 
tion of religion by 
arms. 



ne by staffe, ne by stones, ne in^ ^^qo wyse." The 
geaunt, which spake spaynyssh, sayd? to hym : " I may 
not be slayn, but by the nauell." whan Rolland? herde 
that he made semblaunte that he vnderstood hym not. 4 
After Feragus demaunded hym what was hys name, 
andl of what lygnage he was. RoUand sayd to hym : 
"I am named RoUand, and am neuew of charles, the 
ryght myghty Emperour." & Feragus askedl of hym 8 
what lawe he helde. Rollandl ansuered : " I holde the 
cristen fayth by the grace of god." Feragus sayd : 
" what fayth is that, and who hath gyuen it 1 " to 
whyche Roulland? ansuerd? : "It is trouthe y* after god 12 
almy3ty had made heuen and erthe, and our fyrst fader 
adam, which was dysobeyssaunt to hys commaunde- 
ments; the world was Juged here in erthe wythoute 
hauyng* of beatytude, ne of felycyte : and long tyme 16 
after the sone of god, the second persone of the Trynyte, 
remembred hym of the valure of the soule, the whiche 
is gyuen to euery persone, and descended fro heuen and 
took our humanyte and suffred greuous passyon of 20 
paynes. And he beyng* in thys world hath gyuen en- 
seygnements and stably ssed constytucyons for to saue 
vs, & pryncypally who byleueth in hym & in hys 
werkes parfyghtly, and that he be baptysed, After thys 24 
*mortel lyf he shal be saued in heueu :• and, loo ! thys 
is the fayth that I holde, in the which I wyl deye." 
And after that Feragus had made to hym many ques- 
tyons in the fayth, and that RoUand had ansuerd to 28 
hym honourably in euery poynte, Feragus said in this, 
manere: **thou art crysteu, and wylt maynteno the 
fayth of whyche thou hast spoken, and I am a paynym, 
& holde for my god Mahoun. who of vs tweyne that 32 
shal be vanquysshed & ouercome, late hys lawe be 
holde for nought and of noo valewe, and the fayth of 
hym that is vyctoryous late it be holden for good & 



orig, un. 
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trewe, and that it be entyerly kepte and obseruecJ." 

The valyaunt Eollan(} was contente ryght wel, & ac- Roland agrees. 

ceptedl hys langage. thenne eche of them was redy to 

4 fyght. Anone Eollandf came to hym, and Feragus lyf t The fiRht u 
vp hys arme for to smyte Ilollan($ moche malycyously, 
andl Eoulland sawe the stroke come vpon hym, and 
for to voyde it he launced hys staflfe ayenst the swerde, 

8 and wyth the stroke the staffe was cutte asondre; andf Roland's staff ib 

out in two. 

there-wythal the geaunt ranne to Holland and had hym 

doun vnder hym. Eolland, consyderyng* that he myght 

not flee ne escape, he called in hys hert deuoutely the 

12 name of Ihesus, and yelded hym to god & ^to the 

vyrgyn marye : & he anon reprysed suche strengthe & but by a great 

1 -I D 1 effort he gets the 

my3t that he aroos a lytel, & myghtyly repugned the giant under him 
geaunte, in suche manere that he brought the geaunte 
16 vnder hym, and thenne moche quyckly and subtylly he 

sete hande on hys swerde, and pryched hym in the and stabs him in 

the navel. 

nauyll therwyth, & anone after aroos, and fledde al that 
he my^t to thoost of charles. Anone as feragus felte 

20 hym self hurt in that place, he cryed so hye & lowde, 
that alle they that were in that place were aferd & 
abasshed of hys crye, & he sayd : " Mahommet, my 
god, to whom I haue gyuen my fayth, come & socour 

24 me, for thou seest wel that I dye, and tarye noo lenger." 

with that hydous voys the sarasyns camen to hym and The Saraoens bear 

Ferragus away. 

bare hym awaye in theyr armes the best wyse they 
coude vnto hys lodgys ; and by that tyme rolland was 

28 comen alle hool and sauf vnto Charles. And forthwyth charies assaults 
the crysten men went Impetuously vpon the Sarasyns "'•'""°' 
that bare Feragus, and entred in to the cyte, and so takes it and 
moche dyd that the geaunt was dede, and after came 

32 in to the pryson valyauntly, and took out Ogyer, releases his 

knights. 

Eegnault, Constantyn, Hoel, and the other prysonners. 

« Ivi. 
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226 THl SARAOBNSy BY A STRATAQBM, PUT THB FBENOfl TO FLIGHT. 



The kings of 
GordoTa and 

Seyilledeiy 
Gharlei, 

who marohet 
againat them. 



The Saracens, hj 
a stratagem. 



ftighten the 
horses of the 
Frenchmen, 
and put them to 
flight. 

Charles devises a 
remedy. 



and the battle is 
renewed next 
day. 



Of tiie standard 
of the Saracens. 



% How Charles went to Cor-Mube, where the 
k3aig of the same place and' the kjmg' 
of Cybylle abode, for their destructyon : 
ca. xiij 4: 

AFter thys aforesayd, the kyng* Corbude and the 
kyng* of Cybylle sent to Charles that he shold 
come to cordube for to fyght. Anone as charles knewe 
it, he came thyder wyth all hys puyssaunce. And 8 
whan they were nygh for tassemble in bataylle, the 
sarasyns maad a moche subtyl andl wylde thynge. For 
tofore the Sarasyns that were on horsback they had! 
ordeyned men on fote, whyche had vysieres counter- 12 
feyted all black & rede, homed, and herded lyke 
deny lies, for to deceyne the crysten men j and eueryche 
of these foot men bare in hys honde a lytel belle. And 
at thentre of the bataylle they began to sowne and 16 
make suche a bruyt, that assone as the horses of the 
crysten men sawe them so counterfayted and sowne 
their bellys, so Impetuously they began to flee, disrenge 
& to be aferde, in suche maner that no man might holde 20 
theyr horses, but by force they must flee and wythdrawe 
them. Charles deuysed a remedye, and on the mome 
he blynfelde the horses and couerd theyr eyen wyth 
clothes. And stopped theyr eres, to the ende that they 24 
shold not see ne ^here the sarasyns dysguysed & coun- 
trefayted. And whan they came to bataylle in this 
manere they spared not, but slewe doun ryght, & put 
the sarasyns to deth tyl mydday ; but yet they were 28 
not al vaynquysshed, For they had a carte myghty and 
grete for to resyste and make grete empesshement to 
theyr enemyes. And this engyne was drawen wyth 
vig oxen in the warre, & ther-vpon* stode on hye the 32 
standard of theyr ensygne. & theyr custome was that 
on payne of deth noo persone, shold retome, ne goo 
* 1 yj, ool. 2. ' 1 vi, back. ' orig, thre-vpon. 



III. 1.14] THE SARACENS ABB DEFEATED AND OOBDOVA TAKEN. 227 

aback for no thyng as long as the standardf stode vp- 
ryght. herof Charles was enformecl, wherfore moche 
puyssauntly he rode thurgh the saiasyns tyl he came to 
4 the standards, and with Joyouse hys swerde he smote it chariM himwif 

outs down the 

asondre: andf anone as the saiasyns sawe that they standard, 

^ - - and the Saracens 

nedde, 6s mony of y® paynyms were slayn and dede. flee. 

& on the mome after the towne was delyuerd vnto The town is taken, 

^ and all who will 

8 Charles by the lord of the toun,-^ whyche coude not not become 

Christiana pnt to 

resyste hym, & charles was content to lete hym haue death, 
hys lyf yf he wold be baptysed, and also the toun fo* 
to holde it of hym and none otherwyse. And thenne 

12 charles ordeyned in spayne certayn of hys barons to 
kepe it, in suche wyse, that none durst assaylle it, ne 
make to it warre. For he was ^alwaye vyctoryous of 
his enemyes by the puyssaunce that he ledde, and also 

16 by dyscrecyon of hys pfersone, and pryncypally by the 
grace of god, whyche faylled not in him and in hys 
subgettes. 

^ How the chyrche of Saynt lames was 

^0 halowed by tharchebysshop Turpyn, & the 

chyrches of spayne subgettes therto, and' 

of other pryncypal chjrrches : capitulo xiiij 

CHarles the noble emperonr, after that he had 
put and sette good estate and good warde in 
spayne, he went to saynt lames wyth fewe people, chariee goes to 

St. James, 

And whan he was there, suche cristen men as he there and makes rega- 
fond he rewarded them, & dyd to them moche good, church: 

28 and he punysshed suche as were apostates, & other 
maner of peple, suche as he fonde vntryewe and dys- 
obeysaunte to holy chyrche, he lete slee and put to deth, 
or he sente theym in to fraunce to do penaunce, and 

32 bannysshed them. And thenne thorugh al the cytees appoints bishops 

and monasteries^ 

of spayne he ordeyned bysshops, relygyous, and other 

* orig. tonn. * 1 ^» back, col. 2. 
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peple of the chyrche, & made many constytucyons,^ 
synodals, and other ordynaunces vp-on the chyrche, and* 
vpon other peple. An^ in thonour of saynt ^ lames he 
and ordains that made constytucyons, and Insty tuled that al the bysshops, 4 

all the bishops of 

Spain shau be prynces, andf kynges dwellyng^ in spayne, shold^ all be 

bishop of^t. subget to the bysshop of saynt lames, and al they shold 

owe to that chyrche fydelyte, wyth al the peple of the 

londe of galyce. And accordyng^ to the same the arche- 8 

bisshop Turpyn wry teth in thys manere : " And I, 

Turpyn, archebysshop of Eaynes, was in the same place, 

where the ordenaunces aforesayd were maad. And I, 

accompanyed wyth ix honourable bysshops & of good 12 

lyf, at the requeste and postulacyon of Charles in the 

Torpin oonse- monoth of luyl, hauo halowed, dedycated, blessyd, and 

of St. James. consecrated the chyrche of saynt lames, & the aulter of 

the same. And after thenne the kynge Charles gaf al 16 
the londe of spayne & of galyce to that chyrche. And 
Charles appoints after ordeyned y^ euery hous of spayn and galyce shold 
tithes to the gyue to the chyrche of saynt lames iiij pens of the 
* money corraunt for annuel' trybute. And by the 20 

moyen therof they shold be franke and free of seruy- 
tude. And for the honour of saynt lames he estab- 
lysshed that the chyrche of the sayd place shold be 
sayd apostolyque for thexaltacion of the place. And 24 
and orders that more ouor, that the bysshopryches and specyal dygny te 
and coronations of alle spayuo & of galyce, ^and semblably the coro- 

shall take nlace 

there. nacions of kynges of al the contre, shold be crowned & 

sacred by the bysshop of saynt lames, al in lyke wyse 28 

as it hath been tofore doon in Asye in the place of 

ephesym, for the honour of holy Saynt lohan theuan- 

gelyst, brother of saynt lames, and sone of Zebedee. & 

The body of St. thus Saynt lohan was lodged in the ryght syde. And 32 

on the right side, Saynt lamies, hys brother, in the lyfte syde. Thenne 

James on the left, was accomplisshed the peticyon of their moder and of 



' arig, oonstytacyous. ' 1 vQ. ' arig, amuel. 
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hyr two sones, gloryouse frendes of our lord? Ihesu 
Cryst, whan she desyrecJ that hyr two sones shold? sytte, 
one on the ryght syde, and that other on the lyfte, 
4 whyche was thenne accomplysshecJ and termyned?. & 
therfore in the world ben thre syeges and! chyrches Thus the three 

chief chnrches in ' 

pryncypal, whyche crysten men by ryght owen texalte, the world are 
deffende and? mayntene wyth all theyr myght. ^ That Epheeue, 
8 is to wete, the chyrche of Rome, The chyrche of Ephe- * * 

sym of saynt lohan the euangelyst, And the chyrche of 
Saynt lames in galyce. And yf ony demaunded the 
cause of these thre places and? syeges pryncipal of cris- 

12 tyente, the cause is ynougb apparente. These thre 
places ben honoured? pryncypally by cause the synners 
may haue theyr recours to them for tamende theyr 
lyues, and? put -^awaye theyr synnes, & obteyne pardon 

16 and forgyuenes. Fyrst these iij appostles, that is to say, 

Saynt Peter, Saynt Johan, & saynt James, haue pre- because st. Peter, 
ceded? all the other in the companye of Jhesu Cryst James were the 

chief of the 

whan he was in thys world?, & haue ben called to hys Apostles. 

20 secretes, and that haue moost contynued wyth hym. 
Thus by good ryght, the places in whyche they haue 
conversed and contynued theyr lyues, and where theyr 
bodyes resten, oughten to be honoured and to be 

24 habundaunt in grace, f Pryncypally, saynt Peter was The church of 

_ -b i_ Rome is the head, 

the fyrst and moost hye, & preched at Eome, and there because there st. 
was martred & buryed ; Therfor the chyrche of Rome 
is enhaunced & exalted aboue al other cbyrcbes. & 
28 after saynt Johan, whyche sawe the secretes of god in 

his souper, & in ephesym he made the gospel 'In Epheeus is next, 

because there St. 

principio erat verbum & cetera^' And by his holy John wrote his 
prechyng* hath conuerted thynfydellys to the boly 
32 crysten fayth. And also saynt James, whyche had and the church of 

, ATI St. James is third. 

grete payne in spayne and in galyce, for the honour of 
god as wel for hys holy lyf, for hys myracles, as for hys 
marterdom and hys sepulture, by good ryght ought the 
memorye of them to be thorugh the vnyuersal world." 

> 1 yy, back. 
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Mannriiu and 
Bellegandas, 
kings of Sara- 
gossa, pretend to 
be ready to sub- 
mit to Charles. 



Charles sends 
Ganelon, 

requiring them to 
be baptized and 
pay tribute. 



The Saracens send 
presents to 
Charles, and in- 
duce Gimelon, by 



bribes, to promise 
to betray the 
French army. 



^% The second' parte of the thyrd book con- 
teyneth x chapytres, & speketh of the 
treason made by ganellon, and' of the deth 
of the pyeres of Fraunce. 4 

% How the treason was comprysed' by Ganel- 
lon, and of the deth of crysten men, & 
how ganellon is repreuyd by thauctour: 
capitulo primo 8 

IN this tyme were in Cezarye two kynges sarasyns 
moche myghty, that one was namecJ marfurrius, andl 
that other bellegandus, his brother, whyche were 
sente by thadmyral of babylonne in to spayne, the 12 
whyche were vnder kynge Charles, & made to hym synge 
of loue and? of subgectyon, and went by hys commaunde- 
ment holyly and vnder the shadowe of decepcyon. 
Themperour, seyng that they were not crysten, and for 16 
to gete seygnourye ouer them, he sente for ganellon, in 
whome he had? fyaunce, that they s&old? doo baptyse 
them, or ellys that they shold? sende to hym trybute in 
sygne of fydelyte of their centre. Ganellon, the traytre, 20 
went thyder and? dyd? to them the message, and? after 
that he had with them many deceynable wordes, they 
sente hym ageyn to charles wyth xxx hors laden with 
gold & syluer, wyth clothes of sylke, ^and? other 24 
rychesses, & iiij hondred hors laden with swetewyn, 
for to gyue to the men of Warre for to drjmke ; Ss also 
they sente, aboue thys, to them a thousand? fayr wymmen 
sarasyns, in grete poynte and? yonge of age : And al thys 28 
in sygne of loue and of obeyssaunce. and after they 
gaf to ganellon xx hors charged? wyth gold and syluer, 
sylkes, and other precyosytees, that by hys moyen he 
shold? brynge in to theyr hondes the companye of 32 
charles yf he myght doo it 



* 1 vij, back, col. 2. 
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Thenne ganellon was surprysed wyth thys fals 
auaryce, whycli consumeth alle the swetenes of charyte 
that is in persones, for to haue gold? or syluer & other 
4 rychesses, & made a pacte ancP couenaunte wyth the oaneion bargains 

to betray Charlen 

sarasyns for to betraye hys lord?, hys neyghbours, & andhiafeUow- 

crysten brethem, & sware that he wold not faylle them ^^ °**°' 

of thenterpryse ; but I merueylle moche of ganellon, 

8 which made thys treason, wythoute to haue ^ cause 

coloured? ne Juste. 

IF O wycke(J Ganellon, thou were comen of noblesse, The author'a re- 
proach to Qanelon 

& thou hast doon a werke vylaynnous : thou were ryche for us treachery, 
12 & a grete lord?, and for money thou hast betraye(J thy 
mayster. Emonge alle other thou were chosen for to 
goo to y® sarasyns for grete trust : emonge al the other, 
and for the fydelyte that was thought in ^the, thou 
16 hast consented? to trayson, and? allone hast commysed? 
Infydelyte. Fro whens cometh thyn Inyquyte, but of 
a fals wylle plunged? in thabysme of auaryce? Thy for which he had 

no reason bat 

naturel souerayn lord?, EouUand?, Olyuer, & the other, avarice, 

20 what haue they doon to the ? yf thou haue a wycked 

hate ayenst one persone, wherfore consentest thou to 

destroye thynnocentes ? was there noo persone that thou 

louedest whan to al crysten men thou hast ben tray tre 1 

24 was there ony reason in the, whan thou hast ben capy- 

tayn ayenst the fayth 9 what auayleth the prowesse that 

thou hast made in tyme passed, whan thyn ende shew- 

eth that thou hast doo wyckednes 1 O fals auaryce, and 

28 ardeur of concupiscence ! he is not the fyrst that by the which had mined 

so many* 

is comen to myscheyf . by the Adam was to god? dys- 
obeysaunt, and? the noble cyte of Troye the grauTide put 
to yttre ruyne and destructyon. Thus in thys manere 
32 ganellon brought gold? and syluer, wyn, wymmen, and Qaneion presents 

the presents to 

other rychesses, as tofore he had enterprysed. Whan charies, 
Charles sawe al this, he thought that al way doon in who fuis into the 

trap. 

good entent and? equyte and wy thout barat. The grete 
* orig, hane. ' 1 viy, ool. 2. 
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He takes the gold 
and silver himself, 
and flr^ves the 
wine to his 
knights. 



Charies, per- 
suaded by Gane- 
Ion, sends his 
homewards. 



Marsarios and 
Bellegandns lay 
an ambush in 
Ronoesvalles, 



which fidls on the 
French. 



The fight lasts all 
day. 



At night the 
French soldiers 
get drunk on the 
wine. 



Then 80,000 Sara- 
sens &11 on them. 



lordes & knyghtes toke the wyn for them, and charles 
took onely the gold and syluer, & the moyen people 
took the hethen wymmen. Themperour ^gaf consente 
to the wordes of ganellon, For he spake moche wysely, 4 
and? wrought in suche wyse that charles andf aUe hys 
hoost passed? the porte of Cezarye; for ganellon dyd 
hym to vnderstowde that the kynges aforesayd wold 
become crysten and be baptysed, and? swere fydelyte to 8 
the emperour; And? anone sent his peple tofore, and? 
he came after in the ryere warde, & had? sente Eoulland? 
& Olyuer & the moost specyal of hys subgettes wyth a 
thousand? fyghtyng* men, aud? were in Eouncyuale. 12 
Thenne the kynges Marfuryus Ss Bellegandns, after 
the couwceyl of ganellon, wyth fyfty thousand? sarasyns 
were hydde in a wode, abydyng & awaytyng the frenssh 
men, & there they abode ij dayes and? two nyghtys, & 16 
deuyded? theyr men in two party es. In the first they 
put XX M sarasynz, and? in that other they put xxx 
thousand? sarasyns. IF In the vaunte garde of charles 
were xx thousand? crysten men, whyche anone were 20 
assayllec} wyth xx thousanc} sarasyns, and? maad warre 
in suche wyse that they were constrayned to withdrawe 
them ; For fro the momyng vnto the houre of tyerce 
they seaced not to fyght and smyte on them, wherfore 24 
the crysten men were moche wery, and had? nede to 
reste theym. Neuertheles, they ^dronken wel of the 
good swete wyn of the sarasyns moche largely. And? 
after many of them that were dronke went & laye by 28 
the wymmen sarasynoys, & also wyth other that they 
had brought oute of fraunce, wherfore the wylle of god 
was that they shold? al be dede, to thende that their 
martyrdom & passyon myght be the cause of theyr 32 
saucyon & purgyng of their synne. For anone after 
the thyrty thousand sarasyns cam that were in the 
second batayl vpon the frenssh men soo Impetuovsly 
' 1 viij, back. ' 1 viij, back, col. 2. 
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that they were al dede andl slayn, Except Roullandl, and slay au except 

-wi-i Roland, Thieny, 

bamdouyn, & Tnyerry. Tne otner were slayn and! dede and Baldwin. 

with speres: somme slayn, somme rested?, and? other 
4 quartred?, and submysed? to many tormentes. And whan 

thys dyscomfyture was doon, Ganellon was with charles, 

and also thai?chebysshop Turpyn, whych knewe jiothyng 

of this werke so soroufnl, sauf onely the traytre, whyche 
8 supposed? that they aUe ha(J be destroyed? and? put to 

deth. U Of the languysshe that was comynge to Charles, 

he wyste not, how sone it was comyng*. 

% Of the deth of kyng Marfurius, and' how 
12 RouUand' was hurt wyth foure speres mor- 
tally after that al his peple were slayn : 
capitulo : ij 

[He bataylle, as I haue sayd tofore, was moche 
sharpe. whan EollancJ, whyche was moche wery, 
retorned he recountred? in hys waye a sarasyn 
moche fyers & blacke as boylled? pytche, and anone he Roland captures 

a Saracen, 

took hym at thentre of a wode <^ bonde hym to a whom he ties to 

a tree. 

20 tree straytely, wythoute doyng* to hym ony more harme, 
and after took and rode vpon an hylle for to see the 
boost of the sarasyns. And? the crysten men that were 
fledde : & saw grete quantyte of pajrnyms. Wherfore 

24 anone he sowned? and blewe his home of yuorye moche 
lowde. And wyth that noyse cam to hym an hundred 
crysten men wel arayed and habylled wythoute moo. 
And whan they were come to hym he retomed to the 

28 sarasyn that was bounde to the tree. And Eoulland 

helde hys swerd ouer hym, sayeng that he shold deye, and afterwards 

compels to point 

yf he shewed to hym not clerely the kyng Marfuryus, out to wm Mar* 
& yf he so wold do he shold not deye. The sarasyn 
32 was contente, and sware, that he shold gladly do it for 
to saue his lyf ; & soo he brought hym wyth hym vnto 

^ mj. 
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ALL THB FRINCIH ARK KILLED BZOEPT THREE. [ill. U. 2. 



TheSsraoen 
points oat ICar- 
rariiu, 



whom Boland 
kills. 



The Saracens fly 
before him. 



All the French 
are killed, except 
three. 



Bellegandaa and 
his men fly. 



the place where they sawe the paynyms, andf shewed to 
Eolland Whyche was the kyng, whyche rode vpon a 
lede hors, & other certeyn tokenes. Andf in thys poynt 
Eoullandf, reconfermed in hys strengthe, trustyng* i. 
^veryly in the myght of god and in the name of Ihesus, 
as a lyon entredf in to the bataylle, & emonge them he 
encountred a saiasyn whyche was gretter than ony 
of the other, & gaf to hym so grete a stroke wyth 8 
durandal vpon the hede that he clefte hym & hys hors 
in two partes, that the one parte went on one syde Ss 
that other on the other syde. wherfore the sarasyns 
were soo trouble($ andf abasshed? of the myght andf puys- 12 
saunce of Eollandf, that they alle fledde tofore hym^ Ss 
thenne abode the kynge Marfuryus wyth a fewe folke. 
Thenne rolland sawe thys kyng^, And wythoute fere came 
to hym andf put hym to deth Incontynewt. Andf alle 16 
the hondredf crysten men that were wyth Eoullandf in 
thys recountre were dolorously slayn Ss put to deth, 
Except onely baulduyn an(J Thyerry, whyche for fere 
fledde in to the wode. But after that Eolland had 20 
slayn kyng* Marfuryus he was sore oppressyd, & in 
suche wyse deteyned that wyth foure grete speres he 
was smyton and wounded mortally, & beten with 
stoones, and hurte wyth dartes and other shotte mor- 24 
tally. And not withstondyng these greuous hurte Ss 
woundes, yet, maulgre al the sarasyns, he sprange out 
of the bataylle, and saued hym seK the best wyse he 
myght. 23ellegandus, broder of Marfuryus, doubtyng 28 
that helpe & ayde shold come to the crysten people^ 
retomed in to another contreye', wyth hys peple moche 
hastely. And themperour Charles had thenne passed 
the montayne of Eoncyuale, and knewe nothyng of 32 
these thynges afore sayd, ne what had be doon. 



' m J, col. 2. 



' m J, back. 
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% How RoUand deyed' holyly, after many mar- 
tyres & orysons made to god ful deuoutely, 
& of the complaynte maad' for hys swerde 
4 durandal: capitulo iij 

R011an(J the valyaunt, and champyon of the crysten 
fayth, was moche sorouful of the crysten men, by 
cause they had? noo socours ; he was moche wery, Roland, although 

greatly oxhaustod 

8 gretely abasshed, & moche afifebledl in hys persone, for byioeaofbiood. 
he had lost moche of his blode by his foure mortal 
woundes, of whyche the leste of them was sufiysaunt 
for hym to haue deyed, and? he had? grete payne to gete 

12 hym oute fro the sarasyns for to haue a lytel com- 
memoracion of god? tofore or the soule shold? departe 
fro his body, so moche he enforced hym, that he came straggle* nearly 
to the fote of a montayne, nygh to the porte of Cezarye, 

16 and? brought hym self nygh to a rocke ryght by Kon- 

cyuale, vnder a tree in a fayr medowe. whan he sat where he iiei 

down. 

down ^on the grounde he behelde his swerde, the best 

that euer was^ named? durandal, whyche is as moche to 

20 say as gyuyng an hard stroke, whyche was ryght fayr 

& rychely made : the handle was of fyn beryle, shynyng* He looks with 

grief on Dorandalf 

meruallously ; on hye it had a fayre crosse of gold, in 
the which was wryton the name of Ihesus. It was so 
24 good? & fyn, that sonner shold the arme faylle than the 
swerde. he took it out of y* shethe & sawe it shjrne 
moche bryght, and by cause it shold chaunge his maister 
he had moche sorowe in his hert, and wepyng, he sayd »«* weeping, 

> rj ©> J Mda It IhrewelL 

28 in thys maner pytously : IT " swerd of valure, the 
fayrest that euer was, thou were neuer but fayr, Ne 
neuer fonde I the but good : thou art long* by mesure ; 
Thou hast be so moche honoured, that alwaye thou 

32 barest with the the name of the blessyd Ihesus, sauyour 
of the world, whyche hath endowed the wyth the power 
of god. who may comprehende thy yalnie 9 Alas ! 

* m J, back, col. 2. 
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ROLAND BLOWS HIS HORN FOR HBLP. 



[ill. ii 8. 



Roland hunento 
oyer his aword 
IXurandaL 



I>etenntned that 
no Saracen shall 
ever have it. 



tries to break it 
on a rock, 



bat Darandal 
cleaves the rook 
without harm to 
itself. 



Roland blows his 
ivory horn so hard 
that it breaks, 



and the veins of 
his neck bnrst. 



Charles hears the 
horn and recog- 
nizes it. 



who sbal haue the after me ) who someuer hath the . 
shal neuer be vaynquysshed, alwaye he shal haue good 
fortune. Alas ! what shal I more ouer say for the, 
goo(J swerde ? many sarasyns haue ben destroyed by 4 
the ; thynfydels and myscreauntes haue ben slayn by 
the ; the name of god is exalted by the ; by the is 
made the path of ^sauement. O, how many tymes 
haue I by the auenged thyniurye made to god 1 O, 8 
how many men haue I smyton and cutte a-sondre by 
the myddle ! 0, my swerde, whyche hfiwt ben my com- 
fort and my Joye, whych neuer hurtest persone that 
myght escape fro deth ! 0, my swerde, yf ony persone 12 
of \L00 value shold haue the & I knewe it, I shold deye 
for sorowe." After that Kolland had wepte ynough, he 
had fere that somme pajrnym myght fynde it after his 
deth, wherfore he concluded ^ in hym seK to breke it, 16 
and toke it & smote it vpon a rocke wyth alle hys 
myght iij tymes wythoute hurtyng* ony thynge the 
swerde, and clefte the rocke to therthe, and coude in no 
wyse breke the swerde. Whan he sawe the facyon and 20 
coude do nomore therto, he took his home, whyche was 
of yuorye moche rychely made, and sowned & blewe it 
moche strongely, to the ende that yf there were ony 
crysten men hydde in the wodes or in the waye of 24 
theyr retournyng^, that they shold come to hym tofore 
they wente ony ferther, and to fore he rendred hys 
sowle. Thewne, seyng^ that none came, he sowned it 
ageyn by soo grete force and vertu, and so Impetuously, 28 
that the home roof a sondre in the myddle, and the 
vaynes of hys necke braken a sondre, and the 'sjrnewes 
of his body stratcheden. And that noys or voys by the 
grace of god came to the eeres of Charles, whyche was 32 
eyght myle fro hym. The Emperour, heeryng the 
home, he knewe wel that Holland had blowen it, and 
wold haue retomed ageyn, but Qanellon, the traytre, 
' m ij. * orig. oenduded. * m ^i ool. 2. 
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whyche knewe wel alle the fayt, dystoumed hym, in but Ganeion per- 
suades him that 
sayeng< that Kollan(J had? blowen his home for somine Roland is hunt- 

— inff 

wylde beest that he chaced? for his playsyr ; For ofte 
4 tymes he wold blowe hys home for lytel thynge, and 
that he shol(J not doubte of nothyng*. IT And thus he 
dyd? the kynge to vnderstonde that he byleuecJ hym, 
and? made none other semblaunte. Neuertheles, Rol- 
8 land, leyng* in thys sorowe, he peasecP hys woundes also 
wel as he myght, ancB stratched? hymself on the grasse Roland stretches 

himself on the 

to the fresshenes for to forgete hys thurst, whyche was grass, 
ouer grete. 

12 IF Here vpon Baulduyn, hys brother, came vnto hym, Baldwin comes to 
whyche was moche heuy an(J sorouful for hys brother 
Roullanc?, whyche was in that necessyte. And? anone 
RoullancJ sayd? to hym, "my frende and? my brother, 

16 1 haue so grete thurst that I must nedes deye yf I haue RoUmd asks for 

, , , . ,1 , water, but Bald- 

not drynke to aswage my thurst. win can find non^ 

IF Baulduyn ha(J grete payne in goyng* here and? there, 

and * coude fynde no water, and came to hym ageyn & 

20 sayde he coude fynde none ; and? in grete anguysshe he 

lepte^ on Eoullandes hors, and? rode for to fetche charles, and rides off to 
For he knewe wel that roUand was nyghe hys deth. 
Anone after came to hym Thyerry, due of Ardayne, 

24 whyche wepte vpon Rolland? so contynuelly that he my3t 

not speke. but with grete payne Eolland confessyd hym Roland confesses 
and dysposed hym of hys conscyence. neuertheles, that 
same day Rolland had receyued the body of our lord, 

28 For the custome was that the subgettes of Charles that 
day whyche they shold fyght were confessyd & comuned 
wythoute fayllyng by men of the chyrche, which alway 
were wyth them. Rolland, whyche knew hys ende by and knowing hiM 

32 entyer contemplacyon, hys eyen lyfte vp to heuen, & 
hys hondes loyned, al stratched in the medowe, began 
to say thus : " Fayre lord god, my maker, my redemour, commends him- 

sdf to God, 

Bone of the gloryous moder of comforte, thou knowest 
' m \j, back. ' orig, lefte 
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myn eiitency[o]n, thou knowest what I haue doon for 
pnyingforiiMrpf the bounte that is in the. by thy grete mercy of 

whyche thou art enuyronned, by the grace whyche iu 
throagh tho the haboundeth, by the meryte of thy passyon, holy 4 

merito of Christ, 

and bytter, with a good and humble hert I requyre the 
y* tofore the thys day my faul-^tes, syiines, and ygnor- 
aunces may be pardouned to me, and take noo regarde 
to the trespaces that I haue doon to the ; but beholde 8 
that I deye for the, and in the fayth that thou hast 
ordeyned. remembre that thou hengest on the tree of 
the crosse for the synnars, and so as thou hast redemed 
me, I beseche the that I be not loste. Alas 1 my maker 12 
god omnypotent, wyth good wylle I departed oute of 
my contreye for to defende thy name, and for to mayn- 
and for the dan- teue crystendom. IF Thou knowest that I haue suflfred 

gen and troubles 

he has gone many anguysshes of hungre, of thurst, of hete, of colde, 16 

Christian religion. & many mortal woundes. And day and nyght to the, 
my god, I yelde me culpable ; I mystrust not thy mercy, 
thou art pyetous ; thou art comen for the synnars ; thou 
pardonest marye magdelene and the good theef on the 20 
crosse, by cause they retomed vnto the; they were 
synnars as I am ; lyke as they dyd I crye the mercy, 
& better yf I coude saye it. thou byheldest how Abra- 
ham was obeyssaunt to the of hys sone ysaac, wherfor 24 
he ferde moche the better ; byholde me how I am obe- 
dyent to the commaundements of the chyrche : I byleue 
in the, I loue the aboue all other, I loue my neyghbour. 
He prays for the if O good lord, I bescchc the to pardoune & f orgyue 28 

sonlsofhiseom- 

radee. alle theym that thys day ben deed in ^my companye, 

& that they may be saued. Also, my maker, I requyre 
the to take hede of the pacyence of Job, for which he 
was moche the better, that I deye here for thurst, and 32 
am allone. I am wounded mortally, and may not helpe 
my self, and take in pacyence alle the sorowe that I 
suf&e, and am therwyth content whan it pleaseth the. 
* m ij, back, col. 2. * m iij. 
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as al thys is trewe, pardone me, comforte my spyryte, 
receyue my soule, and? brynge me to reste perdurable." 
Whan RoUand had? prayed thus, he sette hys handes Then he cro««es 

hii hands on his 

4 on hys body, holdyng* hys flesshe, and? after saytf thre breast, 
tymes, IF << Et in came mea videbo deum saluatorem 
meTun," and? after layed his handes on hys eyen, and 
sayd?, <<Et ocnli isti conspectnri sunt, In thys 

8 flesshe that I holde I shal see my sauyour, and? these 

eyen shal beholde hym ; " and after he sayd? that he 

sawe thynges celestyal, whyche the eyen of mankynde 

myght not see, ne the eeres here^ ne the hert thynke, 

12 the glorye whyche god? hath maad? redy to them that 

louehym; and in sayeng*, '^Inmanns tuas, domine, and saying, "into 

thy hands I com- 

commendo spiritnm meum, he layed hys annes ypon mend my spirit," 

expires. 

hys body in manor of a crosse, & gaf ancJ rendred hys 
16 soule to god? the xyj kalendes of JuyL 

^^ Of the vysyon of the deth of RouUand', 

and' of the sorowe of Charles, and' how 

he complayned' hym pyetously, & other 

20 maters: capitulo iiij 

{He day that EouUand? the marter rendred? hys "The day that 

I, -kTm i-LT I* Roland died, I, 

soule vnto god?, I, Turpyn, archebysshop of xurpin, 
Eaynes, was in the valeye of Eouncyuale, tof ore 
24 charles the Emperour, and sayd? masse for the soules was celebrating 

mass before 

whyche were passed oute of thys world?. And? as I charies, 
W8ts in the secrete of the masse I was rauysshed?, and? 
herde the aungellys of heuen synge and make grete 
28 melodye. And? I wyst not what it myght be, ne wher- 

fore they soo dyd?. And? as I sawe the aungellys mounte and in the 

•^ "^ 1 j» 'secret* I saw a 

in to heuen on hye, I sawe comyng* a grete legyon of vision of bhw* 

_ _ spirits passing 

knyghtes, alle blacke, ageynst me, the whyche bere a with great noiM^ 
32 praye, wherof they maad? grete nbyse and desraye. 
whan they were tofore me in passyng*, I sayd? to them 

» m ly, ool. 2. 
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CHARLES RETURNS i^ND FINDS ROLAND DEAD. [ill. ii. 4. 



and I asked them 
who they were^ 



and they told me 
ofthedeattuof 
Manariiu and 
Roland. 



And I told the 
Tiai<m to Charlee, 



and, while I was 
speaking, came 
Baldwin, and told 
osoftheslaaghter 
of our men. 



And Charles 
ordered the army 
torotom, 



and he himself in 
(h>nt fomid 
Roland dead. 



and he wept and 
lamented over 
him bitterly. 



and demauraded who they^ were, & what they bare. 
One of the deuylles ansuerd & sayd, *we here the 
kyng Marfuryus in to helle, for long a-goon he hath 
wel deseruedf it. And? Houlland, your trompette, wyth 4 
Mychel thaungel & many other in his companye, is 
broi^t in to Joye perdurable to heuen.' And as the 
masse was fynysshed I ^recounted to charles the vysyon 
whyche I had seen, how thangellys of heuen bare the 8 
sonle of Eoulland in to paradys, & the deuylles bare 
the soule of a sarasyn in to belle. Thus, as I sayd 
these wordes, balduyn, whyche rode on Eollandes hors, 
cam hastely and said to charles how the crysten men 12 
were dede & bytrayed, and how Kolland was hurte, 
and in what estate he had lefte hym. Assone as he 
had tolde thys, the crye was made thurgh thoost that 
euery man shold retorne backe, & there was a grete 16 
bruyt. But themperour Charles, to whome thys mater 
touched at the hert more than to ony other, auaunced 
hym for to goo thyder ; and whan he came he fonde 
Eolland expyred, hys hondes in crosse vpon hys vysage 20 
al stratched. And anone Charles fyl doim vpon hym, 
and began to wepe moche tenderly, smytyng* hym on 
his vysage, rendyng his clothes, & tormented hys body, 
& myght not speke a grete whyle. whan he was re- 24 
tomed to hym self by ardeur of dylectyon and excercyte 
of sorowe, he sayd in thys wyse : * comforte of my 
body, honour of frenssh men, suerd of lustyce, spere 
that myght not bowe, hawberck that myght not be 28 
broken, helme of helthe, resemblyng* to ludas^ macha- 
beus in prowesse, samblant to sampson *in strengthe, & 
to Absalon in beaultel ryght dere neuew, tayr & 
wyse, in batayl ryal ! destroyer of the sarasyns, de- 32 
fendour of crysten men, walle of clergye, staffe to 
wydowes & of poure orphelyns, Releuer of chyrches. 



* orig. w hothey. * m iy, back. 
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tonge of trouthe, Mouthe wythout lesyng*, trewe in al 
Tugement, pry nee of bataylle, conduytour of the frendes 
of god, Augmentour of the crysten fayth, & byloued 
4 of euery persone ! Alas ! why haue I brought the in And he lamented 

'' ^ "^ ° . over him as David 

to a straunge contreyel wherfor am I not dede with* overAtwdom, 
the? Eoullandf, wherfor leuest thou me heuy & 
sorouf ul 1 helas ! cay tyf that I am, what shal I doo % 
8 Alas ! sorouf ul, whyther shal I goo? I praye to almyghty 
god? that he conserue the ; I requyre thangellis of heuen 
that they be in thy companye ; I requyre the marters, 
of whom thou art of the nombre, y* they wyl receuye 

12 the in to the loye perdurable, alway I shal remembre 
the wepyng, alway I shal fele thy departyng, as dauyd 
dyd of natan & of absalon. Alas ! Eolland, thou goost 
in to lyf & loye perdurable, & leuest me in thys world 

16 sorouf ul. Thou art in heuen in consolacion, & I am in 
wepynges & tribulacions. Alle the world is euyl cow- 
tent of thy deth, & thangellys hath brou3t the in com- 
forte.* In thys manere and otherwyse Charles bewept 

20 an(J ^sorowed? his neuew EoullancJ. And he made hys 
tentys to be sette vp there, for to lodge there al that 
nyght, & dyd? doo make grete fyres and? grete lyghtes 
for to watche the body of Eoulland; & after he dyd and, after, caused 

his body to be 

24 do enoynte hys body with myrre & baulme and other embalmed, 
thynges aromatiques, for to conserue the body from euyl 
sauour; and? his obsequyes were made, & hys entyer- 
ment with grete prayers, offirynges, & almesses in grete 

28 contemplacion." 

% How Olyuer was founden slayn, and' of the 
deth of the sarasyns, & of the deth of 
ganellon, whyche was hydous : capitulo v 

32 "^N the morne erly, charles came where the bataylle 

had been with his peple, and there they fonde the Next moming the 

noble Olyuer stratched oute in maner of a crosse, found, 

* orig. thith. ' m iiij. 
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fiutened to four -whyclie was f astned? to foure stakes with iiij cordes & 

stakes, 

and flayed. sharply bounden, andf fro the necke to the nayles or 

vngles of his feet and? handes he was flayn ; he was al 
to-hewen, and shotte & hurte wyth speres, sharp dartes, 4 
quarellys, & arowes, & beten wyth staues; he was al 
to-faisshed? and? broken, wherfore the crye of many of 
the crysten began to renewe for the hydous deth of 

Charles vows he Olyuer, ancB of many other, wherfore Charles ^sware by 8 

will never oea8e 

till he has avenged god? almvghty that he wold neuer cesse tyl that he had 

thedeathofhis T , , o * , , , , , . 

men. founden the sarasyns, & forth wyth he went wyth his 

boost & noblesse, and? by cause that the paynyms were 
moche* ferre fro them, god shewecJ a fayr myracle; 12 

By a miracle the For that Same day was prolonged? thre dayes longe 

day continues till 

he overtakes the wy thout that the sonne remeued? ony thynge. and they 
fonde the sarasyns by a ryuer named? Ebra in Cezarye, 
whyche rested them, and? ete & dranke at theyr ease, 16 
wythout doubtyng of ony thyng. anc? charles & hys 

slays 4000 of people Came vpon them so Impetuously that in a litel 

them. 

whyle there were slayn iiij M sarasyns, and? the other 
fledde & saued them self. Thenne themperour, seyng 20 
that he myght goo no ferther, retomed to rouncyuale, 
Then Charles An(? began tenquyre vpon the fay t of trayson, and? who 

enquires who was 

the traitor. had? doon it, & what man. Thenne he was enformed? 

that Ganellon had made it, and that was the comune 24 

Thierry accuses oppynyon of them alle. And? emonge alle other Thyerry 
accuse($ an(} appeled? hym of the treason, and that he 
wol(J fyght in the quarel. IT For Thyerry had? know- 
leche by the sarasyn that roUand had bounden to a tree. 28 

Charles appoints The kjTng* charles ordeyned? a knyght for ganellon, 

forOaneion. named pynable, to fy3t ayenst thyerry. And whan 
these ij champyons were in the lystes, 'anone pynalle 

Thieny slays him, was slayne by Thyerry; and? as wel by thys moyen as 32 
by other, it apperecJ clerely that ganellon had by tray ed? 
them, wherfore the emperour Charles, wythoute goyng* 
ony ferther, dyd to take iiij grete horses, & made to sytte 

' m iiy, col. 2. * orig. mocbe. ' m iiij, back. 
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on them iiij stronge men, & bonde ganellon to two 
horses by his ij handes, and bonde the two feet to the 
other ij horses, & made hym to be drawen with the one and charies 

has Gkinelon 

4 hors toward y® eest, & that other toward? the weste, that drawn in pieces 

by horses* 

other ayenst the southe, an($ that other toward the 
north. In this maner eche of the hors drewe forth his 
quarter of the body of the parte whyche he was 
8 bouuden vnto. 

% How after the thynges afore sayd' charies 

gaf thankynges & preysynges to god & 

saynt Denys, & of the constytucions that 

12 he made in fraunce : capitulo yj 

'Han thexecucyon was doon of Ganellon and 

executed, charies & hys people cam in to the The French army 

attend to their 

place where the f rensshe men had be slayn, & dead comrades : 

16 bygan to knowe theyr parents, frendes, & lordes, for to 

here them in to halo wed place, they caryed somme some they bury, 

vpon theyr horses ; Other salted them wyth salte, for others they em- 
balm and take 
to mayntene them to brynge them in to theyr contreye ; with them. 

20 Other buryed them in the same place, & ^ somme bare 

theym on their sholdres. Somme ennoynted them wyth 

oylle and myrre, & somme wyth baulme the best wyse 

they myght. Neuertheles, there were two cymytoyres Two cemeteries 

are made, one at 

24 or chircheyerdes, ryght deuoute & pryncypally halo wed 
emonge the other, whych were sacred and blessyd wyth 
vij bysshops. That one of the cymytoyres was in erles, >ries, the other 
and that othe[r] in burdegale. & Saynt maxymyen of 

28 ays, Saynt Trophyn of arles, poule of nerbonne, Saynt 
Saturyn of Tholouse,* saynt fontyn of poytyers, saynt 
Marcel of lymoges, and saynt Eutrope of xayntes had 
sacred and halowed them. In whyche places were where the French^ 

dead are buried. 

32 buryed the moost party of the f rensshe men slajrn and 
destroyed in rouncyuale. Themperour dyd do bere 

* m iiij, back, col. 2. 
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Boland is buried 
at Blois, at the 
Church of St. 
Romatn. 



Oliyer and othen 
are buried at 
Bordeaux. 



Charlee flr^vM all 
the land for seven 
miles round to the 
church of St. 
Bomain, for the 



sake of Roland, 



and appoints 
masses for the 
dead. 

At Aries are 
buried Samson, 
Naymes, and 
others. 



Constantine's 
body is taken to 
Rome. 



rollandl, the gloryous marter, ypon two mules couen) 
wyth clothes of sylke, honourably vnto hloye, & in the 
chyrche of saynt Eomayn, the whyche he had edefyedf 
and founded wyth chanonnes reguler, he dyd lychely 4 
buiye hym, and wyth grete magnyfycence ; & on hye, 
ouei his sepulture, he dyd do sette hys swerde, and at 
hys feet he dyd do sette his home of yuorye. Not 
wythstondyng, after, the home was taken aweye and 8 
home to Saynt Seueryn at bourdeaws. At bourdeaulx 
were buryed olyuer & gaudeboy, ^kyng* of Fryse, Ogyer, 
kynge of denmark ; and Crestayn, kyng of bretayne ; 
Garyn, due of Lorayne, and many other. As for Eafe- 12 
lus, kynge of bourdeaulx ; Euglerius, kyng of guyan ; 
lambert, kyng* of bourges, and galerus reygnaut, with 
V M other, charles gaf xij C vnces of sUuer of money 
that tyme courant, & as moche of talents of gold, & 16 
many robes and mete to poure peple, for sauacyon of 
their soulea and al the londe seuen myle aboute he gaf 
to the chyrche of saynt Komayn, and maad it subgette 
to that relygyon. And al bloye, wyth thappertenauntes 20 
and the see ayenst the sayd terry torye, he gaf semblably 
to the sayd chyrche for charyte & loue of EoUand, and 
ordeyned it so for euer. and on the day of their pas- 
syon he ordeyned that in the same place shold euery 24 
yere perpetuelly xxx poure men be fedde and clothed 
competently, and thyrty messys songen for them that 
there were buryed and entyered, and for aUe them that 
were dede in spayne for the crysten faytL In Aries 28 
was buryed the counte of lengres ; samson, due of bour- 
goyne ; Naymes, due of bauyere ; Arnold de bellandus, 
and Albert bourgoynon, and other fyue knyghtes, wyth 
ten thousand other moyen peple. Constantyn, pro- 32 
uoste of 2 Rome, was borne to Rome wyth many other 
Romayns, and for y* remedye of theyr soules them- 
perour gaf in arles for aim esse xij C vnces of syluer 
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and xij talentes of gold?, whyche was worth a grete 
somme of gold? & syluer courant in tliat tyme. 

% How Charles wente in to Almayne, where 

4 he deyed' holyly, And of hys deth shewed 

to Turpyn, and' of hys buryeng' Impery- 

ally : capitulo vij 

AFter the thynges afore sayd?, Themperour charles Charles goes to 
Vienna^ 
and Turpyn, wyth the other, came and? passecf by 

vyenne; & there Turpyn tharchebysshop, a moche 

holy man, abode, for he was wery and? moche febled? where he leaves 

Turpin, 

of the payne that he had? had? for the fayth in spayne. 

12 and? Charles wente to parys, & anone after he assemaled? and thence to 
al the noWes and the moost grettest lordes of hys con- '"^ 
treye, for to establyssh certayn ordynaunces, and for to 
gyue thankynges to god? & to saynt Denys of the vyc- 

16 torye that he had obteyned in his tyme vpon the sara- 
syns, paynyms, & myscreauntes. And after that he 
had? thanked god and saynt denys, and to his chyrche 
fast by parys, lyke as saynt Poule thappostle and saynt 

20 Clement the pope had ^doon in tyme passed?, he maad? He ordains that 
constytucyon entyere that al the kynges of Fraunce shaii be crowned 
present & to come shold obeye to the pastour that shold 
be for y® tyme of that chyrche, and that neuere kyng* 

24 shold? be crowned wythoute the pastour of that chyrche, 

ne the bysshop of parys shol(J not be receyued? at Rome and au bishops 

should be subject 

wythout hys consent & comandement. And he gaf to the priest of 
many rychesses to y* chirche, & in token that fraunce 
28 was gyuen to that chyrche of saynt denys, he ordeyned? 

that euery possessour in al y® nacyon of £raunce shold? Also that every 

person should pay 

gyue & be bouwden to gyue to the chyrche of saynt to it yearly four 

pence, 

denys, for to edefye & augmente it, iiij pens of money 

32 courant yerely & perpetuelly, & al they that shold gyue 

it wyth a good wylle, yf they were of bonde & serue 

' m y, back. 
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and any bondmen 
who paid this 
shoald be flree. 



He prays for the 
souls of bis 
soldiers. 



St. Denis ap- 
pears to him, 



and declares that 
all who pay the 
annual pence to 
his church, shall 
have forgiveness 
of their sins. 



And this payment 
was called the 
Frank of St. 
Denis, 



whence the coun- 
try has its name 
of France. 



condycion, he wolcJ they shold be franke & free of con- 
dycyon. And? after anone these thynges ordeyned, he 
went & came tofore the body of saynt denys moche 
deuoutely, & there he prayed the glorious saynt that he 4 
wold? praye vnto our lord? Ihesu Cryst, that alle they y* 
were dede of the crysten fayth in the tyme that he had 
regned? that they myght be sauedf, and? that the payne 
that they had? taken my3t be to them the crowne of mar- 8 
tyrdom in the glorye perdurable ; & in semblable wyse 
he prayed? for al them that wold? ^paye gladly the pens 
aforesayd? to his chyrche. As god? wold?, that nyght 
folowyng* saynt denys appyered? to hym, & sayd? to 12 
hym in thys manere : " kynge, vnderstonde me, 
knowe thou, that I haue made prayer to god, my maker, 
Ss he hath graunted? that alle they that haue been ayenst 
the sarasyns with the haue pardon of al theyr trespaces, 16 
& that wyllyngly shal paye the penyes for the edefy- 
cacyon of my chyrche & augmentyng* the seruyce of 
god?, they shal haue amendement of lyf and pardon of 
theyr synnes." This vysyon on the mome themperour 20 
recounted to hys peple, lyke as he had herd, by cause 
they shold wyth a good wylle pay the penyes that ho 
had ordeyned ; & he that gaf it was called the franke of 
saynt denys, by cause that he was free and? quyte of al 24 
seruage by the commandement of the kyng. After 
came the custome that that londe whyche was called 
Gallia loste hys name, & was called frauwce, as it is 
name(J at thys day, & Fraunce is as moche to say as 28 
free of al seruage anenst al peple; anc^ therfore the 
lordes of Fraunce for this cause emonge al crysten men 
owen to be honoured & praysed. 
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% The recapitulacion of alle thys werke, & of 
his deth at Aeon, & of hys sepulture : 
capitulo viij 

He kyng Charles contynued gloriously his lyf 
in vertuouse operacyons, And whan he felte the 




declyne of hys lyf he went vnto Aeon, where he Charles retires to 
had? tofore doon moche good?, & enoblecJ a chyrche of 
8 our lady the rounde, the whyche he dycJ do make, and 
gaf therto grete tresour of relyques of bodyes of sayntes, 
of gold & syluer, of clothes of sylke, & other precyo- 
sytees meraayUous, and there he deyed in the yere of where he dies at 
12 hys age Ixxij. & for the magnyfycence of hys werkes 

he was calledf charles the grete; & he hadf iij sones leaving three sons 

thewne lyuyng, of whom the fyrst was named? Charles, 

the secon(J Pepyn, & the thyrd Lowys; & also he had and three daugh- 

ters 

16 iij doughters, that one was named? Eotrudys, that other 
berga, & the tbyrc^ gylla. & whan he knewe that he 
myght noo longer lyue, hys sone lowys, whome he had? His youngest son, 

n . Loois, snoceeds 

ordeyned? for specyal loue kyng of guyan, he lefte to him. 

20 hym the mageste. Imperyal. For to knowe the holynes 
& the gloryous ende of Charles, & how he was saued? in 
heuen, and? renomed? an holyman. The deuoute Turpyn, Turpm, at Vienna, 
archebysshop of Eaynes, sayth in this manere, " I Tur- 

24 pyn, archbyshop of Eaynes, was in vyenne in the 
chyrche tofore thaulter, & was rauysshed? in sayeng* the 
psalm, ' Deus in adiutorynm^ ^meuin intende.* I sawe sees a vision of 

devils, 

a companye of blacke peple lyke Ethyopyens, whych 
28 were in quantyte Innumerable, whyche went toward? 
lorayne; and I sawe one tofore hys felowes, & I de- 
maunded? hym whyther al they wente. the whyche, 
beyng* constrayned? tt> ansuere, sayd?, 'we alle goo to whoteiihimof 

the death of 

32 Aeon to the dethe of Charles, whyche lyeth a-dyeng*. charies, and that 

they mean to liavo 

And we wyl see yf we may haue hys soule for to here his soul. 
in to helle to perpetuel dampnacyon.* Theime I saycJ 

* m \j. ' orig. adintoryum. ' m \j, col. 2, 



248 



OF THB BUBIAL AND TOMB OF CHARLES. [ui. IL 8. 



The devils rettum. 



and tell him that 
St. James pro- 
duced 80 many 
good works done 
by Charles, that 



they cannot have 
his soul. 



Charles is bnried 
with great mag- 
niflcence, 
in a tomb over 



wnich was set a 
figure of himself 
crowned and 
seated on his 
throne. 



to hym, 'I adiure the by the vertue of the name of 
our Lord Ihesu ciyst that, wythoute f ayllyng*, after that 
ye haue doon, that thou retome by me.* " Anone after, 
or he coude fynysshe hys psalme, the ($euylles cam 4 
retoumyng ageyn in the same ordre that they wente. 
" And? thenne I sayd? to hym that I hadf spoken to by- 
fore, ' what haue ye doon there as ye haue been 1 ' 
that same deuyl ansuenJ, that * James of galyce, frende 8 
to Charles, hath ben moche contrarye to vs, for whan 
we were redy for to receyue hys soule, anc^ had! egally 
departed! his gooc^ dedes and his euyl, he brought so 
many stones & tymbre of chyrches, whyche he hadf doo 12 
make in the name of hym, that his goodi dedes sur- 
mountecJ moche his euyl dedes, wherfore we myght 
haue noo thynge ne parte ; ' & thys sayd, the deuyll 
lyanysshed? awaye," & soo he loste hys vysyon. Thus 16 
Charles, in the moneth of feueryere, rendrecJ his soule 
to god holyly. For after that he retomed fro spayn he 
dyd but lawguysshe & appayre in hys body toward! hys 
deth; & in hys ende he ordeynecJ many almesses, & 20 
to say many masses & psaulters. And the vysyon that 
the gloryous archebysshop Turpyn sawe, is sygnyfy- 
cacion that he whyche maynteneth and? edefyeth 
chyrches in thys present world, that he maketh pre- 24 
paracyon of hys syege in heuen. His sepulture was 
moche honourable emonge al the sepultures of the world, 
noble and ryche excellently, and so fayr that it myjt 
not be amended, and ouer hys tombe was maad an 28 
arche of gold & syluer and of precyous stones, com- 
prysed by grete scyence. & thyder came Leo the pope, 
accompanyed wyth prynces Romayns, archebysshops, 
bysshops, Abbottes, Dukes, Erles, and many other 32 
lordes, and dyd do make a fayre representacyon of the 
body of Charles, clad rychely and Imperyally with a 
fayre crowne of gold sette on his hede, & satte vpon 

* m YJ, back. 
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a chayer of gold? moche fayre and shynyng*, and? resem- 

ble(J wel a notable luge lyuyng. and they sette vpon On his knees 

were pla<>ed the 

his knees notably the texte of the four gospelles in Gospels, 
4 fayre letters ^of golcJ, & wyth the ry3t hande he helde 
the lettre, & in the lyfte hande he helde the ceptre and in ws left 

hand the sceptre. 

Imperial, moche ryche ; & by cause the heed? shold not 
enclyne to eyther syde, hit was vnderset wyth a chayne 
8 of golcJ & susteynedl. And? the crowne that was on hys 
hee(J raught to the arche, whiche was al aboue wel made, 
& the conduytes of the sepulture were replenysshed 
with al good odours aromatyques & precyous, and after 
12 closed & shette moche subtylly, & honourably kepte, 
as it was wel worthy for to be doon. 

^ Thexcusacyon of tbauctour. ix 

His werke, accomplysshed? to the playsyr of god? This work con- 

tains three books, 

tofore wryton, conteyneth thre bookes, by the divided into 
chapytres deuyded?, as it appereth openly to the 
reders, and I haue made them thre, after that I haue 
comprysed? in the separacyon and? deuydyng* of the 
20 matyer. Of whyche the fyrst book speketh of the be- The first book 

tells of the begin- 

gynnyng* of fraunce, and? of the fyrst crysten kyng» of ning of France, 
fraunce, whyche was named? Cloys by the moyen of his 
wyf clotildys, in descendyng to kyng* Pepyn, fader of 

24 themperour Charles, In the honour of whome thys book 
is composed? for the moost parte ; to the whyche Pepyn 
the lygnage of ^kyng* Cloys took an ende in successyon 
of the Eoyalme of Fraunce. And? the sayd fyrst book 

28 sayth, more ouer, how Charles was nourrysshed?, of hys and of the youth 
corpulence, of hys etyng*, of hys strengthe, of hys scy- 
ence, & other werkes of magnyfycence. The second? 
book speketh of the bataylle that Olyuer dyd? ayenst The second book, 

01 the duel be* 

32 Fyerabras, the meruayllous geaunte, sone of ballant, tweenouverand 

- Fierabras. 

Admyral of spayne, a puyssaunt kynge ; & al the fyrst 

parte of the second book is attrybuted? to noble olyuer, 

* m \j, back, col. 2. ' m vij. 
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and in the honour of hym. After ye shal fynde how 
the peres of fraunce were deteynecf in Aygremore andf 
put in surete, & after saued fynahly by florypes, the 
curtoys doughter of the sayd ballant ; And? the holy 4 
relyques recouurec?, anc^ other maters of grete mer- 
The third book uaylles. The iij book speketh how, by reuelacyon of 

treats of the con- _ _ _ _ 

quest of Spain by saynt lames, Charles went and conquerd spayne & 
galyce, where as he dyd? operacions vertuous, & made 8 
constytucyons of sauacyon, wyth many bataylles doon 

of the treason of by hym andf hys subgettes ; and fynably of the tray son 
of GaneUon, by the whyche the deth of RoUand? was 
pyetous, the deth of Olyuer dolorouss, and of the other 12 
peres of crysten knyghtes slayn & dede. Anc^ fynably 
the deth of Charles themperour, as tofore is sayd? and 
wry ton. and? ^ after that ony persone wyl here or rede 
of thys matere, the table made atte begynnyng shal 16 
shewe it to hym lyghtly, yf it be hys playsyr to here or 
rede of y® werk in thys book composed. 



and the death of 
Charles. 



% Thenuoye of thauctour : ca. x 

AS I haue sayd at the begynnyng of thys present 20 
werke, the escryptures and? feates somme haue 
ben reduced in wrytyng* for to be in memorye, 
This worki have to the cnde that they that haue doon wel, be to vs 
good example to ensaumple in ensyewyng* and folowyng them, & they 24 
how to rule their that haue doon euyl may be cause to rewle our lyf for 
^*"' to come to the porte of helthe. For the comune vnder- 

stondyng* is more contente to reteyne parables and 
examples for the ymagynacion locaU, than to symple 28 
auctoryte, the whyche is reteyned by vnderstondyng*, 
and also semblably thystoryes spekyng* of our lord 
Ihesu cryst, of hys myracles, & of his vertuous sub- 
gettes, euery man ou3t gladly to here and retenne them. 32 
And I have made & it is 80, that at the rcquestc of the sayd venerable 

It at the request 
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man to fore namecP, Maister henry bolonnyer, chanonne of Master BoIo- 
of lausanne, I haue been IncytecJ to translate & reduyse canonofLau- 
in prose in to Frensshe the mater tofore reduced?, as 

4 moche as toucheth the fyrst & the thyrd ^book I haue The first and third 
taken & drawen oute of a book named? myrrour hys- lated from the 
toryal for the moost parte ; & the seconcf book I haue tonaie, and the 
onely reduced it out of an olde romauwce in frensshe. oid French 

8 AncJ without other Inf ormacyon than of the same book, *" 
I haue reduce(J it in to prose, substawcyally wythout 
fayllyng, by ordynauwce of chapytres & partyes of the 
say(J book, after the mater in the same conteynecP. 
12 And! yf in al thys book I haue mesprysed or spoken 
otherwyse than goo(J langage, substancyally ful of good 
vnderstondyng to al makers & clerkes, I demaunde i pray aii who 

may find a fkult 

correx'yon and amendement, an(J of the defaultes par- in it to pardon it, 
16 don. For yf the penne hath wry ton euyl, the hert 
thought it neuer, but entended to say wel ; & also my 

wytte & vnderstondyng, whyche is ryght lytel, can not and attribute to 

my want of leam« 

vttre ne wryte thys matere withoute errour. Neuer- ing, not my good 

will. 

20 theles, who so vnderstondeth wel the lettre shal wel 
compryse myn entencyon, by which he shal fynde 
nothyng but moyen for to come to saluacyon. To the 
whyche may fynably come alle they that wyllyngly 

24 rede, or here, or do thys book to be redde. Amen. 

IF And? by cause I, "Wylliam Caxton, was desyred And i, wmiam 
& requyred by a good? and synguler frend of myn, 
Maister wylliam dau^beny, one of the tresorers of the the instance of 

sir W. Daubeny, 

28 le welly 8 of the noble & moost crysten kyng*, our na- 
turel and souerayn lor(J, late of noble memorye, kyng 
Edward the fourth, on whos soule Ihesu haue mercy, 
To reduce al these sayd hystoryes in to our Englysshe transuited this 

J J 'f . o J book into English 

32 tongue, I haue put me in deuoyr to translate thys sayd^ 
book, as ye heretofore may se al a-longe and pl[a]yn, 
prayeng* alle them that shal rede, see, or here it, to Andip«yauto 
* m vy, back. ^ m yjj^ back, col. 2. 
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•zooBe my rade 
translation, and 
forgive the fiiultt 
they may And. 



And this work I 
finished on the 
18th Jane, in the 
year of oar Lord, 
1488. 



pardon me of thys symple & rude tran8[l]acyon and 
reducyng*, bysechyng* theym that shal fynde faute to 
correcte it, <S? in so doyng they shal deserue thankynges, 
& I shal praye god? for them, who brynge them and me, 4 
after this short and transytorye lyf, to euerlastyng* 
blysse. Amen, the whyche werke was fynysshed? in 
the reducyng of hit in to englysshe, the xviij day of 
luyn, the second! yere of kyng* Rychard the thyrdi, 8 
And? the yere of our lord MCCCC Ixxxv, Andf enpryntecB 
the fyrst day of decembre, the same of our lorcl, & the 
fyrst yere of kyng Harry the seuenth. 



H Explicit per William Caxton. 
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NOTES. 



Page 1, line 12. " hye hystoryes : " Fr. histoires haultaines, 

p. 1, 1. 13. Fr. Imtendement comun est mieulx content a retentr pour la 
ymaginacion localle, a la quelle il eat subzmis, " 

p. 1, 1. 16. " gladly : " Fr. volontiers, 

p. 2, 1. 9. Fr. peult estre queje ieusse Men este informe, 

p. 2, 1. 11. See Introduction, 

p. 2, 1. 27. The " Booh of the noble Hystoryes ofKynge Arthur and ofcerteyn 
of his KnyghteSy reduced into English by Syr Thomas Malory, Kuyglit, 
and by Mr. William Caxton, deuyded into xxi bookes, chapytred and 
emprynted in the abbey westmestre ; ** was printed also in 1485, folio. 
It is a book of the greatest rarity. There is a perfect copy in Earl 
Jersey's library, at Osterley Park, and an imperfect one, wanting four 
leaves, in the library of Earl Spencer. It was reprinted by Wynkyn 
de Worde in 1498, folio, and an unique copy of this reprint is also in 
Earl Spencer's library. " The last Siege and Conqueste of Jherusalem^^ 
which gives the account of Godfrey of Bullogne, appeared in 1481. 

p. 16, 1. 22. " the people is boystous & furious, &c. : " Fr. celluy peuple 
est austere etfurieulx, ety qu^ pis est, sans memoire de dieu, 

p. 17, 1. 16. " guarysshed and hool : *' Fr. gary. 

p. 17, 1. 33. " and wepte — sayd : " Fr. plourer moult largement en grant 
pitie va dire, &c. 

p. 18, 1. 11. Fr. Pour quoy toy comme vray dieu et seigneur ie te requiers, 
comme ie ne desire croire quen toy fermement : par ta haultaine puissance 
ie demande, 

p. 19, 1. 27. [he] : the pronoun is unnecessarily inserted here : through- 
out the book the subject is constantly omitted in secondary clauses, 
where the person or thing spoken of is the same as in the principal 
sentence. See Sege off Melayne, 1. 27, and note. 

p. 19, 1. 31. ." autentykly : " Fr. auctentiquement 

p. 19, 1. 32. '* frentes : " clearly an error for " fontes : " the Fr. reads, 
composer baptitoires couenablement. 

p. 21, 1. 23. " put hym self in relygyon : " that is, became a recluse, 
devoted himself to religion : Fr. se mist en religion, 

p. 26, 1. 11. <' cont[r]ye : " Fr. pals. 

p. 26, 1. 24. " wel a poynte : " Fr. bien a pointe. 
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p. 27, 1. 4. "*' as touchyng the pytaunce : " as regards his share at 
dinner : Fr. quant a la pitance, 

p. 27, I. 12. " iij hors shoen : " the Fr. original adds^ venana de la 
forge, 

p. 29, 1. 1. " to hym : " we should here insert " he doeth," according 
to the. reading of the French original, on fait, 

p. 29, 1. 12. " frequente($ : " constantly studied : Fr. frequentoit, 

p. 29, 1. 26. " moche ample & boystous : " Fr. moult ample et rohuste. 

p. 29, 1. 30. " he ete not for the inoost parte, &c. : " Fr. ne mengoit 
pour le plus que de quatre metz, si non de la venoison rostie. 

p. 32, I. 21. "be enclosed in lustyce : " Fr. soies enclos en iustece. 

p. 33, 1. 19. The original French runs : ilz se vont trouuer en vng grant 
hois quon ns pouoit passer a mains de deux lours encores a grant paine^ 
et charles le pensoit parser en vng iour. The meaning evidently is 
that the wood was so extensive that they could not pass through it 
in two days, and even then with great diflBculty. 

p. 34, 1. 1. Psalm cxix. 35. 

p. 34, 1. 15. " after in the same contreye, &c. : " Fr. depuis sont veus 
ces oyceaulx, 

p. 34, 1. 24. In the original, Conatanfynople. 

p. 37, 1. 1. "moment." The original reading is au mouuement quon 
tira. The French mouuement is evidently a mistake. 

p. 37, 1. 30. " And it was ordeyned, &c. : " Fr. il est ordonne que ou 
moys de iuing a ays la cite tous les ans on deust venir veoir, &c. 

p. 38, 1. 23. " after that I sfial mowe, &c. : " Fr. selon que ten pourray 
concepuoir, 

p. 39, 1. 4. " of rome : " orig. a rome. 

p. 39, 1. 9. " adiouste : " add. Fr. adioindre. On the word adjust, as 
representing the two Latin forms adjuxtare and adjustarey see Dr. 
Murray's paper in the Philological Society's Transactions^ 1880. 

p. 39, 1. 10. " I haue not founde in the book competent : " this, unintel- 
ligible in itself, is explained by the original French, which reads, ou 
liure competent^ the last word meaning containing. 

p. 39, 1. 20. See the diflferent lists of the douzeperes, as given in the 
various romances in my note to Sir Ferumbras^ 1. 259, where the list 
given as that found in the Sowdane of Bahyloyne should be read as 
that of the original French version in the Grenville copy, 10531. 
The names given in the Sowdone will be found in Dr. Hausknecht's 
Introduction to his edition of that romance, p. xxvii. For the names 
in Roland and Otuely see my edition, note to 1. 688." 

p. 40, 1. 30. Compare Sir Ferumhras^ 1. 78. 

p. 41, 1. 13. " as euyl anct olde : " Fr. comme mauvais viellaH. 

p. 41, 1. 33. "that I be fugytyf :" Fr. ie soiefugi, 

p. 42, 1. 22. " quasi hurt, &c. : " hurt almost to the death. 

p. 42, 1. 27. These exploits are related in the Sowdone of Bahylone, 
pp. 4 et seq, 

p. 46, 1. 19. " cfemeur : " in the original the same. 
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p. 46, 1. 20. *i as," read [h]a8[t] : Fr. qui a8. 

p. 48, 1. 14. "At nede a man knoweth hys frende." See the Gesta 

Romanorum, p. 131. 
p. 48, 1. 20. See note to Sir Ferumhraa^ 1. 988. 
p. 48, 1. 28. " took to bym." The original adds, qui estoit estackie a 

dix riches cloux de fin or. 
p. 49, 1. 22. " lodgyce : " Fr. logia. 

p. 50, 1. 3. " oute of raesure : " so outrageous in his conduct and lan- 
guage. " At thys houre, &c. : " Fr. de cette heure ie vous ottroie, 
p. 50, 1. 18. " Andrewe : " Fr. Andrieu, does not appear again in the 

present or any other account of the treason at Roncesvalles, so far as 

I am aware, 
p. 50, 1. 21. Compare the corresponding passages in Sir Ferumbras, 

11. 310 et seq.j and the notes, 
p. 50, 1. 33. " secretly : " Fr. comme entre sea dens, Cf. Sir Ferum- 

bras, 322. 
p. 51, 1. 24. "the kyng had gyuen to hym hys gloue in sygne of 

lycence." The usual mode of giving permission to undertake a duel : 

compare Roland and Otuel, 1. 1366, and the Song of Roland, L 482, 

and notes, 
p. 51, 1. 31. " where shal I become : " what will become of me ? See 

Prof. Skeat's note to P. Plovmumy B. v. 651. 
p. 52, 1. 22. " he setted nought by hym : " took no thought or heed 

of him. 
p. 53, 1. 9. " or : " I have corrected the reading in accordance with 

the original, which has ou. 
p. 54, 1. 18. Compare Chanson de Roland, 376. " Jamais nHert hum qui 

encuntre lui vaillet" 
p. 55, 1. 26. ** thou art departed? of a lowe hous : **- Fr. tu es bien de 

basse main party, 
p. 56, 1. 12. *'of the rounde table." An addition of the translator, 
p. 56, 1. 20. " I trowe thou be hurte." Not in the original, 
p. 56, 1. 27. "flagons:" barilz : "botelles" in the Souodan, 1. 1185: 

" costrel " in Sir Ferumhras, 1. 510, on which see note and Introd., 

p. xii ; at p. 60, 1. 6, below, tliey are called " barylles." 
p. 57, 1. 21. " Termagaunt : " Fr. Taluagaunt, 

p. 57, 1. 30. " goddes : " the reading has been corrected on the author- 
ity of the original, which has dieulx, 
p. 58, 1. 28. " lether of arabye ; " Fr. cuir de capadoce. 
p. 59, 1. 3. " to the regarde of hys persone : " i, e, in comparison with 

himself, 
p. 59, 1, 11, * I suppose : " i. e, I am sure, 
p. 59, 1. 18. "grabam." The names of Ferumbras* swords are not 

given in Sir Ferumhras or the Sowdan, but in the verse Fierdbras are 

said to have been Plorance, Baptism, and Garhain, 
p. 59, 1. 23. [*' I wyl saye : "] omitted also in the original, but plainly 

needed. 
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p. 59, 1. 25. In the verse Merdbras the names appear as Oalans, Muni- 

ficanSy and Auriaaa. 
p. 59, 1. 33. The verse Fierabras gives the names of the swords made 

by Munificans as Durendaly Muaaguine^ and Courtain, 
p. 60, 1. 6. " barylles." See p. 56, 1. 27, and note. 
p. 60, 1. 8. '* bende(J : " bound, banded : Fr. bende. 
p. 61, 1. 12. " seen : ** i, e, seeing, considering. 

p. 61, 1. 35. ''thou remembrest :" Fr. tu tauises, i. e. thou thinkest of, 
p. 62, 1. 18. ^* vtterance : " Fr. a ouUrance. 
p. 62, 1. 23. " at this stroke : " Fr. a cestui/ cop, 
p. 62, 1. 34. " bowed? and entredf : " Fr. ploiez et entrez, 
p. 63, 1. 1. ** tronchonnedf : " Fr. tronconne, i. e. broken to pieces, 
p. 63, 1. 5. " in a grete whyle : " Fr. dune grant peece, i. e, for a great 

whiJe. 
p. 63, 1. 12. ** made : *' an instance of the omission of the subject 

pronoun he before the verb. See p. 19, 1. 27, and note. 
p. 64, 1. 4, " he was bowedf afterward' : " Fr. par derriere. 
p. 64, 1. 14. " playe : " the regular technical term for fencing or fight- 
ing with swords. Thus the Catholicon Anglicum has : '^ a Bucler 

plaer, gladiator; a Bucler playuge, gladiatura, })* Swerde & y* 

bucler (bukiller A.) playnge, gladiaturay In the Ancren Riwle, 

p. 212, we have the expression ^^pleie^ mid sweordes." See further 

in my notes in the Catholicon, 
p. 64, 1. 32. " reioye : " Fr. resioyr. 
p. 66, 11. 7-32. Caxton carefully distinguishes between you and ye : 

the former never being used for the nominative, 
p. 68, 1. 21. " made a lytel course : " ran away a little distance, 
p. 68, 1. 24. There is no mention of Oliver's drinking any of the balm 

in Sir Ferumbras or the Sowdan, See Dr. Hausknecht's note to the 

latter, 1. 1191. 
p. 68, 1. 29. " beyng* nyghe vnto a grete ryuer, &c." See note 1 in 

Introduction to Sir Ferumbras^ p. xii. 
p. 69, 1. 12. [" he : "] the omission of the subject pronoun frequently 

causes ambiguity when two persons are spoken of: the [he] here, of 

course, refers to Oliver's horse, 
p. 69, 1. 16. " aboue : " Fr. oultre, i. e. out of, away from. 
p. 69, 1. 20. For number of chapter given as " viij " read " xiij." 
p. 71, 1. 11. " tenestre : " read " terrestre." 
p. 71, 1. 21. "Longyus." On the legend of Longinus, see Prof. Skeat's 

notes to P. FlowmaUj C. xxi. 82 — 90. 
p. 71, 1. 31. "thou." Here the singular pronoun is used rightly as in 

a prayer addressed directly to our Lord : in the previous lines you 

and ye were used, as they were not of the character of a prayer, 
p. 72, 1. 6. " for hys gloryoua medytacyon." In the original French, 

par glorieux meditacion, '* Neuertheles : " Fr. touttefois, 
p. 72, 1. 16. " soo coueytous in smytyng : " Fr. conuoiteulc et affoibly, 
p. 72, 1. 17. " a-slepe : " i, e, numbed. Fr. endormie. 
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p. 72, L 19. " at vtteraunce : " a ouUrance : comp. p. 62, 1. 18. 

p. 73, 1. 8. " for to apoynte wyth the : " Fr. tefaire vne pache. 

p. 74, L 5. " vylete : " Fr. vilte. 

p. 74, 1. 12. "matte." In the original the same. See Sir Ferumhras, 
11. 2506, 2590, and Glossary. 

p. 75, 1. 20. " whyche he brake and al to-£ru8shed euyl : " Fr. cciasa ei 
rompi mallemeiU. 

p. 76, 1. 5, "and ranne vpon hym:** Fr. ei se coururent. The suc- 
ceeding passage is awkwardly expressed in the translation. The 
original reads : et fat premierement frappe OUuer sur son escupar telle 
fierte, qu^au prez le poinz de OUuer a mis en pieces son escu^ which is 
not much better. The he, of course, is Ferumbras. 

p. 78, 1. 16. " enforcecJ : " exerted. Compare Sir Ferumbrcts, 782 — 
" pan Firumbras en/orcede hym J?er to arise vp-on ys fete." 

p. 79, 1. 18. " a fans dart : " Fr. ungfaulx dart Properly a hand-bill. 
See Sir Ferumbras, 1. 966, and note — 

"falsarz an fej?erd dart." 

The expression occurs again, p. 81, 1. 28, below. 

p. 79, 1. 20. " crapauld : " Fr. crapaulx, a toad. 

p. 80, 1. 72. " a pynapple tree : *' a pine or fir-tree. The Catholicon 
Anglicum gives : " a Pyne tre (A Pyne Appyltre A.) ; pinus (pinum 
fructus eius A.).** Apple was the ordinary word for the cones of the 
pine or fir. Lyte, Dodoens, p. 769, speaking of the pine, says : " his 
fruite is great Boulleans or bawles of a browne chesnut colour, and 
are called pine-apples.^^ See other instances in my note in the 
Catholicon. 

p. 81, 1. 12. "by force of shotte and of strokes." Altered on the 
authority of the original, which reads : " a force de coup et de trais." 

p. 81, 1. 28. " fans dartes." See p. 79, 1. 18, and note. 

p. 82, 1. 6. " it is good^ to wete : " this does not at all convey the 
meaning of the original, which runs : sans le dire se peult entendre. 

p. 82, 1. 15. The omission of the pronoun before makyng^ makes the 
sentence rather awkward. 

p. 82, 1. 27. " A^ancdys : " Fr. Amandis. 

p. 82, L 35. In the Sowdone it is Roland and Oliver that are captured : 
see Dr. Hausknecht's note to 1. 1433. 

p. 83, 1, 9. " wente doun of a mountayn." In Sir Ferumbras, 984 : 

" at aualyng of an huUe.*' 

p. 83, 1. 20. " morfounded : " Fr. morfondus, lit. chilled, affected by cold. 
p. 84, 1. 31. " ones : " at some time or other. 

p. 85, 1. 10. "Turpyn.*' For an account of this celebrated Knight- 
Bishop, see Dr. Hausknecht's note to the Sowdone, 1. 1711. 
p. 85, 1, 19, " sercheden : " compare Sir Ferumbras, 1. 1093-4. 

" is wounde to enserche and saye. 
At is heste )7ey wente )7er-to k softs gunne taste is wounde." 

p. 86, 1. 3. " ballant thadmyral.*' Laban in the Sowdone throughout. 

CHABL. ROM. III. S 
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p. 86, 1. 32. " Bythe." By using this wort! to render the original puis, 

Caxton has made the whole sentence almost unintelligible. It should 

run : " brullant of mommy ere, what is botyd of the noble kyng of 

Cordiibe andf of my neuewe bruchart, and also of my sone fyerabras, 

the ledar and? captayn of all ? " 
p. 87, 1. 6. " knyght : " Fr. damoiseau, 

p. 87, 1. 15. In the Sowdone the French knights tell their true names, 
p. 87, 1. 30. " yeman : " Fr. vassal, 

p. 88, 1. 10. " brullant : " in the Sowdone, 1612, it is Floripas who ad- 
vises her father to imprison the Frenchmen, not to slay them, 
p. 89, 1. 3. " strayt : " Fr. estroite, 
p. 89, 1. 6. See note to p. 79, 1. 20. 
p. 89, 1. 29. " put vnder by fals fortune : " Fr. soubmis a faulx 

fortune, 
p. 89, 1. 31. "what I make" : Fr. que iefays, i. e. what I am doing, 

how I fare, 
p. 90, 1. 11. Compare the description of Floripas as given in Sir 

Ferumbras, 1. 5789, et seq, 
p. 90, 1. 28. " whyche was made of one of the fayrye : " Fr. faicte 

dunefae, 
p. 91, 1. 1. Caxton's translation of Kaoul Lefevre's Jason was printed 

in 1477 (Blades). Several copies are still in existence. 
p. 91, 1. 11. "doughter:" Fr. lajille, 
p. 91, 1. 26. " Anone florypes had enu^^e to here hym speke : " Fr. eult 

enuie les oyr parler, i. e. had a great desire to hear them speak, 
p. 91, 1. 31. " dysfioneste : " Fr. inhonnestete. 
p. 91, 1. 32. " on that other syde : " i. e. on the other hand, again, 
p. 92, 1. 21, " charlemayns : " evidently a misprint for " charlomayne," 

and not a genitive case, 
p. 92, 1. 35. " for to meddle wyth : " Fr. pour vous mesler = to engage, 
p. 93, 1. 3. " wel ferre for to be oute : " i, e, very far from being out. 

Perhaps we should read "wel ferre /ro to be oute." 
p. 93, 1. 18. " ye can wel playe with maydens, &c." Compare the 

corresponding passage in Sir Ferumbras, 1. 1303, and Dr. Haus- 

knecht's note to the Sowdone, 1. 1723. 
p. 93, 1. 29. " a corde & a staflfe." In Sir Ferumbras, 1308, Floripas 

sends for " anuylt, tange, & slegge.'* The Sowdan agrees with 

Caxton, for in 1. 1647 we are told that she 

" a rope to hem lete down goon 
That aboven was teyde faste.'* 

p. 94, 1. 13. " a gardyn pretoyre : " Fr. avoit ung pretoire, i. e. an 

enclosed yard or space, 
p. 94, 1. 27. " camuse : " flat-nosed. See note to Sir Ferumbras, 

4437, and Glossary, 
p. 94, 1. 35. " varlet : " a repetition of the original French word, 
p. 95, 1. 27. "ye be here in surete as ferre as no man hath herde vs." 

This hardly conveys the meaning of the original, which runs : se 
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dauenture quelque, i. e. so long as, or, provided that no man hath 

heard us. 
p. 96, 1. 28. " I am not in doubte : " Fr. en aultre double, i. e. fear. 
p. 96, 1. 6. '* when my fader the admyral destroyed Rome." See my 

Introduction to Sir Ferumbras, p. xii, and Dr. Hausknecht's edition 

of the Sowdan, Introd. 
p. 96, 1.6. " lucafar : " in the French versions of the romance Lucifer 

throughout, 
p. 97, 1. 1. " damage : " Fr. dommaige, 

p. 97, 1. 4. The French reads : et plusieurs auUres terriennes uictoires, 
p. 97, 1. 6. " deteynedf : " Fr. detenu, 
p. 97, 1. 30. "Rolland." In the Sowdoney 1. 1668, it is Guy whom 

Charles orders first to go on the message to Balan. See Introduction, 

and Dr. Hausknecht's note to 1. 1665. 
p. 98, 1. 33. " cosyn." Guy was Charles's nephew : see Sir Ferum- 

hraSf 1922, 2091, &c., and see Dr. Hausknecht's note to the Sowdone, 

1. 1888. 
p. 99, 1. 7. " lese : " destroy. Fr. perdre, 
p. 101,1. 15. "and:" if. 
p. 102, 1. 5. Comparing p. 183, 1. 32, it is clear that we should read 

" he behelde.'* On Durandal, see note to Sir Ferumbras, 1. 988, and 

the Sowdone, 1. 875. 
p. 102, 1. 7. " descerkledf : " cut off the circle or band of gold worn 

round the helmet. Compare Sir FerumbraSy 1. 622, and note, and 

the corresponding passage in the Sowdone^ 1. 1182, and Dr. Haus- 

knecht's note. 
p. 103, 1. 29. " Ogyer :*' in Sir Ferumbras it is Richard of Normandy 

who gives the account of Mantrible, which he was able to do, be- 
cause, as we learn, " he knew all the cost." 
p. 105, 1. 7. " he hath quytte his coutreye of fals peple." There can 

be little doubt that we should read " he hath not quytte." 
p. 107, 1. 14. " Naymes " : in Sir Ferumbras, Roland : the Sowdone 

agrees with our text, see 1. 1821. 
p. 108, 1. 23. " with his berde florysshed." Compare Roland and Otuel, 

82 ; where Naymes, describing Charles, says : 

**' He sittes his duspers Imange, 
With white berde large and lange 

Faire of flesche & fell^. 
With a fioreschede thonwange, 
Oure noble k3aige \)9,i es so strange, 

His doghety men imelle." 

p. 113, 1. 25. " enterbraced? echo other & kyssed : " Fr, se font baisset 

et accoller, 
p. 116, 1. 27. " gloutons." Cf. Sir Ferumbras, 1634, 3841, &c. 
p. 118, 1. 26. Compare the account of the game "at the coal," given 

in the Sowdone, 11. 1999 — 2003. In it Lucifer burns the beard of 

Naymes, who at once kills him. - 
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p. 119, 1. 8. " thou weudest to haue made me to muse in thy folyes : " 
Fr. tu me cuidaa il na pas gaires honfaite muser en tesfolies, 

p. 119, 1. 17. " no more charge to playe : " Fr. na plus cure de 
ioeur. 

p. 120, 1. 7. "put you in poynte : " Fr, mis en point = arm yourselves 
completely. 

p. 120, 1. 28. ** whyche was wel appoyntedl, &c. : " Fr. tresHen appar- 
eille tantostfut par terre verse. 

p. 121, p. 18. Fr. tousiours a la cue dung viel chien vous tenez, 

p. 122, 1. 23. " Marpyn : " ia the Sowdone, Mapyne ; in Sir Ferum- 
bras, 1. 2387, Maubyn. 

p. 123, 1. 23. " he came so wel to poynte, &c. : " slightly different in 
the French, il vient la bien a point, car le larron, 

p. 124, 1. 29. " hyr spouse that shol(J be : " Fr. son espoux advenir. 
Compare p. 134, L 27. 

p. 128, 1. 11. "doubted:" feared. Fr. redouble, 

p. 129, 1. 13. " wente in theyr repayre : " went on their way back. 
Fr. alloient en leur repaire, 

p. 130, 1. 18. " lefte not for to be forthwith quartred, &o. : " he did 
not hesitate, though he should be at once cut to pieces. In the 
French, et pour esire esquartelU presentement il ne se fust tenu quil ne 
prist celluy sarrazin, 

p. 130, 1. 29. " whyche wyth theyr feet and handes al to-bete hym in 
suche wyse, &c. : " Fr. qu^ des pies que des mains ih le vont tant 
battre = both with hands and feet they beat him, &c. Compare the 
corresponding passage in Syr Ferumbras, p. 90, 1. 2790, and note. 

p. 133, 1. 19. " so hardy and oute of mesure : " Fr. si hardis et des- 
mesurez, 

p. 134, 1. 27. " hir loue and tocomyng husboncJ : " Fr. son espouse 
aduenir. Compare p. 124, 1. 29. 

p. 134, 1. 31. " Truste ye none other, &c. : ** be sure of this only, that 
if he die I shall leap out of the wyndowe, &c. Fr. ne vous fies point 
que sil meurt, 

p. 136, 1. 11. " a morel of grete facyon : " Fr. moreau de grant fasson, 

p. 136, 1. 19. " after that he was recourec? : " as soon as he had 
recovered himself. Fr. api*ez quil sefut recouure, 

p. 136, 1. 32. " Inconuenyents : " Fr. inconueniens = damage. 

p. 137, 1. 31. " crye(J to hym wyth an hye voys, &c. : " Fr. luy cria a 
haulte voix quil luy pleust de la venir baisier^ en disant que selle viuoit 
pour la prousse des barons que son pere ladmiral seroit vne ffoys en son 
dangier. The whole passage is very obscure, nor does the correspond- 
ing line in Sir Ferumbras help much to make it any clearer. 

p. 142, 1. 3. " at vtteraunce :" Fr. a oulirance = exceedingly. 

p. 142, 1. 7. *' esmaye you nothyng^ yet : " Fr. ne vous esmaies eneore, 

p. 142, 1. 12. " beurage : *' Fr. beuuraige^ a draught. 

p. 142, 1. 30. " For they sawe parte of the walles, &c. : " Fr. car ilz 
veoient a terre ruer Us murailles principalles du chasteau. 
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p. 143, 1. 25. " be ye . . ne wroth ayenst Mahon : " in the Sowdone 
Balan smashes Mahound. 

p. 144, 1. 15. " the frenshe men purpose to dystrouble vs at our 
souper : " Fr. les francoya nous veullent faire refrodier noire soupper = 
wish to make onr sapper cold. 

p. 145, 1. 1. "wherfor of veray force the other paynyms must re- 
tome : " Fr. pourquoy force fut aux aultrea, &c. 

p. 145, 1. 25. " sythe he is a man of auctory te : " Fr. puis quit est 
homme de audience, 

p. 147, 1. 5. " abandonned hym self to goo : " offered himself, volun- 
teered. 

p. 147, 1. 26. " greued in hys persone : " wounded. Fr. greae de sa 
personne, 

p. 149, 1. 5. " on a day emonge al other : " Fr. ung tour enire les 
aultres. 

p. 149, 1. 17. " at al aduenture : " Fr. a son aduenture, 

p. 149, 1. 28. " he doubted entyerly : " Fr. il douhta entierement = 
feared greatly, or in his heart. See Glossary, 

p. 151, 1. 6. "dropped:" Fr, platz = broad. 

p. 152, 1. 6. " attayned ouerthwart the necke : " Fr. lattaint du trauers 
du col. 

p. 154, 1.4. " of thy partye : " = so far as thou art concerned. Fr. 
de (apart, 

p. 154, 1. 13. Fr. Et quant ladmiral les vit venir tout ethroclite en son 
entendement, I can make nothing of " the ethroclytes." 

p. 155, 1. 8. " Orages : " in Sir Ferumbras, 3823, Malyngras ; in the 
Sowdone, 2145, Espyard. 

p. 155, 1. 29. " To whom there is none like or equal in goodness in 
the world : " Fr. quil non y a point de pareil, 

p. 158, 1. 2. " in comyng, &c. : " as we should now see, en passant, or 
by the way. Fr, en venant vous debuez scauoir, 

p. 158, 1. 5. The miracle of the water rising to a level with the 
banks, and afterwards subsiding, is not given in the English metrical 
versions of the romance. See Dr. Hausknecht's note to the Sowdone^ 
1. 2810. 

p. 159, 1. 10. " dantesuyle." In the original French, dautefuille, evi- 
dently misread by Caxton. 

p. 161, 1. 1. " how am I determyne(J : " Fr. comme suis ie determini, 

p. 161, 1. 29. " as a theef attaynt : " Fr. comme larron prouue, 

p. 163, 1. 12. *' deffende : " forbid. Fr. ne plaise pas a dieu que iamais, 

p. 165, 1. 31. " wyth motye : " Fr. a ce mouuement vous viendrez, 

p. 167, 1. 14. " reclame me recreaunte, &c. ; " Fr. reclame recreant et 
tenu rehoute, 

p. 169, 1. 3. "bowe(J his hede :" Fr. haissa le menton. 

p. 169, 1; 28. " of an olde Serpente, &c. : " Fr. dung viel serpent crate ■ 
et moult endurcy, 

p. 170, 1. 27. " confanon : " so in the original French. 

S 3 
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p. 171, 1. 27. " she was departed fro her gesyne, &c. : " Fr. qui auoit 

faicte 8a gessine de deuxfilz^ that is, who had given birth to two sons, 
p. 172, 1. 11. " facyon : " = state of aflFairs. 
p. 175, I. 24. " Thus doyng* : " = while this was happening, 
p. 175, 1. 32. " Amyotte." Amyote, Sir Ferumbras, 4663 ; Barrok, 

in the Sowdone^ 2939. 
p. 177, 1. 10. In the Sowdone^ 3043, Richard is left as governor of 

Mantrible. 
p. 177, 1. 35. " he swowned, &o. : " Fr, il pasma de dueil et cria comme 

tout hors du sens. 
p. 178, 1. 11. " wel abused? : " Fr. bien abusez = greatly deceived or 

mistaken. This is almost the oldest use of the word. " Abuser. 

To abuse, misuse . . . deceive, disappoint, gull, cozen, beguile. 

S^abuser. To mistake, to be in error; to wronge himselfe, &c." 

Cotgrave. 
p. 179, 1. 7. "the olde kyng< Coldroe tempestecB hym." Here Caxton 

has made a most curious mistake. The original runs : et auec luy le 

viel roy Coldroe^ tempeste, et brullant de mommiere : tempeste being 

really the name of one of the Saracen kings, and not a verb, 
p. 183, 1. 5. " better aduysed? : " Fr. quil soit de8ensle(?). 
p. 183, 1. 32. " byhelde : " Fr. regarderent See note to p. 102, 1. 6. 
p. 184, 1. 13. "Due Naymes." In the Sowdone Floripas first sees the 

French army advancing, 
p. 187, 1. 1. " in the tree of the crosse : " Fr. en larbre. 
p. 187, I 14. " he was almoost in a rage of hys wordes : " Fr. a peu de 

fait quil nefut enraige de ses parolles. 
p. 187, 1. 33, " by presumyng* : " Fr. par presumacion = by sup- 
position, 
p. 190, 1. 2. " wythoute faulte :" Fr. sansfaulte = without fail, 
p. 193, 1. 29. " helde them soo short, &c. : " Fr. et les tindrent si deprez 

quelz ne scewrent que f aire. 
p. 195, 1. 11. **a grete abusyon :" Fr. grant abusion. 
p. 201, 1. 7. *^that there was non abusyon, &c. :" Fr. quil ny auoit 

point dabusion en croire et adorer les distes reliques. 
p. 202, 1. 22. " al rauysshed? : " Fr. tout rauy. 
p. 204, 1. 7. "ouerthrew to the erthe : " Fr. vont tomber par terre. 
p. 208, 1. 18. " he founded?, rented, and releued? many and dyuers 

chyrches : " Fr. ilfonda, renta, et releua plusieurs et diuerses eglises. 
p. 209, 1. 4. See Dr. Hausknecht's note to the Sowdon, 1. 1888. 
p. 209, 1. 23. " he wold not leue herby : " would not stop at this. 

Fr. ne se voulst tenir a cecy. 
p. 209, 1. 27. " maad certeyn experyences : " Fr. Jist aulcunes experi- 

mentacions. 
p. 213, 1. 6. " took hede : ** Fr. sen prist garde = took notice, 
p. 214, 1. 31, Fr. eulx qui estoient presens et leurs successeurs fussent 

francs et liberez, les taillabUs fussent a leurs drois comme quih fussent 

condicionez. 



NOTES TO pp. 215 — 251. 263 

p. 215, 1. 35. " felow : " Fr. compaignon de escoc, 

p. 217, 1. 13. " wythoute makyng< grete rebellyon : " without showing 

any great fight. Fr. sans faire grandes rebellions. 
p. 2*21, 1. 17. " demaunde(J synguler persone ayenst a persone : " Fr. 

demanda a Charles hataille singuliere de personne a personne. 
p. 222, 1. 17. " soo vylaynsly : " Fr. si mllement. 
p. 231, 1. 1. "surprysed :" overcome, taken. Fr. surpris, 
p. 237, 1. 1. " dystoumed? : " turned him away, dissuaded him. Fr. 

le destourha. 
p. 237, 1. 21. "lepte*." corrected on the authority of the original 

French, which reads monta, 
p. 242, 1. 6. " to-faisshe(J an(J broken : " Fr. il estoit naure^ casse^ ei 

tout rompu. 
p. 251, 1. 27. "daubeny.** See Introduction, p. 7. 
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Abuse, B, 60/30, deceit, error. 

Abuse, v. 206/19, deceive. 

Abylledf, pt s. 80/11, dressed, pre- 
pared. 

Accomplysshe, v. 126/34, complete, 
finish. 

Accumyled, pa, par, 198/167, ac- 
cumulated, grown long and thick. 

Acoward^, v. 173/15, show to be a 
coward, prove oneself a coward. 

Adiouste, v. 39/9, to add, append. 

AdoubecJ, pa, par, 95/22, arrayed, 
dressed; 56] 6, dubbed. 

Affoctuously, adv. 13/12, affection- 
ately, with affection. 

Alowed, pa, par, 49/20, praised. 

Am^uU, 8. 20/31, a flask, a bottle, 
ajar. 

And, conj, 101/15, if. 

Anenst, prep, 246/29, towards, as 
regards. 

AppelerP, pt a. 242/26, accused, 
challenged, charged with. 

Araught, pt, s, 76/28, reached to, 
touched. 

Arbalastre, «. 104/12, a cross-bow. 

Aresonned^, pa, par. 52/20, ques- 
tioned. 

Attayned, pt, s, 190/19, reached, 
struck. 

Attones, adv, 56/14, at once, at the 
same time. 

Aualed^, pt, s, 158/16, sank down, 

was lowered; 104/34, let down, 
lowered. 
Bacynety s, 32/15, a small helmet. 



Barat, «. 231/35, fraud, deceit. 

Baston, s, 182/4, a staff. 

Bata^l, 8, 232/35, a battalion, a 
division of an army. 

Bayned, pa. par, 89/20, bathed, 
plunged. 

Baynes, a. pi. 95/20, baths. 

Becke, «. 20/30, a beak, biU. 

Behoeful, v. 145/25, advisable, ad- 
vantageous. 

Belfraye, «. 175/7, a tower. See 
Cath. Anglicuiriy s. v. Barsepay. 

Blynfelde, pt. pi. 82/1, blindfolded. 
See Cath, Anglicunif s. v. Blynd- 
foyld. 

Bowedrau^t, a, 189/31, a bowshot. 

Boystous, a, 29/26, large, big; 
16/22, rough, violent. 

Broched, pt, a. 101/35, spurred. 

Buscage, a. 33/19, a wood. O.Fr. 
boacuge. 

Camuse, a, 94/27, short, thick- 
nosed. 

ChaufFed, pa. par, 95/20, warmed, 
heated. 

Comply cos, a, pi, 164/33, accom- 
plices. 

Confanon, a, 170/27. Forgonfanon 
= a standard. 

ConfyskecJ, pa, par, 24/34, confis- 
cated. 

Conuenably, adv. 19/32, suitably, 
fittingly. 

Corobere, v. 24/9, to strengthen. 

Orapauld, 8, 79/20, a toad. 
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Creineiir, «. 46/19, dread. 

** Cremeur, feare, dread." — 

Cotgrave. 
Cresme, s, 20/32. The chrism or 

holy oil with which kings were 

anointed at their consecration. 

See Cath. Anglicum, s. v. Creme. 

Dedjed^, pa, par, 16/35, dedicated. 

Delyuer, a, 80/33, active, nimble. 
Hence the modem clever, 

Depesshe, v, imp. 53/9, hasten, 
hurry. 

Derke<J, pt, e, 211/12, was eclipsed. 

Descerkled?, j)t, a, 102/7, cut off the 
circle or ring round the helmet. 

Descouuerd, pa, par, 76/26, lui- 
covered, deprived. 

Desmayllod, pa, par, 69/10, de- 
prived of the mails or plates. 

Disrenge, v. 226/19, to be thrown 
in disorder. 

Dyshoneste, a, 91/31, filth, nasti- 
ness. 

DyssymylecJ, pa, par, 13/22, dis- 
guised. 

Dystoume(J, pt, a. 237/1, turned 
aside. 

Dystrouble, v, 151/27, trouble, dis- 
turb, interfere with. 

£gal, a, 59/2, equal, match. 

Empesshe(J, pa, par, 219/14, hin- 
dered, obstnicted. 

EnforcecJ, pt, a, 78/16, exerted. 
Engyne, a, 166/21, craft, art, skill. 
EnhardyecJ, pt, pi, 192/22, encour- 
aged, took courage. 
Ensyewyng, v, 250/24, following. 

Enterbracedl, pt. pi 113/25, em- 
braced. 

Enterprenour, a, 166/10, enterpriser, 
actor. 

Entretene, v. 46/32, to treat, behave 
towards. 

Entyor, a, 237/32, earnest, hearty. 

Entyeredf, pa, par, 244/27, interred. 

Entyerly, adv, 149/28, earnestly, 
very greatly. ** Entyrly : in- 
time, ' ' — Cathol, Anglicum, 



Escrye, v. 77/27, to call upon, 
invoke. 

Fans, a, 79/18. See note, 

Faysyble, a, 49/34, possible to be 
done, feasable. 

Felounye, a, 109/30, daring, reck- 
lessness. 

Fere, v, 140/6, to frighten. 

Forfully, adv. 193/32, in fear, 
timidly. 

Fotte, pt, a. 223/26, fetched. 

Fliese, a. 91/1, a fleece. 

Florysshe, v. 36/3, to bud, flower. 

Florysshed, pa, par. 108/23, flow- 
ing, long and wide. 

Formosyte, a, 198/10, beauty. 

Frequented, pt. a, 29/12, made 
frequent use of. 

Gteayler, a. 89/1, jailer. 

Glaues, ah, pi, 81/27, glaives: 
weapons made of a cutting blade 
fixed at the end of a staff. 

Gree, a, 96/10, pleasure, delight. 

Greued, pa. par. 147/26, hurt, in- 
jured. 

Guarysshedf, i>a. i>ar. 17/16, cured, 
healed. 

Habylle, a. 169/32, active, nimble. 

Harnoys, a, 105/34, equipments, 
outfit. 

Houyng, pr, par, 36/16, hovering. 

lape, V, 60/22, play, mock. 

lonques, a. pi. 200/1, rushes. See 
Cath, Anglicum, s. v. lonkett. 

loumeye, a, 216/9, a day's journey. 

Lawhe, v. 53/12, to laugh. 

Lawhyng, a. 90/15, laughing. 

Lesynges, a, pi, 106/8, lies. 

Leteth, pr, a, 212/24, causes. 
Leteth the wete = tells you, sends 
notice to you. 

Lette, pa. par, 219/14, obstructed, 
hindered. 



GLOSSARY. 
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Loange, s, 25/32» praise, worsMp, 
reverence. O.Pr. louange, 

I^gyce, 8, 49/22, lodgings, tent. 
Fr. logia. 

Loos, 8, 85/5, glory, praise. 

Lyces, «. pi. 40/25. Lists or a tilt- 
yard {Ootgrave) here used for the 
lines of the camp. 

Lygnage, 8, 192/33, clan, party. 

Maistresse, 8, 94/19, governess. 

Matte, a, 74/12, conquered, 
throughly beaten. See glossary 
to Sir Ferumbraa, 

Maulgre, prep, 234/26, in spite of. 

Meddle, v. 92/35, engage, contend. 

Medled, f>a, par, 198/14, mixed, 
intermingled. 

Mesprysed, pa, par, 251/12, made 
a mistake, erred; 52/6, done 
wrong, injured. 

Mosel, 8, 151/10, a muzzle. 

Moyen, 8, 213/33, a moans, a plan. 

Mlurayl, 8, 203/25, walls, fortifica- 
tions. 

Muse, V, 119/9, to be confounded. 

Oueral, adv, 30/12, everywhere. 
**Ouer aUe; pasaim^ vbicun- 
que, genua loqnendi eat vbiqus,^* — 
Cath, Anglicum, 

Ouerthrewe, pt, a, 141/18, fell over. 

Parents, a, pi, 160/3, relations. 

Pourchace, v, 32/6, provide, con- 
trive. See note to Sir Ferum- 
hraa, 2603. 

Prestly, adv, 94/35, readily, quickly. 

Priued, pa, par, 215/14, with- 
drawn, estranged. 

Purchacedl,i>a.i?ar. 131/8, obtained, 

procured. 
Putayne, a, 180/1, a harlot. 

Puterye, a. 181/35, harlotry. Fr. 
puterie. 

Pynapple, a. 80/22, a fir. See note, 

Baught, pt, a. 81/18, reached to, 
touched. 



Beioye, v, 64/32, renew. 

Beleuod, pt, a, 130/24, lifted up, 
raised. 

Bemysed, pt, a, 208/28, placed 
again, brought back. 

Bented, pt, a, 206/18, endowed. 

Bepayre, a, 129/13, retreat, return. 

Bescowe<J, pa. par. 72/35, rescued. 

Betcheth, 3 pr, a, 22/3, cares, 
recks. 

Byuage, a, 158/3, shore, bank. 

Salewe^, pt, a, 49/23, saluted, made 
obeisance to. 

Settedl, pt. a, 52/22, set, thought. 

Share, pt. 9. 76/28, cut. 

Sommyers, a, pi, 105/23, pack- 
horses. 

Soulded, pa, par. 103/33, soldered, 
fastened, jointed. 

Sperhawke, a. 193/32, a sparrow- 
hawk. 

Stratcheden, pt, pi, 236/31, were 
stretched or strained. 

Sudarye, a, 37/14, a handkerchief: 
commonly applied to the napkin 
which wrapped about our Lord's 
head. See Cath Anglicum^ s. v. 
and note. 

Surquydrous, a, 74/10, proud, 
haughty. 

Swolowe, a. 205/32, a whirlpool or 
quicksand. See Cath, Anglicum^ 
s. V. a Swalle of y* See. 

Symylacres, a, pi. 206/11, images. 

Syeges, a. pi. 229/5, seats, places. 

TabeUyons, a. pi, 214/32. See 
note. 

Tabouryns, a, pi. 22/27, tabourers. 

Thwarte, prep, 44/6, across. 

To-frus8he(J,|)a.|)ar. 75/20, broken 
to pieces. 

Trauaylledl, pa. par. 103/7, worn 
out with labour. 

Tronchonnedl, pa. par, 63/1 , broken 

to pieces. 
Truffed, pt, a. 119/15, played, 

mocked. 



up, sapporb 

Ynnethe, adv. 31/6, Bcafcelj, vith 

difficulty. 
Vylaynsly , adv. ii2j\1, BhamefOllr, 

disgracefally. 



Wende, ft. ». 36/13, thongbt, iH' 

tended. 
Wwshe, ft. $. 66/21, washed. 
WjTibroweH, »,pl. 26/33, eyebtowa 

Evidently a corruption of tyta- 



Ymbro, ». S7/3fl, ember. 
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